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Brother Ralph Baltz, FSC 
(Anselm Francis Baltz) 

 
Died:  Saturday, March 14, 2020, St. Paul’s Community 
Inurnment:  Saint Joseph Abbey, St. Benedict, LA 
 
MILESTONES 
Born: August 27, 1920, Little Rock, AK 
Entered Juniorate: June 1, 1933, Las Vegas, NM 
Entered Novitiate: August 14, 1936, Lafayette, LA 
Received habit: August 14, 1936, Lafayette, LA 
Final vows: June 6, 1945 
Education: B.A., Sacred Heart Scholasticate, Las Vegas, NM, 1942      
  M.A., University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN, 1954 
ASSIGNMENTS 
08-1939:  Cathedral HS, Lafayette, LA, Teacher 
08-1943:  Juniorate, Lafayette, LA, Teacher 
08-1950:  Mullen HS, Denver, CO, Teacher 
08-1953:  Second Novitiate, Rome, Italy 
08-1954:  Juniorate/Novitiate, Lafayette, LA, Sub-Director 
08-1955:  Juniorate/Novitiate, Lafayette, LA, Director 
08-1959:  Scholasticate, Santa Fe, NM, Director 
08-1966:  St. Paul’s School, Covington, LA, Teacher 
08-1967:  De La Salle Christian Brothers, Lafayette, LA, Director 
08-1971:  National Novitiate, Pittsburgh, PA, Director General 
08-1973:  National Novitiate, Windsor, Ontario, Canada, Sub-Director 
08-1977:  De La Salle Christian Brothers, Lafayette, LA, Director 
08-1989:  St. Paul’s Community, Covington, LA, Director 
08-2002:  St. Paul’s Community, Covington, LA, Retired 
08-2004:  St. Paul’s Community, Covington, LA, Director 
08-2006:  St. Paul’s Community, Covington, LA, Retired 
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RITE OF RECEPTION 

 
Presider: Dear friends in Christ, 
   in the name of Jesus and of his Church, 
   we gather to pray for our brother, Ralph, 
   that God may bring him to everlasting 
   peace and rest. 
 We share the pain of loss, 
   but the promise of eternal life gives us hope. 
 Let us comfort one another with these words: 
 “If we have died with Christ, 
   we believe that we shall also live with him. 
 We know that Christ, raised from the dead, 
   dies no more; 
 death no longer has power over him.” 
     (Romans 6:8-9) 
Presider: May the Father of mercies, 
   the God of all consolation, be with you. 
 
All: And with your spirit. 
 (The urn is sprinkled with holy water as a symbol of 

his baptismal commitment.) 
 
Presider: In the waters of baptism 
 Ralph died with Christ and rose with him to new life. 
 May he now share with him eternal glory. 
. 
Opening Hymn:  “Be Not Afraid” (Bob Dufford, SJ) 
You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst.  
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way.  
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand.  
You shall see the face of God and live. 

Be not afraid.  I go before you always.   
Come follow me, and I will give you rest. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 25: 6a, 7-9 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: (repeat “Praise to you,…” after verse) 
  

Verse: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in You I trust. 

 
Gospel: John 6:35-40 
 
Homily 
 
Prayer of the Faithful  
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
Sanctus: 

 
 
Memorial Acclamation: 

 
 
Great Amen: 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Agnus Dei: 

 
Communion Hymn:  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 
Refrain:  You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat,  

Come give to us, O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 
Verses: 
As when the shepherd calls his sheep, they know and heed his 
voice; so when you call your fam’ly, Lord, we follow and rejoice. 
With joyful lips we sing to you our praise and gratitude  
that you should count us worthy, Lord, to share this heav’nly food. 
Is not the cup we bless and share the blood of Christ out poured? 
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare our oneness in the Lord? 
The myst’ry of your presence, Lord, no mortal tongue can tell: 
whom all the world cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell. 
You give yourself to us, O Lord; then selfless let us be,  
to serve each other in your name in truth and charity. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Eulogy 
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FINAL COMMENDATION 

 
Presider: Our brother Ralph has fallen asleep in Christ.  
 Confident in our hope of eternal life,  
 let us commend him to the loving mercy of our Father, 
 and let our prayers go with him.  
     He was adopted as God’s son in baptism, 
 and was nourished at the table of the Lord;  
 may he now inherit the promise of eternal life, 
 and take his place at the table of God’s children  
 in heaven. 
       Let us pray also on our own behalf 

  that we who mourn and are saddened  
  may one day go forth with our brother  
  to meet the Lord of life when he appears in glory. 

 
Prayer of Commendation 
Presider: Into your hands, Father of mercies, 
 we commend our brother, Ralph,  
 in the sure and certain hope that, 
 together with all who have died in Christ, 
 he will rise with him on the last day. 
 We give you thanks for the blessings 
 which you bestowed upon Ralph in this life: 

they are signs to us of your goodness 
 and of our fellowship with the saints in Christ. 

Merciful Lord,  
 turn toward us and listen to our prayers: 
 open the gates of paradise to your 
 servant and help us who remain 
 to comfort one another with assurances 
 of faith, until we all meet in Christ 
 and are with you and with our brother, 
 Ralph, forever. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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         All: Amen 
 
Presider: Let us go in peace. 
 
Recessional:  Honneur a Toi 
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Brother Ralph:  A Life Well Lived 
Brother Ralph Baltz of the San Francisco New Orleans District of the De La 

Salle Christian Brothers lived fully his 99 years, 74 of which as a member of our 
Congregation.  His physical presence will be missed but he lives in our hearts. 

Brother was born in Little Rock, AK on August 27, 1920. He was the son of 
the late Leo Bernard Baltz, AFSC and Anna Mary Sorg Baltz, AFSC. He was 
preceded in death by his siblings Brother Leo Baltz, FSC, Donald Francis Baltz 
and Mary Baltz Odelia. He is survived by Brother Alfred Baltz, FSC and sister 
Gladys Baltz Quintero. Brother is also survived by a host of nieces and nephews.  

Although he taught in many schools, Brother Ralph had the unique position 
among the Brothers of working in the formation of the newest Brothers.  At one 
point as Director of Scholastics he had 56 young Brothers in Formation. Over the 
course of his term as Director over 200 young Brothers received their Formation 
under Brother Ralph’s watchful eye. 

Brother Ralph was a deeply spiritual man. He lived a life that balanced prayer, 
study and work. This is the way that most of the Brothers will remember him. He 
was devoted to prayer. He had a special devotion to the Sacred Heart and the 
Blessed Mother (Our Lady of the Smile). He loved to work with his hands; 
especially in the garden. He had a tremendous work ethic and he passed it on to 
those in Formation. He also had the sense to realize that the young Brothers in 
Formation needed time to burn off energy. Every Saturday, he would take them off 
Campus to climb mountains, ice skating, tobogganing and visiting the many 
historic spots in New Mexico. The young brothers also learned many practical 
things under Brother Ralph, e.g., repairing roofs, mechanics and plumbing.  

In 1966, with the changes being made in Congregations in response to Vatican 
II, Brother asked to be relieved of his duties as Director of Scholastics. Like many 
of our Brothers he struggled with the changes that took place in our Congregation.  

Noted for his caring way and organizational skills, Brother Ralph also served 
many years as Director of the eldest Brothers.  Eventually he was able to “retire” 
from leadership positions so as to focus on his hobbies and the many projects he 
pursued in his daily ministry to community life.  He loved raising plants and trees. 
He was gentle, kind, dignified and one never heard him say an unkind word about 
anyone. He was truly a Servant Leader. His life can be summed up with the words 
of Scripture which speaks of the faithful and prudent servant whom the Lord sets 
over his household. 

The Brothers are grateful to all who helped care for and visit Brother Ralph 
during his final days; especially our Nurses and CNA’s. 
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Consecration of the Baltz Family  
to the Sacred Heart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, we consecrate to 
Thee, O Jesus of Love, the trials and the 
joys and all the happiness of our family life 
and we beseech Thee to pour out Thy best 
blessings on all its members absent and 
present, living and dead – and when, one 
after the other, we shall have fallen asleep 
in Thy blessed bosom, O Jesus, may all of 
us in Paradise find again our family united 
in Thy Sacred Heart.  Amen 
Signed:  Leo Bernard and Anna Mary Baltz, 1921 

Leo Bernard, Jr., Ralph F., Arthur G., 
Mary Odelia, Donald F., Gladys Ann 

 
 


