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Every night I lie in bed, the brightest colors fill my head. A million dreams are keeping me awake. 
I think of what the world could be, a vision of the one I see. 

A million dreams is all it's gonna take, a million dreams for the world we're gonna make. 
From A Million Dreams, © Kobalt Music Publishing Ltd., BMG Rights Management, Fox Music, Inc.  

 

     According to the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools’ publication, “Statistics as 
of December 31, 2019,” the current number of students in Lasallian schools around the world 
is 1,011,876. (p.6)  It is an impressive piece of data that speaks to our schools’ reputations 
and their success.  However, being Lasallians, our first impulse is to think of this figure not so 
much in terms of accomplishment as in responsibility.  We see 1,011,876 futures that have been 
entrusted to our care, each one different and each one sacred.  Students all with places to which 
they are anxious to go, with lives that they are anxious to live.  1,011,876 dreams.  What’s 
more, the world is waiting for every one of them.  Because its dream depends on theirs.  And 
that is really where the crux of our responsibility lies. 
     What does it mean for us as Lasallian educators that we are responsible for the dreams of 
our students’ and of the world?  Perhaps we should begin with the word itself.  What do we mean 
by dreams and by someone being a dreamer?  A true dreamer is not one who lives in unrealistic 
fantasies or worthless delusions.  A true dreamer is one who recognizes a thing that does not 
exist but is absolutely within reach and then relentlessly pursues it.  It is a thing that can create a 
wholeness, that can complete an incomplete piece of life.  In this understanding, the thing is the 
dream, the voice of our senses that keeps us awake with the question, as playwright and composer 
Lin-Manuel Miranda puts it, “What’s the thing that’s not in the world that should be in the world?”  
     So, how much attention as educators should we pay to dreams and dreamers?  Ideally, all 
of it.  The notion of what it means to educate can be traced to its two root words: ecucare, which is 
to train or mold, and educere, which is to lead out and to encounter.  Historically, these two 
movements — one from the mind and the other from the heart — have been the yin and the yang of 
formal education.  However, this relationship seems to have suffered as schools, particularly 
secondary schools, increasingly are asked to focus on,  paraphrasing author Neil Postman, a student’s 
ability to make a living over the ability to make a life.  While these two ends are not necessarily 
mutually exclusive, the point being made is that without an educational tradition that holds as its 
essential goal to nurture in students the drive to wonder, to imagine, to dream, what results is a 
world that no longer knows how to care about what it was meant to be.  It has lost its soul. 
     Lasallian education is rooted in a charism born of one man’s decision to create such a  
tradition.  Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s disposition for viewing all things with the eyes of 
faith filled him with an openness to God’s grace as it moved him to unimaginable possibilities.  
This would come to include believing that to be in God’s presence meant to be part of the 
divine dream, and so it was possible to change the lives of directionless men and children by 
opening their eyes to the reality that their lives could be better because they could be better.  
In his schools, nothing mattered more than the dignity and strength that came from this. 
     Today, our Lasallian spirit of faith challenges us to take this respect for dreams and dreamers 
even further, to see our students today are persons who are destined to change the world itself.  
We are called to deliver to all of them an education that does justice to the power of their promise 
and their resolve.  Robert F. Kennedy wrote, “Every generation inherits a world it never made; 
and, as it does so, it automatically becomes the trustee of that world for those who come after.” 
This is the task that history is giving to our students.  And not to fail them as their teachers is 
the task that it is giving to us.  Because our students are ready.  They have a million dreams 
for the world they’re going to make.  1,011,876 to be exact. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Superior General’s District Visit 

March 2-15 

 

LEC/DLT Meeting 

March 9 | Mont La Salle 

 

Johnston Institute SFNO Cohort 

March 12-14 | St. Joseph’s Camp 

 

RVFC Meeting 

March 15-18 | Loranger, LA 

 

RCCB Meeting 

April 1-3 | Ocean City, NJ 

 

Memorial of Our Lady of Good 

Counsel 

April 26 

 

Good Friday 

April 10 

 

Easter Sunday 

April 12 

 

RFPAC Meeting 

April 16-18 | Narragansett, RI 

 

RFC Meeting 

April 22 | Washington, D.C. 

 

LEC/DLT Meeting 

April 23 | Mont La Salle 

 

LV 30th Anniversary Gala 

April 25 | Manhattan College 

 

Memorial of Blessed Nicolas Roland 

April 27 

 

Feast of Our Lady of the Star 

May 8 

 

 

Have you noticed that the same people who demand more and more complex cell 
phones still haven’t mastered the advanced technology of the turn signal? 
 
I hear that siting next to a scented candle helps to alleviate stress.  If I lit as many 
candles as I need to alleviate all of my stress, I’d accidentally cremate myself. 
 
Yesterday, I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon.  I’ll let you know. 
 
My kids have been staring through the window ever since it started to snow.  If it 
gets any worse, I’ll have to let them back in. 
 
The first time I sang in our church choir, 200 people changed their religion.  
 
A truck loaded with Vicks VapoRub overturned on the interstate yesterday.  Police 
report there was no congestion for eight hours. 
 
You’ve reached middle age when it’s your doctor who’s telling you to slow down 
and not the police. 
 
If you’ve never played darts blindfolded, you should try it.  You don’t know what 
you’re missing. 
 
Here’s all you have to know about men and women: Women are crazy and men 
are idiots. And the reason women are crazy is that men are idiots. 
 
All these years I’ve been following my dreams when I could’ve just asked them 
where they were going and then met them there. 

 

Download the new Lasallian Liturgical Texts iBreviary app. In addition to Lasallian 
liturgies, it also includes the Liturgy of the Hours and other prayer and worship 
texts and rites. 
 
Registration is now open for the Buttimer Institute of Lasallian Studies, June 28 - 
July 11, and the Lasallian Social Justice Institute, July 19-25. 
   
Presentation proposals are now being accepted to the International Symposium on 
Lasallian Research, October 23-25, 2020, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. 
 
Lasallian Reflection 5, "Great Things Are Possible," and resources for the 2019-20 
liturgical year theme are available from La Salle RELAN.  
 
The new Institute publication, Lasallian Formation for Mission: The Pilgrim's 
Handbook, is available for download from La Salle Worldwide. 
 
The Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools 2019 Statistics Report is now 
available for download from La Salle Worldwide. 
 
The CARA 2019-2020 Lasallian Region of North America Statistical Report is 
now available for download from La Salle RELAN. 
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Archbishop Rummel High School | Metairie, LA  
 

S.A.L.T. in Action 
     Students from the school’s Social Action Lasallian Team 
(SALT) joined forces with school principal Marc Milano and 
prepared a lunch for a homeless shelter in downtown New 
Orleans.  The students prepared a meal in the school cafeteria 
before transporting it to Lantern Light for the homeless persons 
to have a hearty lunch. The students prepare and serve a meal 
each month as a SALT service project. 
 
Faculty Retreat 
     In early February, the faculty and staff spent the day to-
gether in fellowship at the annual faculty retreat in Schriever, 
LA, an hour’s drive from New Orleans. The retreat was led 
by Father Kurt Young ‘05, who told the faculty, “The more 

you develop your relationship with Jesus, the easier it will be 
to see Him in your students,” as he encouraged them to consider 

what it means to teach and work in a Catholic Lasallian school. School leaders moved the annual retreat to February 
rather than the hectic beginning of school year. 
 
Straight A Lunch 
     To congratulate and recognize students’ academic success, Raider students were treated to lunch at the Drago's 
Seafood Restaurant for achieving straight A's on their second quarter report cards. Students lunched on the restaurant’s 
famed Charbroiled Oysters, salad, a choice of three entrees, and dessert.  Hosted by alumnus Tommy Cvitanovich 
’77, the straight A lunch is held in different restaurants at the end of each quarter. 
 
Career Day 
     Each Spring, juniors and seniors meet in the gym to begin the annual Career and Life Skills Day.    This month, 
seniors were treated to talks about important life skills like banking and credit card management, while juniors had 
the opportunity to choose multiple career presentations to attend.  Students spread throughout campus in small group 
sessions to hear the wide range of experiences from the many Raider alumni participants.  
 
Football 
     With an undefeated record of 10 consecutive wins, 
the Raider football team entered the Louisiana state 
playoffs as the number one-seeded team in the state’s 
Division 1.  The Raiders knocked off two foes in the 
state playoffs before the title game against the number 
two-seeded, undefeated Catholic High Bears of Baton 
Rouge.   In the state championship game at Tulane 
Stadium, the Raiders defeated the Bears, 14-10 for the 
Division 1 state title. We’re number one!! 
 
LASC 
     Members of the Student Council traveled to Pine-
ville, LA, for the Louisiana Association of Student 
Council's annual convention. The Archbishop Rummel 
StuCo received two awards at this year's convention: 
one for raising over $1,000 for a charity and also the Double Gold Award. Students participated in and led discussions 
with students from 102 other schools across Louisiana. There were many competitions and district and state boards 
were voted and sworn in office for next year. Sunday began with early morning Mass at the St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church in Shreveport and ended with a dance for all the 800+ delegates. 
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COMMUNITIES & MINISTRIES 

Students at work prepping meals for the homeless. 

The ARHS Division I state champion football team. 



March for Life 
     To support life and the repeal of Roe vs Wade,  
students from Archbishop Rummel with Chaplains Fr. 
Kurt Young ’05 and Fr. Andrew Gutierrez '11, and 
Mr. Alex Lorio ’07, Campus Minister, joined hundreds 
of students from the Archdiocese of New Orleans in 
Washington, D.C. for the 47th annual March for Life. 
Students attended rallies, adoration, Mass, marched to 
the Supreme Court, and spent a day visiting the 
Washington, D.C. area. 
 
Grandparents Lunch 
     Throughout the school year, the school hosts five 
Grandparent Lunches for each grade level.  The most 
recent lunch and prayer service were for the junior 
class and their grandparents. Grandparents and Raiders 
celebrated the day with aa prayer service that was  
followed by a catered lunch in the Raider Room. The 

grandparents commented that they really enjoyed spending time with their grandsons in one on one chats. 
 
Quiz Bowl 
     The Raider Quiz Bowl team earned their best finish of the season at the St. Paul's Quiz Bowl Tournament in 
Covington, LA.  The Raiders competed against several teams from Northshore and Southshoure schools in the tour-
nament.  A special congrats to 8th grader Andrew Perdomo who finished second place out of 59 individual competitors 
from all grade levels and 12 different schools in his very first quiz bowl tournament. 
 
You R In! 
     Prior to the Mardi Gras holidays, the school’s Admissions Office mailed acceptance letters to a large number of 
grammar school students who had applied to the school.  In an open-me-first envelope, the official welcome to 
Raiderland was accompanied by the school’s Fight Song audio card for each new Raider.  Welcome, Class of 2025! 
 
Mr. Joseph A. Serio, Correspondent 
 
 

Centro de Formación Integral La Salle | Tijuana, Baja California 
 
October 2019 
     This month saw a number of advances: soil tests for 
the new classroom building and the renovation of our tax-
free status.  I attended the annual EnTijuanArte exposition 
of local artists and designers in the Tijuana Cultural Center.  
We had a visit from Brother David García (vocations) 
and volunteers for a couple of days to check in with our 
two Lasallian Volunteers, Emilio and Carlos. Shortly after, 
Brother Gerardo (Finance) spent a couple of days reorgan-
izing school and community finances.  
     The city celebrated a new municipal president and  
administration with high hopes.  There is a lot of expecta-
tion for improvements in security, traffic management,  
road repair, trash services and overall city administration.      
     The dry Santa Ana conditions caused massive fires in  
Rosarito, Tecate and in Ensenada. On October 25th,   
classes were canceled in all city schools as massive traffic 
jams resulted from closed roadways, emergency crew  
activity and unhealthy air conditions.  For most of the day our skies were a smokey haze. Civil Protection cancelled 
all classes in Tijuana, Tecate and Rosarito due to the Santa Ana winds.  The hill in the neighborhood behind us 
caught fire on October 30th, destroying 6 houses.   
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The school was well-represented at this year’s March for Life in D.C. 

The Plaza Santa Cecilia in Tijuana. 



     Our Patronato sponsored a Noche Bohemia in our school’s courtyard. The sell-out crowd enjoyed an evening of 
music and good food.  To top off the month, there was the annual Tequila Festival! 

 
Bullring by the sea 
     Close to the Pacific Ocean is the Plaza Monumental 
of Playas de Tijuana, the world’s only bullring by the 
seashore.  A city icon, it was founded by Major Salvador 
López Hurtado, who constructed it in only 119 days.  
The construction began on February 10, 1960 and the 
plaza was inaugurated on June 26th of the same year.  
The plaza’s 50th anniversary was celebrated on Sunday 
June 27, 2010 with a spectacular bullfight.  
     The Monumental Plaza is capable of seating 21,621 
people, making it the fourth largest in the world.  The 
largest one is the Plaza Mexico, located in Mexico City, 
inaugurated on February 5, 1946 with the capacity of 

50,000 people. It is followed by the Las Ventas bullring 
in Madrid, Spain, inaugurated on June 17, 1931, with 

space for 25, 000 people.  The third largest in in Valencia, Venezuela, inaugurated in 1968 with seating for almost 
25, 000 people.  The bullring in Tijuana has become a space that, in addition to bullfights, hosts concerts, boxing 
matches, religious events, shows, and motorcycle and car exhibitions.   
     Playas de Tijuana is a district of neighborhoods that forms part of the City of Tijuana.      
 
November 2019 
     Day of the Dead altars sprang up all over the city.  Brother Jorge and our volunteers Emilio and Carlos created an 
altar in our courtyard to celebrate the Feast of All Souls.   
     The community took off for Hermosillo for the Fall regional gathering.  I provided transport to and from the airport 
and enjoyed a weekend of solitude.   
     We had a three day visit from the Vicars of our Institute and from the Marists, in addition to Brother Nick and his 
Marist counterpart, to investigate a possible Fratelli Project here in Tijuana.  They are also investigating Tucson, 
Ciudad Juárez, and the Colombia-Venezuela boarder.   
     Brother Jorge represented the Community at the celebration of the 65th anniversary of Colegio Regis in Hermosillo, 
Sonora. We had a streak of birthdays this month:  Our Volunteer, Carlos (23 years old) on the 2nd, Brother Jorge 
(50 years old) on the 7th, and our Volunteer Emilio (25 years old) on the 9th.  Needless to say, we ate a lot of birth-
day cake this month.  
     The 15th-18th was the designated Buen Fin, which is the Mexican response to Black Friday.  It was also a three- 
day weekend marking the 108th anniversary of the Mexican Revolution (1910-1920).   
     Classes were cancelled in Tijuana on the 28th because of a major rain storm.  Many parts of the city were flooded 
and people evacuated from their homes.  Shelters were set up to receive evacuated families.  
     We ended on the 30th with our usual Clausura (Closure Fiesta Day) full of music, dancing, and a lot of food.   
 
December 2019 
     We celebrated the First Sunday of Advent with a community day.  We attended midday Eucharist at  Estrella del 
Mar (Mary, Star of the Sea) in Playas de Tijuana and then headed south to Puerto Nuevo for seafood.  I enjoy driving 
along the Baja coast. The views are spectacular.  
     The first weekend in December was filled with   activities.  Emilio prepared a great carne asada on Friday evening, 
on Saturday we had a Posada with our paid staff and their families at noon (lunch and a piñata for the children).  In the 
evening, our drama class presented a Pastorela, a comic version of how the Christ child was born. We joined our 
Patronato for a Christmas Supper on the 8th.    
     On the 9th, we bid farewell at Emilio Chávez, our Lasallian Volunteer who arrived last January.  He returned to 
Ciudad Obregón, Sonora.  Carlos Vásquez, our other Lasallian Volunteer, spent the holidays in Hermosillo, Sonora 
and returned in January to continue his volunteer year.  Brother Valerio, from the District of South Mexico, also  
departed after completing the Summer/Fall term.  He spent Christmas with his family in Tijuana before returning to 
Puebla after Christmas.  
     We took a community trip to La Paz, Baja Califoria Sur.  Where the desert meets the Gulf of California, this 
magical seaside city is the capital of the southern Baja peninsula state and university city.  We had a great time 
walking the mile-long boardwalk.  We also took a side trip to Todos los Santos on the Pacific Coast.   
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Plaza Monumental of Playas de Tijuana. 



     On the 17th, strong winds from the desert downed 
trees and power lines.  Our neighborhood was without 
electricity for more than 12 hours.   
     Br. Jorge left for Monterrey, Matamorros and 
Brownsville, Texas to spend Christmas with family 
before going to San Juan de los Lagos for the annual 
District Retreat.  Brother Francisco flew to León, then 
onto Lagos de Moreno to spend Christmas with family, 
after which he participated in the District Retreat.  
Brother Valerio spent the holidays with family here in 
Tijuana and then returned to Puebla after a six-month 
stay with the community.  I spent time with family in 
San Jose and in San Bruno, CA and prepared for the 
next round of academic activities.  
 
January 2020 
     On the 1st, the District of México-Norte celebrated 60 years as a Lasallian District.  Since the sale of fireworks 
was prohibited in Tijuana, New Years’Eve was a lot quieter than in past years.   We had two third-year postulants 
live their community experience with us for three weeks.  Andrés y Fernando were of great help during registration 
week, providing Lasallian reflexions to many classes and participating in a varied of pastoral activities.  We enrolled 
more than 1500 new and returning students for our Winter/Spring academic period.  On a chilly Saturday morning 
(11th) we held our orientation for new students.   
     We have continued to work on beginning the construction of the new classroom building in front of the Ven a Ver 
residence.  Final plans and licitations are in progress.  Brother Francisco took off for Guadalajara and San Juan de los 
Lagos for the mid-year meeting of communities with volunteers and the annual Community Directors’ workshop.   
 
February 2020 
     The community participated in the Celebration of Consecrated Lives on the eve of the Feast of the Presentation.  
A festive Mass was celebrated by the Archbishop of Tijuana, Francisco Barrón.  There are more than 400 religious 
sisters, brothers and priests that minister in the archdiocese. Four congregations of Brothers serve the Archdiocese 
of Tijuana: Brothers of the Holy Family, Marist Brothers of the Schools, The Perpetual Adorers fo the Blessed Sac-
rament and ourselves, the Brothers of the Christian Schools (La Salle).  
     Brother Jorge participated in the 60th anniversary celebration of Instituto La Salle Chihuahua in Chihuahua,  
Chihuahua.  Brothers Gabriel (Visitor) and David (Vocations and Volunteers) passed through the community on 
their way to San Diego to meet with Brothers Nick and Chris.  My Tuesday morning Reading Circle is reading Like 
Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel, and my Wednesday evening group just finished The Stranger by Albert Ca-
mus and is beginning to read The Little Prince by Antoine St. Exupery.  As the winter cold ceases little by little, we 
look forward to the coming Spring. 
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC, Correspondent 
 
 

Christian Brothers School | New Orleans, LA 
 

     January saw the CBS Math Team competing in the Brother Martin Math Tour-
nament. Seventh graders Erich Smith, Ava Echegarrua and Casey Swanson won 
third place in the Pre-Algebra Team Test, and Lauren Donofrio placed first in the 
7th Grade Math Team Relay.  In the Mount Carmel Math Tournament, the CBS 
Math Team took home the first-place trophy in the Interschool Math Test Compe-
tition and won second place in the Pre-Algebra Challenge. Annabelle Cheramie, 
Ava Echegarrua and Marguerite Hopkins won individual medals. 
     The CBS Speech Team took home awards in the Mount Carmel Speech and 
Debate Tournament. Elyana Espinosa took first place in the Declamation category. 
Marguerite Hopkins was third and Avery Albert placed fifth in the Dramatic category. 
Homeroom teacher Jodi Epp prepared the students for the tournament. 
     About 1,200 students, parents, extended family members and alumni converged 
on the Christian Brothers School's City Park campus for the annual Family Picnic 

PAGE 6 

The Bay of La Paz in Baja California Sur. 

Winners of the Family Picnic Mr. Scaffidi 
Egg Toss pose with the proud sponsor. 



sponsored by the Christian Brothers Foundation. There were plenty of games for the students, and many classes took 
to the stage in the Cultural Center to entertain with special musical numbers. 
     The school hosted its annual Christmas Party for parents in the parlor on the City Park campus. Guests dined on 
many and varied offerings produced by chefs Derek and Sandy Dischner, and they had the opportunity to taste the 
2016 vintage of Brother Timothy Signature Series Cabernet Sauvignon at the Brother Amedy Wine Tasting and 
Sale. About four cases of the wine were sold with all of the proceeds going into the school's scholarship and finan-
cial aid fund. Later, a DJ spun tunes for dancing as the party moved to the cafeteria. 
     The three pre-kindergarten homerooms each adopted a family at 
Angel's Place, an organization which provides ongoing support services 
to children with life-threatening illnesses, and provided Christmas gifts 
for their family. Mark Firmin, executive director of Angel's Place, 
visited to thank each of the classes and take a photo with each. 
     The Christian Brothers School swim team was the overall Metro 
League Champions after finishing first place in the boys' division and 
third place in the girls' races. Combined, the score means the Falcon 
Swimmers took first! Coaches are parents Amy and Trey Palmisano. 
Former swim coach Peggy Lulich helped with some of the practices. 
     The CBS Falcon cross country teams enjoyed an outstanding sea-
son this fall, with both the boys and girls teams finishing first, second 
or third in the tournaments in which they participated. Capping the 
season was the New Orleans Athletic League Championships, in 
which the boys placed first in the 7th/8th grade division and second 
in the 5th/6th grade bracket. The girls finished second in the 5th/6th 
division. At the Louisiana Middle School championships, the Falcon 
boys finished second in the 6th/8th division, and in the 3rd/5th divi-
sion, both the boys and the girls teams were meet champions. 
     Christian Brothers School hosted a four-day Lasallian Catholic 
Assessment Process (LCAP) in mid-January. A six-member team of 
San Francisco New Orleans (SFNO) District educators assisted with 
the internal/external review process that focuses on supporting and 
strengthening the school's Lasallian Catholic identity by assessing the overall effectiveness of its programs, practices, 
and culture in light of core principles of Lasallian schools.  In a report to the faculty and staff, president Joey Scaffidi, 
AFSC, said: "The listening sessions with the various constituents affirmed our survey results.  Furthermore, the re-
sults are consistent among students, parents and faculty.  The takeaway is that the CBS community is pleased with 
the educational experience we all share - from those who are on the receiving end, to those who deliver it, to those 
who pay for it," he added. 
     Our three kindergarten classes hosted a bake sale in January to help raise funds for animals affected by wildfires 
in Australia.  Teachers Jen Vanderbrook, Melanie Blackwell and Mae Casey enlisted help from many moms to put 
on the sale, which raised over $700. Money from the Silly Sock day was added, bringing the money raised to over 
$1,000. Most of the funds will be donated to the Barn Hill Preserve, a West Feliciana rescue organization which 
seeks to help smaller rescue facilities in Australia care for the many affected animals. 

     February began with Catholic Schools Week, as CBS 
joined with other schools in the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
for the Catholic Schools Art and Music Festival at Lakeside 
Shopping Center.   Students displayed their artwork on several 
panels under the direction of Mrs. Shannon Denton, Fine Arts 
teacher.  Also, Canal Street campus students brought in 
canned and other non-perishable foods to help stock the St. 
Anthony of Padua Church's food bank, which helps needy in 
the community. Students had the opportunity to wear their 
favorite CBS t-shirt to school that day with a donation of a 
food item. 
     The 5th grade Falcon drive collected socks, underwear and 
new or gently used tote bags for Bridge House/Grace House, 
which treats men and women for substance-use disorder 
through its long-term residential treatment programs. 
     The CBS Falcon Dance Team scored a big win for    
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The league champion CBS swim team. 

The Junior High Sweepstakes award-winning CBS Dance Team. 



Christian Brothers School in bringing home a Junior High 
Sweepstakes trophy (highest scores in state) at the American 
All-Star State Competition in January in Lafayette.  The 
team placed first in their Junior High Division for all three 
dances entered – Pom, Jazz and Open categories – and also 
was the state champions in all junior high divisions for Pom 
and Open and third place in state for Junior High Jazz. 
     In this, its first year of interschool competition, the CBS 
Falcon Flag Football team won the New Orleans Athletic 
League metro title, defeating Holy Cross in the final. 
     The Falcon 5th grade basketball team, coached by home-
room teacher Craig Radetich and alumnus Ray Raditich, won 
the New Orleans Athletic League metro championship. 
     After an absence of several years, coaches Joey Scaffidi 
and Susan Lavie organized a boys' volleyball team to compete 
in local tournaments, including one at St. Philip Neri. The 
boys worked and played hard even though volleyball is new to them. 
     The Learning Landscape garden at the City Park campus continue to thrive.  Students under the direction of 
Craig Radetich and Michael Prat regularly harvest produce, including kale, Swiss chard, beets, turnips, collard 
greens, lettuce, spinach and carrots, which Chef Derek Dischner uses in the kitchen. Extras from the garden are 
weighed, packaged and sold through the school office. 
 
Mr. Rick Reso, Correspondent 
 
 

De La Salle North Catholic High School | Portland, OR 
 
Second Agape Day a Success 
     Our second annual Agape Day was a success. Agape Day was created by students, for students. It is a day to lift 
student voices about social justice issues that are important in our world and in our lives. Agape comes from the 
Greek word agapē, which means selfless love. Author, speaker and teacher Valarie Pearce gave the keynote address 
and students attended sessions on important topics presented by their peers. A small group of students from La Salle 
Catholic College Preparatory attended our Agape day and the following week, our student presenters attended La 
Salle's first Unity Day, similar to our Agape Day. 
     Student presenter, Marissa Pasaye-Elias '20 said, "The issues explored and presented by myself and my peers 
during Agape Day brought attention and illuminated overshadowed topics that are often not acknowledged, or even 
known at all. We gathered as a community of staff, students, and guests to prioritize social awareness and compas-
sion above hatred and exclusion. As a student presenter, I was able to connect with my peers and teachers on a deep-
ly personal level. Agape is a day of learning, empowerment, and most importantly, Love. Love for one another, and 
love for the ones we seek to help. Agape Day has become one of the most important days, and I look forward to the 
tradition continuing for many years to come!" 
     Student presenter Faiire Platt '20 said, "I think having an Agape Day is very important for our community—the 
impact of having a day to have these kinds of conversations with each other is absolutely one of a kind." 

 
Students Host African American Read-In  
     DLSNC students planned and hosted the 
first African American Read-In at DLSNC. It 
was one of three African American Read-Ins 
held in Portland.   
     Students, coaches, and alumni read poems 
and excerpts from their favorite African 
American authors as well as original poems. 
We were thrilled to have Raeshell Duru, Class 
of 2011, join us and read Maya Angelou's 
"Still I Rise" poem with her voice that sounds 

remarkably like Angelou's. Members from both basketball teams also read poems, including the boys' varsity team 
taking turns reading stanzas of a poem by Langston Hughes.  
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A 5th-grader hard at work in the Learning Landscape Garden. 

DLSNC students at African American Read-In. 



     "It was great to be able to start a tradition at De La Salle that helps celebrate black authors and just black people 
in general. I also want to give a huge shoutout to Ms. Argento for bringing my attention to the event and encourag-
ing my peers and me to put this together," said Bry Bridges '21.  
     "I liked that we did it. Next year we want to do it over multiple nights. It felt good to educate other people and 
read from one of my favorite authors," said Coco-Chanel Quaye '21. 
     "I liked that we got to read from people we liked. It was nice to have the platform," said Janae Boyd '21.   
     "It was nerve-wracking but it felt good being supported by my community," said Tedrose Teshager '21.  
     "It was nice because we got to hear a lot of poems that mean something to us," said Ubedei McGautha '21.  
     The National African American Read-In is the nation’s first and oldest event dedicated to diversity in literature. 
It was established in 1990 by the Black Caucus of the National Council of Teachers of English to make literacy a 
significant part of Black History Month.  

 
Students Install Tape Art Mural at CWSP Partner OpenSesame's Office 
     Installation Art students visited OpenSesame to create a tape art 
mural on-site! The mural's concept is centered around the company's 
vision statement, "A world in which everyone can access the training 
they need to advance their purpose." After conceptualizing and draft-
ing sketches for mural plans, Alexandra Hernandez of OpenSesame 
selected the winning sketch for the mural, done by Mallory Ortiz   
Rodriguez '21. Ten creative students, and a few hours later, the mural 
was completed! Thanks to OpenSesame for being a great Corporate 
Work Study Program partner and allowing us to create art within their 
office! 

Tina McDermott, Art Teacher 
 
De La Salle Celebrates Las Posadas for the First Time 
     Family members, students, and staff learned about this Latinx   
cultural tradition and celebration and then walked from classroom to 
classroom singing the posadas song, asking for a place to stay for 

Mary and Joseph. Turned away at each classroom, the "pilgrims" 
were finally welcomed in at the last classroom and enjoyed a potluck 
dinner, arts & crafts, and a piñata raffle. Thank you to the teachers 
and staff members who organized the event and great appreciation to 
the students and their families for attending and making the night a 
success. 
     Familias, estudiantes y el personal aprendieron sobre esta tradición 
y celebración cultural latinx y luego caminaron de una aula a otro 
cantando la canción de las posadas, pidiendo posada para María y  
José. Rechazados de cada aula, los “peregrinos” finalmente fueron 
recibidos en la última aula y disfrutaron de una cena compartida, 
manualidades, y una rifa de piñata. Gracias a los miembros del      
personal que organizaron el evento y un gran agradecimiento a los 
estudiantes y sus familias por asistir y hacer que la noche fuera un éxito.   
 
Ms. Trinity Peacock-Broyles, Correspondent 
 
 

Saint Mary’s College High School | Berkeley, CA 
 
     The long Winter chill, such as it is in the San Francisco Bay Area, has passed, and February’s typical “Berkeley 
Spring” has brought warmer weather and hay-fever inducing beautiful blossoms all over town and on the school 
campus.  Showers usually follow, but again this year the Saint Mary’s community is crossing fingers for clear 
weather for Enrichment Week, March 9 through 13.  With a usual ninety-nine percent success rate for prayers to the 
weather gods, the excitement for the 2020 E-Week adventures is building.  The three dozen or so faculty-created 
courses will take students and teachers to sites near and far, some on-campus, some around the Bay Area, others 
around the country and abroad.   
     Cathy Molinelli, Saint Mary’s Vice-Principal and Enrichment Week Coordinator, notes that students always re-
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Students working om their tape art mural. 

Students and families singing “Las Posadas”. 



turn to campus with new insights.  “Enrichment Week allows Saint Mary’s students and faculty opportunities to ex-
perience and celebrate the world around them.  What was previously limited to images in a book or on a computer 
or television screen takes on new meaning when seen ‘up close and personal.’  Meeting new people, learning about 
history and about other cultures, seeing other Lasallian communities, even simple things like experiencing cuisine 
and weather different from that of the Bay Area – all this enriches students by giving them a broader sense of the 
world.”  Watch the next issue of Dateline District for Enrichment Week 2020 stories and photos.   
     Saint Mary’s celebrated the fall and winter holidays in 
grand style, with Christmas lights glowing around the cam-
pus, and everything from cookie-decorating hosted by the 
school’s food service group to an Advent Celebration of 
Lights, to caroling at the many shops that are part of the 
school neighborhood.  At Halloween, the campus Dissection 
Club cleverly sponsored a pumpkin-carving contest that was 
a big hit with students.   Valentine’s Day offered numerous 
activities to bring the community together, most of which 
also raised funds for Lasallian charities, including De La 
Salle Blackfeet School that recently suffered a fire.   
     The school community will mark Ash Wednesday with 
distribution of ashes, grade-level services, and common 
prayer.  Selected themes of reconciliation and self/other-
awareness will be the focus throughout the Lenten Season as 
the community looks ahead to Easter. 
     One of several Signing Days for Saint Mary’s seniors 
took place in the school’s Student Life Center in late Janu-
ary, with school community members, parents, and coaches 
on hand to share in the celebration.  Honored were senior 
student-athletes who will head to Pomona College (Football); 
Catholic University of America (Women’s Soccer); Vassar College (Women’s Swimming); Oberlin College (Men’s 
Basketball); University of California at Merced (Women’s Volleyball); and University of California, Berkeley (Men’s 
Soccer). 
     The Visual & Performing Arts Department had a busy February, with music, choreography, and theatre perfor-
mances.  Rehearsals continue for the Spring Musical, “Little Shop of Horrors,” on stage in late March and early 
April.  It promises to be a fun show, as was the Fall Drama production of the murder mystery-comedy, "While the 
Lights Were Out."  

     Saint Mary's recently shared in much great national sports 
news about school alumni.  Oakland A’s Shortstop, Marcus 
Semien (SMCHS '08) was honored as one of three finalists 
for the 2019 Baseball Writers' Association of America Ameri-
can League MVP Award.  On December 30 at Levi Stadium 
in Santa Clara – home of the San Francisco Forty-Niners – 
Benjamin Hawk Schrider (SMCHS '15), Berkeley native and 
Cal football fan since childhood, helped the Cal Bears defeat 
the Fighting Illini of University of Illinois in the Redbox 
Bowl. Cheering from the Illini sidelines due to an injury was 
Dylan Wyatt (SMCHS ’18), Illini defensive back.  On the 
East Coast, Class of 2001's Lorenzo Alexander got a special 
treat during his last regular season game with the Buffalo 
Bills ahead of retirement.  Lorenzo’s teenage daughter, Zoie, 
appeared on the field to sing the National Anthem and open 
the game against the Jets. 
     Saint Mary's was first in recent Lasallian Christian Broth-
ers Foundation wine sales, both at the wonderful LCBF Wine 
Tasting Gala at Mont La Salle in Napa and in the late 2019 
online sales.  The wine purchases raised nearly $12,000 in 
support of tuition assistance.  Over the past several years, 
LCBF wine sales have generated tens of thousands of dollars 
for Saint Mary's students.  The high school community is 
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Seniors Gabbie Pacho and Ailish McGiffin with Kat O'Donnell   
of Catholic Charities of the East Bay and the fifty-five Christmas 

gifts donated and wrapped by the “Saint Merry’s” community  
for the charity’s clients.  The “Have A Heart” Toy Drive was the 

girls’ Senior Project.  

California Governor Gavin Newsom, Saint Mary’s senior Jade 
Johnson, and Bay Scholars Foundation Executive Director Caitlin 
Kavanagh at the annual Bay Scholars Luncheon in San Francisco.  
Bay Scholars recipient Jade was recognized for her artwork and 

academics, and also gave the opening prayer at the event.      



doubly-honored to purchase the limited edition Brother   Timothy Diener, FSC wines, as he was a Chemistry Teacher 
at Saint Mary’s from 1932-1935, before serving for decades as Cellarmaster at Mont La Salle Vineyards.  The science 
laboratories at the high school are named in his honor.   
     A number of Saint Mary's students attended the District’s “Called and Chosen” vocation retreats held in January 
and February at the Brothers’ St. Joseph's Camp on the Russian River, a two-hour drive from the high 
school.   Moderators and students are giving the events great reviews and are encouraging more students to attend 
future retreats for reflection, introspection, and discussions with fellow Lasallians from around the District.  Saint 
Mary’s Ministry Team Co-Director, Ms. Susan Foster, shared a brief reflection about the January Women’s retreat:  
“I had the privilege of accompanying the young women on this retreat both as a school chaperone and a small group 
leader.  Their ability to be genuine with their reflections and 
learning to honestly listen to their hearts and spirit as they 
navigate questions of identity, career and relationship was 
inspiring.  As someone exploring my own vocation with my 
upcoming wedding, I’m so glad I had the opportunity to 
spend time with students and educators exploring discernment.” 
     On March 11, Superior General Brother Robert Schieler, 
FSC will pay a visit to the Saint Mary’s Brothers Community 
and tour the school campus.  Though Enrichment Week will 
be in full swing with most of the student body and faculty 
away from school, Brother Robert will get to see the historic 
Peralta Park campus, third home to the Brothers’ first school 
on the West Coast, founded in San Francisco in 1863.  Peralta 
Park itself dates back to the 1820’s, part of a huge Spanish 
land grant belonging to the Peralta family.  The Christian 
Brothers moved to the site in 1903 to open a grammar 
school.  The high school moved to the property in 1927.   
     The largest community event of the Saint Mary’s school year took place on February 1, with more than six hun-
dred guests packing the school gym and auditorium for the annual Crab Feed, a popular Parent Association fundraiser 
for school programs and projects, and a school favorite for more than forty years.  The sold-out event again featured 
fresh Dungeness Crab with all the fixings, a silent auction, and a grand raffle for a sporty Fiat 500e.  The winning 
ticket was held by the family of a Saint Mary’s senior who was one of dozens of students doing a terrific job serving 
dinner guests that night.   
 
Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman, Correspondent 
 
 

Saint Michael’s High School | Santa Fe, NM 
 

     It is such a blessing to be at a Lasallian Catholic school 
where it is not only okay to express our faith, but it is encouraged 
to put that faith into action daily as we start and end our day 
and join voices every class period with prayer, or when we 
gather for Mass or prayer services, or when we grow together 
in faith on retreat, or with the celebrations of Catholic 
Schools Week and Lasallian Days of Peace.  With eyes of 
faith, all our actions can take on a deeper meaning and purpose 
as we influence others and build community with the every-
day happenings of school.  It is even more exciting when the 
everyday happenings of the classroom take on a new energy 
and zeal for a quality education.    
     The school is growing with opportunities with the newly 
established Medical Magnet Program.  This program is de-

signed to help prepare students interested in pursuing a degree in the medical field.  Through classes and experien-
tial learning working in the hospital, the students are getting a jump start as they begin preparing for their future.  It 
is exciting to know that the desire to serve others with a career in medicine, is being nurtured with this program.   
     So many more of our students are being nurtured as they too put their faith into actions.  We recognize and cele-
brate our school community who consistently give their time and hearts to care for others.  We are grateful for the 
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Brother V. Kenneth, FSC and the Saint Mary’s Panther were  
featured in the promo pics for the electric Fiat raffle.  

Medical Magnet students work on their CPR skills. 



music of our Choral Arts, Band and Orchestra as they 
shared Christmas music with the Santa Fe community 
at the local mall and the tree lighting on the Plaza.  
We give thanks to all those who have helped serve 
others in need by donating to the Thanksgiving Food 
Drive, or the Coat Drive, or the Blood Drive, or the 
Giving Tree.  We are inspired by the passion and 
number of students from various teams and clubs who 
have served food at the local shelter or raised aware-
ness and money for causes like breast cancer or MS.  
We just have to look around to see how our students 
“Enter to Learn” so they can “Leave to Serve” and 
make a positive impact on society. 
     The positive impact is also made as our students 
represent the school through extracurricular activities.  
It is always a joyful time when we get to celebrate the 

successes.  Here are a few highlights: 
 
• This one has been a Long Time Coming…CONGRATULATIONS to the Boys Soccer for their hard work and 

play that led to them bringing home the first ever State Championship for Boys Soccer!   
• Congratulations and thank you to the Choral Arts Society in the release of their first ever recorded CD.   
• Congratulations to sophomore Ethan Manske for setting a new school swimming record in the 500 freestyle! 
• Congratulations to the Pony Express Dance team for bring home another Regional Championship!! 
• Congratulations to the many student musicians 

and singers who participated in All State compe-
titions.  St. Michael’s had the most vocal students 
selected from ALL Santa Fe schools. 

 
     In final reflection, we remember and give honor 
to an icon in the St. Michael’s community.  Early in 
November, Nick Pino, a beloved SMHS graduate of 
1963, passed away.  He was known as “Nick the 
Stick,” the 7-foot-1 legendary St. Michael’s basket-
ball player who held New Mexico’s single-season 
high school scoring record for 50 years, but he was  
more lovingly known as the “Gentle Giant,” one of 
the kindest men you could ever meet.  We are thank-
ful for the love and care he held for the school and 
the inspiration he leaves with us.  His spirit will con-
tinue to live in the hearts of many of the St. 
Michael’s family…may he rest in peace. 
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC, Correspondent 
 
 

Saint Paul’s School | Covington, LA 
 
Brothers’ Retirement Community News 
     The second semester for St. Paul's High School began on January 6th. Once again the sound of our students was 
heard on the Campus. When school is out for the holidays, it looks like our family of ducks misses them the most. 
Why? Because they gather outside the cafeteria door each morning to beg food from the students. 
     By the time you read this we will have completed the third quarter of the school year. The students were out for 
the Mardi Gras holidays, but will be returning on March 2nd, and will begin the final quarter of the school year. 
     All goes well in the Community. A few of the Brothers had bad colds, but have recovered well. Since the last 
writing Brothers John Fairfax, Alfred Baltz, Ralph Baltz and William Siebold have spent time in the hospital. 
     We welcomed Brother John Larose to our community in mid-December. He has been a wonderful addition to the 
community by helping out with leading community prayer, reading at Mass and will soon be taking over as commu-
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The Boys Soccer team celebrates its first-ever state championship. 

Horsemen great Nick Pino. (Photo Santa Fe New Mexican) 



nity sacristan. 
     Brother James Joost, Auxiliary Visitor, is also a very engaging member of the community. His interest in the 
well-being of the Brothers is greatly appreciated. Also, he is a great cook and we have enjoyed the occasions when 
he prepares a meal. 
     Brother Louis Welker is now conducting the annual St. La Salle Auxiliary Drive. His theme for the Drive this 
year is the 90's. He has informed the Friends of the Auxiliary about the large number of Brothers who are in their 
90's. Please pray for the success of the Auxiliary. All three of the communities in the Southern part of the District 
benefit from the funds collected by the Auxiliary. 
     On February 24th, Brother Bill Ray celebrated his 77th birthday. The next day, , Brother Duane Gregory cele-
brated his 95th birthday. On March 9th, our Director, Brother Jerry Vincent, will celebrate his 82nd birthday. 
     We were saddened to hear of the death of Hugh Patrick Siebold, brother of our Brother William Siebold who 
passed away on February 24th. For many years he was a very generous donor to the St. La Salle Auxiliary. Please 
remember Hugh and Brother William in your prayers. 
     On Mardi Gras Day, we followed a different schedule. Morning Prayer, followed by a Communion Service, and 
then a Social that took place just before our traditional junk food lunch. Our dining room was nicely decorated. We 
even had a float with a Duck reigning as monarch. It was called the Krewe of Ducks. Our Marching Wolves partici-
pated in several Mardi Gras parades, wowing the crowds. As one TV announcer said: "They are not just a band. 
They are a show band." 
     We had standing room only in our chapel on Ash Wednesday. We were all amazed at the large number of friends 
who came to pray with us. For the Stations of the Cross on Friday, again we had standing room only.  
     BREAKING NEWS: Once again the St. Paul's Soccer Wolves have taken home the State Championship. We 
played Catholic High of Baton Rouge by a score of 2-0. It is the seventh time in ten years that St. Paul's has won the 
state championship. GO WOLVES! 
     Now back to Lent! May it be a season of many graces for you and peace. 
 
Brother Louis Welker, FSC, Correspondent 
 
School News 
     At Saint Paul’s School, what happens on Senior Retreat is most likely the best-kept secret. It is also a secret I in-
tend to keep in this article. Juniors and sophomores rejoice as they are suddenly the big guys on campus for a few 
days before the seniors inevitably come back sporting wooden crosses on their necks and a uniquely positive atti-
tude. Any questions as to what happened on retreat are met with a “That’s a good question,” an admittedly conde-
scending way to add to the aura of mystery surrounding the event and dismiss curious underclassmen.  
But there is one thing I can tell you about Senior Retreat:  
     “It’s about brotherhood,” said senior and Student Council Vice-President Luke Vargas. “We all came to Saint 
Paul’s as strangers to one another, but after the retreat, we’re now an established brotherhood,” Vargas said. The 
student council leader from eighth grade to senior year could spot that senior retreat was special right off the bat.  
     “From the moment we got off the bus, I could tell something was stirring amongst our class. In a word, the re-
treat was incredibly moving. It not only brought us 
together, but it reminded us how much we’ve en-
joyed our Saint Paul’s experience and how much 
we’re going to miss this school,” Vargas said.  
     It seems that graduation is now on every senior’s 
mind at St. Paul’s. Students who have spent some of 
their most formative years surrounded by their 
friends at lunch or listening to President Brother Ray 
Bulliard, FSC tell them about the merits of Baroque 
composers will leave that environment forever and 
venture out into college and the world beyond our 
school’s arches. Of course, the close bonds we make 
with our pasts often live on after graduation. 
     To Spencer Fox, graduating class of 2019, former 
Editor-in-Chief of The Paper Wolf, and my uncle, 
senior     retreat characterizes the close bonds he still 
has with Saint Paul’s graduates today. “We all stay in 
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Retreat crosses are a powerful symbol and memento for the seniors. 



close touch still and support each other in a lot of things. It really doesn’t matter how far we are from each other, we 
still manage to get back together every once in a while on breaks and be there for each other,” Fox said. 
     And Saint Paul’s does not leave you without a memento to remember your retreat and class by. The senior crosses, 
which magically appear on the necks of retreat attendees once they return, bare a lot of significance for Fox. “I 
haven’t taken my senior cross off since March of last year. It represents so much of not only what I achieved person-
ally at SPS, but of what I gained. I gained so many new friends and broadened all of my horizons, to the point where 
if I take it off, I don’t feel right, I don’t feel complete. Saint Paul’s made me the man I am today and that cross signi-
fies that” Fox said. 
     That feeling of unity and of brotherhood is a common theme. If anything is clear about the retreat, it is that the 
experience solidifies the bonds of all seniors and creates a stronger brotherhood. But what does brotherhood really 
mean? To Vargas, the answer is clear. 
     “Brotherhood at Saint Paul’s to me is a literal brotherhood,” he said, “not something figurative or intangible. As 
brothers, sometimes we don’t always get along or we have our disagreements, but, because we’re brothers, we always 
come together in the end. Our differences are overcome by a sense of unity in our shared experience. It’ll remain a 
part of our lives forever- it’s not just an ordinary friendship or relationship between classmates.”  
     It seems that he is correct in that thought too. 

Hal Fox, Class of 2020 
 

     The Marian Players of St. Paul’s Theater are presenting 
their spring musical, classic Broadway hit Damn Yankees, 
March 5-7, 11-12, and 14. 
     The musical combines baseball with a classic Faustian 
tale, as a middle-aged fan of the Washington Senators 
baseball team decides to sell his soul for a chance at be-
coming a young All-Star player, and leading his  beloved 
Senators against those hated Yankees. In the end, he has 
to decide what is more important- leading his team to vic-
tory over a hated rival, or keeping his soul and returning 
to the loving wife he’s left behind. 
     The musical is directed by Gordon Carmadelle, who 

is wrapping up his second 
season as Director of the 
Marian Players, with assistant director Barrett Baumgartner, musical director    
Jonathan Sturcken and choreographer Emily Carmadelle. 
     Students from both St. Paul’s and Saint Scholastica Academy make up the    
talented cast.  Director Carmadelle says, “The same strong acting, vocals, and high 
energy dancing we brought you last year is back on stage again. These kids bring 
everything they have to these roles.”  
     Terryl Chatham, Saint Paul’s longtime Head Cross Country Coach, announced 
that he will retire at the end of the 2019-20 season. During his 18 years as Coach, 
Chatham’s teams earned 16 
District Titles, a 2016 Regional 
Championship, a 2012 State 
Runner Up title, and State 
Championships in both 2013 

and 2016.  He coached three individual State Champions and 
13 individual district champions, with 28 of his athletes receiving 
all-state honors and 83 receiving all-district honors.  He also 
coached indoor and outdoor track during his time at Saint Paul’s.  
     On February 29 the undefeated Saint Paul’s soccer team won 
the Division I state championship, outscoring Catholic High School 
of  Baton Rouge 2-0.  It was the second consecutive state title for 
Wolves and their seventh in 10 straight title game appearances. 
 
Ms. Karen Hebert, Correspondent 
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The cast of the Marian Players’ production of Damn Yankees. 

Terryl Chatham 

Wolves soccer — state champs again! (Photo Nola.com) 



LASSCA 2020 Celebrates Lasallian Leadership 

 

     The Lasallian Association of Secondary School 
Chief Administrators (LASSCA) held its 16th   
annual conference February 23-26, 2020, at the JW 
Marriott Houston by The Galleria in Houston, TX. 
School administrators, board members, District and 
Regional leaders and others gathered to discuss 
topics related to this year’s theme, “Sustaining  
Excellence in Lasallian Leadership.” 
     The conference included keynote speakers, 
breakout sessions, discussion, Mass and prayer, 
District dinners and the presentation of the Brother 
Michael Collins Award of Excellence to Saint 
Mary’s College High School in Berkeley, CA, for 

its Inclusive Community Initiative. 
     Dr. Peter Imperial, principal of Saint Mary’s College High School, accepted the award on the school’s behalf. Commenting on 
the Inclusive Community Initiative, he remarked, “We have been working with the Inclusive Community Initiative, developing it 
for five years. We are breaking down misunderstandings, giving a voice to those that are not heard. Saint Mary’s College High 
School wants to engage the whole community, by building empathy and understanding.” 
     The first full day of the conference began with prayer and a keynote address entitled “Lasallian Education: Following in the 
Footsteps of the Greats” by Reverend James P. Burns, IVD, Ph.D., president of Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. Father Burns 
shared his perceptions of the many wonderful things taking place in our collective educational ministries. The participants were 
placed in groups according to the role at their ministry across District lines to discuss what they took away from the keynote address. 
     The rest of the day was filled with District meetings, opportunities to visit exhibitors and open forums. District dinners took 
place in the evening. 
     On Tuesday morning, participants gathered for prayer, followed by the LASSCA business meeting, which included the 
election of Melinda Lawlor Skrade, Ph.D., president of Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory in San Francisco, CA, as    
LASSCA vice president. Skrade joins fellow officers, James Benson, principal of De LaSalle High School in Minneapolis, 
MN, who moved to the role of LASSCA president, and Brother John 
Kane, FSC, president of Calvert Hall College High School in Baltimore, 
MD, who moved to immediate past president. 
     After the meeting, Dr. Tim Uhl, superintendent of Montana Catholic School, 
gave his keynote address, “Finding a Way.”  Drawing on his experience as a 
school and system leader, Dr. Uhl linked Gospel stories to the challenge of 
leading those who doubt leaders. 
     Tuesday afternoon featured two rounds of concurrent breakout sessions. 
Session topics included a comprehensive approach to enrollment manage-
ment, amplifying the message of excellence for your Lasallian ministry, 
orchestrating conflict, transformative trends rooted in mission, succession 
planning in leadership, setting yourself apart and more. 
     Frank Miley, president of Cretin-Derham Hall in Saint Paul, MN, gained 
new insight from the breakout sessions. “My biggest two takeaways this year 
came from the breakout sessions, financial sustainability and enrollment 
management. The information and resources are data-driven and innovative. 
I look forward to showing these to everyone when I get back to school.” 
     LASSCA 2020 wrapped up on Wednesday with a final keynote ad-
dress entitled “¡P’alante! Together We Can Do Great Things” by Melodie 
Wyttenbach, Ph.D., executive director of Roche Center for Catholic Education 
Lynch School of Education and Human Development at Boston College in 
Chestnut Hill, MA. 
     Courtney Kassakhian, principal of La Salle College Preparatory in Pasadena, CA, shared how valuable she found her time 
at LASSCA to be: “We got into some really great discussions on how we serve our students with all different backgrounds 
and what are we doing to help our students. This is what our jobs are all about, and it was great to talk to others about what 
we are doing in our own schools and learn from one another.”  (Story contributed by La Salle RELAN.) 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

The San Francisco New Orleans District’s attendees at LASSCA 2020. 

SMCHS Principal Peter Imperial, right,  
receives the Brother Michael Collins 

Award from Barry Lieske, AFSC. 
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Called and Chosen retreats gather students from SFNO high schools for a time of 
prayer, fellowship, and reflection on God’s call to vocation in their lives.  The 
young women’s retreat took place January 18-20, 2020, and the young men’s re-
treat took place February 15-19, both at Saint Joseph’s Camp, CA. 

Called & Chosen Retreats 

 

VOCATION MINISTRY 

FSC Contact Retreats 
FSC Contact Retreats bring together members of the District FSC Contact Program 
several times a year.  These gatherings provide time and space for prayer, reflec-
tion, and accompaniment for young men who are in the early stages of discerning a 
possible call to the life of the Brothers. 

Collegiate Events & Activities 

Brothers David Caretti and Nick Gonzalez attended a World Day 
for Conscrated Life evening sponsored by Santa Clara University. 

Brother Chris Patiño with Saint Mary’s College of California stu-
dents at the Vatican during their Jan Term course on early Christians. 
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DISTRICT VISTAS 

     As the 2019-20 school year began at San Miguel High School in    
Tucson, Arizona, a group of Lasallians gathered for the 10th anniversary 
of the El Otro Lado (EOL) border immersion program.  Numerous 
San Francisco New Orleans District Brothers and Partners came to-
gether at the program’s birthplace to celebrate its beginnings, growth, 
and continuing impact as part of the Lasallian mission.  Recently, several 
of them shared their memories and thoughts on the program’s first decade. 
     The El Otro Lado program of U.S. – Mexico border issues awareness 
and education can be traced to a short-lived idea and a critical conversation 
involving a then-faculty member at San Miguel, Alma Mejia-Garcia. 
     “I first took San Miguel students in 2006 to an immersion pro-
gram I had started called VENAVER Tijuana (Mexico),” Mejia-
Garcia recalled.  “Sadly, the program was unable to continue because 
of a wave of violence that was sweeping the city back then, and I had 
to inform our principal at the time, Brother Nick Gonzalez.  It was 
then that he suggested that we explore immersion possibilities in our 

own back yard.  I began researching and planning right away.” 
     The result was El Otro Lado.  In 2008, Mejia-Garcia launched the initiative, with San Miguel holding the first immersion 
for a group of its own students.  It would soon welcome student groups from other Lasallian schools in its home District of 
San Francisco New Orleans (SFNO), as well as from other schools in the Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN).  In 
2015, the Lasallians Without Borders Committee (LWOB), a group of SFNO and District of Mexico Norte representatives 
that operate in cooperation with the SFNO Office of Education, assumed coordination of EOL.  In 2016, SFNO’s Cathedral 
High School in El Paso, Texas was added as a host site. 
      “Gratitude for God’s amazing providence! This is God’s work,” shared Brother Nick when asked about EOL’s anniversary.  
Now SFNO Assistant Visitor, he has the unique perspective of having participated in both the program’s inception at San   
Miguel, and then in its expansion at Cathedral High School in El Paso, Texas. 
      Another early contributor to EOL’s development, SFNO Director of Vocation Ministry and former San Miguel administrator  
Brother Chris Patiño, agreed, saying, “There definitely is a spirit of gratitude, joy, and pride for how EOL has evolved over the years.” 
     In the years since taking its first steps, EOL has become well-established in SFNO and RELAN as a powerful and effective 
immersion experience, offering not only peace and justice education but also Lasallian formation for mission.   More than any-
thing, it has been the Lasallian educational tradition that has contributed to the design’s success. 
     “El Otro Lado is an educational immersion, not just a service immersion,” explains Kenenna Amuzie, EOL’s coordinator 
2014-2016 and current SFNO Director for Young Lasallians.  “This educational component, which is at the heart of the 
Lasallian mission, contributes to the ongoing success of the program.” 
     Brother Chris added, “It is truly Lasallian in that EOL provides an educational opportunity in community which leads to 
the question, ‘What is the need and how do we provide a Gospel response?’” 
     While its origins undeniably were rooted in a desire to generate advocacy for persons whose marginalization leaves them 
politically and socially voiceless, EOL’s philosophy has been to use the power of quality education to enable participants to 
think and act independently as informed, intelligent, and compassionate individuals.  
     “The students are given opportunities to experience different viewpoints and then reflect on them,” said Mejia-Garcia.  
They are invited to be in solidarity with those who need to migrate, in dialogue with those who do not share their views, and 
responsibly advocate for just treatment, laws, and understanding of the ‘other.’” 
     Amuzie stated, “El Otro Lado is an experience of encounter. These encounters can lead to transformative learning that can 
only happen when students are challenged to step into an experience or perspective that may be ‘on the other side’ of their own.” 
     As a Lasallian educational initiative, EOL was conceived as a response to the larger call of the Institute and of the Church 
to all people to work for a more just and peace-filled world.  For those who have been and who continue to be stewards of the 
program, the past ten years of El Otro Lado have been and always will be about hope.  
     “Hope,” said Amuzie, “that this program continues to offer a witness, reminder, and challenge of the call to respond inno-
vatively to the needs of our sisters and brothers by going beyond borders.” 
     “Hope,” said Brother Chris, “that lies in the power of providing educational experiences rooted in faith, service, and com-
munity that will provide for people an encounter with those who live on the margins. 
     “Hope,” concluded Brother Nick, “for our attempt to educate patiently in the face of ignorance and indifference.  El Otro 
Lado serves as an expression of our Lasallian mission in 21st-century America.” 
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 Christine Brown, niece of SFNO Brother Gale Condit, FSC, who died on November 5, 2019 in Covington, LA. 
 
 Father Kenan Osborne, O.F.M., friend of the Brothers, who died on April 19, 2019 in Santa Barbara, CA. 
 
 Mark Miller, husband of long-time Mont La Salle archivist Andrea Miller, who died on  February 28, 2019,  
    Napa, CA. 
 
 Dorothy Jones, mother of SFNO Brother Thomas Jones, FSC, who died on November 9, Mont La Salle, Napa, CA.  
 
 Lawrence Cory, former Brother of the Christian Schools, who died on October 30, 2019, Moraga, CA,  
 
 Oliver Delery, De La Salle New Orleans Board of Trustees Vice Chairman, who died on January 22, 2020,      
    Metairie, LA. 

Requiescat in Pace  

PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

MARCH 
Catholics in China 

 
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.  

 
APRIL 

Freedom from Addiction 
 

We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 
 

MAY 
For Deacons 

 
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor,  

may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church. 
 

JUNE 
The Way of the Heart 

 
We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life,  

allowing themselves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus. 
 

JULY 
Our Families 

 
We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance.  

 
AUGUST 

The Maritime World 
 

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among them sailors, fishermen and their families. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Respect for the Planet's Resources 

 
We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner. 

Papal Intentions  
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PARTING SHOTS 

The SFNO Brother Directors Association at their January meeting. 

Assistant Visitor Br. Nick Gonzalez, right, with Br. Cosmas Vu at  
the La Salle Vietnam House  Community in San Jose, CA. 

Office of Education Director Mike Daniels leading the meeting of 
SFNO attendees at November’s Huether Lasallian Conference. 

The Regional Council of Young Lasallians at their fall meeting, 
with General Councilor Br. Tim Coldwell, back row left , and 

Superior General Br. Bob Schieler, back row second from left. 

The Regional Communications Team of RELAN  
communications directors at their annual fall meeting . Brothers David Caretti, left, and Kevin Slate enjoying themselves at 

December’s FSC Contacts Retreat. 

PAGE 19 


