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Died:  Saturday, September 14, 2020, St. Paul’s Community 

Inurnment:  Saint Joseph Abbey, St. Benedict, LA 

MILESTONES 

Born: September 14, 1943, in New Orleans, LA   

Reception of Brothers Habit:  August 31, 1962, in Lafayette, LA.   

Perpetual Profession:  April 14, 1968.     

Education: B.A., College of Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NM, 1966  
M.A. Theology, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, TX, 1976  

ASSIGNMENTS:  
08-1963 Scholasticate, Saint Michael’s College, Santa Fe, NM, 

Studies  
08-1967 Lasalle HS, San Antonio, TX, Teacher  
08-1968 O’Connell Junior HS, Galveston, TX, Assistant Principal  
08-1970 O’Connell Senior HS, Galveston, TX, Assistant Principal  
04-1973 St. Michael's HS, Santa Fe, NM, Teacher, Assistant Principal,  
Sub-Director  
08-1978 Archbishop Rummel HS, Metairie, LA, District Vocation 

Director  
08-1979 CIL, Rome, Italy  
08-1980 Archbishop Rummel HS, Metairie, LA, Vocation Director,  
Director of Continued Formation and Postulants  
08-1982 Archbishop Rummel HS, Metairie, LA, Campus Ministry, 

Director (1986-1989)  
08-1989 De La Salle Christian Brothers, Lafayette, LA, Director  
08-2004 De La Salle Provincialate, Lafayette, LA, Visitor  
08-2008 Kenner, LA, Sabbatical/Sick Leave  
08-2012 St. Paul’s School, Covington, LA, Retired  
08-2013 St. Paul’s School, Covington, LA, Partial retirement, Director 

of St. La Salle Auxiliary, SPS Campus Ministry  
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RITE OF RECEPTION 

 

Presider: Dear friends in Christ, 

   in the name of Jesus and of his Church, 

   we gather to pray for our brother, Louis, 

   that God may bring him to everlasting 

   peace and rest. 

 We share the pain of loss, 

   but the promise of eternal life gives us hope. 

 Let us comfort one another with these words: 

 “If we have died with Christ, 

   we believe that we shall also live with him. 

 We know that Christ, raised from the dead, 

   dies no more; 

 death no longer has power over him.” 

     (Romans 6:8-9) 

Presider: May the Father of mercies, 

   the God of all consolation, be with you. 

 

All: And with your spirit. 

 (The urn is sprinkled with holy water as a symbol of 

his baptismal commitment.) 

 

Presider: In the waters of baptism 

 Alfred died with Christ and rose with him to new life. 

 May he now share with him eternal glory. 

.  
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Entrance Antiphon:  Luke 20:36 

They can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They 

are God’s children, since they are children of the 

resurrection. 

 

Opening Prayer 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 25: 6a, 7-9 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, nothing shall I want:   

He leads me by safe paths, nothing shall I fear. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in You I trust. 

 

Gospel: John 6:35-40 

 

Homily 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  

 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Mystery of Faith: 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until 

you come again. 

 

Great Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Lamb of God 

 

Communion Antiphon:  John 6:40 

For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son 

and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise 

them up at the last day. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Eulogy  
 

 

 

FINAL COMMENDATION 

 

Presider: Our brother Louis has fallen asleep in Christ.  

 Confident in our hope of eternal life,  

 let us commend him to the loving mercy of our Father, 

 and let our prayers go with him.  

     He was adopted as God’s son in baptism, 

 and was nourished at the table of the Lord;  



 6 

 may he now inherit the promise of eternal life, 

 and take his place at the table of God’s children  

 in heaven. 

       Let us pray also on our own behalf 

  that we who mourn and are saddened  

  may one day go forth with our brother  

  to meet the Lord of life when he appears in glory. 

 

Prayer of Commendation 

Presider: Into your hands, Father of mercies, 

 we commend our brother, Louis,  

 in the sure and certain hope that, 

 together with all who have died in Christ, 

 he will rise with him on the last day. 

 We give you thanks for the blessings 

 which you bestowed upon Louis in this life: 

they are signs to us of your goodness 

 and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ. 

Merciful Lord,  

 turn toward us and listen to our prayers: 

 open the gates of paradise to your 

 servant and help us who remain 

 to comfort one another with assurances 

 of faith, until we all meet in Christ 

 and are with you and with our brother, 

 Louis, forever. 

 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

         All: Amen 

 

Presider: Let us go in peace. 
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Recessional:  Honneur a Toi 
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Brother Louis:  A Life Well Lived 

 

Brother Louis Welker, FSC came was 

born into this life and passed to the next 

on September 14.  Brother was a De La 

Salle Christian Brother for 58 years.  His 

greatest joys were being a religious 

Brother, teaching, the study of the 

spiritual life, church history, and making 

people laugh. 

During his years as a Brother, he 

served in many capacities.  At one of his 

happiest moments in life while assigned 

to St. Michael’s in Santa Fe, he was 

moved to another assignment.  Brother 

was heard to say on many occasions: 

“Never tell God when you are happy.”  

He did training in retreat ministry at St. Cassian’s retreat house in 

Kintbury, England in the summer of 1981.  Returning to Louisiana, he 

applied his pastoral skills to his assignments in school campus ministry, 

Directorship of Brothers’ communities, District ministry, and informally 

in community living.  Since 1989, he had been living with and/or serving 

the elderly and infirmed Brothers of the District.  He remained in that 

position for 19 years while also serving as School Evaluator for the 

Diocese of Lafayette, LA and Vicar for Religious.   

The Conference of Religious Brothers honored him with the Call to 

Brotherhood Award in 2001 “as one who has given faithful witness to the 

Brothers’ vocation by word and deed.”  In recent years he conducted the 

St. La Salle Auxiliary for the care of the elderly and infirmed Brothers of 

the New Orleans-Santa Fe District, helped with Campus Ministry and as a 

substitute music minister on Sundays. 
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Brother will be remembered for many things.  He was a man filled 

with a great love for his vocation, the communities and schools where he 

ministered, conducting hundreds of student retreats, spirituality evenings 

for adults and annual retreats for the Brothers.  He also conducted the 

Brothers’ Urgent Issues Assembly in 2002 and the District Chapters of 

2003 and 2004.  He loved nature, dogs and cats, parakeets and cockatiels.  

God blessed him with a beautiful singing voice, and he was a published 

composer of liturgical music.  On two occasions, he sang with the Santa 

Fe Opera Company. His favorite time of the year was Christmas and for 

many years his decorations delighted the hearts of those who saw them.  

Every liturgical season found Brother coming up with a new decorative 

idea to celebrate its meaning.  Most of all, he will be remembered for his 

great sense of humor and his ability to imitate Brothers, relatives, friends, 

and even celebrities.  He was a deeply spiritual man, always searching for 

ways to deepen his relationship with the Trinity, to whom he was 

consecrated, and the Blessed Mother.  He referred to Our Lady of Prompt 

Succor, patroness of Louisiana, as “my Lady.”  Brother loved serving as 

sacristan in all the communities where he was assigned.  He often stated 

that his prayer to God was “I will take care of your house here on earth 

and hope that you will let me into your house 

for eternity.”  Brother also loved to do the 

shopping for the community and for himself.  

When a Brother told him he shopped too 

much he replied: “It’s a dirty job, but 

someone has to do it.”  He also stated that 

when he died, he hoped he would be in 

Hobby Lobby which was his favorite place to 

shop.  

The Brothers are grateful to Brother Jerry 

Vincent and Brother Peter Dudenheffer for 

the care they gave Brother Louis during his 

illness.  Also, the nurses and staff for the care, 

love and concern. 
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