
 

PRINCIPAL 

JULY 2021

LEARN SERVE LEAD 

You, too, can create miracles by 
touching the hearts of the children 

entrusted to your care!



The Opportunity: 

La Salle College Preparatory seeks a Principal for July 2021 to 
fully embrace its history, mission, and philosophy. With a 
talented and dedicated faculty, staff, and administrative team, 
La Salle College Preparatory provides students opportunities 
to develop their passion in academics, the arts, athletics, and 
spiritual life. La Salle College Preparatory is committed to 
being a unique type of independent Catholic school that lives 
out its Lasallian charism. The school promotes a strong sense 
of caring, and its members consistently express a sense of 
belonging to a unique community—a family. All share and 
cherish the school’s commitment to fostering respect for 
others, appreciating diversity, and serving the community. 

Sponsorship/Lasallian Charism 

La Salle College Preparatory is sponsored by the Christian 
Schools' Brothers and is one of 1,600 Lasallian educational 
institutions located in over 80 countries worldwide. The 
Christian Brothers were founded in 1682 by St. John 
Baptist De La Salle, named Patron Saint of Teachers by the 
Catholic Church in 1950.  Many contemporary education 
practices first appeared in De La Salle's schools. However, 
what truly made De La Salle an educational pioneer and 
innovator was his passion for teaching students' authentic 
love for one another. He believed that a genuine teacher-
student relationship would always lead to personalized 
learning and mutual respect for others. This core 
philosophy remains the foundation of De La Salle's many 
contributions to education and is a unifying characteristic 
of Lasallian schools worldwide.

Three essential characteristics form the core of the 
Lasallian School: 

The Mission Of La Salle 
College Preparatory 
 
La Salle College Preparatory Is 
A Roman Catholic Educational 
Community Inspired By The 
Traditions Of Saint John 
Baptist De La Salle.  
 
We Distinguish Ourselves By 
Focusing On: 
 
Nurturing The Talents Of Each 
Student 
 
Inspiring In Students A Sense 
Of Responsibility For Others 
 
Challenging Students To 
Embrace Diversity 
 
Motivating Our Students To 
Respond Compassionately To 
The Needs Of Others, 
Especially The Poor. 



• Teaching viewed as a ministry of grace 
• Association, that is, the achievement of the school’s goals through the 

collaborative efforts of teachers sharing the same vision and values of the 
gospel  

• Effective leadership and management to achieve the intellectual, cultural, 
religious, and vocational formation of the students through a curriculum 
suited to their needs and based on Christian values. 

See Christian Brothers and the Lasallian District of San Francisco New Orleans for 
further information. 

A Brief Introduction to La Salle College Preparatory 

La Salle College Preparatory was founded in 1956 at the request of His Eminence James 
Francis Cardinal McIntyre to the San Francisco District of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools for construction and operation of a Catholic boys’ high school to serve the 
northern and eastern sections of the San Gabriel Valley. Today, La Salle College 
Preparatory continues to function as a private Catholic, co-educational, college 
preparatory high school. It is a Lasallian school - an educational institution that draws its 
philosophy and inspiration from the Christian Brothers, whose reputation for excellence in 
education extends back to 1680. In addition to providing strong academics, each Lasallian 
school cultivates a community of persons deeply conscious of their responsibilities to 
each other, which is central to their success. 

Distinct Culture 

La Salle College Preparatory, located in Pasadena, resides in a highly competitive school 
market. It draws students from the San Gabriel Valley and beyond and represents a 
mixture of academic, ethnic, and socio-economic backgrounds with a gender-balance of 
46% females and 54% males. Students are surrounded by teachers, coaches, and mentors 
who are invested in their personal and educational success. 

The school’s unique characteristics are: 
• Being the only and largest Catholic co-educational high school in the greater 

Pasadena Area 
• Being the most ethnically, economically, and demographically diverse private 

high school in the greater Pasadena area 
• Serving the broadest range of college-preparatory capable students 
• Providing, per student, more and greater financial aid on a demonstrated-need 

basis than any other private high school in the greater Pasadena area 
• Serving more middle-income families  
• While firmly rooted in the Catholic tradition, recognizing and welcoming students 

of other, and no, faiths to experience the profound impact that Catholic values 
and culture can have on the moral development of all peoples 

• Producing equivalent student college-acceptances as other benchmark private 
high schools in the greater Pasadena area 

La Salle students embrace the community feel of the school. They particularly value their 
relationship and strong connections with faculty, appreciating the access they have with 
their teachers. They love the emphasis on education, the personalized and integrated 
classrooms and say teachers care who they are and “teach us life lessons.” Students are 

http://www.delasalle.org/


challenged to achieve their personal best while “figuring out what we do best,” comfortably 
moving through different disciplines of academics, arts, and athletics. They indicate that 
being involved is an essential part of being at La Salle. They forge strong connections with 
each other through classes, service projects, athletics, arts, and peer leadership programs, 
all of which enhance their educational experience. School spirit is strong and they are “all in 
it for everything.” 

Community sensibility and strong relationships between students and faculty are the 
underpinnings of the La Salle College Preparatory culture. To that end, the academic advising 
program nurtures these relationships. It is an integral aspect of the La Salle College 
Preparatory community, along with small mentoring groups, each of which stays together 
with one faculty member for all four years. Various school constituencies describe La Salle 
College Preparatory’s culture as inclusive, diverse, hard-working, open-minded, empathetic, 
and big-hearted. This is evident with the intentional San Miguel scholarship students who are 
given full-tuition scholarship living below the local poverty line. The school is serious about 
cultivating a caring and supportive culture.  It desires a team-oriented and collaborative 
environment, making every employee feel supported in their opinions and innovation.  

Student Life at La Salle College Preparatory invites every student to live out the school’s 
Lasallian spirit by providing opportunities to grow in one’s faith, engage in service 
experiences, and take an active role in the school’s community life. Student life lives out 
the mission of the school by nurturing students’ faith lives through school-wide liturgies, 
daily prayer, and a four-year retreat program. Students reach out to the poor and 
marginalized through service opportunities and immersion trips. The talents of each 
student are utilized through leadership roles in areas such as Student Life Council, class 
councils, clubs, retreats, and liturgies.   

Parents speak highly of the environment at La Salle College Preparatory. The balance of 
academics, values, and the sense of community resonates particularly with parents, who 
appreciate the connection between students and faculty. One parent said that the school 
“develops difference-makers.” They appreciate that their students can participate in a wide 
range of activities, allowing them to develop a deeper understanding of who they are and 
what they want to be. Another parent noted, “my child came thinking his life would be about 
athletics only to discover his passion for the arts.” They appreciate the school’s commitment 
to Lasallian Catholic education, diversity, ethics, and self-advocacy for students. Many 
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parents are alums themselves and say the school’s educational standards and core values 
continue to advance to new heights. 

Excellence in Teaching and Learning

Talented and dedicated faculty members and administrators offer academic courses to 
engaged, motivated, and hard-working students. The faculty and staff at La Salle College 
Preparatory are committed to the shared goal of providing a quality student experience--
there is genuine love and support for their students. The faculty know their students, 
accept them for who they are and place a lot of trust in them. Faculty members are both 
seasoned and aspiring professionals. They cherish the close relationships they have with 
each other, “jumping in to help each other,” as well as with their students and families. 
Some faculty are alums and have children who attend or have attended La Salle College 
Preparatory. The faculty and staff go the “extra mile” when it comes to school participation 
outside of regular working hours. Faculty and staff feel La Salle College Preparatory is a 
community of faith and that there is an emphasis on Lasallian values. Teachers have high 
expectations for their students, provide encouragement and support.  

The mission of La Salle College Preparatory is reflected in the genuine and challenging 
college Preparatory curriculum and overall educational experience. The school maintains a 
strong and balanced offering of required and elective academic and enrichment courses. A 
La Salle College Preparatory education is student-centered. It involves finding out what 
students are interested in and passionate about in order to advance their studies and 
related skills. At La Salle College Preparatory, students are encouraged to think outside the 
box, make connections across disciplines, listen to different points of view, live their 
values, and, ultimately, become more engaged citizens of the world who are able to find 
meaningful purpose in their lives beyond La Salle College Preparatory.  

In addition to the core program, the school offers a range of programs to expand each 
student’s horizon and truly fulfill the purpose of a Lasallian education. Curriculum 
highlights include a comprehensive four-year STEAM curriculum; a comprehensive four-
year Healthy Choices Curriculum focusing on the academic, social, and emotional needs of 
the students; coding and programming robots, analyzing structures, and building models-
to-scale (and test said models with controlled variables.)  Also, the i.D. Lab has become 
the new home for the ever-growing Technology and Engineering Department and houses 
the robotics program and innovation and design courses, complete with a cable-strung, 
competition regulation-sized testing field, multiple 3-D printers, and a CNC router. Finally, 
through the newly renovated Blakeslee Learning Commons, students are able to work 
collaboratively in study rooms equipped with SMART technology. 

As a Lasallian Catholic School, religion and faith life are critical components of student 
life. Theology courses, which are graduation requirements, educate students in the content 
and traditions of the Catholic faith, other world religions, scriptures, and meet the 
standards of the US Catholic Conference of Bishops Curriculum Framework. Coursework 
includes opportunities for the development of ethical living and leadership skills and 
education in future life choices. Embedded in these classes is character formation for 
students. La Salle College Preparatory provides its students with opportunities for spiritual 
growth. Every month, during the academic year, students come together to experience the 
liturgical life of the Church through Mass. Also, on a daily basis, using the Lasallian formula 
of prayer, students begin the school day with a prayer that includes writings from the 
founder, the day's scripture readings, or a prayer for the saint of the day.  



In addition to the four-year Theology curriculum, 
students participate in a number of programs and 
activities fostering healthy spirituality. These 
include grade-level retreat days, school liturgies, 
and campus ministry. Every student participates in 
the service program culminating in a senior service 
component. Retreats are offered at all grade levels, 
day-long retreats for underclassmen, and over-night 
retreats for juniors and seniors.  

Athletics, the arts, and honor societies are essential 
parts of the comprehensive educational experience 
at La Salle College Preparatory, with close to 100% 
of the student body participating in at least one 
activity. The robust athletic program includes 22 
Varsity programs, ranging from football, soccer, 
baseball and softball, basketball, cheerleading, 
cross-country, tennis, and swimming. La Salle 
College Preparatory’s Visual and Performing Arts 
program offers diverse opportunities in areas such 
as broadcast journalism, choral music, dance, film 
and television, instrumental music, theatre/drama, 
and visual arts.  

Areas of Distinction 

Service is an integral component of student life and 
reflects the core principles of an inclusive 
community, quality education, faith in the presence 
of God, respect for all persons, and concern for the 
poor and social justice. Students engage in a wide 
range of service projects such as Back-to-School 
Drive, Christmas Tree Sales, Adopt-A-Family, 
Catholic Schools Week Service, Riley’s Race 4 
Change, the El Otro Lado student social justice 
immersion program, Red Cross Blood Drives, 60 
Seconds of Service as well as other student-
initiated projects. 

La Salle College Preparatory’s Academic Decathlon 
team sent six of its members to The Hague, 
Netherlands from July 20–27, 2019, to compete in 
the second round of the World Scholars Cup. 
Competing against 1,900 students from 51 different 
countries, La Salle College Preparatory’s scholars 
did exceptionally well in both individual and team 
titles. 

The Blakeslee Learning Commons strives to support 
the La Salle College Preparatory mission of 
preparing students to thrive in higher education, 
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nurturing their academic talents, and helping them become individuals with critical thinking 
skills that embrace diversity and empathize with others. By providing students with 
academic tools to help them grow as scholars, including a diverse print collection and 
multiple online databases, students develop information literacy, digital literacy, and 
research skills. La Salle College Preparatory is attentive to students with learning differences 
and is conscientious about different learning needs.  The Learning Commons is an example 
of a 21st Century Learning space that equips students with the necessary space, technology, 
and tools to succeed with every type of learner and access to a plethora of digital libraries. 
The Commons was renovated in 2018 to include a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and math) Lab. 

Students at La Salle College Preparatory produce closed-circuit news broadcasts on a 
bi-weekly basis. The program is called Lancer Television, better known by its acronym 
LTV. LTV is played every mentor period and focuses on delivering announcements, 
specials, and other student-produced works.  

The Global Education Program welcomes international students from around the world to 
join the La Salle College Preparatory community to discover their path to excellence and to 
become a member of the worldwide Lasallian network.  The Global Student population is 
currently 3% of the school’s total student population. The program provides assistance with 
the process of acquiring an F-1 student visa, academic and college counseling, extra 
academic support as needed, access to multi-lingual faculty, and a director who supports 
the culture and language of each international student.

To summarize, the distinguishing qualities for the school include: 
• An emphasis on and commitment to the Lasallian Catholic faith life;  
• A comprehensive high school experience integrating academics, athletics, arts, 

service, and retreats; 
• A strong feeling of community with an authentic culture of kindness; and 
• A challenging college preparatory program. 

The Campus and Pasadena/San Gabriel Valley  

Nestled in the beautiful San Gabriel foothills of Southern California, La Salle College 
Preparatory’s campus is a safe and comfortable modern college preparatory environment. 
The diverse student community—the only co-educational, private Catholic high school in 
Pasadena—prepares students to excel in tomorrow’s world. The original campus was opened 
in the mid-50s. With the school going co-educational in the early 90s and in an effort to 
meet the growing needs of La Salle College Preparatory’s students, the school’s board of 
trustees approved a campus expansion project to include: the relocation and renovation of 
the Blakeslee Library, a 10,000 square foot freestanding dining hall, a 200 seat amphitheater, 
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expanded weight room and a three-story wing extending down Michillinda Avenue as well 
as four state-of-the-art science labs, general classrooms, campus ministry room, chapel, 
dance studio, faculty center, and administrative offices.  

La Salle’s future-focused facilities encourage students to solve the problems of the future.  
The school schedules 2-3 21st-century learning space renovations each year. Most 
recently, the Innovation and Design Laboratory, or i.D. Lab for short was completed as a 
partial renovation extending into the Blakeslee Library. Last year, the school unveiled a 
new Fitness Center featuring top of the line cardiovascular, strength, and conditioning 
machines. This past summer two science laboratories were renovated with state-of-the-
art equipment and technology.  In an ongoing effort to ensure that facilities meet the 
needs of students and the program, the board of trustees and administration recently 
engaged in the development of a new master plan which has been approved by the city of 
Pasadena and includes an aquatics center, additional gymnasium, and a theater.  

The Position

The principal has primary responsibility for the academic life of the school and must be 
committed to the mission and philosophy of La Salle College Preparatory as well as the 
charism of the Christian Brothers. The new principal will have the opportunity to develop a 
comprehensive programmatic vision for La Salle College Preparatory in collaboration with 
the president, faculty, and administration. Specifically, the principal oversees program 
development relevant to the 21st century and consistent with the school’s mission and is 
responsible for working closely with an outstanding group of educators--department 
chairs, faculty, and staff. He/she must have an understanding of organizational dynamics 
so that appropriate professional structures can be maintained and enhanced to allow for 
the cohesive functioning of the program and instruction. The community is looking for an 
individual who will be a transformational leader, one who can help stretch the faculty to 
ensure ongoing commitment to excellence. 



It is critical for the next principal to be able to take an already outstanding program and 
ensure that it continues to be meaningful and relevant in a 21st-century context to ensure 
that the needs of today’s students are met. The principal, therefore, will inspire leadership 
and team with two assistant principals leading the faculty in effective discussion, 
articulation, and implementation of the pedagogical vision for the school that will focus on 
innovation and best practices, particularly in the context of Lasallian education, current 
realities and with a deep understanding of today’s students. 

Professional Qualities 

The next principal for La Salle College Preparatory will be a student-focused, visionary 
educator with experience in school administration. In addition to being a highly relational, 
collaborative leader and a strategic thinker, the successful candidate will have the 
background and competencies that include most or all of the following: 

• A committed Catholic and Catholic educator who will embrace the Lasallian 
charism which informs the life of the school as well as have the desire to fully 
embrace the La Salle College Preparatory community and an ability to develop a 
community of trust  

• A passion for, and leadership experience in education and the willingness to 
support and promote a culture of excellence 

• A strong manager and communicator encouraging leadership roles and 
responsibilities without micromanagement 

• Work within a President-Principal model as well as participation in a strong 
administration team consisting of finance, advancement, enrollment management, 
athletics, and facilities 

• A deep understanding of and sense for the future of education as it relates to 
pedagogy, program design, and curriculum development 

• The ability to connect and be present to faculty members, administration, parents, 
and students as well as the ability to work closely and collaboratively with faculty 
and staff as an instructional leader and to support and facilitate their commitment 
to excellence  

• An understanding of the value of all facets of the program— spirituality, 
academics, arts, athletics, sustainability—and their importance for the overall 
student experience 

• Knowledge of the effective use of technology as a teaching/learning tool 

• An ability to deal with the uncertainty of the COVID situation and also preparing 
the school community for all of the various challenges of the post-COVID world 

• A commitment to being an active partner in the enrollment management program 

• A graduate degree in educational administration or a related field is preferred 



Personal Qualities 

The ideal candidate for principal at La Salle College Preparatory would be a Catholic 
educational leader who will embrace Lasallian education and is mission-focused, down-to-
earth, confident, empathetic and approachable. This individual must also be willing to learn. 
Strong communication skills, comfort with reaching out to others and comfort with teaching 
out to others as well as an open-mindedness to listen to and consider different perspectives 
are qualities that are desired in the new principal. 

The next principal is someone who is insightful, calm under pressure, committed to lifelong 
learning and possesses a forward-thinking view. Integrity, a sense of humor and a true love 
and commitment to high school education are essential. This educational leader will be 
hands-on, be able to motivate assistant pricipals and earn their respect as the academic 
leader of LSCP. She/he will also be comfortable in connecting with each student, caring 
about them as individuals. Finally, La Salle College Preparatory seeks someone who respects 
the history and traditions of the Christian Brothers and has a true desire to become an 
integral part of the both the school and the local community.
  
Search Process 

La Salle College Preparatory has engaged the national executive search firm, Educational 
Directions, to assist with the search.  

Candidates should submit all information as soon as possible, but not before first speaking 
with one of the search consultants: 

Mathew Heersche, Ed.D.  Risa Oganesoff Heersche 
mheersche@edu-directions.com rheersche@edu-directions.com

Electronic submission of materials is required. Please send materials in a consolidated pdf 
format. Reference letters should be submitted separately. 

Candidates should submit the following documents. 

• Cover letter defining interest in and qualifications for the principalship at La Salle 
College Preparatory 

• Statement of educational philosophy which includes the candidate’s thoughts about 
assuming the academic leadership at La Salle College Preparatory 

• Current resume 
• Names, e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of five references to be contacted 

All inquiries will be presumed confidential. 

mailto:mheersche@edu-directions.com
mailto:rheersche@edu-directions.com

