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       It is not hard to find people today who are in love with the 1960s.  What wasn’t to love?  
Freedom.  Experimentation.  Psychedelia. Groovy clothes.  Groovier music.  Anything went 
as long as it was a gas.  Life in the sixties was, as the Beatles said, a magical mystery tour.   
       It was.  And it wasn’t.  To paraphrase a popular quote, “If you remember the ’60s fondly, 
you weren’t really there.”  Look closer, and one cannot escape the fact that the era of peace and love 
did not have nearly enough of either.  Truth be told, the 1960s was a very mean decade.  What began 
with endless confidence and energy would disintegrate in a plague of searing tragedies, ugly 
rage, failure after agonizing failure.  By 1969, we were spent, numb, wanting only to forget 
the nightmare that the American dream had become.  Then came July 20.   
       For days, the country had been following the latest episode in NASA’s eight-year saga of 
blasting astronauts into space and then reeling them back to earth.  Mercury. Gemini. Apollo.  
The flights had actually become almost routine and, some said, irrelevant. But this time was 
different, because from the beginnings of our ruined decade there was still at least one chance for 
greatness that had not died or left us, and it was at our fingertips.  On July 20, John F. Kennedy’s 
bold promise was going to be kept: We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other 
things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard...because that  challenge is one 
that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one we intend to win. 
       I was in my grandparents’ living room, sitting by a large picture window and surrounded 
by family, Shakey’s pizzas, and smoke from a lot of nervous cigarettes.  Please, God, please. 
I can still remember the crackly sound of Neil Armstrong’s voice:  “40 feet down...picking 
up some dust…contact light....ok, engine stop.  Tranquility Base here.  The Eagle has landed.”   
       We all stared at the TV, then through the window at a glowing crescent hanging not 
quite halfway up in the sky.  Jaws went slack.  No words.  No one knew what to say.  Then, 
of all people, my cranky grandfather, who was always fed up with everyone and everything 
and had no use whatsoever for John F. Kennedy, found the words.  He flicked his cigarette, 
ran his hand over his face and said, “Son of a — that damned rich kid was right.  We did it.”   
       Yes, we did it.  We had done what he said we could.  We set our sights, and we tried, and 
we succeeded.  And for one moment, as the images from a quarter of a million miles away began 
to sink in, a nation regained its lost optimism and reclaimed its severed spirit.  For one moment, 
we remembered what it felt like to believe in ourselves, to outrun our limitations by racing 
together to catch our possibilities.  For one moment, we were sure and unstoppable again.   
       But the moment did not last.  There would be no renaissance, no return to Camelot.  It 
was because while we recalled the place, we had never really known the way. We needed 
someone who did to walk us there.  I think that is the real lesson of those days.  It is about what 
it takes to catch the lightning and keep it, about the incalculable value of heroic leadership.   
       Heroic leadership is leadership that that does not seek to be the hero, but to raise heroes.  
It urges transcendence, setting extraordinary goals to rise above self-limiting ordinariness.  
It is leading by pointing to the very best that our world can be, then calling out in others the very 
best that they can be and assuring them that they can get there, that they can create the path.          
       It is an idea that lies at the heart of the Lasallian mission.  The Founder came upon a 
generation of youth that did not know all for which they had been created, all that their lives 
were meant to be.  In his schools, they would learn.  They still do.  This is who you are.  
This is who you can become.  We’ll show you as much as we know and walk with you as 
far as we can.  Then, you will go on to find and fulfill your dream for the world.  You will 
be gracious, and you will be humble, but you will be heroes.  Enter to learn, leave to serve. 
       L.J. Cardinal Suenens said, “Hope is not a dream but a way of making dreams become 
a reality.”  If we are called to be leaders, it is to inspire in our students a greater leadership.  
We are called to teach our students to live heroically, to grow the minds and hearts and 
voices that their times demand, to be a people of faith and vision, of compassion and 
courage, unafraid to try and unwilling to settle.  A people who will shoot the moon. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

LEC/DLT Mtgs. 

July 15 | Mont La Salle, CA 

 

Johnston Intsitute SFNO Cohort 

July 18-21 | St. Joseph’s Camp, CA 

 

RLEC Mtg. 

July 22-24 | Mont La Salle, CA 

 

VEGA YL Formation Program 

July 22-26 | CBU, Memphis, TN 

 

LEC/DLT Mtgs. 

August | Mont La Salle, CA 

 

Board Governance Training 

Aug. 21-23 | Mont La Salle, CA 

 

NOLAsallian Convocation 

Aug. 30 | Covington, LA 

 

LCAP: De La Salle High School 

Sept. 11-12 | Concord, CA 

 

LEC/DLT Mtgs. 

Sept. | Mont La Salle, CA 

 

Student Life River Gathering 

Sept. 18-20 | St. Joseph’s Camp, CA 

 

DCAA New Members Mtg. 

Sept. 22 | San Diego, CA 

 

DCAA Fall Mtg. 

Sept. 23-25 | San Diego, CA 

 

Symposium on Lasallian Research  

Sept. 20-22 | SMC, Minneapolis, MN 

 

Board Governance Training 

Sept. 29 - Oct. 1| New Orleans, LA 

 

 

 

Smart has the best plans, but stupid has the best stories. 
 
Some days I amaze myself, and some days I look for my phone while I’m talking on it. 
 
Only humans would think that extraterrestrial life traveled millions of light years 
through deep space just to land here, make circles in our crops, and then leave. 
 
I can’t count how many problems I have because math is one of them. 
 
My driving is so bad that yesterday my GPS asked me to stop and let it out. 
 
Would you believe that my neighbor rang my doorbell at 2 a.m.?  Good thing I 
was still up practicing my bagpipes. 
 
Laughing at your mistakes can lengthen your life. Laughing at someone else’s can 
shorten it. 
 
On weekends my coffee is recreational, as opposed to weekdays when it’s medicinal. 
 
When you ask me what I’m doing and I say, “Nothing,”, it does not mean that I am 
free.  It means that is my plan for the day. 
 
Being patient is something that you do when there are just too many witnesses. 
 
As I have grown older, I have come to realize that making everyone happy is impossible, 
but driving everyone crazy is a piece of cake. 
 
When life closes one door, open it.  It’s a door. That’s how they work. 

 

The Vatican has announced that Pope Francis has named Superior General Brother 
Robert Schieler, FSC as a full member of the Congregation for Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.  Also named were six superiors of 
women's religious orders and a consecrated laywoman.  This is the first time that 
women and lay religious have been made members. 
 
The Congregation of the Causes of Saints has announced that the ceremony of   
Beatification of Brother James Miller, FSC, will take place on December 7, 2019 
in Huehuetenango, Guatemala. 
 
The Generalate has published Circular 473, announcing that the 46th General 
Chapter of the Institute will take place in Rome in May, 2021. 
 
The 2019 Huether Lasallian Conference, “Living the Lasallian Mission: Celebrating 
with Zeal,” is scheduled to take place November 21-23 in Minneapolis, MN. 
 
The 7th Congress of the World Union of Lasallian Former Students (UMAEL) will 
take place November 21-23 in Minneapolis, MN. 
 
Read the latest issue of De La Salle Today, “Lasallians: Hearts on Fire.” 
 
The biography, The Teacher’s Saint: John Baptist de La Salle, Patron of Teachers, 
by Brother George Van Grieken, FSC, is available from Saint Mary’s Press. 
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https://www.smp.org/product/9203/The-Teachers-Saint/


       We’re delighted to bring you news from Christian Brothers School 
at the end of this 2018-19 school year.  Springtime was filled with plenty 
of seasonal events and activities.   
       In keeping with the Mardi Gras spirit, pre-kindergarten students, 
with a little help from parents, paraded as the Krewe of Little Falcons 
just before Mardi Gras in the Canal Street campus yard. 
       It was "Aloha" for the 3rd Annual Ladies' Club Tennis Tournament 
as participants arrived in Hawaiian attire for the day of fun at the City 
Park courts. The tournament boasted 67 teams, and unlike some years, 
the ladies enjoyed beautiful weather. 
       During Lent, Christian Brothers School faculty were joined by 
some family members to offer a day of service feeding homeless at the 
St. Jude Community Center.  As part of their annual service projects, 
students on both campuses were busy.  Seventh graders went to Magnolia 
Community Services where they interacted with adults with develop-
mental disabilities and to ARC helped sort 1,300 pounds of Mardi Gras 
beads for a major fundraiser which helps provide jobs for people with 
intellectual disabilities. Sixth graders helped the first graders at St. 
Mary's Academy to read books and make Easter bunny puppets. Mean-
while, fifth graders went next door to St. Anthony of Padua Church to 
clean inside and work outside in the gardens.  On the City Park campus, 
seventh graders did the heavy lifting with wheelbarrows, pitch forks and 
rakes to spread mulch on the walking paths of the Coterie Forest in City Park. Second graders on the Canal Street 
Campus, who have worked on throw blankets with residents of the Vista Shores retirement home, brought the blankets 
to the Ronald McDonald House down the street for children staying there during hospital treatment.  
       Fifty-three second graders, under direction of homeroom teachers Nancy Giacone and Bethany Carrigee,     
completed preparations and made their First Confession and then their First Communion at St. Anthony of Padua 
Church. 
       Fourth grade teachers Lauren Buckel, Lori Reuter and Tammy Yrle received help from volunteers from St.   
Angela Merici's parish, who taught the 89 fourth graders how to make their own Rosaries. The volunteers, whose 
ministry is to help students make Rosaries, provided all of the supplies, a bag for each student to keep their Rosary, 
a card explaining how to pray the Rosary and other prayers. 
       The annual band concert was held on May 7th in the City Park Campus Cultural Center. In addition to the band 

performance, the Middle School Girls Theater Club  
performed a one-act play. 
       7th Grade Parent-Child Volleyball Night took 
place on May 9th at in the City Park Campus Cultural 
Center.  Students and their parents signed up for a 
great evening of fun exercise and community-building. 
Christian Brothers School has been recognized as the 
only middle school in Louisiana and one of 148 middle 
school nationwide to be named a "Distinguished School" 
for its science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
program. CBS received the honor from Project Lead 
The Way (PLTW), a nonprofit organization which pro-
vides STEM curricula and professional training for over 
1,100 elementary, middle and high schools throughout 
the country, including 86 in Louisiana and 45 in the 
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Second graders with their homemade blankets 
ready for delivery to Ronald McDonald House. 

Students at St. Anthony of Padua Church for their First Holy Communion. 



New Orleans area.  
       On May 8th, CBS teacher Jodi Epp was honored 
by Cabrini High School, an all-girls New Orleans 
Catholic school, with a Distinguished Educator Award.  
She was one of four NOLA teachers recognized with 
this honor. The recipients were nominated by Cabrini 
students for “the impact the nominee has had in their 
lives and preparation for high school and beyond.” 
       A few weeks earlier, to draw attention to our   
RELAN twinning program and to make it more concrete 
for our students, we held a special activity on our Canal 
Street campus.  We introduced it by explained to the 
students the relationship we have with our twinning 
school in Ethiopia, Besrate Gabriel, and emphasized 
their needs.  Then we announced a “twin day.”  Students 
could come to school dressed as "twins" or the "twin" 
of their favorite real person or fictional character.  To 
participate, there was a minimum donation of $1   

dedicated to Besrate Gabriel School.  We collected $1000 that day, and almost $2000 during the week on various 
activities for our twin school.  It was the brainstorm idea of Canal campus principal Richard Neider.  View slideshow. 
       Fifth and Sixth Grade Report Cards and Awards Ceremony was held on May 23 in the City Park Campus     
Cultural Center.  The next day, the school community gathered in the Cultural Center for the Graduation of our   
seventh-grade Class of 2019. 
       Ryan Hollander and Bridget Palermo received the two highest awards at Christian Brothers School's May   
commencement exercises. Hollander, on the all-boys City Park middle school campus, and Palermo, on the all-girls 
middle school campus on Canal Street, were each honored with the Provincial's Lasallian Award. 
       There were two interesting sidebars from the 2019 commencement. Lauri and Ken Aucoin saw their sixth son 
graduate from CBS. From left, Austin (2009), Evan (2011), Trey (2013) and Reid (2015), Oddie (2017), and     
Brennan (2019).  And Nancy Giacone, a second-grade teacher on the Canal Street campus, was on hand to watch 
Paul Tay and Dylan Palmisano graduate from CBS this May. Nancy taught the two in kindergarten at another 
school, and all three started at CBS in the fall of 2016. 
       CBS students Jake Heap, Isabella Melton, Abby Nastasi, and Casey Swanson were part of a 24-member team 
sponsored by the Jefferson Performing Arts Society (JPAS) which earned "Best Vocal Direction" and "Excellence in 
Theatre" awards at the Young Performers of America Competition in New York City. JPAS Theatre Kids! Competition 
Team is an intensive program that focuses on performance in a musical and teamwork. It prepares young actors to 
compete as a team at a National Junior Theatre Festival.  
       The Falcon Cheerleaders took a first place and overall high score Grand Champion award at the Titan Cheer and 
Dance Championship in April in Biloxi. The CBS Falcon Boys Tennis team took home the championship trophy, 
and the girls' tennis team was runner-up in the New Orleans Athletic League middle school tennis tournament.  The 
fifth, sixth, and seventh grade baseball teams each won their respective league championships. 
 
Mr. Rick Reso, Correspondent 

 
       The De La Salle High School retreat team is a core part of incorporating the Lasallian way into the De La Salle 
community.  The team is in its sixth year at De La Salle and is led by Dr. Tony Behan and Mr. Justin Martineau.  
Dr. Behan gets at least 45 applicants each year but only about a dozen rising 11th and 12th graders are selected. The 
application process to be a part of the team is an exercise in self-reflection. Applicants answer introspective questions 
and supply information about their spiritual life outside of school.  Dr. Behan interviews the applicants and picks 
those who best demonstrate the five Lasallian Core Principles.  The team starts every year in the summer by having 
a retreat of its own, bringing the members together to strengthen their bonds and to plan and organize the year’s 
grade-level retreat experiences. The team also is responsible for helping out with school-wide prayer services, the 
Sophomore Prayer Breakfast, and representing the school at some off-campus events. 

PAGE 4 

Students and faculty proud to show off their PLTW Distinguished School banner. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNlnjqL0coNP8mEcj4HvMY0yrPVjH3rutDrQTeKFDdLIETPQFcDuOn5ih6VF5nsStVED3OZTjYGlz3/pub?start=true&loop=false&delayms=3000


       Two De La Salle seniors were recently honored 
with the American Legion Award for “high qualities 
of courage, leadership, character, service and scholar-
ship.”  The award, presented by Commander Gary 
Frank of Ed Brauner American Legion Post 307, was 
given to Noah Hemelt and Jasmine Williams. 
       Johnny Altobello ’74 was named “Distinguished 
Alumnus” for De La Salle at the recent Archdiocesan 
Office of Catholic Schools award presentation at St. 
Philip Neri.  Archbishop Gregory Aymond presented 
Altobello with his plaque.  During his years as a   
Cavalier student, Altobello was Class President all 
four years, served as Student Council President his 
junior year, and President his senior year.  He has 
served as Alumni Board President for five years. 
       De La Salle held its 67th graduation on May 20th 
at Tulane University’s McAlister Auditorium.  The 
116 members of the Class of 2019 were led by Saluta-
torian Jensen L. Thomassie and Co-Valedictorians 
Brandon M. Gauthier and Daniel J. Hernandez. 
       In addition to graduation, several major awards 

were presented, including the Lasallian Provincial’s Award for exemplary living of Lasallian core principles to Julia 
Smith and Gerald Matthews, Jr., and the Signum Fidei Award for faithfulness to De La Salle High School and the tradi-
tions of the Brothers of the Christian Schools to Brandon Gauthier. 
 
Ms. Jessica M. Atwood, Correspondent 
 

 

 
Students Advocate for Immigrants  
       What do De La Salle North Catholic Students do on Spring Break?! Attend CAUSA’s Advocacy Day in the 
state capitol, Salem! Our Latinx Club members spoke to legislators about the most pressing issues facing our immi-
grant communities, including HB 2015—Driver's Licenses for All. Students spoke about how passing this bill 
would impact their family members' daily lives in many ways.  
 
Founder's Day of Service 
       Founder's Day is the one day out of the year when the whole school is together and no students are at Corporate 
Work Study Program jobs. We gathered together for prayer and then students, staff, faculty, and Board members 
spent 852 collective volunteer hours at 20 organizations throughout Portland in honor of our founder, St. John    
Baptist de la Salle, returning to school for an all-school cele-
bratory lunch. 
       Students cleaned tools, pulled invasive plants, removed 
nails from boards, baked cupcakes, delivered food, and 
served breakfast at organizations ranging from the Boys and 
Girls Club to Friends of Trees, Kairos PDX, Meals on 
Wheels, the Ronald McDonald House, St. Francis Dining 
Hall, and more. 
 
Congrats, Grads!  
       Congratulations to the fifteenth graduating class, the 
Class of 2019! 100% of the Class of 2019 was accepted to 
college and this class of 54 students earned $5.8 million in 
college scholarships. This fall they will attend 22 different 
colleges and universities. We are so proud of them! 
 
Ms. Trinity Peacock-Broyles, Correspondent 
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Retreat team members work on the upcoming year’s program. 

Graduating seniors ready to make their mark on the world. 



 
Braves are Better Together 
       Members of the Justin-Siena community embraced 
an opportunity to get involved with a special event 
that put our Lasallian core principles into action en-
gaging students, staff, and alumni in meaningful ways 
while benefiting a community in need. Arguably one 
of the most “All Heart” events of the 2018-19 school 
year, the Better Together Prom was held on Saturday, 
February 16, 2019, on the Justin-Siena campus, and 
was a huge success thanks, in large part, to an inspired 
team of Braves. 
       As Justin-Siena’s LSL and Admissions coordinator 
and one of the events’ organizers, Megan Alexander-
Short ’07, described, “It all began over a simple con-
versation in a coffee shop between Justin-Siena parent 
Dr. Erica Conway, and Justin-Siena LSL coordinator 
Megan Dominici ’92, which created a spark,” Megan 
points out, “that spark quickly turned into a wildfire!” 
Inspired by, and patterned after, Tim Tebow’s Night 
To Shine events, the nearest of which were held in 
Walnut Creek and Santa Rosa, this celebration allowed 

more immediate access to the larger Napa and Solano County special needs communities. Megan added, “I have  
organized many events over the past few years, and this one was by far the easiest. From the moment we set up a 
Facebook page, there was an incredible outpouring of support. We really wanted a live band for the event, and the 
fundraising to make that happen was effective and quick—and we booked the popular Wonderbread 5.” 
        As a sterling example of our school’s credo, “Enter to Learn; Leave to Serve” this exciting event was fueled 
and supported by numerous Justin-Siena alums, including, Trent Stoppello '91, Kim Jinks ’93, Shannon Marek ’91, 
Coleen Savage Giovannoni ’98, and Aileen Savage ’02. Megan Dominici points out, “It also brought together the 
entire Napa County school community. Guests and organizers came from neighboring Valley Oak, New Tech High, 
Napa High, Vintage, River, Redwood, and even some students from Novato, for this exciting inaugural event held in 
the Justin-Siena Dining Hall.” There was a healthy 
dose of Braves spirit in the form of current student 
and alumni volunteers. Rolling out the red carpet —
guests were delivered to the gala with VIP treatment 
and escorted to the doors with cheering onlookers and 
fans flashing their cell phone cameras like eager papa-
razzi. 
        As Dr. Conway pointed out, “Many people with 
disabilities are not included in after-school high 
school and extracurricular events, including my own 
daughter, Gretchen Wahle ’22, (born with Down  
Syndrome), and I wanted to change that. We also 
have a group of people from all the middle and high 
schools who have a desire to interact with people with 
disabilities, and this event allows everyone to do just 
that.” To break down even more barriers, special 
needs guests were not limited to high school students 
alone. High school age and older were all welcome. 
“When I got the idea to do this in Napa, I immediately 
called Megan Dominici because I know she can get 
things done. She knows so many people and partici-
pates in several service groups in town. I had the con-
nections with people with disabilities, and she had the 
school connections. Justin-Siena immediately said 
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All guests received the red carpet treatment with plenty of student escorts 
to buffer against the paparazzi ! 

Better Together Prom and Justin-Siena LSL Coordinator Megan Dominici 
’92 with student volunteers Caroline Chatagnier ’19 and Sumaia Khoury. 



yes, when asked to be the venue and source of volun-
teers. It was that simple. The space was perfect, and 
Justin-Siena was an ideal choice since they had al-
ready graduated my daughter Grace Wahle ’18, and 
had wholeheartedly opened their arms to enroll my 
daughter, Gretchen. We just knew that the school 
would want to be a part of this.” 
        On the morning of the big event, the Dining Hall 
was bustling with preparations. Nearly 250 volunteers 
had pitched in, culminating roughly four months of 
meetings and preparations, with dozens of students 
showing up early to decorate. High schoolers and 
middle schoolers from all across Napa joined a team 
of JS Braves strung lights, hung streamers and posters, 
and wove a balloon arch. As preparations were underway, 
fourteen-year-old Tiffany Dreesen ’22 commented, 
“There are two great things about volunteering, it 
makes them feel good, but it also makes you feel 

good.” Her friend, and fellow Brave, Erica Joie Sales ’22 added, “It’s a win-win situation. Everybody benefits.” In a 
spirit of true inclusivity, all the guests were treated like royalty and crowned as Kings and Queens of the Prom 
Court. Megan Alexander-Short shared that “We sent out a Facebook message that we needed flowers, and twenty 
minutes later we had bouquets of roses coming through the door.” Adding even more great examples of community 
generosity she added, “I was able to connect with a photo booth from my friends' wedding, and told them what we 
were doing. I mentioned that I wasn’t sure how much of a budget we’d have for the event, but we’re hoping that 
you’d be able to help. The next thing I knew they had donated the entire photo booth set free of charge. Everyone 
was just so willing to give to make sure that this was a success.”  In fact, everything from the ticket to the event, 
flowers, outfits, hairdressing, makeup, and steak sandwiches from Cole’s Chop House were provided to our guests 
gratis. Dr. Conway added, “One of the real delights of the preparation occurred when a group of 15 to 20 students 
were having a blast picking out their gowns. We were having so much fun that I was even talked into trying on some 
dresses myself.” 
        The dance itself went off without a hitch, Megan Alexander-Short commented that “I think it is honestly the 
best thing I’ve ever done,” she added, “I was so proud of the entire community, students and donors alike. The even-
ing was filled with so much joy. Everyone was having so much fun. There was no division or alienation between 
students of any ability or school. There was none of the ‘typical’ high school behavior that sometimes characterizes 
adolescent events.” 
        Between the nearly two hundred guests and all the volunteers, there were approximately 400 people in attend-
ance. As several participants pointed out, “It was a 
safe place for special needs kids to cut loose and have 
fun—something these kids seldom get a chance to 
do.” With Wonderbread 5 donating their popular 
dance tunes at a discounted rate, numerous kings and 
queens were welcomed on stage to dance with the 
band. 
        Several volunteers from our graduating class 
agreed that they hoped this event would “begin a new 
annual ‘All Heart’ tradition.” Class of 2019 Valedic-
torian and Student Body Co-President Sumaia 
Khoury ’19 shared, “I think each participant got 
something from the experience. The guests took home 
life-long memories and friendships, and for the hosts, 
a new perspective and greater insight into special 
needs.” Sumaia went on to say, “As someone who 
hasn't worked closely with those who have down  
syndrome, the Better Together prom was a learning 
experience. Working closely with the guests warmed 
my heart, and definitely taught me a lot. It's the type 
of thing you remember forever, and this opportunity 
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A packed floor shows that Braves truly are “Better Together”! 

JS alums Kim Jinks '93, Megan Dominici ’92, Trent Stoppello '91, Shannon 
Marek '91, Coleen Giovannoni '98, Aileen Savage '02 team up to support 

Better Together Prom at their alma mater.  



has brought about a desire for similar work in the future.” When asked what impressed her the most Sumaia re-
sponded, “The lightheartedness of those gathered, and the willingness of the community to support all of its mem-
bers. It was a beautiful thing to see.” Bryce Mayo ’20 added, “I volunteered for this event because I thought it would 
be a wonderful way to interact with people I normally wouldn’t.” He went on to say, “I believe it benefited both 
hosts and guests by bridging the gap between us and making us see that we are no different. I saw that everyone who 
was there was having a good time. It didn’t matter if you were a guest or a volunteer, everyone was having a good 
time. I saw that we are all equals! I was impressed with being able to see how much the hosts and parents and      
volunteers cared about the guests—and how much the guests enjoyed it.” Witnessing that deep joy in the students 
who participated, Dr. Conway noted, “Some of the junior and senior volunteers went so far as to claim that this 
event was even more fun than their own proms.” 
        When asked about future events Dr. Conway added, “We have recently formed our own nonprofit called Napa 
Valley is Better Together, and we will be holding this dance every year. Our goal is to also have smaller casual 
events throughout the year like movies, BBQs and bowling. We’ve decided having music involved is critical to get 
people to mingle.” She went on to say that this All Heart event, “brought an entire community of young people    
together proving that we are more alike than different and that Napa is Better Together. Personally, I realized that 
this was more than just me wanting my daughter and a few people I know with disabilities to feel like they belong 
and to have a good time, all of Napa wants this. It feels good for everyone, special needs and volunteers alike. 
Young adults don’t have enough ways to interact with one another. So many events in Napa are geared for adults 
and drinking. It was so nice to see people let down their guard and just enjoy each other’s company.” 
        This extraordinary event truly embodies the Lasallian spirit of our Founder as it opens minds and touches 
hearts. Justin-Siena was thrilled to have played a role in such a night and to create an inclusive community. Fostering a 
commitment to serve and to lead is the hallmark of a Justin-Siena education, and the more we can partner with our 
greater community in opportunities such as these, the stronger we become. We are, indeed, Better Together. 
        Joe Alexander-Short (Megan’s brother) lent his time and talents to capture this event on video. View video. 
 
Ms. Eileen Mize, Correspondent 
 

 
       Our group of Christian Brothers, former Brothers and 
their families, and our friends and supporters (“Les Amis des 
Frères”) invites all of you to our annual picnic at Mont La 
Salle on Sunday, August 18, 2019. 
       The day begins with Mass in the beautiful main chapel at 
Mont La Salle at 11 AM.  The picnic will be in the picnic 
grove. Each family brings its own picnic, and the Brothers 
from the Holy Family Community and the Provincialate 
Community always come up to the grove to visit with us. It’s 
a joyful reunion of friends, classmates, and confreres. 
       We ask a donation of $10 per person or $20 per family to 
help cover the cost of using the grove. 
We always have a silent auction of wines and FSC memora-
bilia, and we ask everyone attending to bring something to 
donate to the auction. 
       This year again, through the generosity of our member 
Scott Connolly, we will be selling raffle tickets for a two-

night stay in a one-room, pet-friendly cabin with king bed, kitchen, fireplace, bathroom, and deck at The Andiron 
Seaside Inn and Cabins at Little River (Mendocino) on the north coast of California. ($20 per ticket.)   
www.theAndiron.com 
       All proceeds from the auction and raffle go to the Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation in support of the re-
tired Brothers and scholarships for students in our Lasallian schools. This is our biggest Les Amis event of the year. 
       Save the date!  Everyone is welcome!  Find us on Facebook!  Contact Mike Tscheekar:  misha@sbceo.org 
 
Mr. Mike Tscheekar, Correspondent 
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Les Amis des Frères enjoy one of the group’s annual get-togethers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ho-xGc_3iAg&feature=youtu.be


 
       The community is progressively adjusting to changes in membership with the temporary absence of Br. George 
Van Grieken as he makes his way to his first stay at the Case Generalizia – Rome; Br. James Joost continues his 
move to St. Paul’s – Covington by progressive transport of his belonging there -along with the bringing/taking of 
furniture, books, art objects etc. as part of the Archive inclusion of materials from several communities and the  
sharing of “goods” from one community/school to another in the far reaches of the District; and the preparation to 
welcome Br Nick Gonzalez into the community come July! We certainly look forward to Br Nick’s inclusion and 
are sorry to lose Br James – but happy for St. Paul’s good fortune. 
        One of the community’s primary “apostolates” is the offering of hospitality to the many groups and individuals 
who come to Mont La Salle for a variety of reasons.  The Conference Center is in almost constant use by way of 
District meetings, outside groups for retreats/workshops and of course a prime source of revenue in addition to a 
spiritual service: the weddings!  
        With such diverse activities as the Holy Week Triduum services and Vigil Service, and the presence of District 
groups like the District Council, DLSI Board, Discerning Leaders and Board Training sessions, as well the Friday 
night special meals in our community’s upstirs dining room,  we make contact with a lot of people for whom this is 
their first visit and experience of the “Mont La Salle magic” – which is quite well received and appreciated. We try 
to make an appearance and participate at the socials and dinners when invited by these various groups. And we just 
recently had our annual Religious and Clergy Dinner for the Sonoma-Napa-Fairfield area. It is a good way to be in 
solidarity with the local church and the priests as well the deacons and their wives, by far the largest group, express 
their strong appreciation for the evening. 
        A new feature of the “wellness programs” available to the community is the aquatics aerobics sessions that are 
offered to both our Brothers and the Holy Family community. From the accounts of Brothers John O’Neill and  
Robert O’Kane, the warm water of the swimming pool and the expertise of the physical trainer are well received. 
       We keep in our prayers the closing of the school year, the graduates, the administrators, faculty and staff who 
now prepare for a different pace and perhaps change of involvement for the summer months, and the parents who 
may also be inheriting a whole new set of activities. We will be involved and pray for the various vocational       
programs and Lasallian youth activities that will also be taking place in the coming months. Blessings indeed for 
continuing our celebration of the Year of Lasallian Vocations! 
  
Brother Mark Murphy, FSC, Correspondent 
 

 
General News 
       On Friday, May 24, 2019, Baccalaureate Mass was offered in The Alioto Center largest room for 650 seniors, 
parents and guests, faculty, staff and choir. College Chaplain and alumnus,  Rev. Father Hi Ho presided.  Julie Ford, 
Ph.D, directed the choir.  
       Commencement was held on the College  Rugby Field on Saturday, at 9:00 AM under broken clouds for 850 
BA graduates.  Approximately 6,000 plus, parents, relatives and guests were in attendance .  An attractive new stage 
seated faculty and administration for the two hour exercise.   U. S. Congressman Mark DeSaulnier was the light-
hearted Commencement Speaker.  Mary Kathleen Conlon, ’19, was Valedictorian (who included a few words in  
opposition to anyone who would question  Women’s Rights, including abortion.)   Usual celebrations abounded on 
various places on campus.  Celebrations ceased about 4:00 PM and crews removed trash, tents, tables, chairs and so 
forth for graduate celebrations on the following day. 
       On Sunday, May 26, 445 graduate students received Doctoral and Master’s Degrees in Kinesiology , Education, 
Counseling, Executive Business, MS in Economics, MA’s in Fine Arts: Creative Writing and Dance and BA’s in the 
Leap program for Professional Ballet students.  80 students received their standard California Education Credentials.   
Rand Morimoto, SMC Alumnus of the Year, was the Graduate Student Commencement Speaker.  Four students  
received doctoral degrees in Education.   Relatives and friends in attendance was estimated to be approximately 
4,400. 
       Engaging with the Lasallian World, a “mini” Buttimer Institute for the College occured on June 5, 6, and 7th,    
as created by Leslie Welty, Buttimer Graduate.  Leaders were Brother Michael Meister, FSC, Ph. D., Greg Kopra, Ph. D., 
and Charles Legendre, AFSC, and meditation with Brother Camillus Chavez.  
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Community News 
       The SMC Brothers Community was saddened by the death of former member, Brother Martin Ash, FSC, on 
Memorial Day, May 27, 2019.  He was the youngest brother to James Ash, FSC and Warren Ash, FSC, who        
proceeded him to their heavenly awards. 
       The SMC Community has also been praying for Brother Martin Yribarren, FSC, Ph.D., who has subsequently 
returned to campus in a very positive mood.   Brother Mark McVann, FSC,  Ph.D.,  who spent recent days in a    
hospital in Bogota, Columbia recovering from serious medical problems will be returning to Moraga on June 6.  At 
this time, both hopefully seem to be recovering satisfactorily.  .     
        Brother Christopher Donnelly , together with Brother Jack Henderson will be aiding the new owners of 
Camp Kennolyn  (formerly named Camp LaSalle) in readying and closing the camp for the new owners over the 
next three years.  Readying and closing are the critical functions (considering the winter months in the High Sierras) 
for the camp operation. 
       Brother Christopher Donnelly, the official Fire Chief of The Lake Huntington Volunteer Fire Department, will 
be engaged in an intensive training of 40 hours with the Department staff and volunteers in early June. 
       Brother Chris Donnelly is also busy in Santa Fe, NM, directing the remodeling of the Brothers’ Residence in 
three phases.  First phase is the installation of HVAC, new fenestration (windows), and a major electrical upgrade.  
Second phase is demolition of six former bedrooms and turning the space into three special care facilities. Third 
Phase is to provide all bedrooms with new floors, insulation, lighting, and installation of handicapped showers, and 
concluding with a complete remodel of the kitchen.  The final ‘touch of class’ will be a replacement of the building 
entryway. 
       The College now has an association with an outstanding Honor Society, namely the Phi Kappa Phi which      
enrolled 112 honorees, based on Grade Point Averages,  from among the Junior, Senior Classes and Graduate     
Students.  Brother Richard Lemberg , FSC, Ph.D.,  was the successful visionary and leader in establishing the Society 
on the Saint Mary’s Campus.  He now proceeds to open  the  summer camp on the Russian River for the Brothers in 
the District from June 21 to July 31.  He will then travel East to visit his brother and family.    
       Brother Ron Gallagher, Ph.D., former President spent several years at Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory as 
President to assure the Archdiocese of appropriate academic management and religious instruction at a critical time.  
He has now returned to the College and the English Department.  During the summer he will be working with a  
special group of students in LEAP (Liberal Education for Arts Professionals) in English.  The LEAP program is a 
professional educational enterprise for students associated with the elegant San Francisco Ballet who desire a       
collegiate degree and are thus required to enroll in a number of  regular accredited collegiate classes for degree  
completion.  Brother Ronald also looks forward to the 50th year reunion at Saint Mary’s College of his class of ‘69 
in mid-July.   
       Remaining at the College during the summer has some advantages for the researcher—writer, former 
mathematician turned historian for Saint Mary’s College,  Brother Raphael Patton, FSC, Ph.D., hopes to make use 
of the relatively quiet summer months to formulate and wrap up both articles and historical research for the unique 
historical archives of Saint Mary’s College.   Since mathematics is so precise and convincing, some of the Brothers 
hope articles and exciting history will be forthcoming without too much delay.  
       Brother Glenn Bolton is co-chair of a major conference in Oregon this summer for the Pacific Coast Association of 
the National Pre-Law Admissions Association.  The Pacific Group will be visiting and conducting workshops in all 
three law schools in Oregon.   In Mid-June he will be visiting in England and Spain.  Besides running with the bulls 
in Spain he will be widening his cultural aspirations in England on ancestral sites and objects.   He will spend time 
on a religious retreat in Southern California upon his return later in the summer, followed by visiting law schools in 
New York City in late July. 
       Rev. Thomas McElligott, Ph.D.,  this year celebrates  his Golden Year since ordination in San Francisco.       
Father Tom serves as Community chaplain, homilist, sommelier, and liaison to the food service for the Community.  
From May 31st to June 13th he will be at Saint Mary’s College in South Bend. IN., for the annual College Theology 
Society gathering.  He will also join the Catholic Theology Society of America 
for its conference in Philadelphia, PA., July, 7-8-9.   However, the big event of the year will be on the 27th of July 
in Killarney, Ireland, when 85 relatives of the McElligott family will gather to honor the land and memorable       
ancestors of their beginnings!     
       After a quiet retreat  in Santa Fe, NM. Brother Thomas Jones, Director, Ph. D., will be studying intently for the 
reaffirmation of his license in psychology.  His current plans call for attending a wedding in Mexico, but such plans 
are dependent on the timing and the study for his renewal.  He serves on the College Board of Trustees and thank-
fully served his last scheduled meeting on the District Council this Fall.  He is looking forward to a family reunion 
in Salinas, CA., this August. 
       Though he expects to remain on campus for the summer months, Brother Christopher Brady will enjoy  a few 
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days in Las Vegas with his sister and family.  He will then travel to Boston and other New England states and then 
drop down to New York City to enjoy the best he is able on the Broadway playlist.  He will be engaged in an Athletic 
Department two day workshop at Saint Joseph’s Camp on the Russian River as well as assisting in frosh orientation 
in June and August.  On the side he plans to read. 
       Brother Kenneth Cardwell, Ph.D., will be house-sitting in Walnut Creek, CA.,  for a short time while preparing 
for teaching classes at Deep Springs College in the Fall semester, 2019.  In a stretch of free time he plans to engage 
in the delightful task of back-packing in the High Sierras with former student and hiker, Bart Kemp. 
       Brother Mel Anderson celebrated his 90th year in September at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco. Since he 
suffers from Stenosis, (a nerve disorder and supposedly, an old person’s disease) he reluctantly discontinued living 
in one of the student residence halls, a practice he has enjoyed for many years since the mid-1970’s.  Nineteen stairs, 
were the determining factor for finding ground level living.  He is presently working on a section of College history, 
reflecting on 50 years since the Four-One-Four Calendar was introduced and still remains, along with  a reduction of 
academic requirements within the College.      
       The returnee from England, after 35 tears, Brother Patrick Moore, FSC, Ph.D., has been visiting individuals and 
groups at Saint Mary’s College and likewise events in the Moraga environment, such as lectures sponsored by  the 
Moraga Historical Society .  In due time Brother Patrick will be well known by Moraga residents, and the Saint 
Mary’s faculty.  He continues physical therapy at a nearby clinic in San Ramon, CA, and has plans to be involved 
with an ecumenical project with the Anglican Diocese of California during the next academic year.   During the last 
week of May he visited noted museums and libraries in Southern California, including the well-known and highly 
respected Huntington Library in San Marino (it houses several original Shakespeare folios and famous paintings, 
notably,  Blue Boy and Pinkie, by Thomas Gainsborough, d. 1788.) 
       The Community is pleased to welcome Brother David Caretti, FSC, MA, Ed.D. to the SMC Community for the 
2019-2020 scholastic year.   He has served the Saint Mary’s College High School and Community well for the past 
several years.  
       Both Brothers’ Communities of the College (SMC and ALEMANY)  will be enjoying a grand outdoor barbecue 
in the Brothers back yard on Wednesday, June 5th, at 6:00 PM, inaugurating the “mini” Buttimer Institute .  
 
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC, Correspondent 
 

 
Saint Mary’s, Hail! 
       The 164 members of the Class of 2019 were joined 
by members of the Class of 1969 in singing the Alma 
Mater – “The Bells of Saint Mary’s” – at the conclusion 
of the annual Baccalaureate Mass in the school audi-
torium on Saturday, June 1.  As the seniors enjoyed a 
reception with their families, the “Golden Grads” re-
union dinner took place nearby.  Commencement   
Exercises were held June 6 on the UC Berkeley campus. 
The seniors of the Class of 2019 have been accepted 
to 198 colleges and universities, including all nine 
campuses in the University of California system. 
Meanwhile, dozens of Saint Mary’s alumni around 
the country sent word of their college graduations to 
share with the school community. 
       Each senior is required to complete a Senior   

Project during the year, and all were on display for senior parents and the school community in mid-May.  Among 
the more visible senior works are a beautiful ten-foot mural of the Golden Gate now gracing a campus walkway, and 
colorful tile work featuring the Lasallian Star, school logo, and a Cross that will brighten up sites around campus.  
Two restored classic cars were also among the projects, and took center stage on the campus plaza:  a 1956 Hudson 
Hornet and a 1968 Mustang.   With some help from a pilot-classmate involved in the California Civil Air Patrol,  
another senior’s project was a set of aerial photos of the campus for use in school publicity and advertising.  
       Farewells:  As the school year ended, Saint Mary’s said goodbye to two long-time faculty members.  After a 
cumulative 14 years of service at Saint Mary's, as a Math teacher and more recently as Director for Campus Ministry, 
Brother David Caretti, FSC, has been assigned to Saint Mary’s College of California, where he will be joining the 

The SMCHS Class of 2019. 
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Office of Mission and Ministry and will serve as the 
Associate Director for Liturgy and Faith Formation, 
sharing his talents with the College community.  Dr. 
James "Doc" Mullane  is retiring after twenty years 
on the Saint Mary's English faculty and a teaching 
career devoted to Lasallian Catholic education in both 
the legacy San Francisco and New Orleans Districts. 
       Meanwhile, in mid-April, Saint Mary’s welcomed 
back Brother V. Kenneth, FSC to the Brothers’ com-
munity and to volunteer work in the school, where he 
will be the Assistant to the President for Mission.  
Brother serves on the school’s Board of Trustees, and 
has been very busy with many spring event emcee 
duties, including graduation, as well as providing a 
helping hand to the Advancement and Admissions 
Offices.  He will work with the summer school program 
on campus during June and July.  Brother served at 
the high school twice previously. 
       Spring Madness:  Campus was abuzz all spring with an abundance of activities and events.  Lenten service   
projects included student participation in collecting funds for Catholic Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl, and 
the Social Action Lasallian Team (SALT) and National Honor Society students provided weekly peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches for Berkeley homeless, distributed through the Berkeley Catholic Worker.  The annual Blood Drive 
collected 48 units of blood to be further divided into 144 units for those in need.  Tennis team members helped out 
with yardwork at the Carmelite Sisters' Monastery just outside Berkeley, and, through another Senior Project, the 
school collected nearly 600 pounds of gently used books to donate to the Prisoners Literature Project in Berkeley. 
Among the Founder's Week Lasallian Core Principles-themed activities was a Class Bucket Challenge to collect  
donations for the Christian Brothers' educational center in Mozambique heavily damaged by a cyclone in March.  
And on a very rainy Sunday, May 19, about 25 members of the school community walked over three miles through 
Berkeley to bring awareness to hunger in the Bay Area at the annual CROP Hunger Walk, raising $1,300 for the event. 
       The month of May began with seniors celebrating their college choices on Decision Day, quickly followed by 

Student Leadership Team election campaigns.  On 
May 7, the campus was festooned with red, white, and 
blue and dozens of campaign posters.  Actual polling 
stations helped to ensure exceptional voter turn-out.  
The following weeks brought an impressive AP Art 
show, Class of 2023 Freshman Orientation, the ever-
popular Culture & Traditions Fair, Spring Music, 
Dance, and Theatre performances, Junior-Senior Prom, 
and Founder's Day Mass, Game Day, and distribution 
of the school yearbook.  
       The Spring Musical, “Mamma Mia!” got rave   
reviews for its five-night run on campus.  Audience 
members were clapping their hands and tapping their 
feet to the ABBA beat all night long. A special shout-out 
went to retiring English faculty member James Mullane 
and Head Campus Groundskeeper, Avi Atzmon, who did 
great work on stage and on the drums in the band!   
       Members of Saint Mary's Varsity Vocals Acapella 
Group performed the South African gospel hymn, 
"Nidkhokhele Bawo" at the March 16 Mass at Saint 
Mary's Cathedral in San Francisco honoring the Chris-
tian Brothers' 150th year in The City.  With Saint 
Mary’s College, the high school is the Brothers’ oldest 
school in the legacy San Francisco District (1863). 
       This spring, Saint Mary's again hosted nearly 100 
representatives from colleges and universities nation-
wide at the annual CASE Studies workshop on April 2.  
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Tile designs of Lasallian Catholic symbols were one of this year’s Senior 
Projects and will be permanently displayed on campus. 

The SMCHS Choir lent its considerable talents to the Mass celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the Brothers arrival in San Francisco. 



Junior students and parents from Saint Mary's and four other area 
private schools participated in mock college application sessions to 
gain a hands-on understanding of the process.  
       A (Long) Night at the A’s Game:  After a 90-minute game delay 
for a light tower malfunction, the many faculty and staff members 
who’d traveled to the Oakland Coliseum for Teacher Appreciation 
Night on May 7 got to see Saint Mary’s 2008 alumnus, A’s shortstop 
Marcus Semien in action against the Cincinnati Reds.  It was a 
school night, so most left early, missing the end of the thrilling no-
hitter by the A’s Mike Fiers. 
       In mid-May, in heavy rain, the girls’ track and field team brought 
home their fifth North Coast Section Meet of Champions title in six 
years.  With scorers in eleven different event areas, the Lady Panthers 
completely dominated the rest of the North Coast Section while more 
than doubling the point total of the runner-up school.  
       Founder's Day 2019:  After the annual Founder's Day Liturgy on 
May 17, the Saint Mary's community recognized a number of individuals 
for their service. Special honors were presented to the Lasallian Student 
of the Year and the Lasallian Educators of the Year.  Students nominated 
over 300 of their peers, reflecting on the five "Lasallian Core Principles," 
and named 11 finalists. Congratulations to Bellul Yohannes '21 for 
the student honor. From among the faculty and staff, two Lasallian 
Educators were selected for 2019: Ms. Amy Gonzales and Mr. James 
Quach.  Honors were also given to employees who have served at 
Saint Mary's in increments of five years.  Three received twenty-year 
plaques, and thirty- year honors went to Science teacher Mr. John Forte, Class of 1985, who is an alumni Dad and 
Outdoor Club Moderator.  Forte has spearheaded much of the school’s participation in the maintenance of the historic 
city creek on the campus border that runs from the Berkeley Hills into San Francisco Bay, and is used each year as 
an outdoor classroom for freshman Biology studies.  View video. 
 
Ms, Jeanne Gray Loughman, Correspondent   
 

 
       The liturgical seasons of the Church seem to be making an impression 
more than usual this year.  Celebrating the Resurrection and Ascension 
and Pentecost and Holy Trinity and the upcoming Corpus Cristi have 
reminded us of God’s Holy Presence and the love he has for us.  As we 
look back at the school year, that presence is evident in the life of our 
school.  From 7th graders to the graduating seniors, the Horsemen family 
lived out the Lasallian mission by giving of themselves in helping feed 
and clothe the homeless, donate blood, clean the river area, sponsor The 
Empty Bowl dinner, or extending a random act of kindness to others. 
This year we were able to impact more areas of the city as all our seniors 
were required to take the already popular Service Learning class. 
Through all these opportunities, we see eyes and hearts opened as our 
students act as a living examples of God’s presence in the world.  
       This time of year we have so much to be thankful for and we give 

thanks for the blessings of the Holy Spirit and Our Heavenly Father for touching the hearts of our students who an-
swered the call to be servant leaders in campus ministry or Choral Arts or the many organizations of service on our 
campus.  We give an extra praise of gratitude and congratulations to 2008 graduate and newly ordained Fr. Nathan 
Lopez.  We send up special prayers for him as he begins his ministerial life as a priest and give thanks for being 
open to and following God’s will.   
       And finally, we say a very special prayer of thanksgiving for our seniors.  Year after year, it is so special to   
celebrate the Baccalaureate Mass and Commencement at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi.  As we   
recall moments from this year, the St. Michael’s community expresses gratitude and praise as joy runs over in      
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Faculty members Clare McCormick and Br. David 
Caretti got a fun picture A's mascot., “Stomper.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_3UY48Y6vg


celebrating all our students as they move forward on their 
journeys of education, spirit and life.  “The class of 2019   
truly embodied the core principle of serving others. We are 
extremely grateful for the foundation of service they have set 
for St. Michael’s High School” – Sam Govea, Principal.  
Congratulations graduating seniors!  
       As we said goodbye to the seniors, we look with hope to 
the upcoming seniors as the light of faith and leadership is 
passed from the class of 2019 to the class of 2020. God is 
good and his presence in our lives forever in our hearts. God 
speed and blessings to the Class of 2019.  We are grateful for 
your example of living out the Lasallian mission.  Although 
the halls may be quiet, the school is as busy as ever as the 
custodial staff preps the building for the new school year and 
we open our doors and welcome the youth of Santa Fe as 
they come to participate in Camp Horsemen, our summer  
athletic and academic camps. In addition, Br. Brian Dyb-
owski’s Spirituality Institute is going strong as it continues to 
enlighten the spirits of the participants. There really is no  
better place to spend a summer!  
       And, final goodbyes to almost 40 year veteran math 
teacher, Dan Erpenbeck, and Director of Counseling, Doug 
Enloe.  Thank you for your years of dedication to “teaching 
minds and touching hearts” of all the students entrusted to 

your care over the years.  You are a living example and inspiration for all.  As you have blessed many with your 
teaching and passion for Lasallian Education, may God’s blessings be bestowed upon you as you venture forward.  
Live Jesus in our hearts forever! 
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC, Correspondent 
 

 
Community News 
       There's an old expression: "It ain't over until the fat lady sings." Here in Covington, LA, the fat lady has sung 
and school is out for the summer. But, before she sang, many good things took places in the waning days of the 
school year. 
       On May 17th, 180 Pre-Freshman walked across the stage in the Briggs Center to receive their diplomas. The 
following day, 151 Seniors received their diplomas and took the first steps into the future. Another wonderful event 
that capped off the school year was the “Bark Through The Arch.” Seniors were allowed to bring their dogs to walk 
through the arch. The dogs were well behaved and received their dogplomas at the end of the walk. As Mr. Charles 
Lengendre put it, "You've got to love a school with a sense of humor."  
       In addition, the St, Paul's Baseball Wolves brought home the state champ trophy, defeated the Raiders of Arch-
bishop Rummel High School in the championship game. The win resulted in a large number of young boys signing 
up to attend our baseball summer camp. In addition to baseball summer camp, there will be 12 other summer camps. 
The list is too long to include here, but if you are into Bio-Med we have it. If you are into Drama we have it.  
       Fifteen students and their moderators attended the Young Lasallian Assembly in June in Moraga, CA. 
       The following Brothers celebrated birthdays in May: Brother Peter Dudenheffer turned 73 on May 8th and 
Brother Ray Bulliard turned 70 on May 24th. Brother Ray is the youngest Brother in our community. I guess you 
might say in a community with an age range from 98 to 70 he is the caboose. Also, on May 1st, we celebrated the 
birthday of Ms. Classie, one of our CNA's. 
       During Easter Week we had our annual retreat, which was given my Brother Wayne Fitzpatrick, MM. His talks 
dealt with the theme of Touching the Holy. His presentations were well-received by the community. We hope to 
have him return next year. 
       The construction work in our residence is quickly coming to an end. Just a few little things remain to be com-
pleted and the noise will stop. Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
       Brother John Fairfax returned to our community after a long stay at Christwood, a nearby short-term care     
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Seniors looking forward to their college destinations...and beyond! 



center. He seems to have adjusted to his new room with the roll-in shower. Two CNA's assist him throughout the 
day with his needs. Also, Brother William Seibold is back after a short stay in the hospital to adjust his medicines. 
       Our new generator has been installed, Thank be to God! Covington must hold the world record for power     
outages. We can now face the summer and the hurricane season with courage. 
       The Brothers have submitted their plans for the summer months. Once again, all of us will take stay-cations. It 
makes travel very easy! 
       We wish all readers a safe and happy summer filled with abundant graces. 
 
Brother Louis Welker, FSC, Correspondent 
 
School News 
       This year, all of the students at Saint Paul's School expanded their 
knowledge of first aid and safety by participating in two programs offered 
in partnership with Lakeview Regional Medical Center, Pontchartrain 
Cancer Center and the Mandeville Fire Department. “Staying Alive” is 
the program which teaches hands-only CPR, involving only the chest 
compression part of CPR.  The program gets its name from the famous 
Bee Gees song, “Staying Alive” which has 100 beats per minute, the 
same rate the American Heart Association recommends for CPR chest 
compressions! "Stop the Bleed" is a national awareness campaign and 
call-to-action intended to cultivate grassroots efforts that encourage   
people to become trained, equipped, and empowered to help in a bleeding 
emergency before professional help arrives. Students learned to pack a 
wound and to apply a tourniquet to stop intensive bleeding.  Both pro-
grams stress the importance of calling 911 and getting professional assis-
tance to those in need, but also make clear that citizen first aid can often 
be the difference between life and death. 
       Saint Paul’s School honored the class of 2019, the 108th graduating 
class, with the traditional commencement ceremony on May 18 in the 
Briggs Assembly Center on Saint Paul’s Campus.  One hundred fifty-one 
students received diplomas from Brother Raymond Bulliard, FSC, Presi-
dent of Saint Paul’s School, at the graduation mass celebrated by Rever-
end Matthew Clark, OSB, Chaplain of Saint Paul’s, The Most Reverend 
Robert Muench, Bishop Emeritus of Baton Rouge, Reverend Glenn 
LeCompte, and Deacon Jeffrey Stein.    Mr. Trevor Watkins, Principal, 
served as Master of Ceremonies, while Assistant Principal, Mr. Joe Dickens, Senior Counselor, Mrs. Renee Miller, 
and Dean of Students Ken Sears assisted with awards and diploma presentations. Brother Ken Boesch, FSC served 
as the musician for the graduation ceremony. The Mothers’ Club of Saint Paul’s sponsored an outdoor reception on 
campus following the ceremony for the Class of 2019 and their guests. 

       The class of 2019 boasts a number of major aca-
demic and athletic accomplishments. They have been 
accepted to 120 colleges and universities and have 
earned over eighteen million dollars in scholarships. 
Fourteen students were recognized by the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  Forty-two seniors were 
named to All State Academic Sports Teams by the 
state of Louisiana.  Eighteen members of the 2019 
class of Saint Paul’s participated in the Louisiana 
State University Spring Testing Program and earned 
over 180 hours of college credit valued at over 
$132,000. Twelve seniors will attend colleges and 
universities on scholarships that will allow  them to 
continue their athletic careers in Baseball, Football, 
Lacrosse, Soccer, and Track. 
 
Ms. Karen Hebert, Correspondent 
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Under the watchful eye of an instructor, students 
learn the technique to administering CPR . 

The Saint Paul’s School Class of 2019. 



A Catechist’s Conversation: SFNO Local Formators Gathering 

Charles Legendre, AFSC, Director of Evangelization and Catechesis, contributed this story as part of his “A Catechist’s Conversation” series.   
 
       I have just returned home to Covington from a remarkable gathering of Lasallian educators help at Mont La Salle April 
28-30 – remarkable people and dialogue.  Dr. Greg Kopra called together “mission-drivers” from each of our ministries to 
advance our District’s commitment to prioritizing the establishment of a “culture of formation and accompaniment for each 
member of the faculty, staff, and leadership at each District ministry.”[1]  The range of experience in the room allowed for 
reminiscing on efforts attempted at “home grown” Lasallian efforts from decades ago by wily veterans, as well as for vi-
sioning done with fresh eyes by those new to the Lasallian world. 
       The trek back home from Mont La Salle to Covington – in a rental car, on a plane, on another plane, and then on a 24-
mile causeway bridge – gave me a chunk of time to reflect on the significance of what I just experienced.   Dr. Frances 
Sweeney, Vice President for Mission at Saint Mary’s College and a participant in the gathering, shared an interpretation of 
the dynamics of mission formation using a model from her field of linguistics.  She drew correlations between growing in 
the Lasallian mission and learning a new language.  Just as Dr. Sweeney looked at our conversation on mission formation 
through the lens of her primary training as a linguist and Spanish professor, I have been reflecting on mission formation, 
particularly on this gathering’s conversation on local Lasallian mission formation, through my lens as a religious educator. 
       In a description of Lasallian formation, Greg Kopra included the excerpts below from Formation for the Lasallian Mis-
sion: A Common Frame of Reference (MEL Bulletin 51): 
 
(T)he process of interiorizing the constitutive elements of Lasallian identity.  It involves the accompaniment of persons and 
it helps them fundamentally in their human and spiritual growth and maturation in order to respond to their vocation and to 
the needs of the [Lasallian educational] mission…[It] involves the development of the professional competence that each 
person needs in order to carry out the mission…sees to it that persons acquire an in-depth spirit that unites them and is 
manifested in one’s personal ability to work together…[and] ‘touches the heart’ of each person.  At different times in their 
formative journey, each person is challenged to integrate within themselves the various contents and processes of for-
mation.  The process of personal integration is ongoing and leads to transformation and change” (3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4). 
 
       Reflecting together on the aims of Lasallian formation, we noted that Lasallian formation hopes to touch us at the core 
of our identities where our religious and spiritual convictions reside.  Catholic anthropology includes the notion that the hu-
man person is a hermeneutical space, an individual with a capacity to interpret meaning in experience and to connect with 
the transcendent.  Interiorizing, personal integration – terms from MEL Bulletin 51 – direct us to engage our hermeneutical 
capacity at the deep levels of belief and identity. 
       In Lasallian Reflection 2:  One Call, Many Voices, the General Councilors reflected upon the need for our students to 
experience “trusted” space in the context of our school community if we are to accompany them in their faith journey.  
“Young people need a trusted space in the company of trusted adults to express what is happening interiorly. In these set-
tings and moments we can be the mentors, teachers, guides, or companions that help them develop their inner life.”   I 
would suggest that the same conditions must exist for Lasallian formation for the adults of our communities if we hope to 
attend to the end-in-view of the “interiorizing” of the Lasallian identity.  We need trusted spaces and trusted companions. 
       Larry Puck, President of Saint Mary’s College High School, related his journey as a Lasallian educational leader tasked 
with the creation of a formation plan.  He explained to us that what at first seemed like a “check-the-box” activity developed 
into a major pastoral response to engage his faculty and staff in dialogue concerning their own spirituality and connection 
with the Lasallian mission.  He described his message to his faculty for the need of a “trusted space” and his commitment to 
one-on-one conversations. 
       From all corners and levels of the Lasallian world, the call for attention to Lasallian formation has been constant and 
longstanding.  When I think back on the work of the Mission and Ministry Council of the former New Orleans-Santa District, I 
think that our finest achievements were our local formation programs.  Unfortunately, despite our good work as a Council, 
our implementation of local formation programs was spotty.  However, in our District today, I see that we are in a different 
place.  As a result of our commitments made to local formation at the District Mission Assembly, of our enshrining local 
formation in school and LEC policy, and of Greg Kopra’s systematic approach of listening to Lasallian colleagues to discern 
needs, I believe that we now have an alignment of elements that will give local formation initiatives support and traction. 
       The stakes for the success of Lasallian formation efforts is the mission itself.  Doing Lasallian education is a response 
to the prompting of the Spirit who moves in individuals and communities.  As Greg Kopra reminded the gathering at the 
start: living the Lasallian heritage is tough if we don’t embrace it; tough to embrace if we don’t know it; tough to know if 
we aren’t introduced to it; and tough to do in isolation.  This first gathering of local Lasallian formators provided a wonder-
ful opportunity to share successes and challenges and established a new platform from which to further collaborate.  We 
look forward to their ongoing collaboration and to a blossoming of local formation in our school communities. 
 
[1] Directional Statement on Formation and Accompaniment, SFNO District Mission Assembly (2016). 
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       Under the Institute’s tricentenary theme, “One Heart, One 
Commitment, One Life”, the District of San Francisco New 
Orleans’ Young Lasallian Assembly 2019 – YLA ’19 – took 
place June 23 – 28, 2019 at Saint Mary’s College of California 
in Moraga.  The event was jointly sponsored by the SFNO   
Offices of Young Lasallians and of Vocation Ministry.  
       Over 300 Lasallian students and moderators from all SFNO 
high schools and a delegation from the District of México Norte 
were welcomed for this one-of-a-kind gathering for SFNO, 
which combined the usual Young Lasallians summer program-
ming into a single event as part of the 300th anniversary year of 
the passing into eternal life of Saint John Baptist de La Salle. 
Participants gathered for a week designed to challenge and   
accompany them as they explored their own faith journeys and 
their role in living and leading the Lasallian mission in their schools.  

YLA ’19: A Week of Stories, Sharing, and Hope 
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YOUNG LASALLIANS & VOCATION MINISTRY 

Read the full YLA ‘19 story.          View the YLA ’19 photo album.          View the SFNO YouTube YL playlist. 

https://delasalle.org/2019/07/young-lasallian-assembly-2019-a-week-of-stories-sharing-and-hope/
https://www.abelpix.com/Events/Young-Lasallian-Assembly-2019/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZ_CGaPArCo&list=PLN5Twj9IjT8GAvhsjiafY9cQmNamjgGUj


 
       The Brother leadership of the District has one changed assignment and one 
new member for 2019-20. 
       Brother James Joost, FSC, Auxiliary Visitor, has relocated from the Provincialate 
Community and office at Mont La Salle to the Saint Paul’s School Community 
and the Provincialate office in Covington, Louisiana. 
       Brother Nick Gonzalez, FSC has relocated from Cathedral High School in 
El Paso, TX to the Provincialate Community and office at Mont La Salle to assume 
his new duties as Assistant Visitor. 
       In announcing Brother James’ reassignment and Brother Nick’s appointment, 
Brother Donald Johanson, Visitor, explained, “When our new District was 
formed in 2014, one Auxiliary Visitor was determined to be sufficient to attend 
to the assistance of the Visitor. Since then, the growth of formation activities 
and, more importantly, the need for more specialized accompaniment of Brothers, 
has called us to add another Brother to District leadership.” 
       With these changes, the duties previously handled solely by Brother James 
will now be divided between him and Brother Nick.  As Assistant Visitor, 
Brother Nick will not have the additional canonical responsibilities required of 
an Auxiliary Visitor, allowing for greater time and flexibility in his work calendar. 
       “We thank Brother Nick,” Brother Donald stated, “for his openness to the 
Spirit in taking on this new role in the District. He will be sorely missed by the 
Cathedral High School community in El Paso where he has been a cornerstone 
of Brother presence and generosity to both the school and community for the 
past nine years.” 
       Brother Donald went on to say, “As Auxiliary Visitor, Brother James will 
continue to provide his invaluable leadership and expertise to the District, with 
increased availability to the Brothers in its southeastern region.  I have been and 
am deeply grateful to be able to rely on his selfless spirit of service in the work 
of best meeting the needs of our very large and very active District family.” 

 

     The 2019-20 academic year 
will see a number of changes 
in leadership positions in several 
SFNO schools. 
     Cathedral High School in 
El Paso, TX has named its 
former A.P., Adolfo Sanchez, as 
president. Out- going president 
Br. Nick Gonzalez has been 
appointed assistant Visitor for 
the District (see story at left). 
     Chris Giangregorio will 
move from A.P. to principal 
at De La Salle Academy in 
Concord, CA.  He succeeds 
founding principal Marilyn 
Paquette Nuri, who is stepping 
down as she and her husband 
start a new family together. 
     De La Salle High School 
in New Orleans will see two 
familiar faces in new roles as 
former principal Paul Kelly 
moves into the role of president 
and former A.P. Perry Rogers 
assumes the principalship. 
     Raul Cardenas is the new 
president at Mullen High 
School in Denver, CO.  He 
succeeds interim president Jeff 
Howard, who will return full-
time to his duties as principal. 
     San Miguel High School 
in Tucson, AZ welcomes 
back founding faculty member 
Michael Richards as the school’s 
next principal. 
     In addition, two schools 
will begin the year with interim 
presidents.  Patrick Bonacci, 
AFSC will serve in the role at 
La Salle College Preparatory 
in Pasadena, CA, succeeding 
Richard Gray, who announced 
his retirement.  Matt Powell 
will continue in the role at 
Cristo Rey De La Salle East 
Bay High School in Oakland, CA. 

DISTRICT VISTAS 
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  Father Kenan Bernard Osborne, O.F.M., former Buttimer Institute instructor, passed away April 19, Santa Barbara, CA. 
 
  Marie Louise Gaubert, sister of the late Brother Robert Langlinais, FSC, passed away May 21, Lafayette, LA. 
 
  Ana Moreno-Hernandez, De La Salle North Catholic Class of 2018, passed away May 22, Portland, OR. 
 
  Brother Martin Ash, FSC, District of San Francisco New Orleans, passed away May 24, Mont La Salle, CA. 
 
  Adelaide St. Raymond, mother of Brother Pierre St. Raymond, FSC, passed away June 4, Birmingham, AL. 
 
  Mary Sullivan Cardwell, sister of Brother Kenneth Cardwell, FSC, passed away July 2, Olema, CA. 
 
  Mae G. Vasoli, mother of Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC, passed away July 6, Stockton, CA. 
 
  Johnny Lambert, Lasallian alumnus and longtime benefactor to the Brothers, passed away July 7, New Orleans, LA. 

Requiescat in Pace  
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PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

JULY 
 

The Integrity of Justice 
That those who administer justice may work with integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the world may 
not have the last word. 
 

AUGUST 
 

Families, Schools of Human Growth 
That families, through their life of prayer and love, become ever more clearly "schools of true human growth." 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

The Protection of the Oceans 
That politicians, scientists and economists work together to protect the world's seas and oceans. 
 

OCTOBER 
 

A Missionary "Spring" in the Church 
That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a new missionary "spring" in the Church. 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

Dialogue and Reconciliation in the Near East 
That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where diverse religious communi-
ties share their lives together. 
 

DECEMBER 
 

The Future of the Very Young 
That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, especially those who are 
suffering. 

Papal Intentions  



Kenenna Amuzie 

and Br. Chris Patiño 

jump aboard with 

the crew of Lasallian 

Collegians at YLA ‘19. 

Photo Abel Gutierrez 

PARTING SHOTS 

(L-R) Greg Kopra, Justin Martineau, and Br. George Van Grieken  
are ready to begin this year’s Buttimer Institute.  Photo Br. John Mai 
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Native New Orleanian Charlie Legendre (L) with this year’s Lasallian 
Social Justice Institute group in NOLA’s Lower Ninth Ward.  

Photo courtesy Christian Brothers Conference. 

An all-star team of SFNO LV alums having a mini-reunion at YLA ‘19.   
Photo SFNO Communications 

Around the circle at the April school formators gathering at Mont La Salle. 
Photo SFNO Communications 

Br. Mark Murphy visits with an YLA ’19 student as she helps restore 
grave markers at the Brothers’ Cemetery at Mont La Salle.  

Photo Br. James Joost 


