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January 15, 2021 
 
Dear De La Salle North Catholic Community: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, faculty, staff, students, and the entire Knight Nation community, I 

wish to share a note of gratitude and appreciation for the service provided by Principal Tim Joy to the 

DLSNC community for two decades. Mr. Joy’s guidance has been exemplary, and his leadership has been 

one of the most important guiding forces in allowing our school to fulfill the Lasallian mission. We are 

grateful for the many gifts Mr. Joy brought to our school. The role of principal is a challenging one, and 

Mr. Joy has carried out this role with great love for the students and families, his coworkers, and the 

mission of the school. 
 
Mr. Joy has been a part of the DLSNC community since 2000, serving in several capacities, including 

teacher, academic dean, and most recently, principal. He has been an unwavering supporter of our 

students and has championed our diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts. He has been an example to the 

community of what it means to live out the Lasallian core principles. His kindness, compassion, 

inspirational weekly messages, and of course, his traditional morning handshake with all of our students 

will be missed. 

 
With Mr. Joy’s retirement as principal, we have the challenging task of filling this key leadership 

position. As we look to the future and our new school campus, we would be remiss if we did not 

acknowledge that DLSNC would not be in this position without the leadership provided by Mr. Joy. We 

are now beginning the process to hire a new principal but will never forget the incredible imprint that Mr. 

Joy leaves as his legacy with Knight Nation. 

 
To ensure a smooth transition and the hiring of the best candidate for DLSNC, I am forming a search 

committee that will meet soon. The Leadership Team will serve on this committee and other members 

will be selected from the faculty and staff, as well as representatives of the students, families, and Board 

of Trustees. As the search progresses, periodic updates on the process will be shared with the school 

community. 

 
I ask for your prayers for our principal selection process as well as for Mr. Joy and his family as he begins 

a new chapter in his life. Ask that God send us the best person to advance the mission of DLSNC into the 

future. 
 
Live, Jesus, in our hearts … forever. 
 
Onward with coraggio! 

 
 

 

 

Oscar Leong 
President 
De La Salle North Catholic High School 
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January 15, 2021 

 

Dear Friends of De La Salle North Catholic: 

 

An inspired dream of the North Portland Catholic community in 2000, and a sweat-equity task 

ever since, De La Salle North Catholic High School will open the doors this fall to a new 

campus, our building, finally home. For all of Knight Nation, past, present, and future, what a 

moment that will be! 

 

Over the years, so many people have contributed to De La Salle arriving at this moment: our 

extraordinary run of dedicated faculty and staff who, this year, take on remote learning with 

creativity and professionalism; Portland area businesses embrace our Corporate Work Study 

Program as more companies seek to join; an increasing number of families apply for admission 

to our school; our recent graduates are focused on college as our older alumni become leaders in 

their community; and longtime and recent donors, including alumni, contribute at breathtaking 

levels to fund our new campus. Everyone has contributed to this Lasallian story unfolding in 

North Portland. 

 

Looking ahead, our beloved school is in a strong position for its future. I have decided, therefore, 

that the time is right for me to step aside so new academic leadership can continue the committed 

work so important to this Lasallian community. Today, I am announcing that I will retire from 

my position as Principal at the end of this year, June 30, 2021. 

 

What I hold in my heart is gratitude to all who have - over these many years - built the Knight 

Nation story. Most of all, I am grateful to our beautiful students and remarkable alumni who, 

every day, remind me that our future will be in good hands. 

 

Of course, this unprecedented year is not over. We have some things yet to do. St. John Baptist 

de La Salle reminded his Brothers more than 300 years ago, and reminds us today, that if we see 

all things through the “eyes of faith” and act with “true zeal,” we can accomplish great things. So 

you have, and so you will. 

 

Live, Jesus, in our hearts . . . forever! 

 

 

 

Tim Joy 

Principal 
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