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       In our District, this has been a year of anniversaries.  We have marked 100 years since 
the Brothers began their continuous presence in Louisiana, 150 years since their arrival in 
San Francisco, and 300 years since Saint John Baptist de La Salle passed into eternal life.  It 
has been a time filled with opportunities to celebrate our storied and significant Lasallian past. 
       But beyond that, this year also brings to us the chance for a deeper activity.  The surge 
of oral and written history that has accompanied the anniversaries is paving for us an inviting 
path into our Institute’s collective memory, a place to critically engage with our Lasallian 
story and gain greater insight into both our Founder and his legacy. What makes taking this 
path so very important at this time is that connecting our past with today’s Lasallian landscape 
might be the most urgent task facing the entire Lasallian family today.  The reason for this has 
to do with the need that we not simply remember, but also know how to remember. 
       If there is a center around which the entire Lasallian experience revolves, it would be 
what we call the Founder’s charism: De La Salle’s distinctive spirit and aims bequeathed as 
his sustaining gift to all future Lasallians.  It can be characterized as a combination of his spiritual 
imagination — his ability to see, understand, and act upon all things through the eyes of 
faith, and his apostolic idea — the concreate response to his faith-filled view that would 
become the Brothers and their Christian Schools.   
       Further, this charism can be seen as having taken on at least two different functions 
over time.  One has been as our founding charism, referring to the qualities and experience 
of De La Salle in his own times.  Another has been as our generative charism, referring 
to the lived association with that history by Lasallians in order to relate it creatively and 
authentically to their own times.  What differentiates the two functions is which contextual 
question each is meant to answer.  For the founding charism, it is, “Who was De La Salle 
then?”  For the generative charism, it is, “Who are Lasallians now?”  These are the questions 
that this year is calling us to explore, particularly in their relationship to each other.   
       How might such an exploration benefit us?  In regard to the first question, it could 
help us to "desentimentalize" De La Salle, to avoid remembering the Founder as only a 
revered icon without appreciating his spiritual imagination as the “work in progress” that all 
spiritual journeys are.  By not taking into consideration the natural unfinishedness of De La 
Salle’s thinking and treating it as a fait accompli, we risk making static a ministerial vision 
rooted in acceptance of salvation history and the unpredictable movement of the Holy Spirit. 
       Addressing the second question — who are we now — can help us to see that Lasallian 
identity might best be described not as the individual state of being Lasallian, but more fully 
as the collective process of becoming Lasallian.  Over time, we have realized that our mission 
requires to be in a dialogue with people in need that can continuously transform both them 
and us.  To maintain Lasallian education in its integrity and relevance, we must regularly 
come together and “work out” what the signs of the times are saying to us about who we 
need to be.  This can serve to move us away from a "reproduction mindset” of just repeating 
what De La Salle did and to a "refoundation mindset” of pursuing what De La Salle was 
trying to do and accepting, as he did, being led in God’s ways and not clinging to our own. 
       The author William Faulkner wrote, “The past is never dead; it is not even past.” 
Around the world, we find ourselves being challenged to live our Lasallian tradition both 
as a legacy and as a beginning.  This year, fully embraced, could serve to renew us in our 
awareness this is what Lasallians do.  We reach back and we remember, but always so that 
we can transform what is here and now.  Perhaps that is why each day, before doing all 
that we do, we begin in prayer by remembering not where we were, but where we are. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

 

Everyone laughed when I sat down at the piano.  I really wish it had come with a bench. 
 
I got lost once on a family vacation.  I asked the cop if he thought we could find my 
parents.  He said, “I don’t know.  There are so many places where they could hide.” 
 
Mom was quite the diplomat.  She was an expert at letting Dad have her way. 
 
I used to breed rabbits. Then I realized that they can handle it themselves. 
 
People learn something every day, and a lot of times it’s that what they learned the 
day before was wrong.  
 
In the future, a factory will have two employees: a human and a dog. The human will 
be there to feed the dog. The dog will be there to keep the human from touching anything. 
 
Whenever I’m trying to sleep on a plane and someone starts talking to me, I just 
look at them in complete shock and whisper, “You mean you can see me?” 
 
Former math teachers make the worst traffic cops.  Whenever you ask them, “What 
did I do wrong?”, they just say, “If I give you the answer, you’ll never learn.” 
 
When I look out my window and see people jogging by, it inspires me to get up off 
the couch and close the blinds. 
 
My theory is that when you lose a sock in the dryer, it comes back as a Tupperware 
lid that doesn’t fit anything.  
 
The camera doesn’t lie.  Fortunately for me, it doesn’t laugh, either. 
 
Never pick a fight with the parents of a two year-old.  They have nothing to lose. 
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Contribute to the Lasallian International Foundation’s relief efforts for Mozambique.  
 
Register for the 2019 Buttimer Institute of Lasallian Studies. 
 
Register for the 2019 Lasallian Social Justice Institute. 
 
Register for the 2019 Brother John Johnston Institute of Contemporary Lasallian Practice. 
 
Get information on Spring Into Action 2019. 
 
Get resources on the life of Brother James Miller, FSC, and information on the 
May 29 pilgrimage in his memory. 
 
Get resources for the Institute tricentenary and Year of Lasallian Vocations. 
 
Download the Tricentenary booklet, One Year in Mission Together. 
 
Give input to the 2020 International Assembly of the Lasallian Educational Mission. 

Spring Into Action 
March 15 — April 15 
 
Directors’ Association Mtg. 
April 5-7 | Mont La Salle 
 
Memorial of Saint John   
Baptist de La Salle 
April 7 
 
RCCB Mtg. 
April 8-13 | Baltimore, MD 
 
Feast of Blessed Nicolas Roland 
April 27 
 
Local Formation Reps. Mtg. 
April 28-30 | Mont La Salle 
 
Birth of Saint John Baptist 
de La Salle 
April 30 
 
Office of Education Mtg. 
May 7 | Mont La Salle 
 
LEC/DLT Mtgs. 
May 8 | Mont La Salle 
 
Board Governance Training 
May 13-15 | Mont La Salle 
 
Solemnity of Saint John 
Baptist de La Salle 
May 15 
 
REAC Mtg. 
May 20-22 | Chicago, IL 
 
LEC/DLT Mtg. 
June 11-12 | Mont La Salle 
 
District Formation Advisory 
Committee Mtg. 
June 13 | Mont La Salle 
 
Vandhu Paaru Begins 
June 16 
 
DCAA-ABC Mtgs. 
June 17-21 | Mont La Salle 
 
Young Lasallian Assembly 
June 23-28 | Saint Mary’s College 
 

https://www.lasallian.info/2019/03/help-requested-for-mozambique-after-devastating-cyclone/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/2019-buttimer-institute-of-lasallian-studies/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/lsji/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/lsji/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/johnston/
https://www.lasallian.info/2019/02/spring-into-action-2019/
http://lasallianresources.org/product/br-james-miller-fsc/
https://www.lasallian.info/2019/03/registration-now-open-brother-james-miller-pilgrimage/
https://lasallianresources.org/product/tricentenary-and-the-year-of-lasallian-vocations/
http://www.lasallian.info/2018/09/institute-releases-one-year-in-mission-together/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=96f3a1d2-bb3b-43c6-b81c-60a37a53e10c
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2019/02/send-your-contributions-to-aimel-2020/


 
New Raiders Sign Deliveries 
       The day after the acceptance letters were received by excited grammar 
school students, the Admissions Office had current students converge on the 
metropolitan area and deliver “Home of a Rummel Raider” to its new Raiders 
for the 2019-20 academic year.  At the students’ homes, current students 
posed for pictures with the new accepts and helped them put their yard signs 
into the ground. 
 
Mardi Gras Parades 
       Participating in Mardi Gras festivities, the Raider Band and Chapellettes 
marched in the Krewe of Centurions parade in Metairie.  During the two-
week long season, the band marched in six parades before heading to Walt 
Disney World to march in Disney’s Mardi Gras parade.  The entire school 
and all schools in New Orleans had a week break from classes for Mardi Gras. 
 
Student Activist 
       Each month, St. Charles Avenue magazine highlights a high school     

activist and writes a feature article on his accomplishments.  For March the magazine highlighted senior Michael 
Baquet for his work in the  community. In the article, Baquet said, “I believe that 
it’s important for me and other teenagers like myself to be  involved in the commu-
nity, so that our future community can be a community that we helped create and 
make great.” 
 
Physical Science Car Acceleration  
       Students in Physical Science classes recently conducted labs to  analyze the 
acceleration of a car. After describing how to change the acceleration of a car,    
students had to make a claim about how to change the acceleration of the car as it 
relates to the forces and the mass.  During class, students designed experiments to 
test their claims and gathered evidence by recording their observations, measure-
ments and calculations.  
 
Law Mock Trial Tournament 
       Two Rummel Mock Trial teams competed in the Regional Mock Trial Tourna-
ment at the 24th Judicial Courthouse. The Archbishop Rummel teams received 

commendations for outstanding   
performances against the top 3 teams in the state. The Bronze team 
went head to head with the defending state champs and the Gold 
team performed well against very stiff competition 
 
Key Club Serves Lunch at St. Joseph's 
       Members of the Key Club were joined by Mr. Marc Milano,      
principal, and Ms. Denise Otillio, moderator, at the Harry Thompson 
Center for a morning of service to the homeless and needy of the 
city.  Following a brief tour of the facility, Rummel's group prepared 
and served bags of lunch to over 157 guests who are ministered to 
through a variety of programs each day at the center. 
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COMMUNITIES & MINISTRIES 

Raiders bring good news to a hopeful applicant. 

Senior Michael Baquet. 

Key Club members preparing lunches for the needy. 

https://www.rummelraiders.com/new-student-sign-deliveries.html
https://www.rummelraiders.com/physical-science-lab-feb-2019.html
https://www.rummelraiders.com/law-mock-trial-february-2019.html
https://www.rummelraiders.com/law-mock-trial-february-2019.html


Career, Life Skills Day 
       Each Spring, juniors and seniors gather in the gym to begin the annual Career and Life Skills Day pro-
gram.  Following introductions, the seniors were divided into three groups and heard presentations on Life Skills, 
Banking, and Time Management.  At the same time, juniors had the opportunity to choose multiple career presenta-
tions to attend.  Students spread throughout campus in small group sessions to hear the wide-range of experience 
from the many Raider alumni.   
 
Mr. Joseph Serio, Correspondent 
 

Centro de Formación Integral La Salle | Tijuana, Mexico 
 
December, 2018 
       The community went to see the award-nominated Mexican film, Roma, the story of a family who lives in the 
Colonia Roma in Mexico City in the 1970’s.  The focus of the film is on the condition of domestic workers. The 
film was shown at Cine Tonalá, an artistic-cultural establishment in the Revolución-downtown area.  We highly  
recommend the film.  
       During the Christmas break I participated in the North Mexico District Retreat in San Juan de los lagos.  The 
town is a popular pilgrimage destination to pay homage to Nuestra Señor de San Juan de los lagos at the Cathedral-
Básilica.  As I took a daily walk, I watched groups of pilgrim-cyclists arriving in the city.  

 
Tijuana Abelardo L. Rodríguez International Airport 
       Tijuana is the only city in Mexico that has direct flights 
to Shanghai, China on Aeromexico.  Eva Airlines plans to 
begin service to Hong Kong in the Spring of 2019.  Our air-
port has over 150 operations a day to the majority of major 
cities in the Mexican Republic.  The following airlines serve 
Tijuana: Aeromexico, Volaris, Interjet, Calafia Airlines and 
Viva Aerobus.  There is direct access to the airport from the 
United States through Cross Boarder     Express (CBX).  A 
bridge crosses the international border from Otay-Mesa, San 
Diego County, directly into the airport.  The cost is $15 one 
way.  This is a first in the world of  airports.  Our Airport is a 
24 hour airport with flights departing at all hours.  About 45% 
of the passengers come from the United States.   
 

January, 2019 
       We have the good fortune to have a volunteer for this next two semesters.  Emilio arrived on the 4th from    
Ciudad Obregón.   
       For the first two weeks of the winter semester, one of District of North-México’s Postulantes participated in our 
community and apostolic life.  Third-Year Postulant Sergio was a great help during our registration week and in-
spired classes with Lasallian reflections.  
       Brother Enrique Vargas, the first Director of our educational work in Tijuana, died peacefully in the retirement 
community (Cumbres) in Monterrey.   
       We concluded our Registration week enrolling close to 1600 students for the Winter Term.  We have noted an 
increase in the number of Haitian and Columbian students.  A number of youth oriented classes are attracting young 
people to our educational center: Hip Hop, Youth in Action, Youth leadership and the Bible for Young People.  De-
spite early-moring rain and cold weather, more than 100 new students braved the elements to attend our Saturday 
morning orientation.  We held our first faculty meeting of the semester with alternative sessions in the morning and 
afternoon to accommodate their schedules.   
       Brother Jorge traveled to Matamorros to celebrate with his family his parents’ 50th Wedding Anniversary.  We 
celebrated the birthday of Brother Francisco with a midday birthday cake at our educational center and a BBQ in the 
evening after classes. Francisco, then traveled to Cueravaca for the midyear workshop for school and community 
directors from both Districts in Mexico.   
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The main entrance to the Tijuana International Airport. 



       As the month ends, new caravans of Central American 
immigrants are heading for Tijuana to seek entrance into 
the USA. 
     We received a message from Brother Rafael Cuellar,  
a Mexican Brother who works in La Havana, Cuba, that 
an unexpected tornedo recently swept through parts of the 
city.  Some damage to the Brothers’ residence and their  
educational center was sustained.   
 
February, 2019 
       We began the new month attending the Feast of the 
Presentation Tijuana Diocese gathering of Religious.  
Archbishop Francisco Moreno presided the Eucharist.  
Hundreds of religious Sisters, Brothers and Priests serve 
a multitude of ministries: pastoral, health, education, so-
cial services. Our own Brother Jorge represented our 
community during the Offertory Procession with the “#300LaSalle” anniversary sign commemorative of the death 
of Saint John Baptist de La Salle.   
       We had a Super Bowl Party in the community.  Our Lasallian Volunteer, Emilio, fired-up the grill and we feasted 
on hamburgers with bacon, mushrooms, onions, California chiles, and guacamole.    
       February 4th was a national holiday celebrating the Constitution of 1917.  The Marist Brothers of the Schools 
invited our community and the Brothers of the Holy Family for an afternoon social and meal in their residence.  The 
Marists staff two schools: Instituto México (primary-middle and high school) and Marista Miramar (middle school) 
in one of the poor areas of Tijuana. The Brothers of the Holy Family also have a kindergarten through high school 
on the northeast side of Tijuana.  
       On the 7th we celebrated a memorial Mass for Brother Enrique Vargas, the first Director of our educational 
work here in Tijuana.  The first members of the community were Brothers Enrique Vargas and Juan Gomez from 
the North Mexican District and Brogthers Armand García and Antonio Gonzaga from the then-District of San   
Francisco.  Just a reminder that this is a collaborative work of both Lasallian Districts.  Brothers can consider our 
center as a ministry option.   
     The Big February Storm: Fierce and gusty winds with torrential rain marked Valentine’s Day 2019.  The        
Secretary of Public Education cancelled classes for two days. We too, cancelled classes. With an afternoon off we 
went to see the movie Greenwood Guide.  It is an excellent movie for our troubled times.   
       After years of drought, this year’s rains have recharged water tables and filled peninsula dams. The following 
week: more rain, snow in the mountains, hail and freeeeezing cold. Parts of the city were flooded and a lot of new 
and old pot holes opened up. Driving is an extreme sport dodging the pot holes and accumulated water in the streets.  
 
March, 2019 
       Baja California has joined the movement to eliminate plastic bags.  The new norm took affect on the 6th of the 
month.  We prepared by purchasing ecological bags.   

       Brothers Francisco and Jorge, along with Emilio 
(Lasallian Volunteer), spent a weekend in Ciudad 
Obregón attending the Regional Gathering. The focus of 
the meeting was a discussion of the results of a recient 
CARA study regarding the perception of the Brothers in 
the various schools of the district. I remained in Tijuana 
teaching and attending routine issue.  
       As I put the finishing touches on this edition, the 
weather is warming up gradually with less cold nights and 
sunny days. 
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC, Correspondent 
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Winter sunset on the Playas de Tijuana. 

The express border crossing bridge to the airport. 



Christian Brothers School | New Orleans, LA 
 
       Br. Laurence Konersmann, FSC, has been named by the Christian Brothers School 
Alumni Association as its 2019 Alumnus of the Year (Honorary) and Mrs. Carol Couvillion, 
operations executive for the Christian Brothers Foundation, has been named as recipient of 
the St. Benilde Award for her years of service to the school and the brothers.  The two will 
be honored at the 6th Annual CBS Alumni Association Family Crawfish Boil on April 6. 
       Brother Laurence, a member of the De La Salle Brothers since 1963, has spent all of 
his 52-year career at Christian Brothers School on the City Park campus teaching science 
and math.  He moderated the school science fair from 1968 to 2016, and has been advisor 
to the Academic Games at CBS since 1987 and the Lego Robotics Club since 2013.  A  

native of Denver, CO, he is a graduate of Mullen High School.  He 
professed his first vows in 1963 and final vows in 1970. 
       Couvillion first became involved with Christian Brothers 
School when her son Josh entered in 1993. She co-founded the 
Christian Brothers Foundation's Magic in the Park annual gala and auction in 1995 and has 
remained active in school fundraising events ever since.  In 1998, she was hired as opera-
tions executive for the Foundation.  She also serves on the City Park campus Leadership 
Team and is secretary for the CBS Corporation Board of Trustees. 
       The Christian Brothers Foundation staged its 24th "Magic in the Park" gala in November, 
transforming the Cultural Center into a glitzy entertainment venue featuring an auction,   
music, dancing and food from some of the city's finest restaurants.  
       The CBS Learning Landscape is taking shape in front of the Cultural Center along 
Friederichs Avenue on the City Park campus. A state-of-the-art educational landscape     

centered on the concepts of permaculture, sustainable gardening, rainwater management, composting, economics, 
health & nutrition, and social justice, the project is generously sponsored by the Wallace Landry Family Foundation.   
The landscape will include 40 different species of fruit and nut-bearing trees and shrubs as well as a number of herb 
and vegetable garden beds and rainwater catch barrels for irrigation.  In addition, there will be workstations for stu-
dents to participate in learning and working opportunities around the various spaces in the landscape.  Students will 
be exposed to the concepts through the science curriculum, co-curricular opportunities in health/nutrition class, and 
extracurricular experiences after school and on weekends.  
       The Lady Falcon Dance Team took awards home from 
two meets in January. The team took 4th place in Pom Routine 
for their division and 6th for Jazz Routine at the Universal 
Dance Association Regional Competition in Hammond January 
13. A week later at the American All-Star State Dance Team 
Competition in Lafayette, the team took 2nd place in Pom 
Routine and 3rd in Jazz Routine in their division. The team 
also placed 3rd overall for Pom Routine, and the 7th grade 
team took first in their division.  
       The Falcon 6th Grade basketball team won the New Or-
leans Athletic League (NOAL) championship, defeating Holy 
Cross 36-18 in the finals. The team was undefeated this season.  
 

Mr. Rick Reso, Correspondent 
 

De La Salle High School | New Orleans, LA 
 
       People know that St. John Baptist de La Salle chose St. Joseph as the patron for his Brothers of the Christian 
Schools.  In New Orleans, at De La Salle High School, that tradition blends on March 19 with an old Sicilian tradi-
tion of the St. Joseph Altar. 
       Sometime, probably in the 1500 or 1600 hundreds, Sicily suffered a devasting drought.  Crops withered and 
died, cattle starved, and people died.  Turning to St. Joseph, the people prayed for a break in the drought, promising 
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Carol Couvillion 

Br. Laurence Konersmann 

The new Learning Landscape begins to take shape. 



the saint that they would construct altars in his honor and 
feed the poor.  Tradition says the drought broke on his feast 
day, March 19, and, in time, crops began anew, cattle and 
people were saved. 
       In the late 1880s, with a large Sicilian immigration into 
New Orleans, the tradition of the Altars came to New Orle-
ans.  These altars began as simple family gatherings, but have 
morphed into large altars in many churches. 
       In May 2005, a new Registrar, Marilyn Piglia of Sicilian 
heritage, was hired at De La Salle.  On learning that St. Jo-
seph was the patron of the Brothers, she asked, “Where do we 
set up our altar?”  From that simple question, the Altar has 
become part of the De La Salle New Orleans tradition for the 
following 13 years. 
       Today, each March 19, the staff and volunteers set up an 
altar in the school lobby.  The eighth grade students perform 
the traditional playlet, the “Tupa, Tupa,” or “Knock, knock” 

as Joseph, Mary, and Jesus (now portrayed as a pre-teen) seek shelter and food.  At the third stop, the innkeeper in-
vites them into a feast. 
       At the end of the day, all food and monetary donations collected are sent to St. Clare’s Monastery on Henry 
Clay Avenue, where the nuns feed those in need daily. 
 
Kathleen Calder, AFSC, Correspondent 
 

De La Salle North Catholic High School | Portland, OR 
 
First Agape Day a Success 
       Students initiated and led Agape, a social awareness conference 
for the entire school, teaching fellow students about many of today's 
social issues during the day-long event. Student leaders created 
and led workshops that focused on race, gender, sexuality, immi-
gration, and activism. 
       "Agape Love. The love of God towards humanity and human-
kind’s love towards God. Agape not only spreads love, but com-
forts us in our time of need or despair. Agape brings light to our 
darkness, and Agape unites us all. In the eyes of a De La Salle 
student, Agape was a success. Its workshops teaching about im-
migration, music, gender identity, and many more topics brought 
the students of our school together, with the purpose to love. 
       At the end of the workshops, students came together in their 
advisory groups and recapped the day. In those groups were 
bright young students excited about learning about the social    
issues of the world and how they applied to every one of us. The change was evident in the faces of the students and 
their excited talk about the workshops they went to. Then and there it was clear to everyone that the school had 
changed for the better. Students talked about how they were going to use their new information, whether it was 
about changing the world or changing the environment. The truth was that Agape Day had spread Godly love and 
acceptance among the students, religious or not.”  (Contributed by Raven Pearce, '21.) 
 
School Signs Agreement to Co-Locate with St. Charles Parish 
       De La Salle North Catholic High School (DLSNC) announced it has signed a historic agreement with St. 
Charles Parish to co-locate at the parish situated on the southeast corner of NE 42nd Avenue and Killingsworth 
Street. The two parties are currently negotiating the details of the agreement. The church property includes a former 
parish grade school that was opened in 1950 and closed in 1986. The new campus will accommodate more than 350 
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Student planned and participated in their first Agape Day. 

The cast of the “Tupa, Tupa” playlet ready to perform. 



students, ensuring the school’s strong and transformative education will continue to change a growing number of 
students’ lives long into the future.  
       Since it opened in 2001, De La Salle North Catholic has rented its two locations and is looking forward to hav-
ing a permanent home. The lease on its current building, which formerly served as Kenton Elementary School and is 
owned by Portland Public Schools, expires in June 2021.  The school will be the first new Catholic high school  
campus in Portland in more than 50 years.   
        “After exploring more than 40 sites over the past three years, we are thrilled to have found a new and permanent 
home for De La Salle North Catholic High School,” said Patti O’Mara, chair of the board of trustees of DLSNC. 
“The first time I visited St. Charles Parish, I 
could envision our students filling the class-
rooms of this building. We are very grateful to 
establish this long-term partnership with St. 
Charles and to become a vital member of the 
Cully neighborhood.” 
       DLSNC President Oscar Leong said, “The 
new site ensures that we are well-equipped to 
meet the needs of DLSNC students and staff, 
now and into the future. It will serve as a hub of 
opportunity for the youth of Portland as well as 
a place of ministry for St. Charles parishioners. 
Together, we will build community and inspire 
past, current and future students of De La Salle 
North Catholic.” 
 

Knights Basketball Wins Back-to-Back 3A State Championships 
       On March 2, De La Salle North Catholic beat Amity 58-45 to repeat as the 2019 OSAA 3A boys’ state champi-
ons.  It was a hard-fought final, with the Knights clinging to a one-point lead early in the fourth quarter before put-
ting together a 13-1 run to seal the victory.  Senior Kadeem Nelson and junior George Sadi were unanimous first 
team all-tournament selections. 
 
Tiffany Peacock-Broyles, Correspondent 
 

Justin-Siena High School | Napa, CA 
 
Justin-Siena Theatre Celebrated 50 Years with Encore 
       Justin-Siena Theatre pulled out all the stops for their 50th 
Anniversary in mounting their spring musical production, En-
core, which just closed after a successful and acclaimed two-
weekend run at the near-by Napa Valley Performing Arts 
Center at Lincoln Theater.  
       Encore was a live scrapbook of 50 years of theatrical pro-
ductions — a retrospective celebration of musical theatre hits 
from across five decades. It was a true celebration of the last 
50 years of Justin-Siena Theatre, featuring current students 
and alumni guest artists through the decades performing the 
best numbers from beloved Broadway and Braves’ favorites. 
       To open the show, Justin-Siena Theatre Director James 
Thomas Bailey said, “It is with enormous pride that we not 
only present our current students (who have worked tirelessly), 

but so many of our talented alumni who have returned for an Encore — to recreate their roles from when they were 
at Justin-Siena! Their eagerness to participate shows the impact Justin-Siena Theatre made in their lives.  While 
many of our students have indeed gone on to professional careers on Broadway, television, and more, the  impact of 
theatre education resonates just as deeply for those whose lives follow different paths. As students endeavor to learn 
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The boys’ basketball team celebrates their state championship repeat. 

Justin-Siena students perform a song from the musical Pippin. 



to act, to be involved in the many aspects of theatre and to learn to entertain audiences with the art and craft of theatre, 
they gain understanding of themselves and others.  Theatre education emphasizes appreciating diversity, making in-
formed decisions, and expressing individual vision. It teaches real-world skills in collaboration, cooperation, innovation, 
and discipline.  And, it creates lifetime memories and friendships.” 
       Justin-Siena’s first musical production was My Fair Lady in 1969. This 50th anniversary show featured favorites 
from that inaugural classic as well as many others, including Pippin, Oklahoma, Annie Get Your Gun, South Pacific, 
West Side Story, The Pirates of Penzance, Godspell, Singing in the Rain, Les Miserables, Grease, Fiddler on the Roof, 
A Chorus Line, The Wizard of Oz, The Wiz, Little Shop of Horrors, Phantom of the Opera, Evita and Footloose. The 
show concluded with a nod to the future with performances from Wicked, Hamilton, and Dear Evan Hansen. 
       In addition to a student cast and crew nearing 80, more than a dozen alumni representing every past decade took 
part in the show, along with a cast and crew of more than 70 current students.  The production also paid tribute the 
eight directors (in one case a directing team) who have led the program over the course of its 50 years.  
       A local newspaper review gushed, "If I told you there was a show where you could see 19th century Russian 
Jews singing about how nice it would be rich; mid-century disaffected teens singing about muscle cars and not so 
successful beauty school careers; a French waif lamenting her doomed love; and a British major general in full im-
perial regalia singing so quickly with a Victorian trill you could hardly understand what he was saying—would you 
go?...The show is a comprehensive tour of the American musical theater tradition. It’s composed of snippets — just 
a song or two, and more than a few dances — from the best that Broadway has produced in the past 60 years." 
       There were six performances plus a special partner school matinee where more than 800 young audience members 
packed the theatre for a taste of what Justin-Siena has to offer. In addition to the performances at the Lincoln Theatre, an 
Anniversary Gala Dinner was held on campus in Siena Hall, home to many a Braves production over the years. At 
the dinner, where tables were named for previous productions and alumni of the program mixed and mingled in a 
reunion-like setting, a Mr. Tom Durante, from the Class of 1993, received special recognition for his tireless dedication, 
presence, and support of the performing arts at Justin-Siena High School.  As a Lasallian Catholic school committed 
to quality education and service, we find Tom’s servant leadership exemplary to the students entrusted to our care. 
Through his artistic and technical contributions at Justin-Siena, has touched the hearts and opened the minds of 
countless students, inspiring many to pursue careers in the technical aspects of theatre. 
       Congratulations to the Justin-Siena Theatre Program on achieving this milestone and for opening the minds and 
touching the hearts of not only the generations of Braves who have graced your stages, but to all those who have been in 
the audience to witness your magic. Kudos to the entire cast and crew of Encore! And here’s to the next fifty years! 
 
Hope Served Daily 
       A fundamental component of Justin-Siena’s Lasallian mission is “to serve and lead in an ever-changing world.” 
Just as Saint John Baptist de La Salle served the needy in his efforts to feed and teach the overlooked children of 
17th century France, so our students live out their annual commitment to 
serve at St. Anthony’s Dining Room in the  Tenderloin District of San Francisco.  
       Our relationship with St. Anthony’s began roughly fifteen years ago when 
Patrick Cook, then the school’s Social Justice Coordinator, arranged student 
visits to San Francisco in 2005. In 2006, the Religion Department took over 
the arrangements when it became part of the sophomore Christian Scripture 
curriculum. This year, sophomores are making five trips to St. Anthony’s,  
averaging 23-28 students per trip for a total of approximately 125 students.  
       Dr. Andy Hodges, Director of Social Justice and a Religious Studies In-
structor, points out that, “Getting up early and catching a bus at 6:45 am is a 
frustrating preparation for an exercise in cognitive dissonance. The im-
portance of which is when two worlds collide and their realities clash making 
our students feel uncomfortable at some point during the day.” Andy went on to 
explain that it is meant to be a “Gospel-centered experience, that’s what 
makes it unique, not just a service experience, but service in the context of 
the Gospel. So, if you’re seeking to find Christ in the person you’re serving, 
you’re looking for something that a person just doing service might not be.” 
The program demonstrates “...there is something you can do with students in 
just one day that is upsetting enough, or surprising enough, to really shape  
how they think about poverty.” 
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Student serving a meal and hope at St. Anthony’s. 



       More than six decades ago, Franciscan Friar Fr. Alfred Boeddeker had a vision of uniting vulnerable popula-
tions in San Francisco’s Tenderloin neighborhood.  His vision became a reality on October 4, 1950, as he opened 
the doors of St. Anthony’s Dining Room. That first day, Fr. Alfred expected to serve 150 meals to low-income and 
homeless guests. He ended up serving 400. Today alone, the Dining Room will serve between two and three thou-
sand hot and nutritious meals.  
       Our students commit to welcome every guest with dignity and respect. The Dining Room is more than a meal 
service; it is a community. Whether in a residential hotel room or on the street, 83% of the guests live alone, and the 
Dining Room is a place to share stories, warmth, joy and smiles, a place where someone would notice if they did not 
show up. As well as meals, St. Anthony’s provides a food bank, a medical clinic, a technology lab, a free clothing pro-
gram, addiction recovery, social work, and justice education.  
       In addition to rolling up their sleeves in the kitchen, serving lunches or bussing tables, students are called upon 
to sort donated clothing and decide which are dignified enough to be worn by someone in need. St. Anthony’s free 
clothing program is San Francisco’s largest.  More than $3,000,000 in clothing donations are received from  individuals 
and corporate partners per year, and nearly 1,200 volunteer hours are donated each month. Approximately 36,000 pieces 
of new and like-new clothing are distributed to nearly 10,000 guests yearly, including more than 2,500 children.  
       In the Adult Day center, some of our Braves played cards, board games or dominoes with the elderly. vSome 
were called upon to do a modified Macarena with senior citizens in need of exercise and companionship. One of our 
sophomores, Julia Glassman ’21, said that she, “played dominoes for about two and a half hours with a group of el-
derly women who spoke absolutely no English.” When asked how they communicated she added, “I hadn’t played 
dominoes in a very long time and I didn’t quite remember how to play. vIn the beginning, there was a lot of tapping 
on the table and that sort of thing...This one lady kept looking at me, laughing, tapping her dominoes and turning 
them over again. At some point, you’re supposed to run out of dominoes, but during the entire time we never ran out 
so nobody won and nobody lost.” Julia also remembered her experience at the church as one of the most impacting 
of all. “I saw how all the people, who came in to rest in a place where their belongings would be safe and undisturbed, 
slept soundly knowing that they didn’t have a worry about being assaulted or losing their possessions. They clearly 
took comfort from knowing they were in a place watched over by God.”  
       Rose Figueroa ’21 candidly admitted that, “When we first got there I was nervous and didn’t really think I was 
going to have an experience that I would remember, but then I saw a little girl with her mother. The mother was be-
ing crazy rude and mean to the little girl and I simply said, ‘Hi!’” Rose fought back her tears as she recalled that the 
girl then jumped into her arms and started hugging her.  Rose recounted that the little girl was, “so beautiful and so 
full of love, and as I was hugging her I realized that I was supposed to be there holding her at that moment. I felt like 
she trusted me the way a little girl should trust her mom. It touched my heart unlike anything I’ve ever known.”  
       Julia Valine ’21 recounted her experience, saying, “In the beginning, I was like Rose.  I was really anxious about 
going because of the stereotypes of the Tenderloin.  I am one of those people who is a little on edge in situations like 
that.  As soon as  I walked into one of the senior day centers I remember being really tense.  I saw an older woman 
across the room and for some reason, it was as if there was a whisper in my ear saying ‘That’s why you’re supposed 
to be here. She’s the one.”  Julia had written down a series of questions to ask and the first was, “So who is your best 
friend?”  The woman, whose name was CeCe, immediately responded, “God is my best friend.” In their conversation, 
Julia discovered that CeCe had recently found a home and she now looks out the window every morning and “...gives 
thanks for another day.”  Julia did observe tears in CeCe’s eyes when she left. “I could tell that she was lonely and 
really didn’t want me to leave.”  
       Both Rose and Julia agreed that the hardest part about coming back home after such a transformative day was 
the realization that “...the people we met are still there, living daily against the odds of poverty and loneliness, while 
we are here, safe and warm in the security and comfort of our homes surrounded by the love of our families. It was 
harder to leave them behind than it was to overcome the fear of going.”  
       Final projects are assigned for all the participants of the St. Anthony mission. Rose was inspired to write a poem, 
and draw a picture of the “little girl’s loving eye.” Julia wrote an essay and creatively choreographed a dance dedicated 
to her day spent with the needy. These young Braves have served in a way that was initially an exercise in cognitive 
dissonance, but ultimately resulted in a joyous labor of love.  Helping to feed the hungry, comfort the lonely, and 
provide a little hope to the hopeless, allowed our sophomores the blessed opportunity to live out the Gospel experience 
through service. In one short day our young Lasallians attained a new relationship with poverty in what promises to 
be a lifetime commitment to “...serving and leading in an ever-changing world.”  (Contributed by Louis Pierotti, ’72) 
 
Ms. Eileen Mize, Correspondent 
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Mullen High School | Denver, CO 
 
       It was a dazzling performance.  Unlikely?  Perhaps. 
Convincing?  Without question.  And fitting?  You can’t 
imagine. 
       So Mullen’s 63-44 whipping of Pueblo South on 
March 9 for the Class 4A Colorado championship left 
scores of Mustangs and their followers dancing their way 
out of what had been a very loud Denver Coliseum. 
       An elated group let all of its emotion loose as the fi-
nal buzzer sounded and followed it with a proud march 
through an appreciative crowd – sporting some 400 new 
T-shirts with the slogan ” We Are Mullen” -- in the 
stands that had been hungry for a crown and seemed 
pleased that it had further strengthened its hold on third in 
state annals in team titles (behind Cherry Creek and 
Cheyenne Mountain). 
       The Mustangs, who finished 20-8, won their first 

girls basketball title since 2006. They ended the season on an eight-game roll and made the Colts (24-4) runners-up 
for a third straight season.  It was the first team championship for the Mustangs over what had been a long 25 sports 
seasons. The previous Mullen group to take it all? Boys soccer in 2011, also winning in 4A. 
       Somehow Mullen was seeded just 14th in the 4A bracket despite suffering in-state setbacks only to Cherry 
Creek and two-time defending 5A champion Grandview (the two were to decide this season’s title) as well as regu-
lar power Regis Jesuit, another final-four team. So Mullen had to beat, in order, 4A’s No. 19, 6, 3, 2 and 4 seeds, 
and travelled some 750 miles for back-to-back rounds the previous week. And, no, no one could remember a No. 14 
seed taking it all. 
       Defense? Mullen had lots of it. No playoff team scored more than 45 points against the Mustangs. “You know, 
it was about the defense,” said Cawley, who won his 170th career game. 
       According to Cawley, Mullen had a home-grown aspect to it, with 13 of the 14 girls on the roster coming to 
Mullen from Archdiocesan Catholic Schools – St. Mary’s of Littleton (seven), St. Bernadette (two) and Blessed  
Sacrament, St. Pius X, St. Thomas More and St. Vincent de Paul (one each). 
       And so much for alleged shooting woes at the venerable Coliseum – a popular whine this time of year since the 
tournament was forced out of the Pepsi Center -- that had the likes of Led Zeppelin, Elvis Presley and Nirvana grace 
its hall in addition to Denver’s ABA team, the Rockets. It didn’t bother them and it didn’t bother the Mustangs. In 
Thursday’s semifinals, Mullen made 8-of-13 shots to run past Holy Family. On Saturday, the Mustangs were 10-of-
21 on 3-pointers. 
       Considering everything from Mullen’s disappointing seed to the team playing mostly underclassmen to Cawley’s 
display of considerable skill in managing and maintaining a talented roster, not a Mustang in sight could complain. 
       The Mustangs appear to be set up for seasons to come, Mullen ended a championship drought to rejoin the 
state’s elite and some much-needed down time for a team that could use it is here. 
 
Mr. Neil H. Devlin, Correspondent 
 

Provincialate Community | Mont La Salle, Napa, CA 
 
       Prayerful greetings from the Provincialate Community in Napa, CA  - where we are still expecting more rain 
but nothing like what other parts of the country are experiencing!  Ours comes in reasonable intervals and not too 
forceful for too long!  So we, and especially the famers, are quite grateful.  
       The community composition has been in a delightful flux since December. We had Br Patrick Moore as an 
“adjunct member” for several weeks as he stabilized his medical treatments in Napa and made transfers to Moraga. 
He was delightful company and seemed to enjoy himself.  
       Our newest community member, Brother Robert/Bob O’Kane, has completed his move from Covington, 
brought his belongings and settled in nicely to Mont La Salle! Bob is still getting use to the Napa surroundings and 
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The Mullen girls basketball team shows off its state champ hardware. 



already making numerous contributions to helping out – especially assisting Br John O’Neill with the trips to 
COSTCO. And we are preparing for the partial disappearance of Br George Van Grieken as he prepares to split his 
time and duties between Napa and Rome!  He will be greatly missed but will be making a major contribution to the 
international dimension of the Institute.  
       A major event for several of the community members was the January 10-11 meeting here at Mont La Salle of 
the Brothers and Lasallian Partners who serve on the school Boards, often at the initial nomination of the District 
Leadership Team. For those who attended, the meetings seemed quite productive and enriching. It provided the time 
and process to clarify those aspects of this service that makes it a bit different from those members who are nominated 
by the Boards themselves. One of the major contributions made by the Brothers and Lasallian Partners is often the 
breadth/depth of their “Lasallian experience/formation” they bring to the Boards and the perspective that comes with 
the fact that they are often not from the local/location of the school itself.  The written summaries of the reflections 
and directions discussed are to be published.  
       The recent District Celebration at Saint Mary’s Cathedral – San Francisco was also a significant event. It was 
well planned and executed, under the leadership of Br. James Joost with a large groups of those who assisted him. 
The celebration was thoroughly enjoyed by the majority who attended – according to spontaneous comments to 
date! A clear highlight was the well- researched and beautifully presented homily by the Sacred Heart alumnus who 
is the Ordinary of Spokane, WAS  - Bishop Tom Daly!  He had clearly done his homework and presented with his 
usual humor and genuine admiration for the impact of his Lasallian education. Archbishop Cordelione, who was 
main celebrant at the Mass, also seemed to have a relaxed and enjoyable time as could be judge by his casualness 
and comfort at the lunch after Mass and reception. Jim Joost did a great job of organizing the tributes to the Brother 
Jubilarians and all present were high in their praise of the whole event. 
       Blessings and graces for these remaining days of Lent and for the celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection and the 
promise of our own! 
 
Brother Mark Murphy, FSC, Correspondent 
 

Saint Mary’s College of California Community | Moraga, CA 
 
       Brother Rom Gallagher spent a brief time at Summit Hospital for a heart operation.  He is feeling much better 
and spends time preparing for teaching courses in English Composition and English literature.  He hopes to enjoy 
some of the glamor of the NCAA playoffs especially since Saint Mary’s will be participating.  Saint Mary’s won the 
West Coast Championship by defeating Gonzaga University in the West Coast Conference, Las Vegas Tournament 
on March 11.  Gonzaga is rated number one nationally. 
       Brother Kenneth Cardwell will be delivering the Hagerty Lecture on April 1, 2019 under the auspices of the    
Philosophy Department, the Great Books Program and the Phi Cappa Phi Honor Society entitled “No Taxation With-
out Representation. The Coin of Tribute.”   He also has had an article accepted by The Catholic Biblical Quarterly.  
He has been teaching the freshman Collegiate Seminar as well as writing “Thank You” letters” to donors for the 
Brother Robert Integral Endowment program for students interested in enrolling in the College Integral Program.  He 
will also be delivering a paper in Santa Fe, NM, on the Parables in Chapter IV of St Mark’s Gospel in April.                                                                                                           
       Community Director, Brother Thomas Jones will be travelling to District Day events in Covington and then to a 
family wedding in Michigan.  He still serves on the College Board of Directors and lives with 40 sophomores as a 
Residence Hall Director,  In his free-time he is studying for the 36 credits he is required to take to renew his profes-
sional psychology degree, a standard requirement for a professional psychologist. 
       Brother Patrick Moore has returned to the College from England after 33 years as a university Don along with 
other activities such as Clergy on Duty during Holy Week at Westminster Abby (across from Parliament), and as 
Vice Principal at St. Augustine’s College from which students created a short TV Documentary honoring him.  He 
taught graduate students for 15 years at Salisbury--Winchester University and served as EXTERNAL EXAMINER 
for the Federated Universities of Wales and Ireland.  He enjoys the Saint Mary’s College community and spends 
several weeks at a time at Mont La Salle and Queen of the Angels Hospital in Napa undergoing therapy for his back,  
        Brother Glenn Bolton guided a group of students and others to Georgetown University for a Pro-Life Conference 
and at the same time saw Saint Mary’s Alumni in law and medical studies.  He then flew to Chicago for a medical 
school conference.   He is earnestly planning for his Jubilee Celebration for September 4th, 2020.   He is working on 
a June Pre-Law Admissions Conference in Portland, Salem, and Eugene, Oregon.  He hopes to be in the Eternal City 
in May for part of the 300th Commemoration Celebration. 
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       Brother Mark McVann completed his editing of an issue of the Listening Journal of Religion and Culture, 
Spring Edition.  All contributors are from the faculty of Saint Mary’s College.  The focus of the issue is “Reading 
the Bible, Is it Worth The Bother?”  Brother Mark is teaching upper and lower division courses on the Bible at the 
College.  This summer (2019) he will be teaching courses on the Bible in Lima, Peru at the Jesuit University and 
teaching at English Teacher’s Collegio La Salle in Bucaramanga, Columbia.  
       Brother Raphael Patton still brings individual mail to the Brothers every day (except weekends).  He is  
Generally busy writing his weighty perceptions on theology, mathematics, College-related history and more. He 
completed the biographical research on businessman and donor to the new Saint Mary’s College (1928), Bartley P. 
Oliver.  (College dining hall is named after Mr. Oliver.) 
       Brother Christopher Brady was present for the West Coast Conference Championship basketball game in Las 
Vegas, NV.: Saint Mary’s College, 60, Gonzaga University, 47.  (Gonzaga: #1 in nation.)  During his stay in Las 
Vegas Brother Chris visited parents of students from the area.  In months of January and February Brother Chris 
conducted  two orientation seminars for members of Athletic Department and Recreation Center employees.  Brother 
Chris is the official religious liaison between the College and those engaged in both men’s and women’s athletics.  
He has helped support women’s rowing team which found themselves all alone when men’s crew stopped operations in 
2017.  He officiated at the blessing of the new women’s “shell” or rowing vessel.  He is a member of the Facilities 
Planning Committee and of BIRT ( Listed as the as Incident Response Team).  He spends considerable time con-
versing with team coaches, and is a resident hall Director. 
       Brother Christopher Donnelly has been occupied in Santa Fe, New Mexico, planning for a retirement center for 
the Brothers in the South Western section of the San Francisco—New Orleans Province.  He made 2 trips in Febru-
ary to confer with architects, the retired Brothers, the School Board and City officials.  In the meantime he has been 
engaged at Saint Mary’s College with plans for a new “batting cage building.” Baseball will also receive new 
bleachers, dugouts and a press box.  The old Madigan gymnasium will be receiving a new weight room (old swimming 
pool area.)   He will also be engaged in conceptual designs for phase 2 improvements to the McKeon Gymnasium 
during the summer.  He is also engaged in the improvement of the art gallery storage area, which houses a number 
of irreplaceable and valuable historical art pieces given to the College Art Museum.  During the summer months he 
will be assisting the new owners of what was the Brothers’ Camp in the High Sierras.  As Fire Chief he will be 
working with Brother Jack Henderson managing the Hunting Lake Volunteer Fire Department. 
       Rev. Thomas McElligott, Ph.D., is now the community kitchen coordinator (deals with the food services 
Managers) and is the community sommelier, who selects, purchases and places on the table the delightful vintages 
from California’s vast wine producers.  Tom also says and sings the Community Mass almost every day (except  
Saturday) and the Sunday Mass for the community, interested students and local Moraga attenders.  Last year Mass 
offerings on Sunday totaled $4,077 which aids upper division students in financial need, an amount that approxi-
mately repeats itself every year.  Last month Tom officiated at an alumnae wedding in Florida which meant he left 
after Mass in Moraga, conducted the wedding and returned for Mass on the next day.  He also lives in a residence 
hall as a Director and Counsels students in need.  He plans to be back in the classroom next semester.     
       Brother Mel Anderson celebrated his 90n Birthday at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco with several hundred 
intimate friends on his birthday, September 28.  It was a gala affair with hors d’oeuvres, photos, a short film, dinner 
and auction.  Brother Mel spoke briefly on the importance of “wonder” in Collegiate education.  The event was co-
planned by alumnus Brian Stevens (CEO, Conference Direct) and Brother Mark Murphy of the provincial’s office.  
The event contributed significant funds to the College Scholarship Endowment, the Retired Brothers and funds for 
District high school students in need.  Brother Mel spends considerable time gathering notes and writing short     
historical reflections and is called upon to provide Invocations for the Saint Mary’s College Guild and various other 
events both for the College and Moraga community  associations 
       Brother Martin Yribarren, College Organist and professor of Great Books seminars in the Integral Program (a 
program of Great Books Seminars). He has been particularly engaged with preparing liturgies for various events 
such as the funeral and Memorial events for Brother Dominic Ruegg, FSC, Ph.D. who passed away at 100 years, his 
regular Sunday Mass on campus, the 300th Anniversary event at the Cathedral in San Francisco, the College Ash 
Wednesday Mass and the installation of an ICON honoring deceased Professor Joseph Lanigan in the Brothers’ 
Chapel.  He also is a regular tutor in Integral Seminar (now engaged in an analysis of Kant’s, Critique of Pure Reason.) 
       Brother Richard Lemberg was highly gratified with the institution of a chapter of the national honor society Phi 
Cappa Phi. Approximately 100 students are pleased to have been enrolled in the newly formed academic honor soci-
ety.  Phi Cappa Phi is the oldest all disciplinary honor society in the U.S.  He is  pleased to serve as DVD librarian 
for the Diablo Valley Fly Fishermen’s Society, and for the College library has transferred spoken word records into 
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digital format.  On certain weekends he oversees the Brother’s camp on the Russian River to the delight of many, 
and almost daily supplies hors d’ouevres to the community prior to the evening meal.  For the library he busily 
counsels students doing academic research.  Brother Richard is recognized for his exceptional recall ability.     
 
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC | Correspondent 
 

Saint Mary’s College High School | Berkeley, CA 
 
Thank you, Brothers! 
       The entire Saint Mary’s College High School community extends its gratitude and prayers to the Brothers of the 
San Francisco Legacy District on the March celebration of their California Sesquicentennial.  With Saint Mary’s 
College of California, the high school is the oldest of the Brothers’ schools on the West Coast (1863) and we remain 
grateful for Archbishop Alemany’s wisdom and persistence that brought those first Brothers to San Francisco and 
Saint Mary’s.  Alma Mater:  “The Bells of Saint Mary’s, they always shall guide us, in all of our sorrows, our victories, 
and hopes.  For we will be faithful to all you have taught us, to live for truth, to trust in God, Saint Mary’s, Hail!” 

 
Enrichment Week Adventures 
       The Spring Academic Term opened at Saint Mary’s on March 
12, following the school’s annual Enrichment Week program which 
had faculty and students scattered to places near and far.  In spite of 
one of the rainiest “E-Weeks” on record, safe travels were enjoyed 
by all and a productive and enjoyable week of learning.  Some students 
built a chicken house at the La Salle Bamboo School in Thailand, 
after honing their construction skills on a hillside at Saint Mary’s 
during the weeks before the trip.  Others studied the oceans and took 
a chance at surfing down the California coast in Santa Cruz.  Still 
others served as youth camp counselors in the Redwoods while 
schoolmates traveled overnight by train across the snowy Northwest 
from Spokane to Browning, Montana where they volunteered at the 
De La Salle Blackfeet School.   
       San Francisco and the Bay Area offered terrific opportunities to 
E-Week groups in search of tech, theater, cuisine, fashion, art, music, 
architecture, sports, history, college visits, and even haunted houses.  
Disneyland opened its amazing costuming and staging department to 

a group interested in theater careers.  And while one group learned to catch delicious Dungeness crab from the stormy 
Pacific waters just south of San Francisco, another thrilled at the sight of a spacecraft lifting off at the Kennedy 
Space Center in sunny Florida.  The White House, Cuba, Rome, Malta, Ghana, and Eastern Europe were also on the 
schedule, along with Film Study, Hip Hop, Driver Education, Mountain Biking, and “The Amazing Race” around 
parts of the Bay Area on foot and public transit.  Read the 2019 E-Week course descriptions catalog. (Course titles 
begin on page 6. ) 
 
Saint Mary’s Artists and Athletes Shine 
       This year's Winter Music Concert on February 21 saw terrific performances from Beginning Band, Intermediate 
Band, the Varsity Vocals accapella group, String Ensemble, Advanced Symphonic Band, Advanced Jazz Ensemble, 
and numerous piano solos and a guitar ensemble.  Shining Star by the Advanced Jazz Ensemble was just one part of 
a great night. Enjoy the music concert here. 
       The Performing Arts Department is rehearsing for the fun and popular musical, Mamma Mia!, on stage April 5, 
6, 11, 12, and 13 in the school auditorium, Ms. Hannah Davey, Director.  Break a leg! 
       Saint Mary’s congratulates alumnus Ryan Coogler '03, Director, and the Black Panther team for their three-Oscar  
win at February's Academy Awards.  Coogler’s films also include Fruitvale Station, Creed, and Creed 2.  Best    
Supporting Actor went to Class of 1996 Saint Mary's College of California liberal arts grad and Gael basketball 
player Mahershala Ali for his performance in the Best Picture winner, Green Book.  Catch Saint Mary's High Class 
of 1992 alum Russell Hornsby in his new Fox TV show, "Proven Innocent" on Friday nights.  Hornsby also appeared in 
Coogler's film Creed 2.    
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Students picked up culinary skills at “Kitchen on Fire.” 

https://www.saintmaryschs.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-EW-Catalog-2019.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QPl4Pl2p-c


       The Panthers’ boys’ basketball team claimed # 1 seed in the Division Four NorCal Basketball Tournament that 
took place in mid-February. On February 26, they beat the Enterprise High Hornets of Redding, CA, winning 63-51 
in a nail biter, but two days later, fell to the Mission High Bears of San Francisco 75-72, in a real heartbreaker at 
home.  Congratulations to the Panthers for a great season.  Keep track of all Panther sports on the Athletics link on 
the Saint Mary’s web site.   
 
In Service 
       Fourteen volunteers from Saint Mary's helped sort medical 
donations for Third World countries on February 9 at VIDA in 
Emeryville, CA. VIDA's top priority is to send quality medical 
supplies to people in the greatest need in Latin America.  Saint 
Mary's SALT (Social Action Lasallian Team) will join with the 
campus’ National Honor Society students during Lent to make 
fifty PB&J sandwiches each Wednesday beginning March 13. 
They will be distributed to the poor and homeless in Berkeley 
through the Berkeley Catholic Worker.  The annual Saint Mary's 
Blood Drive will bring many donors to campus for the March 26 
life-saving event in the school gym.  On March 29, students will 
give the gift of their long ponytails at the annual Hair Donation 
event.  The school’s winter drive netted donations of 300 warm 
coats and 169 pairs of socks, and goodies provided by the Saint 
Mary’s Bakers’ Club, pictured, helped raise funds at the dessert table at the school’s February Crab Feed, enjoyed 
by more than 600 guests. 
       School administrators and faculty attended the second Bay Area Lasallian Symposium at Saint Mary's College 
of California on February 4, where some 470 Lasallians from nine District of San Francisco New Orleans schools 
gathered for a day of Lasallian formation, professional development, and fellowship.  
       Saint Mary’s recently celebrated eight seniors who received National Merit Scholarship Commendations, and 
two senior student-athletes on their respective signing days to Siena College in New York for volleyball and for 
football at Yale.  More such great days are surely to follow this spring.   
       Finally, back to Enrichment Week.  In early February, Saint Mary’s students could be seen behind the Brothers’ 
Residence working with post hole diggers for no obvious reason.  It turned out that they were honing their construction 

skills for their Thailand Immersion Enrichment Week 
course visit to the La Salle Bamboo School and      
Parmenie Learning Center in Thailand.  This ministry 
provides education for Burmese refugee children on 
the border of Myanmar and Thailand.  There, the stu-
dents and accompanying faculty members constructed 
a chicken coop, taught conversational English, did 
gardening, helped with minor repairs to the children's 
homes, and served wherever they found a need. The 
travelers also toured Bangkok's Grand    Palace & 
Wat Pra Kkeaw, Reclining Buddha, Temple of Dawn, 
and the famous Bangkok floating market.  The group 
even got to see the first eggs laid by the chickens in the 
new coop! 
 
Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman, Correspondent 
 

Saint Michael’s High School | Santa Fe, NM 
 
       As we have entered into the reflective season of lent, we spend time reflecting on the happenings of school. It 
seems like Christmas was just yesterday especially as winter weather has hung around a little longer this year, but that 
doesn’t slow us down!  From Kairos to Catholic Schools Week to the everyday happenings in the school, we are  
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Bakers’ Club members pitched in to help Lasallian charities. 

Students and faculty in front of their newly-built chicken coup. 



sharing the Lasallian mission. Here are some of the highlights 
and happenings at St. Michael’s: 
 
• Congratulations to our students who were selected and 

performed at All-State Choir.  
• Thank you to our 8th grade class for their participation in 

the Archdiocesan Catholic Schools Week Mass. 
• Our Campus Ministry students promoted the week with 

positive notes on all the lockers.  
• Great connections continue to be made as our seniors join 

the Brothers for lunches.  
• New Mexico has a new governor and it’s a St. Michael’s 

graduate of 1977. The Choral Arts were invited to sing at 
the Governor’s Prayer Breakfast. 

• A big thank you to our Parents’ Club for sharing Valen-
tine wishes on all the students’ lockers.  

• This time of year also welcomes students shadowing for a day as they make final decisions on schools. It is al-
ways a great day to mail out the Blue Tubes welcoming our new students.  

• While many of our athletes worked hard and represented the school well at state competitions, we offer a special 
CONGRATULATIONS to Tayo Reginald as he took the State Championship in wrestling.  

• National Honor Society students came through again by 
exceeding the expectations for their second blood drive.  
• March was a time for Performing Arts as Choral Arts, 
Band and Orchestra all had outstanding marks at MPA com-
petitions. We also had an extra special treat as Lamont choir 
and the United States Navy Band shared their musical talents 
with our community.  
 
       As we continue through Lent, may we continue looking 
inward as we prepare ourselves on our own personal and  
spiritual journeys.  
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC, Correspondent 
 

Saint Paul’s School | Covington, LA 
 
Community News 
       Many things have taken place in our community since Christmas.  Brother John Fairfax fell and broke his right 
leg. He is currently residing at Christwood Retirement Center until he is able to return home.  Brother Jeffrey Calligan 
passed away on February 15th, one week after celebrating his 79th birthday.  His Mass of Christian Burial took 
place on March 22nd at Saint Paul’s.  Burial will take place at a later date in De La Salle Cemetery in Lafayette, LA. 
He will be missed by many people whose hearts he has touched. 
       In our community house, a number of renovations are taking place to make some rooms more handicapped 
friendly.  All the noise in the house gives new meaning to the expression: "I can't hear myself think." One Brother 
commented: "I don't know how I'm going to be able to work once all the noise stops."  On the upside, another  
Brother commented: "You cannot have renovations with out some inconvenience." So all of us will have to practice 
patience until the renovations are completed. 
       During the month of February, we celebrated Brother Bill Ray's 76th birthday and Brother Duane Gregory's 
95th birthday.  Both were treated to a special-request meal and dessert.  The parties were not complete until we sang 
Happy Birthday to our Birthday Brothers.  On March 9th, we celebrated the 81st birthday of our Brother Director, 
Brother Jerry Vincent. His special request meal included stuffed mirliton, which is a great Southern dish.. 
       For our community, March madness includes more than basketball.  Mardi Gras was celebrated in this area on 
March 5th.  Parades filled with royalty, floats, throws and marching bands were a visual and audio delight. It's the 
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Students and Brothers enjoy lunch together in the Brothers’ home. 

The orchestra during one of its many fine performances. 



way we Southern folk prepare for Lent.  The school band The Marching Wolves participated in five Mardi Gras  
parades.  They did the school proud in there blue coats and straw hats. As one TV commentator put it: "They are the 
coolest band around."  On Ash Wednesday, all the decorations were taken down and the purple was put up in the 
Chapel suggesting repentance and solemnity.  We were all marked with ashes as a sign that we will try to become 
better individuals during Lent. 
       On March 19th, we held the annual school St. 
Joseph   Altar blessing and enjoyed the cookies and 
breads from the altar.  Dr. Ann Lagarbo and friends 
have set up the Altar for many years.  The entire stu-
dent body was able to enjoy the viewing of the Altar. 
       On March 22nd, we began our canonical visit 
with Brother Visitor, Brother Donald Johanson.  Of 
course, all of us were on our best behavior.  We always 
enjoy our time spent with Brother Visitor.  On March 
23rd, our community hosted the Southern District Day 
and Jubilarian celebration.  Our Jubilarians this year 
are Brother Thomas Canty and Brother John Fairfax, 
who are celebrating 75 years of Habit Taking.  Also, 
Brother Terrence Richmier is celebrating 60 years of 
Habit Taking.  Following the Mass, a banquet was 
held in the Brothers’ dining room. 
       Brother Louis Welker is conducting the annual 
St. La Salle Auxiliary, which runs from Ash Wednesday through the Easter Season.  All donations to the Auxiliary 
help to provide great health care for our senior and infirm Brothers. Please pray for all living and deceased members 
of the St. La Salle Auxiliary. 
       On March 16th, we had a clean up day around our residence.  Thanks to the Father's Club for helping us dispose 
of a lot of things that we no longer need. We are also grateful to principal Trevor Watkins for organizing the day. 
       At the present time, all the Brothers of the community are holding their own.  The weather since Christmas has 
really been wet and dreary.  We are looking forward to a sunny Spring.  We wish all our Brothers and partners a 
very Happy Easter. 
 
Brother Louis of the Cross (Welker), FSC, Correspondent 
 
School News 
       Honor roll breakfasts for the second quarter were held on January 22, 23, 24, 30 and 31.  One morning each of 
the first three quarters of the school year, students and their parents gather in the cafeteria by grade level to be com-

mended for in-class accomplishments. These honor roll break- 
fasts are celebrations of the student’s academic achievement 
and proof of his hard work in his studies. 
       Saint Paul’s Student Council traveled to Sulphur, Louisiana 
for the annual Louisiana Association of Student Councils 
Convention held at the end January. Saint Paul’s earned the 
Gold Council Award once again, as well as recognition for 
Student Council Week and the State Charity Donation.  Junior 
Luke Vargas was elected to the position of Vice-President of 
LASC, which means he will serve on the LASC board and 
will help organize next year's convention.  
       In an increasingly competitive job market, knowing is 
half the battle: what career you want to pursue.  Mr. Al Nastasi, 
Alumni Director, invited eight alumni and Brother Michael 
Livaudais, FSC to talk to juniors about possible career choices. 
This variety of career speakers provides students a direct  

connection between Saint Paul’s and their prospective job options. Speakers instructed students about educational     
requirements and the day-to-day challenges of the job. 
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SPS chaplain Father Matthew Clark blesses the St. Joseph’s Altar. 

This year’s Student Council continues to impress at LASC. 



       Saint Paul’s School is pleased to announce that eight 
members of the Class of 2019 have been selected as      
National Merit Scholarship Finalists. These young men 
have demonstrated excellence in academics, participation 
in school and community activities, and success in leadership 
opportunities both on and off campus. They also possess the 
potential for success in a rigorous plan of study in college. 2019 
finalists from Saint Paul’s School include: David Needles, 
Stephen Millet, Cullen Irwin, Jackson Gold, Ross Hightower, 
Christopher Wilson,   Andrew Norlin, and Hyde Healy. 
       James Varney, a national correspondent for the Wash-
ington Times, recently addressed the members of the Saint 
Paul's School's journalism and yearbook classes. Varney 
graduated from Wesleyan University and the Columbia 
Journalism School. He worked for many years at the Times- 
Picayune where he was part of the reporting team that won 

two Pulitzer Prizes for Hurricane Katrina coverage. As the Times-Picayune's Latin America correspondent he had 
two embedded tours with the Army and the Marines in Iraq in 2003.  In sports, he covered both Louisiana State Univer-
sity’s national championship in 2007 and the Saints   victory in Super Bowl XLIV. He discussed his career path and 
vast experiences as a news journalist.  He also expressed 
his thoughts on the future of journalism, and the effect the 
next generation will have to shape the way news is delivered 
and absorbed by the public.  
       Saint Paul’s Journalism and Yearbook students partici-
pated in the Loyola University School of Mass Communi-
cations Silver Scribe Awards, presented as part of the Jour-
nalism Education Association spring conference on February 
7th at Loyola University in New Orleans. The Paper Wolf 
staff won for “Best Publication Website.” Senior Ben Sei-
den received first place in feature writing for his story, "A 
Day in the Life of a Special Needs Basketball Player", and 
senior Jordan Eberts won second place for his editorial, 
"The Current State of the Rap Community."  The students 
also participated in workshops on print journalism, year-
book design, sports reporting and graphic design.  
       Saint Paul’s Iron Wolves have had a very exciting end 
to the state season. In the regional competition the Wolves 
finished second to Holy Cross in a deliberation that took 
over an hour.  On March 14th and 15th, the Wolves traveled to Alexandria for the state competition. Alexandria won 
the state title for Division I; however the runner up trophy was hotly contested.  Covington High, Holy Cross, Slidell 

and Saint Paul’s were separated by just four points for 
most of the event. The Wolves diligence and hard 
work paid off, defeating Holy Cross by just one point, 
and bringing home a trophy. 
       Saint Paul’s and Jesuit met for the LHSAA Division 
I Boys’ State Soccer title match on February 23.  The 
final score was Saint Paul’s 3, Jesuit 0, giving the Wolves 
their fifth state championship in six years.  The nation-
ally ranked Wolves completed the season undefeated 
against in state opponents, their only defeat this season 
in the North Texas Elite Showcase against fellow 
Lasallians Cathedral High School of Los Angeles, CA. 
 
Ms. Karen Hebert, Correspondent 
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Students take in a presentation at Career Day. 

The Wolves soccer team savors another state championship. 

Journalism and Yearbook students with one of their many awards.   



A Catechist’s Conversation: SFNO Religion Chairs Gathering 
       In a 2013 interview for Living Lasallian, a publication 
of Saint Mary’s College of California, former Superior  
General Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría stated, “For me, the 
principal intuition of our founder was this: First, he had a 
vision of the reality of his time. He discovered that there 
were children ‘very far from salvation’ without the possibility 
of human and Christian education…He illuminated this   
reality with the Word of God, which he found in a letter of 
Saint Paul to Timothy: ‘God wishes the salvation of all people.’ 
Our mission was born in this reality and in the illumination 
of the Word of God.” 
       From the start, our Lasallian ethos has included discerning 
real needs and offering responses rooted in the Gospel.    
Reflecting on the reality of the changing religious landscape 
in this country, the District of San Francisco New Orleans 
2016 Mission Assembly resolved “to prioritize evangelization 
and catechesis for the next four years.”1 The District leader-
ship created an Office of Evangelization and Catechesis to 

place a renewed focus both on the spiritual needs of the young people entrusted to us and on the challenges of faith 
formation in our current context. 
       On February 14th – 16th at Mont La Salle, for the first time since the creation of the SFNO District, the chairs 
of the religious studies, theology and religion departments of the District’s schools gathered. The purpose was to 
take a first step toward creating a community among religious educational leaders of our District. The chairs shared 
their own vocational journeys and provided insights into the particular strengths and challenges involved in faith 
formation in the particular realities of their school communities. Three presentations seeded the group’s conversation: 
 
• “What is Lasallian Catholic Education For?” (Brother Donald Johanson) 
• “Evangelization and Catechesis in our Current Context” (Charlie Legendre) 
• “Trends Emerging from the Lasallian Catholic Assessment Process” (John Roberto) 
 
       The conversation of the chairs affirmed the need to revisit and reinterpret fundamental concepts such as 
“salvation” and “evangelization” and to address the question of whether current religion curriculum is reaching our 
religiously diverse students. The gathering was also an opportunity to share methodologies and ideas about specif-
ic programs. Moving ahead, the religion chairs have agreed to meet again in a year and have committed to ongoing 
communication through Basecamp and Zoom. 
       I view this gathering of the religion chairs as one pulse in a much greater movement of the Spirit in our time. 
Father Bernard Lee once described “charism” as the “profound effectiveness of a group, normally at work in a dif-
ficult and challenging time.” He further commented, “Charism does not appear in settled times.”2 We live in unset-
tled times in which young people are calling into question the relevance of our faith and Church. The encounters 
and dialogue with our students in religion, religious studies and theology classes reveal that what is happening “out 
there” in U.S. society is also happening right here in the walls of our own schools. The Spirit is calling us to con-
tinued faithfulness and to listen and be open for a new way forward. 
 
Charles Legendre, AFSC 
____________________ 
 
1 Directional Statement on Evangelization and Catechesis, Mission Assembly of the San Francisco New Orleans    
  District (2016). 
2 Bernard Lee, from an address at Called to be Brother, Lewis University (2012) 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
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       Brother Roch Dufresne is the 2019 recipient of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles Council of Religious 
Brothers’ Annual Brotherhood Award.  He received the 
award at a banquet on February 24. 
       The award citation for Brother Roch read in part, 
“In recognition for his Religious commitment to the 
service of the Lord as a Christian Brother and his faithful 
ministry to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles…Through 
his many gifts and talents, he has been an inspiration 
and example to the youth of the downtown area.” 
       In his eloquent thank you remarks, Brother Roch 
said, “Most of us will not ever know the impact that we 
have on those that we work with day after day. But it’s 
there. It’s there as strongly as the impact of other religious 
throughout history. Perhaps they were never declared 
saints, but they lived like saints, acted like saints, thought 
like saints, prayed like saints, and worked like saints. 
We are all called to be like them: to be saints to those 
who are entrusted to our care. That is our privilege; that 
is our responsibility; that is our calling. And since we are 
Brothers, we must be sure that the job will be well done.”  

VOCATION MINISTRY 

       Andrew Wozniak has been accepted to Postulancy of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools.  Formal acceptance took 
place on January 14 in a ceremony held at the Sacred Heart  
Cathedral Community. 
       Originally from Illinois, Andrew is a 2015 graduate of 
Saint Mary’s College, where he earned a degree in History.  He 
entered the Brother’s formation program as a Residential Aspirant 
in the summer of 2017, serving first a summer at De La Salle 
Academy in Concord, California, and then during the school year 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory, where he currently is assigned. 
       According to SFNO Auxiliary Visitor Brother James Joost, 
FSC, Andrew will be in “Apostolic Postulancy” for the rest of 
this semester.  He hopes to join in the Fall, along with other 
Postulants from the Lasallian Region of North America, the 
“Regional Postulancy” at Jeremy House in Philadelphia, PA. 
Also, Andrew is beginning his studies through Loyola University 
Chicago for a Masters degree in Pastoral Ministry with an    
emphasis in Religious Studies Education. 

       February 15-18, 14 Brothers in initial formation from 
across RELAN gathered for retreat in Ocean City, NJ.   
       The theme of was “Practical Ways of Accompanying Youth 
as They Journey in Faith.”  The Brothers spent the weekend in 
prayer and study, while also continuing the process of vocation 
discernment through reflection, group discussion and fraternal 
support.  SFNO attendees were Brothers James Joost and 
Javier Hansen, and Brother postulants Rafael Rodriguez and 
Andrew Wozniak. 

       As always, the RELAN Brothers were present at 
the annual L.A. Religious Education Congress.  SFNO 
FSCs manning the vocation information center March 
21-24 included Brothers George Van Grieken, David 
Caretti, Nick Gonzalez, and Chris Patiño.    



Brothers Celebrate 150 Years of Lasallian Ministry in California 

       The District of San Francisco New Orleans (SFNO) recently held a celebration to observe the 150th anniversary of the 
De La Salle Christian Brothers’ arrival in San Francisco, California.  The event took place on March 16 in San Francisco. 
       Brothers and Partners gathered under the theme, “Procuring 
God’s Glory from Generation to Generation,” to recognize the 
history of the Brothers in California and to celebrate the life of the 
Brothers and their mission with their Partners in the world today.  
Event planning and direction were led by Brother James Joost, 
FSC, Auxiliary Visitor, assisted by District Secretary Denise Mancuso. 
       In 1856, San Francisco Archbishop Joseph Alemany asked 
the Brothers to staff his new Saint Mary’s College in San Francisco.  
It would be 12 years before the Brothers would be able to accept 
his invitation, but on August 10, 1868, eight Brothers sailed into 
San Francisco Bay and then made the five-mile trip to Saint Mary’s 
College, where they accepted the keys and the responsibility for 
the school.  It was the beginning of the Brothers’ presence in the 
west, and of the then-District of San Francisco. 
       The day’s festivities began with Mass at Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumption.  Students from Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Preparatory acted as greeters and ushers, while Brothers and Partners from Saint Mary’s College and students from De Marillac 
Academy and Saint Mary’s College High School led the liturgical music.  Brothers and Partners served as lectors and gift-bearers. 
       The principal celebrant was San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, who was joined by a number of brother 
priests and deacons who are Lasallian alumni or who currently minister in Lasallian schools.  At both the beginning and the 
end of Mass, Archbishop Cordileone congratulated and thanked the Brothers for their presence in the Archdiocese and their 
many years of service. 
       At the Mass, concelebrant and homilist Bishop Thomas Daly of the Diocese of Spokane drew from his personal experience 
and knowledge as an alumnus of Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory (then Sacred Heart High School) in San Francisco to 
recount the Brothers’ history and to pay tribute to them and their educational leadership. 
       “We live in a time,” Bishop Daly remarked, “when so much of what we hear is bad news.  It is in the midst of this that 
we gather to celebrate, specifically in a spirit of joy and gratitude to God, the legacy, the legend, and the lives of the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools over these last 150 years…I would like to thank the Christian Brothers for the significant role they 
played in my own education and vocation.”   
       He went on to say, “The example of the Brothers and their witness to Christ is as much needed today – probably more so 
– than 150 years ago.  Looking back, each of us was raised up, not to be better than others, but to be closer to God.  And with 
the example of the Brothers, we learned that excellence is what education should be about, and not elitism.” 
       Mass was followed by a public reception at the Cathedral.  Several generations of Brothers and Partners socialized, some 
reconnecting after years since last seeing one another.  The crowd also took in displays of historical memorabilia chronicling 

the District's Bay Area schools and Brothers' communities. 
       After, the Brothers and their guests made their way across Ellis 
Street to Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep and a luncheon honoring some 
of SFNO’s Brother Jubilarians for this year.  Brother James emceed, 
with Brothers Michael Avila, David Sinitiere, Joseph Fabiano, and 
Mark Murphy offering congratulatory toasts.  The 2028-2019 Brother 
Jubilarians include Brother Dat Hoang (25 years); Brothers Glenn Bolton 
and Bosco Truong (50 years); Brothers Melvin Pelton, Terrence Richmeier, 
and Ronald Roggenback (60 years), and Brothers Thomas Canty, Thomas 
Daigle, John Fairfax, James Grahmann, and Martin Swonke (75 years). 
       Afterwards, Brother Donald Johanson, FSC, Visitor, reflecting 
on the entire celebration, said, “The coming together of Brothers and 
Partners to celebrate our District’s legacy and unity is always a welcome 

and important thing to do.  The fact that we were able to combine it with honoring our Brother Jubilarians was especially 
appropriate.  The day showed that we have much for which we can be grateful and much to which we can look forward.” 
 

DISTRICT VISTAS 
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       The second Bay Area Lasallian Symposium took place at 
Saint Mary’s College of California on February 4, 2019.  Over 
470 Lasallians from nine District of San Francisco New Orleans 
(SFNO) schools gathered for a day of Lasallian formation, profes-
sional development, and fellowship. 
       The participating schools included Christian Brothers High 
School (Sacramento), Cristo Rey De La Salle East Bay High 
School (Oakland), De Marillac Academy (San Francisco), De La 
Salle Academy (Concord), De La Salle High School (Concord), 
Justin-Siena High School (Napa), Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory 
(San Francisco), Saint Mary’s College of California (Moraga), and 
Saint Mary’s College High School (Berkeley). 
       The first Symposium was held in 2017, the capstone project 

of the graduating SFNO cohort of the Brother John Johnston   Institute of Contemporary Lasallian Practice.  This year’s Sym-
posium was the result of a 14-month planning process and spearheaded by the 2019 SFNO cohort.  Planning Committee members 
were Stephanie Roybal (Christian Brothers High School), Linda Byrne and  Lillian Dickson (De La Salle High School),      
Megan Alexander-Short and Robert Bailey (Justin-Siena High School), and Andy Chan (Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory). 
       The day’s agenda began with keynote speaker Roy Petitfils, LPC.  A Lasallian alumnus and therapist at Pax Renewal Center in 
Lafayette, Louisiana, Petitfils spoke on the role of Lasallian educators as prophets for wholeness and empowerment in the lives 
of today’s young people.  His is a familiar voice, having addressed numerous Lasallian gatherings. 
       “He really hit the point on prophecy,” remarked planning committee member Linda Byrne.  “For us as Lasallian educators, 
we’re all prophets, right?  I liked his story.  He has that Lasallian background and was very specific to us.  It was very good 
that people could come out of there feeling inspired that they do valuable work, that the word ‘Lasallian’ means something.” 
       The keynote was followed by Mass, which was planned by the participating schools and celebrated by Father La Salle 
Hallissey, OP, chaplain at De La Salle High School. 
       The morning portion of the schedule continued with “Lasallian Learning Lab” sessions designed and facilitated by Symposium 
participants.  The Labs covered a variety of areas, including data and institutional strategies, wellness and balance, curriculum and 
learning, diversity and inclusion, and co-curriculars. 
       After lunch, participants gathered in groups according to their ministry roles for processing and best practice round table 
discussions.  This was a highlight for many of the participants. 
       “I felt,” Byrne observed, “that collaboration and sharing of best practices was really important, to learn how other schools 
are doing things and share the knowledge that I have so that we all can do our jobs better.  That’s the whole point of the Symposium.” 
       The day concluded with closing remarks and prayer, followed by a social.  After, participant and SFNO Office of Education 
director Michael Daniels reflected, “I was inspired by the initiative and leadership of the planning committee, the generosity of 
all learning lab presenters, and the quality of the round table discussions.  The success of our inaugural 2017 Symposium was 
sustained by this second gathering, and I remain grateful to Saint 
Mary’s College and all involved for the opportunity to ground ourselves in 
mission, professional development, and community.” 
       By all accounts, the Bay Area Lasallian educators left feeling that 
their day at the Symposium had been time well-spent, getting to move 
outside of familiar circles and routines and discover new opportunities for 
personal and professional development. 
       “This,” Bryne concluded, “is one of the opportunities we have, not 
just faculty, but staff as well, to really collaborate and help carry on our 
charism.  The Symposium is an example of how in our association so much 
important knowledge is passed from one community to another. Lasallians 
support mission so effectively by offering all the District, Regional, and 
even local level formation opportunities.  I feel that we do this right.” 
 
Parts of this story courtesy Linda Byrne / photos courtesy Brother Lawrence Haley, FSC, De La Salle High School, Concord, CA. 
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BAY AREA SYMPOSIUM 

A Day of Associating for Mission 

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP 



 Albert Kirk, brother of Brother Joseph Kirk, FSC, January 23, Napa, CA. 

 Sister Marilyn Binder, CSJ, La Salle High School-Pasadena Board Trustee, January 23, Livermore, CA. 

 Cecily McClatchy Glavin, mother of De La Salle North Catholic HS Board Chair Patti O’Mara, February 4, Vero Beach, FL. 

 Brother Dominic Ruegg, FSC, District of San Francisco New Orleans, February 15, Napa, CA.  

 Brother Jeffrey Calligan, FSC, District of San Francisco New Orleans, February 15, Covington, LA. 

 Philip M. Brady, brother of Brother Christopher Brady, FSC, February 25, Ashland, OR. 

 Mark Miller, husband of former District archivist Andrea Miller, February 28, Napa, CA. 

 Mercedes F. Delahousaye, sister of Brother Virgil Fenerty, FSC, March 8, Metairie, LA. 

 Teresa Nguyen Thi Thao, mother of Brother Joseph Pham, FSC, March 18, Costa Mesa, CA. 

 Ellen Louise Stice, sister of Jim Stice, caretaker of St. Joseph’s Camp, March 18, Duncans Mills, CA. 

 James Baldwin, Jr., De La Salle High School alumnus and board member, March 20, New Orleans, LA. 

 Brother Raphael Phandinh, FSC, District of San Francisco New Orleans, March 22, Napa, CA. 

Requiescat in Pace  

PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

April, 2019 | Doctors and their Collaborators in War Zones  

For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in war zones, who risk their lives to save the lives of others.  
 

May, 2019 | The Church in Africa, a Seed of Unity  

That the Church in Africa, through the commitment of its members, may be the seed of unity among her peoples and a 

sign of hope for this continent.  
 

June, 2019 | The Mode of Life of Priests  

That priests, through the modesty and humility of their lives, commit themselves actively to a solidarity with those who 

are most poor.  
 

July, 2019 | The Integrity of Justice  

That those who administer justice may work with integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the world may not 

have the last word.  
 

August, 2019 | Families, Schools of Human Growth  

That families, through their life of prayer and love, become ever more clearly “schools of true human growth”.  
 

September, 2019 | The Protection of the Oceans  

That politicians, scientists and economists work together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.  
 

October, 2019 | A Missionary "Spring" in the Church  

That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a new missionary "spring" in the Church.  
 

November, 2019 | Dialogue and Reconciliation in the Near East  

That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where diverse religious communities share 

their lives together.  
 

December, 2019 | The Future of the Very Young  

That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, especially those who are suffering.  

Papal Intentions  
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District Office of 

Education Director 

Mike Daniels helps 

to kick off the 2019 

Bay Area Symposium 

of SFNO Lasallian 

Educators at Saint 

Mary’s College. 

 

Photo courtesy  

Br. Lawrence Haley. 

PARTING SHOTS 

The Young Lasallian Assembly 2019 planning committee 
shows off some 300th Anniversary swag. 

Postulant Andrew Wozniak (L) gets in some quality time with Br. 
Visitor Donald Johanson at the Jubilarian Brothers luncheon. 

SFNO LVs were out in force at the 150th Anniversary celebration in SF. 
Photo courtesy Br. Martin Vu. 

The spring Brother 

John  Johnston 

Institute SFNO 

cohort doing its 

work in the Holy 

Presence of God. 

 

Photo courtesy  

Br. George Van Grieken. 

All photos courtesy SFNO Communications unless otherwise credited. 

Charlie Legendre (L) and Br. George Van Grieken get ready to lead the 
day’s morning prayer music at LASSCA. 
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