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OVERVIEW

Since 1922, Resurrection College Prep High School has been committed to developing strong, capable 
women who carry out the school’s motto of Charity and Truth. As the largest all-girls school on the north 
side of Chicago, Resurrection offers an educational experience grounded in academic excellence, 
integrated club and athletic experiences, and on-going spiritual development, making it the place for 
young women to grow as intellectual, spiritual, ethical, and transformative members of society. Rooted 
in the teachings of the Catholic faith, each student is encouraged to make a difference in the world 
through service and leadership.

Resurrection offers a rigorous, college preparatory experience in an environment that is supportive of 
the needs of individual students while championing their leadership and potential. Students are taught 
to be critical thinkers and problem solvers in a rapidly changing world. Young women at Resurrection 
are safe to be themselves, to celebrate their uniqueness and backgrounds, and to explore and to take 
risks as they discover who they are. At graduation, Resurrection students are confident, well-rounded, 
and college ready.

August 2020 marked the completion of the much-awaited transfer of Resurrection College Prep High 
School to the Christian Brothers of the Midwest. The Christian Brothers provide Resurrection with 
access to a national network of Lasallian high schools. Sr. Donna Marie Wolowicki, C.R., completed her 
term as president and Dr. Daniel Zepp assumed the role of interim president. The school now seeks a 
permanent president effective July 1, 2021. The president is the operational and academic leader of the 
school and reports to the school’s corporate board and Christian Brothers of the Midwest.

Mission
Resurrection College Prep High School is a Catholic community in the Lasallian 
tradition, dedicated to the education of young women, and to the development of their 
God–given talents. Convinced of God’s unconditional love and nourished by the Risen 
Lord Jesus Christ, we are committed to the spiritual, ethical, intellectual, physical, and 
social growth of our students.
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HISTORY AND SPONSORSHIP

Established by the Sisters of the Resurrection in 1922, Resurrection has a long history of encouraging 
young women to discover their true potential and preparing them for success in college, career, and 
life.   With an enrollment of 461 students, Resurrection serves a diverse student population from across 
the city and suburbs, representing over 100 private and public grammar schools. Since its founding, 
Resurrection has graduated nearly 15,000 alumnae and continues to shape young women to reach 
their full potential and to become leaders of charity and truth who make a difference in society.

In the last 25 years, the school has added two state-of-the-art science labs, two computer labs, a 
technology center, a fitness center, and spaces for other educational uses such as a writing center and 
a student services center. In 2008, the school’s Little Theatre – the central venue for the performing 
arts – underwent a $2-million renovation. More recently, the school has seen the completion of projects 
that continue to enhance academics at Resurrection, including transforming the library into a library/
media center, the new Innovation Lab makerspace, and the Think Tank where students can find tutors 
ready to assist them in a variety of subjects.

When the Sisters of the Resurrection recognized that the dwindling number of Sisters would make it 
impossible for them to continue operating Resurrection College Prep High School, they conducted 
an exhaustive search to find a new sponsor. After on-going discussions, the Christian Brothers of the 
Midwest stepped forward to welcome Resurrection into their Lasallian network of schools, and an 
announcement was made in May 2019 regarding the sponsorship transition. The transition became 
complete on August 28, 2020. Sr. Donna Marie Wolowicki, C.R., completed her term as President of 
Resurrection College Prep, and Dr. Daniel Zepp assumed the role of Interim President.
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Fast Facts
Founded: 1922
Total students: 461
Non-Catholic students: 30%
Total faculty: 38
Average faculty tenure: 12 years
Student/teacher ratio: 15:1
Annual operating budget: $7.3M
Endowment: $7.4M
Financial aid awarded: $350,550
Students receiving aid: 35%



Resurrection College Prep High School has become a Lasallian school in the Resurrection legacy, 
honoring the school’s past, present, and future. Lasallian education enriches the whole person through 
teaching, technology, and the development of the student’s cultural, intellectual, physical, social, 
and spiritual well-being. Lasallian education centers on Catholic values and personal relationships, 
emphasizing academic excellence, faith formation, inclusion, respect for the individual, service, and 
social justice. Lasallian education is rooted in the mission of Saint John Baptist de La Salle, patron saint 
of teachers, who founded the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools (De La Salle Christian 
Brothers) more than 300 years ago.

ACADEMICS

Resurrection understands how girls learn best. The school is committed to providing a rigorous college 
preparatory academic program that will stretch students to reach their full potential and prepare them 
for a lifetime of learning. Whatever their academic abilities or needs, Resurrection ensures that all 
students are academically challenged and supported, from the most challenging Advanced Placement 
classes to available learning support services. These multiple levels of learning, combined with an 
advanced use of the latest technology and data-driven instructor best practices, means that students 
receive an unparalleled educational experience that prepares young women for success in college, 
career, and life.

Depending on interests, abilities, and goals, a student is placed within one of the school’s four learning 
environments that best suits her as an individual to ensure growth in each area of learning: Advanced 
Placement (college-level courses; AP exam required for college credit), honors college preparatory 
(for students with high interest, motivation, and ability), college preparatory (classes that challenge 
the college-bound student), and college preparatory with support (classes that challenge the college-
bound student while providing additional support for critical thinking and skill review).
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All classes in each of the four learning environments are college preparatory. A normal course of study 
incudes classes in English, religion, mathematics, science, social studies, and world language (Italian, 
French, or Spanish). The curriculum is augmented with instruction in wellness (physical education and 
health), artistic expression (dance, drama, music, visual arts), speech/financial literacy, and a variety 
of electives.

Starting in the fall of 2019, Resurrection began offering a STREAM track for incoming freshmen. In 
this mission-centered approach to teaching science, technology, religion, engineering, art, and math, 
students make connections across each of these disciplines all grounded in a Catholic world view. 
Students who choose to enroll in the STREAM program are provided a unique four-year course of study 
designed to prepare them to become leaders in emerging career and research fields.

Resurrection offers students in-depth learning opportunities through block schedules, international 
travel opportunities, clubs, and honor societies, and students are encouraged to explore future careers 
through the Practicum Job Shadowing Program. This program provides juniors and seniors with unique, 
hands-on work experience to better understand the practical and personal skills required in careers that 
interest them. The classroom component extends and deepens students’ field experiences through 
personal interest assessments and reflection papers. Students have explored a variety of fields through 
the program, including banking, education, engineering, government, law, social work, hospitality, 
interior design, and more.

While any student can make an appointment to speak with the college counselor about her post-
secondary path, college advising begins more formally in the junior year. Upperclassmen are invited to 
attend the annual college fair, meet with visiting college representatives, and attend various workshops 
and seminars. By senior year, college counseling becomes more individualized, meeting one-on-one 
with the college counselor and making informed decisions regarding their post-secondary plan. A 100% 
college acceptance rate demonstrates that students are prepared for their future.
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ARTS AND ATHLETICS

Through fine arts at Resurrection, young women are 
provided opportunities to develop the whole person – 
head, heart, intellect, feelings, conscience, imagination, 
and curiosity. The visual arts explore the basics of drawing, 
color theory, and design through experience with a wide 
variety of art media. Newer course offerings include digital 
photography and graphic design. In drama, students 
develop performance skills and theatrical knowledge 
through class instruction activities and co-curricular school 
plays. Students expand vocal and instrumental talents 
through class work and concert performances. Music 
ensembles include chamber orchestra, band, jazz band, 
and liturgical choir. Students learn the history of dance, 
as well as explore and perform various dance styles. 
Students can also develop an enriched understanding 
of dance with participation in the Orchesis dance team. 
Clubs and honor societies offer additional opportunities 
within each of the arts disciplines.

With 26 teams and 12 competitive sports, athletics 
is another way Resurrection builds young women’s 
confidence and prepares them to be leaders. Student-
athletes learn to excel physically and academically with 
integrity, respect, hard work, and leadership, while setting 
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The following is a representative 
list of colleges and universities 
attended by the Class of 2020:

Augustana College
Ball State University
Carthage College
College of Saint Benedict
Columbia College of Chicago
Concordia University
DePaul University
Dominican University
Emerson College
Harper College
Illinois State University
Loyola University Chicago
Marian University
Marquette University
McGill University
North Park University
Northern Illinois University
Ohio State University
Purdue University
Saint Louis University
School of Visual Arts
St. Ambrose University
Texas Christian University
The Catholic University of America
The University of Dubuque
The University of Mississippi
University of Dayton
University of Illinois at Chicago
University of Illinois Urbana
   Champaign
University of Iowa
University of Kansas
University of Kentucky
University of Louisville
University of Michigan
University of Missouri
University of Missouri - St. Louis
University of Wisconsin - Parkside
University of Wisconsin -
   Whitewater
Valparaiso University
Western Illinois university
Western Michigan University
Xavier University

College Placement  



personal goals in a collaborative team environment. Nearly half of the student body participates in the 
athletic program which includes cross country, golf, swimming, tennis, volleyball, basketball, bowling, 
lacrosse, soccer, softball, track and field, and water polo. With over 22 acres of land, the campus has 
ample space for teams to practice and compete. Outdoor spaces include two softball fields, a soccer 
field, a lacrosse field, and track.

STUDENT LIFE

Student life at Resurrection transcends academics. It provides young women with the necessary 
guidance to make important decisions that will affect them throughout their lives. Student life also gives 
them the opportunity to participate in a wide range of activities that allow them to explore their talents 
and passions and deepen their understanding of themselves and their relationship to God.

Resurrection creates opportunities for students to stretch beyond their comfort zone and develop 
personal interests, leadership opportunities, and life-long friendships. Through extracurricular activities, 
mentoring programs, and over 40 clubs and activities and 11 honor societies, there is something for 
every girl – from yearbook to Math Club, Celtic Club to Chess Club, Girls Who Code to Key Club, 
Broadcasters Club to Liturgical Choir, Student Council to National Honor Society. The alumnae base 
also provides students with examples of and access to strong, accomplished role models through 
mentorship in the Practicum Job Shadowing Program, during Alumnae Career Days, and as speakers 
and visitors to classes and clubs.

The school devotes attention to the spiritual development of its students, as a close relationship with 
God leads to a deeper sense of self and gives them the building blocks to make a difference in their 
families, workplaces, communities, and world. Campus Ministry invites each student to participate 
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and experience her Catholic Christian faith and Lasallian formation through retreats, liturgies, prayer 
services, and service opportunities. Each student has the opportunity each year to dive deeper into her 
faith through her class retreat. Seniors have the privilege of attending the Kairos retreat, a multi-day 
retreat experience. Kairos is not mandatory, but a majority of seniors choose this retreat as a capstone 
of their time at Resurrection.

Service is a way of life at Resurrection. Each class level focuses on a particular aspect of service and 
students meet in small groups to deepen their experience and understanding of service. Students are 
required to complete 20 hours of service through participation in a variety of ministry opportunities that 
focus on service to family, community, church, and the marginalized. Recent examples include Catholic 
Charities soup kitchens, the Northwest Side Hunger Walk, Reading Day at local grammar schools, and 
warm clothing drives.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Chicago is the third most populous city in the United States. With more than 2.7 million residents, it is 
the largest city in both the state of Illinois and the Midwest region. The extended Chicago metropolitan 
area, covering 14 counties, is home to nearly 10 million residents. Today, positioned along Lake 
Michigan, Chicago is known as an international hub for finance, commerce, industry, technology, 
telecommunications, and transportation. O’Hare International is the second busiest airport in the world. 
One of the city’s strengths is that it has one of the world’s largest and most diversified economies, with 
no single industry employing more than 14% of the workforce.
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Chicago is also one of the most visited cities in the United States and home to some top universities, 
including the University of Chicago, Northwestern University, University of Illinois at Chicago, and The 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. The city hosts sporting teams in each of the major professional 
leagues and has a vibrant arts community, which includes The Art Institute of Chicago, the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, and the Joffrey Ballet. Chicago is known for its heritage as a center for live music, 
especially the blues, and for landmarks that include Millennium Park, Navy Pier, the Museum of Science 
and Industry, and Lincoln Park Zoo. Its lakeside continental climate ensures four distinct seasons: 
generally hot and humid summers, cold and snowy winters, and mild, dry springs and autumns.

Resurrection is located on the city’s Northwest Side surrounded by the community areas of Norwood 
Park and Edison Park and the suburb of Park Ridge. If Chicagoans work and play in the downtown 
area, the Northwest Side is where many call home. Largely untouched by tourists, the Northwest Side 
is lauded as family-friendly and community-oriented. Its many residential neighborhoods boast plenty of 
character and culture in their own right, with restaurants, shopping, parks, and community events and 
festivals that rival those in the heart of the city.

Resurrection is conveniently located blocks from the Chicago Transit Authority’s “L” Blue Line train 
which extends from O’Hare Airport through downtown and into the southwest area of the city. The 
nearby Metra Union Pacific Northwest Line offers even more options to travel by train and ends in the 
West Loop. The area is also covered by many bus routes, which connect to the Blue Line or the Metra, 
with a few spreading out into the suburbs. The Kennedy Expressway runs nearby.
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 

Resurrection College Prep High School offers a cutting-edge academic program that prepares young 
women for success in college, career, and life. Since its founding in 1922, Resurrection College Prep 
has graduated nearly 15,000 alumnae and continues to shape young women to reach their full potential 
and to become leaders of charity and truth who make a difference in society.

Building on its rich history, the next President will be expected to raise the school’s profile both in the 
local community and in the wider world of independent Catholic schools. The next President will need 
to be a dynamic and inspiring leader who will model the energy, professionalism, and high aspirations 
of the school while building on the school’s solid historic platform and Catholic identity.

In particular, the next President should be mindful of the following opportunities and challenges:

• Complete the transition of Resurrection College Prep High School into the Lasallian network of 
schools. Embrace the charism of the Christian Brothers while celebrating the rich history of the 
Sisters of the Resurrection;

• Promote the value of the all-girls environment and highlight the leadership experiences for students 
that exist in all areas of the school;

• Increase the enrollment of the school by proactively promoting and marketing the values of an all-
girls Catholic school to the greater community;

• Build on the current work being done to build diversity in the student body and on the faculty;
• Work with the board of directors to gain a better sense of expenses and revenue in order to strategize 

ways that will solidify the financial sustainability of Resurrection College Prep High School.
• Increase the endowment through rigorous fundraising and friend-raising, especially with the alumnae.
• Implement and execute the goals of a new strategic plan.
• Continue to advance the academic programs by cultivating the best practices of teaching and 

learning and by recruiting and retaining a highly qualified faculty and administration.
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DESIRED QUALITIES AND QUALIFICATIONS 

The next President will need to be an entrepreneurial and generative leader with outstanding 
communication skills who can inspire the Resurrection College Prep High School community and create 
demand for the unique gifts of the all-girls Catholic education. Understanding the powerful core elements 
of the Resurrection value proposition and differentiating the school from competitive alternatives will be 
critical for the school going forward.

To qualify for this outstanding opportunity, the next President will need to be a practicing Catholic 
and accomplished servant leader with proven leadership experience. The board recognizes that great 
leaders often grow in place and thereby welcomes candidates who are high performing “rising stars” 
or “emergent leaders” with exceptional leadership qualities who are ready to step up and take this 
outstanding school to the next level. The board also welcomes candidates from other Catholic or 
independent schools, as well as accomplished executives from other mission-critical career venues 
such as higher education; non-profit foundations, associations, charities, and the like; or the corporate, 
civic, and professional services arenas.

While knowledge of education and school operations is desired, other qualities and experiences are 
also highly valued, especially visionary, entrepreneurial leadership and the ability to inspire and lead a 
high performing team. This is a wonderful opportunity for a faith-filled leader eager to build on the past 
while creating a new model in diocesan-sponsored independent Catholic education.
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In particular the next President should embody the following qualities:

• An advocate for women as leaders with a demonstrated record of developing the strengths of 
women;

• An accessible, open personality manifested by the connection with others and the availability to all 
members of the community;

• An ability to respect and honor the deeply held traditions of the school, while being able to lead students 
and staff in exploring new paths in the future for this excellent Catholic and Lasallian institution; 

• A strategic and resourceful leader adept at making sound financial decisions;
• A leader who actively supports the dedicated teachers at Resurrection College Prep and can inspire 

the staff to be innovative and continue to improve its cutting-edge program.

TO APPLY

Interested and qualified candidates should submit electronically in one email and as separate documents 
(preferably PDFs) the following materials:

• A cover letter expressing their interest in this particular position;
• A current résumé;
• A one-page statement of educational philosophy and practice;
• A list of five professional references with name, relationship, phone number, and email address of 

each (references will not be contacted without the candidate’s permission) to:

Barbara Daush
Senior Consultant
barbara.daush@carneysandoe.com

Robert Vitalo
Senior Consultant
robert.vitalo@carneysandoe.com


