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Bulletin Board 

     This newsletter originally was to have presented to you the news of our District’s 
Brothers and Partners bringing to a close another of their school years.  Instead, 
it will present to you the news of the close of a school year that was different 
from any other and in ways that few could have imagined. 
     The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and the murder of George Floyd shook 
first the body and then the soul of our nation.  In doing so, they confronted us 
with the uncomfortable truths of our real vulnerability to the forces of nature and 
our real failures to accept and honor our oneness as a human family.  With our 
deep differences over the meanings of freedom, responsibility, and community 
laid bare, summoning the courage and good will to find a way together to heal 
and lift our nation has become the defining task of this generation of Americans. 
     The new journey to that day has just begun.  It is unlikely that this will be the 
last Dateline District to report on it.  What is likely is that there will be much to 
report on its evolving impact on our schools, communities, and District family.  Some 
of this is already present in this newsletter where contributors have captured the 
first steps of change happening in Lasallian teaching, spirituality, and conscience.  
Look to our ministries to be the Richter scales of a coming educational revolution. 
     Finally, you will note that not all of the pieces in these pages are explicitly 
about the events of these past months.  They do not have to be.  This is because 
every story will be by and about Lasallians who are living in the vortex.  And they 
face its chaos, its fear and uncertainty, by faithfully and creatively tending to life 
and mission even as their worlds are being turned upside down.  Heroically, they 
choose to carry on.  Adapting.  Inventing.  Responding.  Persisting.  Every day, 
the storm arrives.  Every day, so do our Lasallians.  That is the real story. 

Dateline District is a publication of the District of San Francisco New Orleans, Napa, CA.  All rights reserved. 

https://delasalle.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SFNODistrict/
https://twitter.com/DistrictSFNO
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWTCSICg7uQhTgrpV_xFmJg


BULLETIN BOARD 

     Due to the health and 
safety concerns associated 
with the current COVID-19 
pandemic, all in-person 
District and Office of Edu-
cation events have been 
either canceled or post-
poned through the end of 
the 2020 calendar year. 
     The District Leadership 
Team, Lasallian Education 
Corporation (LEC), and 
Office of Education meet 
weekly via Zoom confer-
encing.   
     In addition, members of 
the Leadership Team hold 
regular Zoom meetings 
with the District Chief Ad-
ministrators Association 
(DCAA), Association of 
Board Chairs (ABC), school 
finance directors, school 
admissions directors, Reli-
gion Department chairs, 
Brothers Leadership Team, 
Vocation Ministry & Initial 
Formation Directors, FSC 
Contacts and Aspirants, 
and Retirement Communi-
ties Nurses. 
     District formation and 
training events that can be 
held as Zoom events are 
currently being rede-
signed.  To date, a Board of 
Trustees governance train-
ing session has been held, 
with more scheduled.  
Young Lasallian workshops 
are being planned, as are 
Lasallian Mission Orienta-
tion sessions for new 
teachers. 

 

Lately someone at work has been giving names to all of the food in the break room 
fridge. Today I ate a ham sandwich named Kevin and a fruit salad named Regina.  
 
A policeman came to my house and asked me where I was between 5 and 6.  I 
said, “Kindergarten.” 
 
God so loved the world that he did not send a committee. 
 
My goal for this year was to lose 10 pounds. Only have 24 to go. 
 
Kids today don't know how easy they have it. When I was young, I had to walk 9 
feet through shag carpet to change the TV channel. 
 
I love being 80.  Every day I learn something new and forget 5 other things. 
 
If I’m not back in 5 minutes, just wait longer. 
 
When I was a boy, I had a disease that required eating dirt three times a day in  
order to survive.  It's sure a good thing that my older brother told me about it.  
 
I don’t find it hard to meet expenses.  I seem to run into them everywhere. 
 
As I get older and I remember all the people that I’ve lost along the way, I think to 
myself, “Maybe a career as a tour guide wasn’t for me.” 
 
The other day, my boss yelled, “Have you heard a single word I’ve said?”  I 
thought to myself, “Man, what a weird way to start a conversation.”   

 

Watch the recording of the June 25 Lasallian Association of Colleges and Universities 
live stream , “Responding to Racism: A Lasallian Dialogue.” 
 
Read Lasallian RELAN’s “Lasallians Advocate for Girls’ Equality Education.” 
 
Lasallian Summer Webinars are a free series of online professional development 
opportunities this summer sponsored by RELAN’s Lasallian Education Council. 
 
The 2020 Huether Lasallian Conference is scheduled to take place November 19-
21 in Baltimore, MD.  
 
Lasallian Reflection 6, “Lasallian: You Are Part of the Miracle,” is now available 
for download, along with additional resources. 
 
2019-2020 RELAN Statistics from the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 
(CARA) are now available for download. 
 
The 46th General Chapter of the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools 
has been rescheduled to take place in May, 2022, in Thailand.  
 
The 2021 International Mission Assembly has been rescheduled to take place    
November 15-26, 2021 in Rome. 
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Centro de Formación Integral La Salle | Tijuana, Baja California, México 
 

     Anthropologists recognize Tijuana as a postmodern 
city: a city in the 21st Century, whose socio-economic 
aspects define it as a multicultural, innovative, and 
cosmopolitan city.  Tijuana is productive, an idea-
generating  center, a science lab, a place where every-
thing is created, reinvented, transformed, improved.  
It is a vibrant border between the first and developing 
word.  The rapid pace at which the city’s trade oper-
ates and its economy in general makes Tijuana residents 
skip the custom of siesta in the afternoon, unlike the 
shops and businesses in other Mexican cities that close 
for a couple of hours after lunch.  In Tijuana, there are 
audiences for all kinds of musical, sport, and cultural 
events.  Tijuana is a city in the vanguard; the usual and 
the daring make up its profile.  From its beginnings in    
the 1800’s, Tijuana has been a noble and heroic city. 

 
March 2020 
     The first week of March was filled with guests.  We hosted a visit from Superior General Brother Robert Schieler 
on the 4th.  He was accompanied by Brothers Tim Coldwell, RELAN General Councilor, and Nick González.  
Brother Robert passed a simple day chatting with students and teachers.  We invited our Patronato, representatives 
of teachers, staff, and students, to a mid-morning coffee and presentation on our history and on current and future projects.   
     The following weekend we hosted a regional gathering of Brothers from Hermosillo y Ciudad Obregón. We dis-
cussed the December Christmas Letter from Brother Robert.  We treated our guests to the Telefónica Gastro Park.  
Later, we walked Calle Revolución, the heart of Tijuana, and had late afternoon coffee at La Praga, a gathering spot 
across from the Hotel César.  We went to Saturday evening Mass and Lady Costco provided us with an evening dinner.  
     On the 9th we cancelled classes in solidarity with a national movement, A Day Without Women.  The primary 
objective was to call attention to the high number of femicides in México.  Civil Protection cancelled all classes in 
Tijuana on the 10th anticipating a severe winter storm.  On the 16th there were no classes in honor of Benito Juárez, 
as this is a federal holiday.  
      Holy Week-Easter Vacation began two weeks early, on the 20th, to reduce risk of spread of the COVID-19.  Our 
annual Breakfast Conference in the Hotel Azteca, the Clausura end-of-semester Fiesta Day, and the Holy Week   
retreat-conference were postponed as a preventative measure.  
     March has been a very wet month.  Our usually dry and brown hills are covered with green grass and flowers.  
The rain has cleaned the air providing spectacular view of the Tijuana-San Diego area.  
     Both Mexico and the United States began limiting unnecessary boarder crossing to prevent the spread of COVID
-19. Every morning at 8:00 we gather around the community TV to watch the daily mass celebrated in the Tijuana 
Cathedral, and in the afternoon at 5:00 we watch a movie.  On the list has been Of Gods and Men, Romero, and The 
Mission.  Netflix series have included Hand Made, Unorothodox, The English Game, The Irishman, Victoria and 
Abdul and Sully.  
 
April 
     We held three days of  Lenten retreat for our small  group of paid workers. From 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. we 
gathered for prayer and dynamics before parting for Holy Week Vacation.  I provided the opening prayer according 
to each day’s theme: Service-Cross-Light.  
 
Holy Week 2020 
     We joined the Postulantes in Tlalpán, Mexico City by Facebook for the Palm Sunday Procession and Mass.  We 
continued with morning TV Mass from the Cathedral in downtown Tijuana.  On Holy Thursday, we participated in 
the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Eucharistic Profession broadcasted from the Tijuana Cathedral.  After-
wards we tuned into the Holy Hours sponsored by the Student Brothers in  the Monterrey Scholasticate. We partici-
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Tijuana: Baja California, México’s post-modern border city. 



pated in the Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil services broadcasted Archdiocese of Tijuana Cathedral.  
On Sunday morning there was a simultaneous Mass from the Tijuana Cathedral celebrated by Archbishop Francisco 
Barrón and from the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in México City celebrated by the Archbishop  Primate of 
Mexico.  We have been fortunate during Lent and the Easter Seasons to received Holy Communion.  The Pastor of 
Our Lady of Carmen Parish gladly supplies us with consecrated hosts.  
 
Easter Season in Quarantine 
     We continued to gather almost daily for a late afternoon movie which provides us with a lot of food for thought 
and conversation. Our selection of movies have included: Cinema Paradiso, The Bookstore, Lion (A lost child from 
India adopted by an Australian couple), and The Intern, and Netflix series’ The Cathedral by the Sea, Bad Educa-
tion, Moon Struck, Concussion, and the eight-part series, In the Name of the Rose. 
     Our favorite barber come to our community to cut hair.  We transformed our entrance way patio in a make-shift 
barber shop.   
 
May 2020 
     In order to celebrate the Feast of Saint John Baptist de La Salle, we initiated through our Facebook page a Digital 
Formation Project.  Each member of the community filmed a number of brief formative capsules that will be broad-
cast into August.  These were uploaded daily, in addition to a number of Estellas Lasallistas on the various liturgical 
feasts during the Easter Season.  My series was entitled, “Coffee with Brother Steven.”  I filmed my series in the 
patio of our educational center.  The 3 to 5-minute videos covered topics such as Live in the Present, Appreciate 
Solitude, Acceptance of Change, Invitation to the Interior Life, Attachment and Suffering, and What the Cross of 
Christ Teaches Us About Suffering. 
      The 3rd was Holy Cross Day in Mexico.  Construction sites all sport brightly colored crosses in honor of       
construction workers and architects.   
     We have been tuning in to the Morning Mass from the Vatican.  Pope Francis celebrates daily from the Chapel of 
the Hotel Saint Martha.  We joined the Novices from Lagos de Moreno, Jalisco, via Facebook for the Celebration of 
our Lady of the Stars, Queen and Mother of the Christian Schools, on the 8th.  We joined by Facebook the Commu-
nity in Matamorros for the Eucharistic Celebration of Saint John Baptist de La Salle.   
     We received the sad news that one of our volunteer teachers, Guillermo, passed away, most likely from COVD-
19.  He and his wife both passed away on the very same day.  He taught a class called Making Friends with Jesus.     
     To add to the pandemic’s economic woes, Tijuana ran out of beer.  This has caused a lot of consternation in the 
population.  May people came to Tijuana from Southern California for Memorial Day weekend, only to find much 
of the city closed. 
 
June 2020 
     We continued with our community movies: The Wife, Ya No Estamos Aquí (about the dance culture kolombias) 
and House of Crystal.   
     Via Facebook, we joined the Brothers from Lagos de Moreno y San Juan de Los Lagos in the Basílica de Nuestra 
Señora de San Juan de Los Lagos, Jalisco, for Holy Trinity Mass and renewal of vows.  We also dedicated our 
Evening Prayer to the Holy Trinity and the renewal of vows.   
     We received the sad news that our two Lasallian Volunteers for the 2020-21 school year will not be coming.   
Parental concerns about the number of COVID-19 cases in Tijuana was the determining factor.  But there is the  
possibility of two other candidates coming.    
     Our community housekeeper finally was able to return from a family visit in Hidalgo.  Three of her return flights 
had been cancelled.  Since April 4th, I had been filling in as community cook.   
     The second week of June brought hot temperatures and winds from the desert.  This sparked a lot of grass fires 
all around the city. A number of families lost their homes.  Also, the ground began to move in the Colonia next to 
us, threatening homes.  Civil Protection evacuated a number of families. 
     We hope to renew our educational activities at the end of August.  As of this writing, Tijuana is reporting fewer 
daily new cases of COVID-19.  Universities and many schools will begin classes in September instead of the usual 
mid-August start date.  It will become clearer in August when we can realistically restart and the sanitary precautions 
that will be necessary. 
 
Brother Steven’s Final Newsletter 
     For the last eleven years, I have been assigned to Centro de Formación Integral La Salle in Tijuana, Baja California, 
México, where I have been teaching religious and psychological formation classes, various levels of English, and 
hosting a Reading Circle to hundreds of adults.  I have attempted to keep the District informed of the news from our  
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educational center, community, and the city of Tijuana.  As of July 1st, I am being assigned to the RELAN Novitiate 
in Chicago, IL.  I feel thankful and blessed for these eleven years of adult educational ministry in Tijuana and look 
forward to serving in the regional formation program. 
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC, Correspondent 
 

Christian Brothers School | New Orleans, LA 
 
     The second semester of classes and activities at CBS began with the familiar rhythm of everyone hard at work on 
our two campuses.  Brownie Troop 15003, based at Christian Brothers School, was hard at work earning "change a 
story" badge for its members. They visited the Junior League of New Orleans Diaper Bank in February to learn 
about diaper needs in our community and the importance of diaper drives, discovering that diapers are not covered 
by government assistance programs.  They collected a total of 2,400 diapers and 17 packages of wipes to give to the 
Junior League of New Orleans for its diaper bank.   

     Two Christian Brothers School science projects were awarded 
first place ribbons at the recent Greater New Orleans Science and  
Engineering Fair. Ryan Darrah (7P) took first in the Physics category 
for his project entitled "Which Bat Is Most Consistent." He also re-
ceived an award from the American Institute of Aeronautics and   
Astronautics, GNO Section, and a first place award from Broadcom 
MASTERS.  Haley Valdine and Marguerite Hopkins, both in 7D, 
were awarded a first place in Engineering for their project, "Suck It 
Up, Plastic." The two also received a Broadcom MASTERS first 
place award.   
     City Park campus students celebrated Black History Month as 
CBS students presented an historical timeline of important events in 
African American history, then heard talks by various local leaders. 
Speakers included Judge Kern Reese, Civil District Court; Aulston 
Taylor, St. Augustine Marching 100 Band; Kendall Crawford, St. 

Augustine High School athletic director; and CBS alum Randy Hamilton (2016). Civil Sheriff Paul Valteau spoke of 
growing up in New Orleans, and Dooky Chase III presented a video of his mother, Chef Leah Chase of Dooky 
Chase Restaurant. The presentation was organized by Crystal Valteau-Morgan of the CBS Development Office. 
     Middle school girls celebrated Women's History Month with 
talks by Kiki Barnes, athletic director at Dillard University;    
Karen Vander and Maggie Jones, engineers at the NASA facility 
in Mississippi, and Candace Valteau, a Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker. Also speaking were sixth graders Kalais Lafrance (6J), 
Molly Richardson (6K) and Penny Werner (6K).  The presenta-
tion was organized by Crystal Valteau-Morgan of the CBS      
Development Office. 
     Each month, CBS 5th graders on the City Park campus collect 
donations for various charities, following the letters in the word 
"FALCONS." Last month, the students collected "Necessities," 
towels, toiletries and other items, which they delivered to the 
Harry Thompson Center. The center provides shelter, food, 
showers, medical care, counseling and other types of support for 
those in need in our community. 
     Band Director Heath Barker led the Falcon Band in the Krewe of Carrollton Mardi Gras parade in February.  The 
Band was joined by award-winning Falcon Dance Squad, coming off their All-State Championship.  Many CBS stu-
dents and parents lined the parade route to cheer on the Falcons.   
     During the Mardi Gras holidays, 26 sixth and seventh graders along with several teachers and parents traveled to 
Washington, D.C. for an educational trip. Some of the highlights included lunch with Congressman Steve Scalise, 
tours of the White House and Capitol Hill, and visits to Arlington Cemetery, Ford's Theatre, Museum of American  
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Students pose during their Black History Month celebration. 

Skits were part of the learning during Women’s History Month. 



History and Mt. Vernon. 
     We hope this Christian Brothers School newsletter provides some respite from the realities of life today. Our 
teachers and students embraced at-home learning, and some students found themselves working alongside working-
from-home parents. It's a "new normal" for now that we all hope has an ending soon.       
 
Mr. Rick Reso, Correspondent 
  

De La Salle High School | New Orleans, LA 
 
     Although there was no usual graduation Mass,   
the 130 seniors of De La Salle’s Class of 2020       
finished their year as our 68th graduating class, led  
by Valedictorian Riley G. Sisung and Salutatorian 
Robert A. Hudson III. 
     Among the recognitions in our virtual Awards and 
Graduation Ceremonies were of Lasallian Provincial 
Awards recipients Thomas Prados and Mignon Nelson; 
Sedes Sapientiae Award recipient Gregory Lambousy; 
The L’Association Award recipient Leah Kennedy; 
Signum Fidei Award recipient Trent Burke; Pro Deo 
et Patria Award Recipient Jessica Zweifler; American 
Legion Award recipients; Trent Burke and Remi 
Bonneval; United States President’s Academic Excellence 
Award recipients Dulce Rivera and Riley Sisung; and 
United States President’s Academic Achievement 
Award recipients Summer Lewis and Chloé Still. 
 Students receiving academic department awards included Dulce Rivera, English; Peyton Preston, Fine Arts; 
Natalia Morris, Foreign Language; Riley Sisung, Mathematics; Leah Kennedy, Physical Education; Trent Burke, 

Religion; Robert Hudson, Science and Social Studies; and Nia Woodside, Kathleen Calder, 
AFSC, Yearbook Award. 
     Recently, Dr. Raenell Houston, Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans, recognized De La Salle graduate Trent Burke as its Student of the Year.  
Earlier in the year, De La Salle Principal Ms. Perry Rogers encouraged Trent to apply for 
the award.  He was interviewed by a committee and eventually selected for the New Orle-
ans Archdiocese’s award.  
     In addition to his numerous school academic accomplishments and activity involve-
ment, Trent received the Archdiocese’s St. Timothy award for the CYO for “excelling in 
volunteer service, was chosen to be a panelist at the Christus Vivit Strengthening Ministry 
with Youth and Young Adults Workshop in New Orleans in December, and was a partici-
pant in the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis in November. 
     “We are so proud of him,” Trent’s mother, Norlisha P. Burke, said.  She and her husband 
Tim are both De La Salle graduates, she in the class of ’93 and Tim in the class of ’91.  
“The school has meant so much to us,” she added, “giving us all so many opportunities.” 

     De La Salle’s Marching Band, under Director Duncan Pray in his eighth year, had a very successful Mardi Gras 
season, placing 3rd in Excalibur and 2nd in Rex.  These two awards follow three earlier competitions around the state. 
At the Fête de Musique at Central Lafourche, the band earned a Superior in Overall Band.  Two weeks later, the band 
performed in Morgan City at the Tiger Classic and earned all Superiors, taking the Sweepstakes Award.  For the third 
competition, the band performed at the LMEA District VI Marching Band Assessment where they earned Superior 
ratings for Drum Major and Percussion and Excellent for Overall Band. 
 
Ms. Jessica Atwood, Correspondent 
 

De La Salle North Catholic High School | Portland, OR 
 
Alumna Wins Fulbright-Garcia Robles Scholarship 
     I have been honored with a Fulbright Scholar Award to teach and conduct research in Mexico for the 2020–2021 
school year. In Mexico, I will serve as an English teaching assistant half-time and the other time I will be engaging 
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DLS president Paul Kelly speaks during the virtual graduation ceremony. 

Trent Burke 



with Mexican families and students to research how households’ economic activi-
ties and tools affect the students’ academic attainment. Through this award I hope 
to gain a deeper understanding of international relations, diplomacy, and economic 
development. I will strive to be a great American cultural ambassador to Mexico so 
that both countries can maintain positive relations. 
     This award is extremely meaningful for me not only because of the academic 
prestige but also because it holds sentimental value. I was born in Mexico and 
moved to Portland when I was 11-years-old. Since then the concept of “home” has 
been quite complex for me because even though I was raised in Mexico, I have a 
new life in the U.S.  
     When I started high school at DLSNC I realized all of the opportunities I would 
be able to take advantage of if I worked hard for them. My teachers pushed me and 
all of my classmates to always give our best. The Corporate Work Study Program 
helped me develop professionalism as well as great connections that I have main-
tained to this day. At DLSNC I took Advanced Placement classes, was part of sev-
eral clubs, and also volunteered in North Portland. Thanks to DLSNC I was also 
able to be part of Minds Matter, a college readiness program where I studied, received mentorship, and took part in 
summer programs at Fordham University, in New York and in Seoul, South Korea. Because of all my activities during 
high school I was able to study at Lehigh University in Pennsylvania and I loved every minute of it!  
     I am extremely thankful to DLSNC for being the foundation of my academic and vocational paths. I want to honor 
the words “Enter to Learn, Leave to Serve,” so I plan to dedicate my career to international development to help the 
world’s most vulnerable. Thank you, De La Salle North Catholic! 
 

Diana Rivas Garcia '15, Lehigh University '19  
 
Alumna is Aspiring Physician-Scientist  
     Enat Arega '14 graduated from Dartmouth College in 2018 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Biological Sciences. She remained at Dartmouth for two more years to obtain her Master 
of Science in Quantitative Epidemiology. This    August, she will begin her medical 
training at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA. 
     Enat's exploration of medicine started while she was a student at DLSNC, where she 
worked at Portland Providence Medical Center for her Corporate Work Study Program 
(CWSP) job during her sophomore and junior years. This opportunity gave Enat an un-
derstanding of how a hospital operates. During her senior year she worked at OHSU for 
her CWSP job. At OHSU, Enat worked closely with physicians and scientists on cancer 
clinical trials. 
     "Both of my CWSP experiences at DLSNC were invaluable and have had a tremen-
dous impact on my career choices," Enat says. 
     As an aspiring physician-scientist, Enat looks forward to working with underserved 
communities and would like to make healthcare more inclusive and accessible. 
 

Students Share Their Perspectives on Online Learning 
     Jada Monk '23 said, "I really appreciate my teachers and fellow classmates for trying to adjust and work through 
these challenging times as a community. Thanks to online learning I'm starting to discover some functions on 
Google I didn't know existed! And I'm still learning new things in each of my classes every week! It's a big challenge to 
stay focused and awake while I'm warm and cozy at home. I never realized how distracting my cats were!” 
     Lien Nguyen '21 said, "I love how hard-working my teachers are. I love how supportive my classmates are. I  
appreciate my teachers for teaching us new things and sticking through everything with us. One challenge of online 
learning is definitely the community or lack thereof. I really miss everyone, and I'm excited for the next school year 
when hopefully everything gets better. It's nice to be able to have more time to learn new things about myself and 
reflect on what I'm looking for in my life. I have to remind myself daily that, ‘I am safe at home. I am not stuck at 
home.’ But I know we will all get through this.”  
     Cing Nem '21 said, "I appreciate all the teachers and how they work so hard for the students. Teaching online is 
not easy. I respect them too. I'm learning how time management is important in this quarantine especially with 
school work. Sometimes I forget when an assignment is due. The challenge is that I want to have more free time so  
I don't really focus my homework.”  
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DLSNC Starts Food Pantry 
     De La Salle is offering a pop-up food pantry every 2 weeks 
through the summer for DLSNC students and alumni.  Items 
available include: dry goods, canned goods, bulk cooking oil, 
fresh veggies and fruit, and occasionally eggs. 
 
Congrats, Class of 2020! 
     37 of our 58 Class of 2020 graduates have won scholar-
ships, including the UNCF (United Negro College Fund) 
WINGS Scholarship, Ford Family Foundation Scholarship, 
and The Renaissance Foundation Scholarship. Valedictorian 
Taji Chesimet will be attending the University of Chicago, 
valedictorian Juan Lazaro will be attending the University of 
Notre Dame and valedictorian Y Nguyen will be attending 
Portland State University.  
 
New Campus 
     On March 17, De La Salle North Catholic High School (DLSNC) announced its plans to build a permanent home 
at its new location at St. Charles Parish at 5310 NE 42nd Ave. in Northeast Portland.  Since it opened in 2001, De 
La Salle North Catholic has operated in two locations and is looking forward to having a permanent home. The lease 
on its current building at 7528 N. Fenwick Avenue, which formerly served as Kenton Elementary School and is 
owned by Portland Public Schools, expires in June 2021. In March of 2019, De La Salle North Catholic announced 
a partnership with St. Charles Parish to co-locate at the parish situated on the southeast corner of NE 42nd Avenue 
and Killingsworth Street.  
     Plans for the new campus include leading-edge science labs, a visual arts center and a high school competition 
gym. The science classrooms will allow for both technology-based and hands-on labs to provide a greater variety of 
experiential learning in physics, biology and chemistry. The visual arts center will be a modern classroom to explore 
painting, drawing, ceramics, print-making, photography and design, and will have direct access to a courtyard for 
outdoor instruction.  
 
Ms. Tiffany Peacock-Broyles, Correspondent 
 

Justin-Siena High School | Napa, CA 
 
Distance Learning at Justin-Siena 
     It’s the things we don’t expect to happen that bring us 
together. Back in January, we didn’t ring in the new year 
thinking the entire world would go into lockdown, with 
families separated and toilet paper held in the highest  
regard. Yet here we are, sixth months later, still shell 
shocked as ever, but here all the same. Everyday I think 
back to how the rest of our high school year would have 
gone, with spring sports in high gear, the musical about to 
hit the stage, Lenten charity events, prom, finals, gradua-
tion...the list goes on and on. However, as sad as it is to 
think of what could have been, the end of my sophomore 
year at Justin-Siena was something I will never forget. In 
the years to come, when I recall the spring of 2020, I 

know I’ll think of all the wonderful ways my Braves family came together to make the best out of what we had. 
     Zoom: a term most didn’t know about, and now everyone can’t live without. People wonder what the best aspect 
of Justin-Siena is, and one of my first responses is always that the teachers care so so much about their students. I 
believe COVID-19 didn’t change that, but rather, proved it to the fullest extent. All of my teachers put in unimagi-
nable time and effort into our learning, from daily check-ins to flexible schedules that accommodated our stress. But 
most importantly, they did it out of love. Sometimes I’d join a Zoom call, and half an hour was spent just catching 
up with each other, because it’s one thing to say you care, but it’s a whole other to show it. The entire JS faculty and 
staff undoubtedly cared. Knowing that everyone was affected by the pandemic, Wellness Fridays were set up to help 
us recuperate, and sessions with counselors were always available. I sometimes worry that it’ll be tough adjusting 
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back in the fall, if schools are possibly in-person again, but I trust that we will find a way, because that’s just what 
we do at Justin-Siena. 
     Our motto, ALL HEART, is unique to each person. For me, this adage changed constantly throughout the year. 
Back in October, ALL HEART was being patient while wildfires and power outages took out most of Homecoming 
week. In December, ALL HEART was about giving back through our partnership with the Salvation Army. And 
now, amidst a global pandemic, ALL HEART has been perseverance. As I wrote in my Leadership final, “although 
a disappointingly large number of our school events have been cancelled this year, I think we always found a way to 
bounce back.” We continued to hold prayer services, using the chat feature on Zoom to let people speak their minds, 
as well as a virtual talent show, which was definitely one of my favorite moments of the second semester. Just as we 
would have done on Founders Day in May, JS hosted a one of a kind talent show in which all sorts of acts and skits 
were displayed for everyone to watch through Zoom. I’d say the ALL HEART spirit of our community shined extra 
bright that evening, with a variety of student participation and to top it off, an amazing farewell music video dedicat-
ed to the seniors. Even though it hurt to see the Braves who mean so much to me secluded to their own living rooms, 
it was an inspiring moment to know we would always be there for each other, through thick and thin.  
     2020 continues to test us, and I don’t think it will stop any time soon. The coronavirus is just one of the many 
obstacles that have been put in front of humanity. Throughout the country, protests regarding racial injustice remind 
us that change is not something to recoil from but to work towards. Just a week into summer, Justin-Siena held a 
social justice forum to address the worldwide strife and give students the opportunity to discuss their viewpoints.      
     Our mission statement continues to speak a magnitude of truths about our Braves family, stating that Justin-Siena 
is “...a community that prepares students to serve and to lead in an ever-changing world.” The love I have for my 
school dwells deeper than just my gratitude for a safe place where I can learn and grow as a human being. Justin-
Siena’s progressive nature and willingness to go above and beyond for its students and their families is something I 
really admire. This first half of 2020 has been challenging in lots of ways, but with an ALL HEART attitude and 
fellow Braves by our sides, I have faith that we will overcome. 
 
Contributed by Eleanor Meyers, Class of 2022 
Mr. Jeremy Tayson, Correspondent 
 

Les Amis des Frères | Napa, CA 
 
     Our group was founded in the 1980s by former Brothers Patrick 
O’Brien, Chuck Meuel and his wife, Nina, Gerald Forrest, and John    
Savage, who were inspired by the pioneering work of Brother Edward 
Behan, FSC, of blessed memory. 
     Dino Ghilarducci rightly deserves to be included in the ranks of the 
founders because of his ground-breaking creation and stewardship of our 
private Facebook group.  
     After our group had been around on Facebook for a while under the 
group’s name given in homage to the order’s French origins (“Les Amis 
des Frères”), it was Dino’s brilliant idea to expand its title on Facebook 
to the one you see on the heading above. 
     I’m sure that this is one of the factors that has led to the growth and 
vitality of our online presence: it has made our group easily accessible to 
interested persons, and many have joined from the SFNO district, from 
the legacy New Orleans-Santa Fe district, and from other districts as well. 
     Here’s what Dino has had to say about that: “Wow!!! This site was 
created over 10 years ago and now we are nearing almost 200 members. 
Pat [O’Brien] would be very happy at the success of this site. Recently, 
we have had several new members that I don't know but others in this 
group remember them from years ago. Hopefully, next year, we will be 
able to have our annual picnic and retreat at the Russian River. I hope all 
members seize the opportunity and make the effort to join us in person!!!” 
     There are at least two other factors for the growth of our Facebook presence: The support and encouragement of 
the Visitor, Brother Donald.  He sees us as Lasallian partners and provides us with District notifications about the 
Brothers who were our teachers and confreres, and he welcomes and joins us at our annual reunion picnic at Mont 
La Salle. He is a member of our Facebook group and also a Facebook friend to many of us on our personal pages. 
     The active participation of our District Archivist, Jennifer Sturm.  She never fails to provide interesting photos 
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and stories, and they always lead to lively thought-provoking comments, memories, and discussions.  This photo got 
your attention, didn’t it! 
     As Dino said, it seems that we will not be having our week-long gathering at St. Joseph’s Camp at the Russian 
River nor our annual picnic at Mont La Salle in 2020. But, God willing, we will resume both in 2021. In the mean-
time, stay safe and “find us on Facebook” and join up! 
 
Mr. Michael Tscheekar, Correspondent 
 

Mullen High School | Denver, CO 
 

Continuing a Mission, Even During Quarantine 
     At the beginning of the quarantine caused by the pandemic 
of the coronavirus (COVID-19), Lindsey Sowitch was like  
everyone else in that she was confused as well as startled. 
     However, the Mullen junior refused to think of herself.  And 
she decided to do something positive about it. 
     So she dove into a clothing drive for Colorado students who 
struggle to possess proper attire to attend school. Sowitch is 
well aware of today’s students and their worries about appearance. 
     “It’s a good feeling,” Sowitch said.  It’s particularly good 
for others, notably the more than 204,000 in-state students who 
are eligible beneficiaries of the Clothes to Kids of Denver on 
South Colorado Boulevard.  Sowitch estimates she has accumulated 
“probably a few hundred” articles of clothing for the organization. 
     Originally, Sowitch had planned to visit Clothes to Kids of 
Denver in between swimming training at the University of 
Denver, but with most everything else the past few months, the 
pandemic forced other ideas. 
     Still, said Valerie Lunka, executive director of Clothes to 
Kids of Denver, Sowitch “has just gone above and beyond to 

help kids and under these circumstances, usually youths would be working in the store and sorting clothing and doing 
things in the store that need to be done. But because of the pandemic, we couldn’t have that. So Lindsey took it upon 
herself to be a self-advocate and drop-off point. She has been collecting clothing, she goes through it all, sorts it and 
only brings the stuff good enough to give to her friends.” 
     Sowitch, a talented, productive swimmer who had a hand in four school records in February’s Class 4A Colorado 
championships and led the Mustangs to a third-place finish, had a tie to Lunka through basketball husband Mike was 
a coach)and older sister Paige, a 2020 Mullen graduate headed to TCU. Along with the approval of her mother, An-
drea, Sowitch said she also posted on her neighborhood Facebook page “and moms have been giving me clothes 
their kids have outgrown. They come (to her house) and drop it off or I go to pick it up.” 
     A year ago, Lunka said, the nonprofit Clothes to Kids in Denver provided “10,000 wardrobes.” Lunka’s group 
seeks slightly worn shirts, shorts, pants, sneakers, etc. The only things required to be new are underwear and socks. 
Plus, she said, Sowitch has been instrumental in adding bras to the female fix. And the store is open to kids of all 
ages, up to a 21-year-old working on a GED. 
     “This really speaks to who she is,” Lunka said of Sowitch. 
     And all Sowitch, who is waiting to be able to visit colleges before she makes a commitment, wants is an opportunity 
to help. 
     “They want gently worn clothes for kids be proud wearing,” she said. 
 
Contributed by Mr. Neil Devlin, Sports Information Director 
Ms. Amy Zach, Correspondent 
 

Provincialate Community | Mont La Salle, CA 
 
     As for everyone, the most immediate context for living has been the COVID-19 phenomenon and now more re-
cently the social unrest in response to the police brutality and deaths.  At the Provincialate community we have been 
blessed with wonderfully effective medical attention and care. No one has shown any signs of the new strain of flu, 
neither Brothers nor essential workers who have continued their service to us, with all the precautions of masks,  
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various ways to clean /disinfect while maintaining  personal distance.   
     The prudence of the “shelter in place” and physical distancing have come with a demand to adjust our usual 
forms of “community life” but we seem to be coping and even benefiting with some new insights as to use of time 
and social interactions with one another.   We have been fortunate to have the replacement of “daily communion 
services” in the absence of the normal celebration of the Eucharist. In the evenings, we spend time watching films 
and later discussing them; more attention is paid and sharing views of the political and social developments going 
on; leaning new ways to carry on our ministries by way of the internet/Zoom meetings.  And most of us seem to val-
ue the time saved and used for other endeavors as well as the funds not spent!  
     Our community mission of “hospitality” has been the biggest casualty since there are no in-person meetings nor 
use of the Conference Center; and no guests for dinner nor visits by friends and colleagues to meet the Brothers of 
the community.  But one bright spot has been the outreach of Justin-Siena High School to invite us to participate in 
their “virtual events and forms of student interaction.”  Brothers David Sinitiere, George Van Grieken, Mark Mur-
phy and Larry Haley participated in a “virtual meeting” with 25 juniors and seniors as part of their Lasallian Leader-
ship Class. Under the direction of Ms. Megan Dominici and Ms. Megan Alexander-Short, we engaged for an hour in 
exchanging responses to student questions about what we had learnt from our years of experience as “Lasallian 
Leaders” ! By all reports, including the reactions of the Brothers, it was a great adventure and opens avenues for fur-
ther participation.  
     Brother personnel has also brought some changes, missing the lively presence of Br. James due to his move to St. 
Paul’s, Covington and Br Nick taking up his new District responsibilities and moving in as a very active member of 
the community. Br George has also had an extended stay here since he is not able to return to Rome for that part of 
his ministry. However, he has been able to take on many projects while here at MLS for such a long stint, such as 
finish setting up the Lasallian Research Center TV Studio, and complete some District and Regional projects. He 
also stays in touch with the Lasallian Research and Resources Service in Rome so that he can keep our international 
projects moving forward 
     The District Leadership Team has made the transition to “Zoom meetings” with apparent effectiveness and 
whole new forms of operating. Br Michael Murphy has not been able to have his usual form of participation in the 
community but has been involved in attending to students at St. Mary’s College who could not return to their homes 
as did almost the entire student body. 
     Brothers John, Armand, Richard, Bob, David, Kevin and Stan have been able to keep up their involvements, es-
pecially in community service work or a District ministry – at times taking them off the property but most of the 
time adjusting to getting it done in place, often by way of the internet.  
     The entire community has also adjusted to changing modes of operation that include the absence of DLSI office 
personnel, who only this past week are returning from full time “work at home” mode to staged presence here at the 
Mont with schedules that keep the number of people at any one time to a minimum.  Brothers Stan, Kevin and 
Mark, as well Br Donald, have keep up their involvement with the schools and communities by way of internet and 
phone in the absence of personal contact.  
     We hope and pray for an evolving return to a better balance of “ways we use to do things” in combination with 
some of the “new ways we are learning” that are proving effective.  But we especially pray and work in whatever 
ways we can to address the political and social forms of unrest, justified anger and look to promote peaceful ways to 
govern ourselves as a country. Prayers for God’s grace in all these endeavors.  
 
Brother Mark Murphy, FSC, Correspondent 
 

Saint Mary’s College High School | Berkeley, CA 
 
A Spring Term Like No Other 
     Like every District school, Saint Mary’s found itself closed to    
on-campus education in mid-March.  To say that the school rose to 
the challenge would be an understatement.  Well before the formal 
stay at home and closed campus orders were issued around the county, 
state, and country, Saint Mary's was actively preparing for the possi-
bility of "distance learning."  The campus closed right after the    
conclusion of its annual Enrichment Week and the Spring Academic 
Term got underway, just a week delayed, on St. Patrick’s Day.  By 
all accounts, the nearly four months of teaching and learning and 
maintaining community were as successful as could possibly be    
anticipated. Teachers, administrators, staff, parents, and students, 
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sharing a strong Lasallian bond already, helped one another navigate the monumental changes, fear, sicknesses, loss, 
and isolation so prevalent those first weeks.  With great faith in Mission, amazing creativity, and abundant prayer, 
hope, and investments in time and effort, Saint Mary’s brought online education and community to life.  That’s not 
to say it was easy.  The Lasallian Community has     always been acknowledged as the heart of Saint Mary’s, and its 
greatest strength.  It seemed to only get better and stronger as the school year wove through hills and valleys to its 
conclusion on June 11.  The “holy presence of God” and De La Salle’s admonition to teachers to “be with students 
from morning till night” took on new meaning, given the very different virtual world of education and co-curricular 
programs.   And all this while some teachers had spouses and children working/learning from home, as well.  

 
Snapshots 
     Daily classroom prayer and personal and academic counseling 
continued, sometimes needed more than ever.  Campus clubs and 
sports teams met online, finding new ways to work together and 
to literally keep moving:  physically, educationally, and emotion-
ally.  Student Life sponsored contests that became a hit among 
students:  dozens of students participated in a Virtual Talent 
Show when the annual Spring Musical on campus had to be can-
celled.  A weekly “Chopped Challenge” contest open to students 
and their families found some creative chefs among the student 
body.  Classic “Show and Tell” segments introduced students to 
one another’s homes and neighborhoods; even silly pet tricks 
were shared.   
     Attendance at online Parent Association meetings and parent 
grade-level meetings actually increased with parents dropping in 
from home rather than dealing with evening commutes getting to 
campus.  Incoming freshmen had a multi-part virtual class orien-
tation, and the annual Spring Dance Concert, Zoomed from indi-
vidual students’ homes, was simply beautiful.  “PROME” became 

the way to go among schools nationwide, and Saint Mary’s juniors and seniors attended theirs in mid-May, joined 
by faculty dance-offs and even a virtual red carpet to show off formal wear.  Service projects took on new and     
different forms closer to home and family, and the delayed Lenten Operation Rice Bowl collection will now continue 
until the new school year.   
     The “Panther Press” digital campus newspaper kept interesting topics in front of the community, from stay-at-
home-inspired personality surveys (Are you an introvert or an extrovert?), to COVID facts vs. fiction, to candidate 
statements by a strong lineup of prospects for next year’s student leadership positions and rising senior class officers.  
Digital elections were held as scheduled. 
     Faculty, staff, and directors’ meetings were more frequent, and administrators regularly joined the virtual District
-sponsored gatherings to share best practices and maintain Lasallian camaraderie.  
     Perhaps the greatest success of the unique Spring Term was the highly-touted “#FTW” – “Fun through Wellness” 
weekly community block activity.  Teachers and students created a great selection of fun, healthy, educational, and 
thoughtful activities; participation increased weekly.  Offerings included Zumba (or “Zoom-ba”), a weekly Mystery 
activity, Meditation, Doodle Art, Cosmology, and much more.   
     The senior class Daily Announcements Team received a well-deserved shout out from the Principal at graduation 
for their remarkable work with Director of Communications Brother Dan Morgan in remotely brightening the unusual 
school days with cheerful and comical anecdotes, school news updates, senior athlete profiles, and even the daily 
“Happy Birthday” sung to celebrants in the community.  While experiencing the ebb and flow and fear and hope of 
the global pandemic along with the rest of the world, spirits remained pretty high as Saint Mary’s moved through 
the Spring Term.  
 
Signs of the Times and Signs of Faith  
     A myriad of emotions accompanied thoughts of the end of school, missing traditional senior events, and gradua-
tion.  After weeks of virtual school, together but apart, Saint Mary’s High seniors received some very special and 
meaningful moments with teachers in late May, and a very different but terrific graduation day on Sunday, June 7.  
Special packages were prepared for personal delivery to the homes of the 134 seniors in Saint Mary’s Class of 2020.  
Faculty, staff, and administrators, masked, sanitized, and properly distancing, dropped off gift boxes wrapped in 
Saint Mary’s red and white that the seniors opened together on May 15 on Zoom.  Included were their cap and 
gown, yearbook, a special class tee shirt, and lots of 2020 “bling” to help make their final weeks of school more fun.  
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Each received a great “Saint Mary’s Graduate 2020” yard 
sign for their front lawn, too.  Seniors were wonderfully    
surprised and were delighted to see teachers in person for the 
first time in two months.   
     Weeks of planning, refining, and some amazing creativity 
made the final two weeks of school the best they could possibly 
be for Saint Mary’s Class of 2020.  With plans in place for a 
Graduation Car Parade set for the afternoon of Sunday, June 
7, the commencement exercises themselves and the annual 
Baccalaureate Mass were cleverly and safely filmed on campus 
over several days, in segments that were then blended seam-
lessly into beautiful and memorable videos streamed on the 
school web site on June 6 and 7, at the exact times the two 
events would have taken place at U. C. Berkeley’s Zellerbach 
Hall and in the school auditorium, respectively.  Class of 
2016 and 2019 alumni did a terrific job on the videos, along 
with Brother Dan. 
 

Pre-recording Senior Moments 
     On two afternoons in late May, seniors in caps and gowns arrived solo on campus in pre-assigned groups of 20, 
masked and waiting six feet apart on two sides of campus, then entered the school auditorium to be filmed receiving 
then-empty diploma covers.  The several dozen faculty members in academic regalia, masked, seated many feet 
apart in disinfected chairs, and cheering the students’ entrance were an unexpected and welcome surprise.  It was the 
students’ first visit to campus since mid-March.  Speeches, award presentations, the Salutatorian and Valedictory 
addresses, and the Golden Graduates address by a member of the Class of 1970 were also filmed on campus over the 
course of the week, each with no audience present, and were woven into the final video presentation.   
 
GRADUATION DAY! 
     With the pre-recorded Baccalaureate Mass and Commencement videos both now happy memories, Sunday after-
noon, June 7 brought gowned and capped graduates and family members, in one car per group, to the red and white 
balloon and banner-festooned campus for the Graduation Day Car Parade. See Class of 2020 Car Parade video.  
Over some four-plus hours, in alphabetical order and strictly-timed, fun and crazy decorated family sedans, vans, 
trucks, and a Jeep or two wove around the school parking lot to DJ music and a phalanx of more than fifty faculty 
members at their distanced “X” spots and donning academic regalia, who welcomed them with cheers and pom pons 
and dancing.  While families watched from their vehicles, each student made a final walk across a campus path to 
receive a diploma and gift bag from school principal, Dr. Pete Imperial, then rejoined their family members for a 
formal photograph before departing the campus for the final time, now as Saint Mary’s Panther Alumni!  On the 
block-long street leading to the campus, neighbors also cheered from decorated homes, adding a great touch. 
     Valedictorian Lucas Manuel-Scheibe shared a reflection with his classmates about this moment in history:  “We 
were born right after 9/11, just kids as the 2008 financial crisis 
struck. We entered high school in 2016, during a period of 
growing social and political polarization, and now we’re grad-
uating alongside a worldwide pandemic. Are we cursed or 
something?”  He followed with, “We have been through so 
much; and yet, because of it, we stride with compassion, crea-
tivity, and perseverance. And it is these attributes that have been 
fostered at Saint Mary’s.”  See Class of 2020 Graduation video.  
 
Annual Honors Presented  
     Presentations traditionally made during Founder’s Day cel-
ebrations in May were delayed until the last day of school on 
June 11.  The final video announcements for the school year 
included honors for employees’ Years of Service at Saint 
Mary’s, and the Lasallian Educator of the Year.  Service honors 
went to fifteen members of the faculty, staff, and administra-
tion marking increments of five years of service at Saint 
Mary’s.  Among these were Principal, Dr. Peter Imperial, and 
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Faculty members in academic regalia, seated safely apart, greeted 
the unsuspecting seniors for the late May filming sequences.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0kR3-zqFOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82prLm3Vbmw


Vice-Principal for Student Life, Ms. Cathy Molinelli, both celebrating fifteen years at the school, and faculty member 
Mrs. Carla Harkness, honored for twenty-five years.  Ms. Cherisse Payne (pictured) was named Lasallian Educator 
of the Year;  she has served at Saint Mary’s as a Math teacher since 2014 and the school’s Director of Admissions 
since 2017.  
     Saint Mary’s extends congratulations to all fellow Lasallian seniors and schools at graduation time, and wishes a 
happy, restful, and healthy summer to all! 
     Visit the Saint Mary’s web site to view the Baccalaureate Mass and 2020 Graduation videos.  
 
Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman, Correspondent 
 

Saint Michael’s High School | Santa Fe, NM 
 
     In the midst of a world at unrest as injustices arise across the country, 
there is still much to appreciate. As we look at things with eyes of faith we 
can recognize the light of hope as we reflect on the strength and unity and 
perseverance of our Lasallian community. We are in extraordinary times 
that challenge us but in reflecting on the community of Saint Michael’s, 
hope is our guide. 
     A lot and a little seems to have happened since the last newsletter. St. 
Michael’s celebrated the crowning of Wrestling State Champions senior 
Jaden Mifsud and junior Santiago Martinez as well as State Champion 
Boys Swim team.  In addition, another congratulations went out to the   
Pony Express Dance Team who brought home the National Championship 
title.  We journeyed with our juniors and seniors spiritually through Kairos 
in January, had a beautiful Ash Wednesday celebration in February.  We 
competed in Honor Band and Choir, but as we left for Spring Break in 
March students were told to take all their books home and teachers needed 
to start prepping virtually as we “prepared for the worst”.  
     Well, that day came and we as a community followed the regulations 
and guidelines like everyone else in the world and became the best online 
school in Santa Fe that we could possibly be. Hats off to our teachers 
who became students again as they learned new programs to better them-
selves for their students. I sit in awe as I reflect on my colleagues’ crea-
tivity and persistence. I am proud of our students tenacious spirit as their classroom became a computer screen.  I 
am thankful for the participation and support from students and colleagues on virtual retreats.  
     In reflecting on everything, I must admit that I have the greatest respect and care for our senior class. They too 
worked hard in their classes that suddenly became virtual, but their character came to light through this challenging 
time. A couple of weeks into our shelter in place, they united their spirits and created a “Thank You” video for the 
teachers.  They were truly engaged with one another as we gathered in Zoom rooms for retreat. They volunteered to 
go to the store or run errands for some of our high risk teachers.  They are the living example of the Lasallian motto, 

“Enter to Learn. Leave to Serve.”   
     So it was with joyful hearts full of deep gratitude that we 
were able to physically be together, with respect to social dis-
tancing, on June 19, 2020 at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint 
Francis of Assisi to celebrate the Baccalaureate Mass and 
Commencement with Archbishop Wester and give honor to 
the Class of 2020. Principal Sam Govea said it well in his 
address to the newest graduates: “We are in an extraordinary 
time right now and it takes extra ordinary people to get 
through times like this. You are extraordinary! You are a 
light in the pain of this pandemic.” 
     While it was graduates only in the Cathedral, the ceremony 
was streamed live for all to join. Everyone had a great seat 
for viewing!  After the ceremony, the Parent’s Club orga-
nized a celebratory parade through the city that ended at 
school with the social distance version of the traditional cap 
toss.  There really is so much to celebrate and be grateful for 
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The Class of 2020 celebrates its moment. 

A highlight of 2019-20 was a national championship 
for the Pony Express Dance Team.  

https://www.saintmaryschs.org/


with our St. Mike’s family!  We are extremely grateful for all 
who had a part in honoring our graduates!  
     As we bid farewell to our seniors and wish them all the 
best of luck and good fortune as they venture off into the next 
chapter of their life story, we also send our gratitude and 
blessings to the teachers who retired or have moved else-
where. In particular we thank Assistant Principal Ron Geyer 
and President Taylor Gantt for the leadership and care they 
provided in their respective roles. We are grateful for and 
welcome Mrs. Leslie Kilmer, St. Michael’s new Interim President.  
May God continue to guide them all on the next part of their 
respective journeys.   
     Finally, we remember and give thanks for Glenn Strock 
who passed away suddenly. His love for God and his faith 
filled spirit will forever remain with us as we walk by the 
beautiful mural depicting our Lasallian history. Eternal rest 
grant unto him, O Lord…. We are grateful for the love and 
dedication of his wife, Alida, who has been completing the 

finishing touches and keeping Glenn’s spirit alive through her work.  
     As the school year leads into a nice break we continue to pray for rest in our minds and hearts, peace and justice 
in our country, and health and safety in our world. May we all keep the light of hope alive in our hearts and in our 
lives.  LJIOH...forever!  
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, Correspondent 
 

Saint Paul’s School | Covington, LA 
 
Community 
     Remember what life was like in the early months of 2020 B.C. before the coronavirus? Life in our retirement 
community hasn't change that much, but we live under new restrictions. With the exception of going to the doctor, 
most of us stay home. In a very real way we are living a cloistered life. So, it might be a good idea to call this edition of 
our community newsletter Tales From The Cloister. Since most of us are retired, staying at home is really not a 
problem for us. As our Benedictine Chaplain said: "We are all monks now." 
     As a community, we have been blessed to have Mass celebrated five times a week. It feels strange with our chapel 
closed to the public. On a daily basis we always had a nice group of our friends who would celebrate Mass with us. 
All of us are looking forward to the day when we will be together again.   
     We celebrated the Easter Triduum with great Solemnity. Brothers John Larose, Duane Gregory and Louis 
Welker prepared everything for the chapel services and decorations around the community. We tried to keep things 
as normal as possible. Brother James Joost prepared our Easter Sunday lunch and supper. He also has been preparing 
meals since we lost our Sunday cook.  
     On May 8th, we celebrated the 74th birthday of Brother Peter Dudenheffer. We also celebrated the 72nd birthday 
of Brother Ray Bulliard on May 25th. 
     All of the Pomp and Circumstance that usually occurs at the end of the school year was cancelled due to COVID-
19. Graduation has been postponed until July 25th. Preparations are being made for the opening of the 2020-21 
school year, but no one knows what the schedule will look like. 
     Our Tales from the Cloister brought some joyful news. Brother Jerry Vincent has been re-appointed Director for 
another four years. Our joy was increased a hundred-fold when Brother Javier Hansen joined our community.  Being 
a retirement community most of the Brothers cannot remember the last time they lived with a young Brother. Some 
of us discussing the matter came up with the year 1977. We wish Brother Javier great success in his ministry in the school. 
     In closing, let us keep one another in our prayers during this crisis time in our world.  I think we all long for the 
day when things will return to normal. Hopefully, during this time of sheltering in place all of us have used this time 
to pray more often, draw closer to our family members and do what we can to be of assistance to the most vulnerable. 
 
Brother Louis Welker, FSC, Correspondent 
 
School 
     Saint Paul’s School held a special graduation ceremony on June 6 in Our Lady of Peace Chapel on campus for 
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three members of the class of 2020 who will be joining the military 
to serve our country. Basic training for these young men will 
begin before the July 25 graduation ceremony for the class of 
2020, so they were honored before they were required to report.  
Tristan Brooks Avant will join the Marine Corps Reserve, Colin 
Joseph Mayberry will join the Louisiana National Guard, and 
Jacob Louis Organ will join the United States Army.  
     Rock Organ, brother of Matthew and incoming prefreshmen, 
began the ceremony with a trumpet rendition of The National 
Anthem. The community joined the graduates in the traditional 
opening song, Rise Up, O Men of God. Tristan Avant did a 
reading from the Book of Joshua, Colin Mayberry, led the     
Response and Jacob Organ, and led the Intercessions. Mrs. 
Renee Miller, Senior Counselor did a reading from the Gospel 
of John. SMSgt. Don Pressley, a veteran of the United States 
Air Force, and long time faculty member, addressed the group. 
Brother Raymond Bulliard, President of Saint Paul’s, Mr. Trevor 
Watkins, ASFC, and Mr. Joseph Dickens, Assistant Principal, conferred diplomas to the graduates. Brother Ken 
Boesch, FSC, Saint Paul’s Musician in Residence, provided music for the ceremony. The graduation ended with 
America the Beautiful as the closing song. Graduates, families, and faculty were invited to the cafeteria for a reception 
in honor of these outstanding young men. 
     Saint Paul’s School is pleased to announce that four members of the class of 2020, Brenden Dautrive, Reece 
Grimley, Ben Klein, and Ian Kramer have earned the title of National Merit Scholarship Finalist for the 2019-20 
school year. National Merit Finalist not only have an outstanding academic record, but also  must have outstanding 
contributions to both school and community, as well as demonstrating leadership abilities.. Finalists are selected on 
the basis of their skill, accomplishments, and potential for success in rigorous college studies. 
     Class of 2020 Salutatorian Blake Bollinger is this year’s recipient of the Youth Lector Award Scholarship spon-
sored by the Mary Queen of Peace Lector Ministry.  The $500 scholarship is awarded to eligible graduating high 
school seniors who have participated in the Lector Ministry during their high school years.  Blake has been an altar 
server for eight years and a very active MQP Youth group member, participating in mission trips and attending the 
March for Life in Washington, D.C. the last four years.  He has served numerous times at Saint Louis Cathedral 
with Most Reverend Archbishop Gregory Aymond as the celebrant. Blake also has been a recipient of the Saint 
Timothy Award and the Archdiocese of New Orleans Youth Award. 
     Saint Paul’s School is pleased to announce that they have received two awards for their outstanding Project Lead 
the Way Programs. The school was recognized by the national Project Lead the Way Organization which is a non-
profit group that provides a transformative learning experience for PreK-12 students and teachers across the U.S. 
Their mission is to create an engaging classroom environment unlike any other. PLTW empowers students to develop 
and apply in-demand transportable skills by exploring real-world challenges. Through the pathways in computer  
science, engineering, and biomedical science, students not only learn technical skills, but also learn to solve prob-
lems, think critically and creatively, communicate, and collaborate. Classes also provide teachers with the training, 
resources, and support they need to engage students in real-world learning. Saint Paul’s has been named a Distin-
guished School for the Gateway to Technology Program used with the prefreshmen, and the Distinguished High 

School for the engineering, computer science and biomedical sci-
ence programs. Saint Paul’s was the only high school in the 
state to receive this award. 
     Saint Paul’s students in the "Principles of Engineering" 
elective, taught by Richard Pichon traveled to the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette to attend "Engineering Day". The 
students were invited to attend classes where they met both 
current students and engineering faculty.  On their guided 
tour, they saw student projects, examined the engineering de-
partment and curriculum, and met with a group of future      
employers. The business representatives generously shared 
samples of their work and talked to the students about job 
skills needed. The day was an eye opening experience that en-
couraged students to continue in engineering education. 
     Members of the Saint Paul’s Petroleum Engineering class 
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(L-R) Jacob Organ, Colin Mayberry, and Tristan Avant before 
their graduation ceremony . 

The Petroleum Engineering class on its field trip in early March.   



taught by Ed Pribyl took a field trip to the Shell Training Center in Robert, Louisiana on March 11th. The center is 
an industry leading oil & gas training facility, serving and training industry staff from all across North America and 
Gulf of Mexico. It consists of working oil & gas equipment, hands-on training, combining classroom, interactive 
and advanced learning techniques. Under direction of training center staff, the students were able to: participate in 
virtual reality training at an offshore platform, tour and receive demonstrations in the production and instrumenta-
tion areas, learn the basics of individual safety and equipment safety, including firefighting areas, tour the helicopter 
underwater egress training area, put on personal protective equipment, life vest, and hard hats, and enter and ride in 
an offshore escape capsule, eat in the galley and tour the recreation and dorm areas and  participate in safety discussions. 
 
Ms. Karen Hebert, Correspondent 
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2020 – 2021 

SFNO Lasallians in FSC Discernment and Initial Formation 
 

 

 
   
  Matthew Chiantella will be a Residential Aspirant placed at the Saint Mary’s College High School Community,  
  Berkeley, CA, and serving in the school, where he will teach history and assist with Student Activities.  He is a  
  native of New Orleans, LA, where he earned a B.A. in Classical Studies and taught  at De La Salle High School. 
 
  Halan Gamino will be a Residential Aspirant placed at the Cathedral High School Community, El Paso, and  
  serving in the school, where he will teach math and assist with Campus Ministry.  He is a Fresno, CA native and  
  earned a B.A. in Liberal Arts from Saint Mary’s College of California. 
 
  Carter Powers will be a Residential Aspirant placed at Joseph Alemany Community, Moraga, CA, and  
  serving in various academic and student services support roles at De La Salle High School, Concord.  He is a   
  native of Salt Lake City, UT, and earned a B.A. in History from New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. 
 
  Hermes Ruiz will be a second-year Residential Aspirant continuing in the Sacred Heart Cathedral Community,   
  San Francisco, and serving at the school, where he teaches math and science.  He will discern the possibility    
  applying for Postulancy and enter initial formation.  
 
  Brother Javier Hansen, FSC is currently in temporary vows , which he will renew on August 13 at Saint Paul’s  
  School in Covington, LA.  He has been assigned to the Saint Paul’s School Community and will serve in the   
  School teaching Religion.  He also will serve as NOLA Area Liaison for the SFNO Vocation Ministry Team. 
 
  Brother Rafael Rodriguez will receive the habit of the Brothers on July 25 at Mont La Salle, Napa, and enter  
  the Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN) Novitiate in Chicago, IL.  At the completion of the Novitiate year,  
  he will pronounce first vows. 
 
  Brother Andrew Wozniak will continue as a Postulant in apostolic ministry in the Cathedral High School      
  Community, El Paso, and serve in the school teaching history.  He previously lived at Cathedral as a  Residential  
  Aspirant prior to 2019-20 when he entered the Regional Postulancy at Jeremy House in Philadelphia, PA. 

Hermes 

Ruiz 
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“Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.” 
Arthur Ashe  

 

Thank you for teaching us, Class of 2020. 



Announcing New Chief Administrators for 20-21 
       With the 2020-2021 school year comes changes in leadership for several San 
Francisco New Orleans ministries.  Five new chief administrators will take the 
helm at four schools, bringing with them over 130 combined years of experience 
in educational and business leadership. 
 

     Annemarie Bacich is the new principal of Christian Brothers 
High School in Sacramento, CA. She comes to Christian Brothers 
with extensive experience as a classroom teacher and administrator 
in Catholic schools on both the East and West Coasts.  Annemarie 
holds a bachelor’s degree from University of San Francisco, master’s 
degrees from UC Berkeley and Columbia University, and a teaching 
credential from The Catholic University of America. 

 
     Crystal LeRoy is the new president of Christian Brothers High 
School in Sacramento, CA.  She comes to Christian Brothers from 
Kenilworth, IL Public Schools where she was Superintendent/Chief 
School Business Official.  Crystal holds a bachelor’s degree in inter-
national relations from Northwestern University, Chicago, Illinois, 
and a master’s degree in cultural education and policy studies from 
Loyola University, Chicago.  

 
     Perry Martin is the new president of La Salle College Preparatory 
in Pasadena, CA.  Perry comes to La Salle College Prep from 
Maryknoll School in Honolulu, HI, where he served as President for 
12 years.  Perry holds a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Educa-
tion/Technology Education and a Master of Science in Elementary 
and Middle School     Administration, both from Western Oregon 
University, Monmouth.     

 
     Stephen Murphy is the new president of Cristo Rey De La Salle 
East Bay High School in Oakland, CA.  Stephen comes to Cristo Rey 
De La Salle from Alameda County Family Justice Center, District 
Attorney’s Office, where he was Director.  He holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1995 from the University of California at Berkeley 
and a Juris Doctor degree from the University of San Francisco 
School of Law.   
 
     Leslie Romero Kilmer is the interim president of Saint Michael’s 
High School in Santa Fe, NM.  She comes to Saint Michael’s after 
serving as Deputy Superintendent of Española Public Schools.  She 
holds a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from St. Mary 
of the Plains College in Dodge City, KS and a Master’s Degree in 
Secondary Language Arts with licensure in Educational Leadership 
from Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, NM. 

 
     Outgoing SFNO school chief administrators are Lorcan Barnes, president of 
Christian Brothers High School; Patrick Bonacci, AFSC, interim president of La 
Salle College Preparatory; Taylor Gantt, president of Saint Michael’s High School; 
Trina Koontz, interim principal of Christian Brothers High School; and Matt Powell, 
interim president of Cristo Rey De La Salle East Bay High School. 

Collection 

Captures SFNO 

Educators’ COVID 

Experiences 

     Reflections on ministry 
during the COVID-19  
pandemic by several San 
Francisco New Orleans 
teachers and administrators 
have been published in a 
booklet from the District's 
Office of Evangelization 
and Catechesis. 
     Pandemic Stirrings: 
Reflections by Lasallian 
Teachers in the Midst of 
COVID-19 offers a brief 
series of recollections and 
photos gathered by Evan-
gelization and Catechesis 
director Charles Legendre.   

     According to Legendre, 
the manuscript-format 
work "is a writing project 
meant to capture the imme-
diate movements in the 
hearts and minds of 
Lasallian teachers whose 
educational world radically 
shifted in mid-March as 
our campuses closed, dis-
tance learning began, and 
so much of normal campus 
life dissipated." 
 

Download PDF 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
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https://delasalle.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Pandemic-Stirrings-NEW.pdf


Memories and Perspectives: Beginnings of the “New Normal” 

 

DISTRICT VISTAS 

PAGE 20 

Brother Chris Patiño, FSC, SFNO Vocation Ministry Director 
 

     My mind has a thing for dates and so I tend to remember when something 
happened more than the actual details of the event! I have no doubt the week 
of March 8, 2020 will be etched in my mind for years to come.  On Sunday, I 
flew down to Los Angeles to make a visit to Cathedral High School.  That 
evening I joined the Brothers’ Community for a nice dinner out.  The next day 
was a “normal” full day of activities: presented to five sections of freshman 
religion classes, met with a group of seniors about the Brothers’ Contact pro-
gram, headed downtown to meet with the head of the Archdiocese of Los An-
geles Religious Education office, and made my way back to the airport.  A 
“normal” 24 hours in vocation ministry!   
     Yet, the cloud of COVID-19 hung over it all, especially at a rather sparse 

Burbank airport; the usual hustle and bustle of business travelers was gone.  I remember sitting down to 
eat prior to the flight—there were maybe 5 of us in what is usually a crowded dining room and bar. The 
flight was perhaps one-third full.  Yet, not sure where all this was going.  I returned to Oakland where I 
got in the car and made my way to Mont La Salle for a District Council meeting the next day followed 
by two days of vocation ministry presentations at Justin-Siena.  I could feel the anxiety of COVID-19 
coming upon us: how close should I sit next to someone? Are they coughing too much?  Don’t shake 
hands. Should I go into a restaurant? All levels of sports leagues announcing cancellation or delays to 
the season. Should I get on a plane and go to El Paso, my next stop?  I made the quick trip and returned 
for a surreal 72 hours.  March 14, 15, and 16 became the days where it all changed: schools announced 
distance learning plans, restaurants were ordered to close, and the eventual shelter-in-place mandates! 
     The next two weeks became about pivoting and processing as a new normal set in.  It was interest-
ing to cancel flight after flight and eventually my April calendar was blank—only to be quickly filled 
with Zoom meetings, virtual visits, check-in phone calls, recording video messages, and, oh, yes, Holy 
Week still happened!  Yes, vocation ministry had to adapt and yet much remained the same: the com-
mitment to accompany, reflect, and invite.  It is also meant a commitment to recognize that indeed “we 
are all in this together.”  It became about reaching out and being available to support, to collaborate and 
share resources, and to learn from what others were doing.  The new reality called us to a deeper sense 
of faith and zeal that is at the core of our Lasallian Catholic mission.  Faith in God’s holy presence and 
one another and the zeal to generously respond to the needs before us.  
     As I think about the impact on our mission, and in my case the work in vocation ministry, I am re-
minded of the adage, “Just when I thought I knew the answers, the questions changed.”  Yet, we are 
blessed by a 300+ year-old charism and tradition that has always found ways to adapt to new realities.  
We are challenged and encouraged by Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, Superior General, who wrote in 
his letter to the Brothers for Trinity Sunday, “as individuals and as communities we would do well to 
reflect on what is being asked of us right now and what it would be best for us to ignore.”  He adds, 
“these are times … for dreaming new scenarios, for inviting young people to join the journeyers who 
know how to sow hope and love while on the journey.”  In short, an invitation to re-envision and trust 
that our faith and zeal can continue to guide us. Thus, let us remember… 
 
Michael Daniels, SFNO Office of Education Director 
 

     Courage is not the absence of fear, but the ability to act despite it. -Archbishop Desmund Tutu 
 

     When schools rapidly transitioned to emergency, remote learning in mid-March, many expected to 
return to campus within a few weeks. As those few weeks turned into a few months, educators and 
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families courageously adapted from this unexpected, drastic transition to an 
intimate, expansive partnership between home and school. Throughout this 
spring, I have been privileged to witness bold leadership, adaptive teaching, 
resilient students and a consistently mission-centered approach toward teach-
ing, learning and growth amidst the most challenging circumstances of our 
lifetime.  
     School communities will be forever transformed as a result of the corona-
virus pandemic. Our society’s concurrent consciousness-raising around ad-
dressing racial injustice also leaves us uniquely positioned to leverage our 
Lasallian charism and commitment to community. Together we are continually 
re-visioning mission formation and accompaniment, virtual community build-
ing, and social justice promotion throughout these pandemic months. In this 
time of evolving trauma, I am impressed by the dialogue, programming and 

intentionality around caring for the social emotional needs and mental health of all members of our 
schools, adults and youth alike. Educators are exhausted and apprehensive, yet they work tirelessly to 
prepare for a return to school.  
     In the absence of significant medical advancements – like a vaccine or a proven treatment that is 
available and widely distributed - experts predict that our society will be challenged by the coronavirus 
pandemic indefinitely. Science indicates that additional surges will likely burden our healthcare system 
across the United States. In light of emerging realities across our District that vary drastically by geo-
graphic location, I believe that we will continue to respond to opportunities with the faith and zeal 
characteristic of our mission.  
     Some of our schools plan to open fully in August, while others plan for a hybrid on-campus/distance 
learning experience. I am confident that all will do so with the safety and well-being of all community 
members as the guiding principle. While the loss of in-person experience is real, our District unity re-
mains strong, as illustrated by the numerous, regular virtual Zoom gatherings of adults and students 
across our District. Our leadership groups of Brothers and partners have come together across new and 
differing platforms with relative ease, in no small part due to the primary unifying element of all as-
pects of our Lasallian charism- the youth entrusted to our care. And the creative ways in which our 
schools celebrated community in alternative ways throughout the spring was inspiring!  
     I trust in God’s Divine Providence and I believe that the Holy Spirt will continue to accompany us 
throughout what will likely be new challenges ahead. This week I have been reflecting upon words 
from Br. Robb Wallace, FSC, who went home to God in early May. Br. Robb and I exchanged numer-
ous cards throughout his illness. In my office at Mont La Salle, I have a card of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
displayed, for Br. Robb and I share a devotion to Our Lady. In the card, Br. Robb wrote: “I am hopeful 
that my health will improve, but come what may, the experience is everything. I find myself growing in 
compassion and empathy. Keep the prayers coming. I send my own back to you.” 
     May we ask for God’s grace to continue to grow in compassion and empathy. Let us pray for all our 
students and educators, along with our essential and care workers. Together we will persevere through 
this experience in faith and hope. 
 

Relay 
I thought 

It was a marathon, 
The work 

That must be done. 
I learned 

It was a relay. 
That changed everything 

 
Judy Brown, The Art & Spirit of Leadership 



 Brother Ralph Baltz, FSC, District of San Francisco New Orleans, who died on March 14, 2020, in Covington, LA. 

 John Ward, brother of Brother Thomas Ward, FSC, who died on April 10, 2020, in Danville, VA. 

 Bill Henneberry, Lasallian Alumnus and Partner, who died on April 30, 2020, in San Bruno, CA. 

 Brother Robert Wallace, FSC, District of San Francisco New Orleans, who died on May 4, 2020, in Los Angeles, CA. 

 Brother John Achin, FSC, District of San Francisco New Orleans, who died on June 3, 2020, at Mont La Salle in Napa, CA. 

 Louis Pierotti, Lasallian Alumnus and Partner, who dies on June 4, in Napa, CA. 

Requiescat in Pace  
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PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

JULY: Our Families  
 

We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance.  
 

AUGUST: The Maritime World  
 

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among them sailors, fishermen and their families.  
 

SEPTEMBER: Respect for the Planet's Resources  
 

We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner.  
 

OCTOBER: The Laity's Mission in the Church 

 

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may participate more in areas of responsibility 
in the Church. 

 
NOVEMBER: Artificial Intelligence 

 

We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve humankind.  
 

DECEMBER: For a Life of Prayer 

 

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.  

Papal Intentions  

COVID-19 PRAYER FROM THE SUPERIOR GENERAL 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in your mercy and compassion look kindly upon us.  
Bless our nurses, doctors, researchers and all healthcare personnel with courage and strength 
as they continue to care for our sick sisters and brothers. 
 

May your Holy Spirit inspire in all Lasallians a sense of social responsibility 
and guide us  to follow the directives of medical experts and governments 
so that together we can ensure the well-being of all, 
especially of those who are poor and have limited or no access to healthcare. 
 

Grant to each of us, Lord, the eyes to see our relatives, neighbors and friends who are alone, 
who have lost loved ones or who need a good Samaritan to do their shopping 
or assist with other basic needs.  Give us a compassionate heart that moves us to  
generously respond to those in distress. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in your mercy and compassion look kindly upon all members of the Lasallian Family. 
Bless all of us with peace and good health.  May the angels lead those who have died into paradise. 
Amen. 



PARTING SHOTS 

Born June 17, 1920 in New Orleans, Brother Thomas Ward of 

Christian Brothers School celebrated his 100th trip around the sun. 

Brother Tom Ward Turns 100! Christian Brothers 

School president 

Joey Scaffidi 

makes it official by 

awarding Brother 

Tom his 100th 

birthday medallion. 

Celebration planners,  

including CBS events 

expert Carol Couvillion, 

made sure that Brother 

Tom’s special day 

would be both safe and 

still packed with New 

Orleans fun. 

Brother Tom with fellow CBS Community Brothers 

(L-R) Gale Condit, Laurence Konnersmann, and John Mai. Throughout the day, CBS students, parents, and well-wishers 

joined in a drive-through celebration for Brother Tom. 

Live long enough and you get your own cookie! 
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