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February 22, 2021 

 

Dear La Salle Community: 

 

The Board of Trustees is pleased to announce the appointment of Ted Kanelopoulos as the 

President of La Salle High School effective July 1, 2021. We congratulate Ted on this 

appointment and thank him for his 20 years of dedicated service to La Salle as a teacher, Campus 

Minister and in his current  role as Principal. Along with his wife, Lisa, and their children, Bella 

and Costas, “Mr. K.” and his family have been longstanding members of our La Salle and 

Yakima Valley  communities, and we look forward to welcoming him to his new role this 

summer. 

 

This news is the culmination of a thoughtful and thorough process that began with the formation 

of a Presidential  Search Committee earlier this fall. The committee facilitated listening sessions 

via Z om for faculty and staff, alumni, and community leaders to help identify leadership 

qualities essential in a President. Following an in-depth review of applications, three 

semifinalist candidates were identified and interviewed via Zoom. Two finalists were then 

invited to meet virtually with the Board of Trustees. Ted's demonstrated commitment  to the 

Lasallian mission, his prior teaching experience at Saint Mary's College High School in 

Berkeley, CA and at Cathedral High School in Los Angeles CA, and his longstanding tenure as a 

teacher, mentor, and leader at La Salle positioned him above and beyond the other candidates. 

 

Ted's graduate studies in teaching and Catholic educational leadership, at institutions such as 

Saint Mary's College of California, Boston College, and Loyola Marymount University have 

prepared him well to serve as President of La Salle. Ted's commitment to lifelong learning is also 

embodied in his prior participation in the Latino Enrollment Institute at the University of Notre 

Dame, the Discerning Leaders Program of the Lasallian District of San Francisco New Orleans, 

and the National Lasallian Leadership Institute of the Christian Brothers Conference. Most of all, 

it is by Ted’s personal example that he has touched the hearts of so many students in our school. 

Ted is a faith -filled, servant leader with a thoughtful and sincere approach to educational 

leadership that will sustain and grow La Salle High School's success into the future. 

 

"I am deeply honored and profoundly humbled to be invited to serve as the next President of La 

Salle High School," stated incoming President Kanelopoulos. "I believe in the transformative 

capacity of a quality education. As President  of La Salle, I will remain committed to the 

founding vision of our school set forth by the De La Salle Christian Brothers and loca1 diocese 

whereby the school will be available and accessible to all students of the Yakima Valley, 

regardless of their ability to pay, and that the school would reflect the diversity of the Valley. In 

our success, our school will grow and thrive as a beacon in our community where our students 



and graduates live our core values and promote them in their homes and in their places of work, 

worship, and learning." 

 

With the deep appreciation of the Lasallian District of San Francisco New Orleans, and the full 

support of Bishop Joseph Tyson of the Diocese of Yakima, the Board of Trustees is pleased to 

share this exciting news of Ted's appointment as the next President of La Salle High School. We 

echo the same sentiments of gratitude to current President Tim McGree. Tim's steadfast and 

passionate leadership as our founding President has prepared La Salle for a bright future, and we 

are thankful for Tim's ongoing support to ensure a smooth transition to a new President this 

summer. 

 

We are sincerely confident in the strength of the mission of La Salle High School, the leadership 

of the Christian Brothers and trustees, the partnership with the La Salle Foundation and 

community supporters and most importantly the commitment of the faculty, staff, students and 

families of La Salle High School. We recognize and especially appreciate our faculty and staff 

for their tremendous commitment to teaching and learning throughout this past year, in 

particular. Together may we move forward by supporting one another in our shared commitment 

to include, welcome and serve students and families from throughout the Yakima Valley to our 

La Salle High School community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Terry P. Abeyta 

Chairperson, Board of Trustees 


