
 

 

 
 

FUNERAL MASS  

 

Brother George Hetzel, FSC 

(August George Hetzel) 

 

Wed., January 13, 2021 

Saint Michael’s Brothers Community Chapel 



 2 

 

Died:  Saturday, December 30, 2020, St. Michael’s High School 

Buried:  Rosario Cemetery, Santa Fe, NM 

MILESTONES 

Born: August George Hetzel, 11/13/1937, Abbeville, LA  
Entered Juniorate: 05/30/1951, Lafayette, LA  
Entered Novitiate: 08/14/1955, Lafayette, LA  
Received habit: 08/14/1955, Lafayette, LA  
Final vows: 06/07/1962, Lafayette, LA  
Education: B.S., St. Michael’s College, Santa Fe, NM 1959  

M.A., University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 1969  
Ed.D., New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM, 1980  

 
ASSIGNMENTS:  
08-1956 Scholasticate, Saint Michael’s College, Santa Fe, NM, 

Studies  
08-1959 De La Salle HS, New Orleans, LA, Teacher  
08-1961 Christian Brothers School, New Orleans, LA, Teacher  
08-1963 Archbishop Rummel HS, Metairie, LA, Teacher  
08-1965 University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, MN, Studies  
08-1969 College of Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NM, Professor  
01-1984 Sangre de Cristo Center, Santa Fe, NM, 100-Day Retreat  
06-1984 College of Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NM, Professor  
08-2009 St. Michael’s HS Community, Santa Fe, NM, Retired  
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RITE OF RECEPTION 

Presider:  Father Earl Rohleder 

 

Presider: Dear friends in Christ, 

   in the name of Jesus and of his Church, 

   we gather to pray for our brother, George, 

   that God may bring him to everlasting 

   peace and rest. 

 We share the pain of loss, 

   but the promise of eternal life gives us hope. 

 Let us comfort one another with these words: 

 “If we have died with Christ, 

   we believe that we shall also live with him. 

 We know that Christ, raised from the dead, 

   dies no more; 

 death no longer has power over him.” 

     (Romans 6:8-9) 

Presider: May the Father of mercies, 

   the God of all consolation, be with you. 

 

All: And with your spirit. 

 (The urn is sprinkled with holy water as a symbol of 

his baptismal commitment.) 

 

Presider: In the waters of baptism 

 George died with Christ and rose with him to new life. 

 May he now share with him eternal glory. 

.  
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Opening Hymn:  Ecce quam bonum (Psalm 133) 
Music:  Jean Richafort (c. 1480 - c. 1547) 

Refrain: Ecce quam bonum  et quam jucundum,  
  habitare fratres in unum. 

Verses:  
1. Sicut unguentum in capite;  

 quod descendit in barbam, barbam, Aaron; 
 

2. Quod descendit in oram vestimenti ejus;  
 sicut ros Hermon, qui descendit in montem Sion. 
 

3. Gloria Patri et Filio  
 et Spiritui Sacnto. 

 

Opening Prayer 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

First Reading: Daniel 12: 1-3 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23 

I shall live in the house of the Lord, forever. 

 

Second Reading: Thessalonians 4:12-17 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in You I trust. 

 

Gospel: John 11:20-27 

 

Homily 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  

 

 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
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Holy, Holy, Holy: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Mystery of Faith: 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until 

you come again. 

 

Great Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Lamb of God 

 

Communion Antiphon:  John 6:40 

For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son 

and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise 

them up at the last day. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Eulogy:  Br. Brian Dybowski, FSC 
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FINAL COMMENDATION 

 

Presider: Our brother George has fallen asleep in Christ.  

 Confident in our hope of eternal life,  

 let us commend him to the loving mercy of our Father, 

 and let our prayers go with him.  

     He was adopted as God’s son in baptism, 

 and was nourished at the table of the Lord;  

 may he now inherit the promise of eternal life, 

 and take his place at the table of God’s children  

 in heaven. 

       Let us pray also on our own behalf 

  that we who mourn and are saddened  

  may one day go forth with our brother  

  to meet the Lord of life when he appears in glory. 

 

Prayer of Commendation 

Presider: Into your hands, Father of mercies, 

 we commend our brother, George,  

 in the sure and certain hope that, 

 together with all who have died in Christ, 

 he will rise with him on the last day. 

 We give you thanks for the blessings 

 which you bestowed upon George in this life: 

they are signs to us of your goodness 

 and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ. 

Merciful Lord,  

 turn toward us and listen to our prayers: 

 open the gates of paradise to your 

 servant and help us who remain 
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 to comfort one another with assurances 

 of faith, until we all meet in Christ 

 and are with you and with our brother, 

 George, forever. 

 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

         All: Amen 

 

Presider: Let us go in peace. 
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Recessional:  Honneur a Toi 
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Brother George:  A Life Well Lived 

 

Br. August George Hetzel, F.S.C., 

was born on November 13, 1937 in 

Abbeville, LA to Fannie Rembert 

Hetzel and August George Hetzel. 

He was preceded in death by his 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. August George 

Hetzel and his sister, Mrs. Frank D. 

Burch. He is survived by his nephews, Mark, George, and 

John Burch and his grandniece. 

Brother George was a beloved teacher.  Generous with his 

talent and time, even in his years of retirement he gave 

workshops to the Carmelite Sisters and filled in assisted 

with perfecting the library at Saint Michael’s High School.  In 

the Brothers’ community he helped assure the practical 

needs of the Brothers were met:  shopping weekly for 

groceries, shoveling snow in Winter, giving haircuts, and a 

host of other contributions.  He got the job done.  He would 

even give away his the personalized cross-stitch crafts he 

made to various Brothers, families, and friends.     

A very religious Brother, during his daily morning walk, 

he would stop in front of the statue of Saint John Baptist de 

La Salle, founder of the Brothers, and say his prayers.    

Br. George’s life reflected that of Saint Brother Benilde 

Romançon, F.S.C, who was known to “do ordinary things, 

extraordinarily well.” 
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What a consolation for 
those who have procured 
the salvation of souls: to 
see in heaven a great 

number whom they have 
helped to obtain the 

advantage of enjoying so 
great a happiness! This 

will happen to those who 
have instructed many 

people about the truths of 
religion, as an angel said 

to the Prophet Daniel: 
Those who instruct many 
people in Christian justice 

will shine like stars 
throughout all eternity. 

--Saint John Baptist de La 
Salle, Meditation 208.2 


