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     As Pete Seeger recalled, he was angry.  One of the most influential folk musicians 
in American history had just been told by his music publisher that he needed to move 
away from “these protest songs that you write” and provide more commercially appealing 
material.  Seeger’s response was to pull a slip of paper from his pocket and write another 
of “the only kind of song I know how to write.”  It would be a melody improvised to 
fit lyrics adapted from a page of text in the King James Bible.  It began: 
 

To everything, turn, turn, turn.  
There is a season, turn, turn, turn. 

And a time to every purpose under heaven.    
 
     Within a few years, “Turn! Turn! Turn!” would become one of the most memorable 
songs of the 1960s.  Those eight verses from the Book of Ecclesiastes would resonate with a 
generation struggling to find reassurance and direction in the midst of violent social upheaval 
and confusion.  Why people did — and still do — embrace those words says much about 
their timeless relevance, and also their value to the Lasallian family. 
     Ecclesiastes is a work of wisdom literature, concerned with how one can come to understand 
life.  The book focuses mainly on the question of whether or not there is ultimate meaning 
to life.  To give the answer, the text first confronts us with stark reality: almost anything can 
and will happen in life, and there is nothing that can be done about it except to make the most 
of it.  Trying to attribute meaning to such randomness in and of itself is a waste of time.      
     However, the text then offers a precious insight: the pieces of life are random only when 
we think they are.  If lived with the recognition of their divine purpose, they can connect 
us to their — and our — ultimate meaning.  This is because all of life’s events unfold 
within the realm of God’s presence and plan for human redemption.  Each one is a chance 
to participate, as both completers and receivers, in this plan.  In them lies the gift of salvation. 
     And so, everyday passages are about more than moving to the predictable next step.  
Everyday changes are about more than accepting the inexorable march of time.  Everyday 
trials are about more than deciding who to call or who to blame.  According to author 
Paula D’Arcy, “God comes to us disguised as our life.”  It remains for us to recognize and 
receive our experiences not in their seeming happenstance, but as segments of a mosaic, each 
happening on its own but together destined to fulfill their role as part of the whole that is us. 
     This issue of Dateline District is mainly a “school’s out” edition, filled with end-of-
the-year reviews and, of course, graduations and goodbyes.  Just the usual hodgepodge 
of school stuff that one would expect to find, things happening when they normally do and 
as they normally should...until we look more closely and with eyes of faith. Then, we can 
see that the roads we took to get here are converging with roads that seem to know that 
we were coming.  Things that we did without much thought now have got us thinking.  It 
occurs to us that there is a connectedness to all of this, a oneness, and it clearly is not 
mere coincidence.  There is a reason.      
     And so, in our Lasallian world we are constantly reminded that we are on a sacred 
journey, and that every day is a start and every decision is a step.  In its own way, everything 
belongs, because everything teaches.  We are here to learn that we are here to learn, 
and the lesson is that we are born for God’s ways and God’s time.  Where everything 
has its purpose, awaiting our awareness, our creativity, our diligence.  To grow, to live, 
we must turn. And turn. And turn. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
 

I always like to know what I’m doing, but there are times when nobody will tell me. 
 
There’s no such thing as a bad picture.  Sometimes our faces just look like that. 
 
Not only do I not know what tomorrow will bring, but I’m not exactly sure what showed up yesterday. 
 
We don’t grow wiser as we age.  We just start running out of dumb things to do. 
 
I like playing chess with old men in the park.  The challenge is to find 32 of them. 
 
What if we discovered that aliens only stopped by Earth to let their kids use the restroom? 
 
Yesterday morning, Facebook was temporarily offline, leaving millions of workers unable to 
do anything except their jobs. 
 
Your shadow means that light that traveled 93 million miles came within inches of reaching 
Earth, only to be interrupted by you. 
 
If you had to choose between eating donuts every day or being skinny the rest of your life, 
would you buy glazed or chocolate? 
 
My mind is like my Internet browser.  19 tabs are open, there’s not enough memory, and I 
have no idea where that music is coming from. 
 
No one looks back on their life and tells stories about the nights that they got lots of sleep. 

 

Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, Superior General, has been elected as one of 10 Superiors General of 
men to participate in the Bishops Synod, “Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment.”  
 
Abby Michaels, LV at De La Salle Academy in Concord 2015-17, has been named Young 
Lasallian Coordinator for the Midwest District, effective August 1. 
 
Let Us Remember: Stories of the Holy Presence of God, edited by Brother George Van 
Grieken, FSC,  is now available for ordering from Saint Mary’s Press. 
 
Resources for planning prayer services for the opening and closing of the Lasallian Year of 
Vocations are now available from Christian Brothers Conference. 
 
The 2018-2019 edition of the Lasallian pocket calendar is now available for ordering from 
Christian Brothers Conference. 
 
The new issue of Intercom is now available for download from lasalle.org. 
 
A Report for the Brothers of the Christian Schools Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN): 
2017-2018 Statistical Report, is available for download from Christian Brothers Conference. 
 
The latest issue of AXIS: Journal for Lasallian Higher Education, “Lasallian Education: Which 
Kind of Education is It?”,  is available for download from Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. 
 
The latest issue of the Digital Journal of Lasallian Research, “John Baptist de La Salle and the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools: A Contextual Approach, France 1525-1725”, is now available 
for download from lasalle.org. 

 

PAGE 2 

https://www.lasallian.info/2018/06/brother-robert-elected-to-participate-in-synod/
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/06/former-lv-to-join-midwest-district-staff/
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/05/let-us-remember-book-released/
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/06/prayer-resources-available-to-open-close-year-of-lasallian-vocations/
https://lasallianstore.com/pocket-calendar-july-2018-december-2019
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2017/05/intercom-2/
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/02/new-relan-statistics-available-2/
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/05/new-axis-available/
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/05/new-axis-available/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2018/05/digital-journal-of-lasallian-research-2/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2018/05/digital-journal-of-lasallian-research-2/


 

Faculty End of Year Gathering 
     As a celebration for the 2017-2018 school year, the faculty and staff gathered in the Raider Room for the final 
meeting of the school year and lunch. The meeting was led by school administrators. Mr. Marc Milano '90 spoke 
about the year's accomplishments, Mr. Douglas Neill '98 presented the school's AdvancEd accreditation results, and 
Mr. Richard Carpenter presented the successful statistics this year from the discipline office.  
  
Football Volunteers at Special Olympics 
     At the beginning of each summer, the rising senior football 
players volunteer and assist at the Special Olympics at South-
eastern Louisiana University in Hammond. This year Coach 
Graham Jarrott transported the football Raiders to assist with 
post-game activities under the tents throughout the SLU cam-
pus. 
 
Biology Lab Dissection 
     Mr. Dominic LaNasa led biology classes in a fetal pig dis-
section lab. The pig dissection allowed students to distinguish 
the organs and systems in the pig’s body and ultimately com-
pare them to the organs and systems of the human body. The 
biology class is one of many in the school pre-professional program. 
 
Graduation 2018 
     The class of 2018 walked across stage on Tuesday, May 15, 
2018, at the Pontchartrain Center celebrating their years as 
Raider students.  The evening began with a Mass celebrated by Fr. Kurt Young '05, chaplain, then Salutatorian, 
Daniel Cobar, delivered the welcome address to the crowd.  A special honorary diploma was awarded to Mr. Phil 
Greco, Athletic Director, who is retiring after 24 years at Archbishop Rummel. The Valedictorian, Joseph Nugent, 
delivered his address to the students before the diplomas were distributed by Mr. Marc Milano '90, principal/
president.   
 
End of School Year Mass 
     The end of the year Mass is always one of much action, preparation, and reflection as the school year ends.  The 
junior class began the morning with the traditional move to the floor and the treasured "chair" seats.  Fr. Kurt Young 
'05, school chaplain, then celebrated Mass for the school community.  The new Eucharistic Ministers were inducted 
and introduced during Mass, and Mary was crowned.   
 

Project Prom 2018 
     The class of 2018 gathered in the gym at the beginning of 
the night to celebrate their class with one last party after their 
prom.  Hosted by Raider parents, Project Prom is filled with 
inflatable games, fair games, casino games, and hundreds of 
prizes.  Project Prom takes place all over the Raider campus. 
 
U. S. House Majority Whip Steve Scalise 
     Rummel Day is the annual day where the honors the 
school's namesake, Archbishop Joseph Francis Rummel and 
traditions at 1901 Severn Avenue. In addition to acknowledg-
ing Joseph Francis Rummel's impact on the school, the Alumni 
Association also recognizes the recipients of special awards. 
This year's award recipients are Class of 1983’s alumnus and 
U.S. House of Representatives Majority Whip Steve Scalise, 
Alumnus of the Year, and longtime faculty member Isaac 
Musselwhite, Raider Legend Award winner. 
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COMMUNITIES & MINISTRIES 

Alum and U.S. Congressman Steve Scalise (center) receives 

the school’s Alumnus of the Year award. 

Raiders celebrate the commencement of the Class of 2018.  



 

PreLaw: Mock Trial 
     Students in the Law Pre-Professional Program participated 
in a Mock Trial at the Womac Law Firm in New Orle-
ans. Students presented to a jury and guest judge and teacher, 
Mr. Cordae Hankton. Students presented their cases, defended 
their clients, and learned from the experiences.   
 
Celebrity Waiters Dinner 2018 
     Held at The Terminal at Lakefront Airport, the Celebrity 
Waiters Dinner 2018 was an elegant red-carpet event.     
Cocktails began with the Raider Jazz Band providing the en-
tertainment. Local and Raider community celebrities gathered 
at 10-person tables to host the tip competition.  Silent auction 
items, raffles, and a live auction highlighted the event. All 
money raised will go to benefit the students of Archbishop 
Rummel High School. 
 

Senior Breakfast 2018 
     Held at Chateau Estates Country Club, the class of 2018 gathered for one of the last times, as seniors and parents 
celebrated their time at Archbishop Rummel. After Mass, celebrated by chaplain Fr. Kurt Young '05, three speakers 
addressed the crowd to highlight their time as the class of 2018.   The seniors and parents enjoyed a buffet breakfast 
as they reminisced about their time together.  
 
FSC Celebration  
     On Friday, April 6, the Raider community celebrated the 
feast day of St. John Baptist de La Salle.  Archbishop Gregory 
Aymond celebrated the Mass in celebration of the founder and 
his contributions to schools, young people, and families 
around the globe. Many Raider Alumni priests were also in 
attendance, including Monsignor Frank Giroir ‘73, Father 
Chris Delerno '86, Father Ryan Richardson '99, Father Tim 
Hedrick '00, Father Travis Clark '01, Father Kyle Sanders '03, 
and Father Kurt Young '05.  Immediately following mass, 
Archbishop Aymond blessed the new Jesus the Good Shep-
herd statue located at the Leadership Entrance in front of the 
Raider Gym.  
 
Biomedical Students Visit Ochsner 
     In late March, Mr. Tony Taffaro's Biomedical students vis-
ited a variety of Ochsner Medical facilities. Students first vis-
ited Ochsner rehabilitation services, where they heard a 
presentation from physical therapists. Second, they went to the radiology department where they heard from the 
clinical Instructor of the outpatient imaging center. Finally, students visited the Ochsner Helipad, where they learned 
about the Ochsner Flight Care Unit from critical care EMTs, nurses, and a helicopter pilot.  
 
Living Way of the Cross 
     The Campus Ministry Teams of Archbishop Rummel and Archbishop Chapelle High Schools coordinated this 
year's Living Way of the Cross.  The reflection play reminded their audiences of the true meaning of Easter as the 
audience reflected on each station performed live by students from both schools.   
 
Mr. Joseph A. Serio 
Correspondent 
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Guests enjoy themselves at the Celebrity Waiters Dinner. 

Archbishop Aymond blesses a new statue on campus. 

March 2018 
     A few more March notes.  Our Lasallian volunteer, Ana Laura, celebrated her 25th birthday.  In her honor we 
went to Tecate, un Pueblo mágico, to celebrate a quarter of a century of life.  We went to Sunday Mass at our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish and toured the town central plaza. After lunch, we bought pastries at a famous Baja California 
panadería –El mejor pan de Tecate- and drank coffee in the Paris café.   
     Monday, the 25th was a holiday in honor of Benito Juarez.  We were invited to the  Habit Taking and Final    



 

Profession of a Missionary Franciscans of our Lady of Peace.  She has been taking classes 
with us for three years.  She transfered from a contemplative Visitation Community in Leon 
to this locally founded apostolic community here in Baja California.   
     Our volunteers took off for Holy Week Mission Experiences.  Andrea spent the week at 
the Casa Madre Asunta for immigrante women and children, while Ana joined a group of  
young adults led by a Salesian Sister to assist in the Breakfast Dining Room Padre Chava 
and in various Salesian chapels around the city, assisting in pastoral and recreative activities 
for children and teens.   
 
Jai Alai Palace-Calle Revolución 
     One of Tijuana’s iconic buildings is the Jai Alai Palace, which was originally built by 
Don Mariano Escobedo to practice the basque game, pelota.  Its name means lively party; in 
the Basque language the word jai means “party” and alai “lively”. 
     The building was inaugurated on February 28th, 1947 and, until 1980, the Jai Alai games 
were a major tourist attraction.  Today, the building is used for concerts, plays and cultural 
events.   
     In Mexico today, the sport is only practiced in Acapulco. 
 
April 2018 
     Our Director, Brother Francisco, spent most of Easter week in Saltillo as a member of the District Chapter.  
Lasallian volunteer Ana went to Hermosillo to visit her ailing grandmother.  We visited Ensenada to enjoy the port 
city boardwalk , tourist area and ate some great seafood. We stopped at the Mirador for some great coastline views.  
     As the two-week vacation ended, we geared up for our final period of classes until summer break: organizational 
meetings and a week of registration from the 9th until the 13th.  We enrolled more than 1700 new and returning stu-
dents. We noted an increase in the number of Haitans enrolling in classes.  They are the latest immigrant group to 
take up residence in Tijuana. A number of deported men are taking advantage of our barber training courses.   
     Often, the deported do not have the required paperwork to obtain official work.  About 300 Central American 
immigrants arrived in Tijuana fleeing from violence with the hope of receiving political or humanitarian entrance 
into the United States.  Legal counsel is being provided by US lawyers.   
     The month ended with the birthday of our Lasalian Volunteer, Andrea.  Her parents made a surprise trip from 
Monterrey for the celebration. 

 
May 2018 
     May 1, International Labor Day and Saint Joseph the 
Worker Day, was a school holiday.  We took a day-trip to 
Ensenada with Andrea’s parents.  Everyone enjoyed the 
beautiful Baja coast. The toll freeway reduces the trip to less 
than 1.5 hours each way. We ate a late afternoon lunch in 
Playas de Rosarito.  
     The 3rd of May in Mexico is the Feast of the Holy Cross. 
Construction workers mount crosses on their constructions to 
celebrate their special day.   Cinco de mayo passed quietly 
here in Mexico.  The day celebrates the memory of the victo-
ry of the Mexican Army over the French occupation forces in 
Puebla in the 19th century.   
     Thursday, May 10th was Mothers’ Day here in Mexico. 
México was the first Latin American country (1922) to cele-
brate motherhood.  
     Our First Division soccer team,  Xoloitzcuintles, made it 
to the second round of the semi-finals before being eliminat-

ed by Toluca.    
     We celebrated Founder’s Day with an evening Mass with our faculty and dinner provided by our Patronato in our 
school courtyard.   
     A group of Russians have arrived in Tijuana seeking Humanitarian Visas in the USA.        
     Tijuana was the chosen city for the second Presidential Debate.  It took place on Sunday, May 20th on the cam-
pus of the UABC (Universidad de Baja California).  Cuatro candidates are seeking to lead the nation for the next six 
years.  Voting will take place on July 1st.   
     Our Director, Brother Pancho, traveled to Saltillo for Directors’ meetings. Before picking him up at the airport, I 
enjoyed the annual Book Fair at the Tijuana Cultural Center. Also, there was a great exposition on Mexican and In-
ternational Comedy Movies for the 30s and onward.  Cantinflas, Tin Tan, Felini and Laurel and Hardy were just of 
few of the entries.  Movies posters and memorabilia, video clips, and histories were presented for viewing.  
 

PAGE 5 

The Jai Alai Palace in Tijuana. 

Centro’s Crest 



 

June 2018 
     As our academic year nears an end, our Lasallian Volunteers begin to plan their next steps.  Ana Laura intends to 
enter the postuancy of the Salesian Sisters, and Andrea will return to teaching pre-school in Monterrey.   
     Seen around town were off-road vehicles arriving for the Baja 500.   If you are in the southern part of California, 
all are welcome to visit our educational center and wonderful city.   
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent  
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     The 2017-2018 school year ended with a full calendar of activities, including the fourth grade promotion ceremony, 
graduation ceremonies, academic and extra-curricular awards ceremonies, the Falcon Band spring concert, the sev-
enth grade student-parent volleyball tournament, the middle school mother-daughter afternoon tea and more. 

     Fourth graders on the Canal Street Campus took 
the step up to middle school during a promotion cere-
mony in the Cultural Center. Academic awards were 
presented to the top three in each home room, and 
two students in each homeroom received the Sr. Ruth 
Angelette, OP, Award and the Br. Amedy Esquibel, 
FSC, Award.  
     Students in first, second and third grades on the 
Canal Street campus were honored during an awards 
ceremony, receiving awards for being in the top three 
academically in their homeroom. In addition, a girl 
and a boy in each homeroom were honored with the 
Sr. Ruth and Br. Amedy awards.  
     Christian Brothers School graduated 117 students 
on its City Park campus and 26 students on the Canal 

Street campus during ceremonies on May 22. The City Park campus ceremony was in the school's Cultural Center 
while the graduation ceremony for the girls was in St. Anthony of Padua Church.  
     Christian Brothers School awards its top honor, the Provincial's Lasallian Award, to the graduating seventh grad-
er on each campus who, in the opinion of the faculty, has exhibited an outstanding balance of scholarship and 
sportsmanship. Brock Guillot received the award on the City Park campus, and Carol Alley was selected for the 
honor on the Canal Street Campus. 
     Eleven CBS graduates were awarded scholarships to Brother Martin High School, De La Salle High School, 
Archbishop Rummel High School and St. Mary's Dominican High School.  
     Seventh graders and their parents gathered in the Cultural Center, formed teams and enjoyed a night of volleyball 
in the annual end-of-school tradition.  
     The Canal Street Campus observed the traditional May crowing of the Blessed Mother.  Also, second graders 
received the Sacrament of the Eucharist at their First Com-
munion Mass at St. Anthony of Padua Church.   
     Homeroom 3R decided to participate in a service project 
in conjunction with their field trip to Global Wildlife Center 
on the Northshore. The class raised money to aide Global 
Wildlife in their conservation efforts of restoring 5,000 trees 
since Hurricane Katrina. The third grade hosted a bake sale at 
school during breaks and raised $754, enough to purchase 30 
trees in Christian Brothers School's name. 
     In more activities, our middle school girls continued the 
school’s “Tea with Mom” tradition.  Sixth-graders enjoyed a 
gala pool party with crawfish boil.  The Falcon Band present-
ed its spring concert in the Cultural Center, where the annual 
band awards were presented.  Also on the program were the 
seventh graders, under the direction of Mr. Whitney Brown, 
who performed a one-act comedy, "Law and Order: Story-
land Division."   
 
Mr. Rick Reso 
Correspondent 
      

Provincial’s Lasallian Award recipients Brock Guillot and Carol Alley. 

s 

Second grade students at their First Communion Mass. 



 

Valedictorians and Salutatorians Named 
     De La Salle North Catholic has announced the four vale-
dictorians and five salutatorians of its Class of 2018.  The 
valedictorians are Selah Drain, attending Colorado State Uni-
versity; Hanni Rizk, attending Concordia University;  
Anthony Trinh, attending Oregon State University; and Tyler 
White, Swarthmore College; The salutatorians are  Karen 
Casas, attending the University of Oregon; Jennifer Fitz Cor-
tez, attending the University of Portland; Gloria Jo-
seph, attending the University of Portland; Jurell 
Scott, attending the University of Oregon; and Felix Songolo, 
attending Georgetown University. 
 
Scholarship Success for Seniors 
     52 of our 67 Class of 2018 graduates have received col-
lege scholarships. Three De La Salle students won Kaiser 
Permanente Health Care Career Scholarships: Jennifer Fitz 
Cortez, Abel Getachew, and Brenda Solano-Ramos.  
     Elsy Herrera started off the list of full-ride scholarship re-

cipients when she received a full scholarship from the Act Six Scholarship Program to Warner Pacific Universi-
ty. Thanks to scholarships from Georgetown University, Kaiser Permanente, The Skanner News Group, Portland 
Chapter of the Links, Black United Fund of Oregon Ron Herndon Scholarship and the Portland Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Abel Getachew will attend Georgetown University on full scholarship.  
     Thanks to scholarships from Georgetown University, Minds Matter Essay Scholarship, Portland Chapter of The 
Links, and Portland Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Felix Songolo will attend Georgetown Univer-
sity on full scholarship. 
     Shalona Williams received Northeastern University Torch Scholarship, which is a full scholarship. Rama 
Youssef received a full scholarship to California Lutheran University through their International Leaders Scholar-
ship.  Tyler White received a full scholarship to Swarthmore College and will be within fourteen miles of Aaliyah 
Joseph, who will attend Bryn Mawr College (a sister college to Swarthmore) on a full scholarship.   
     Elias Taylor recently was awarded the Ford Family Foundation Scholarship, which will pay for 90% of his un-
met need. Elias will attend the University of Portland. 
 
Founder's Day 
     Our school motto is, “Enter to Learn, Leave to Serve,” 
which we put into practice on Founder's Day.  Our entire 
community of students, staff, faculty, Board members and 
volunteers gave their time and energy at 23 organizations 
throughout Portland in honor of our founder, Saint John Bap-
tist de la Salle. Students pulled invasive plants at Friends of 
Baltimore Woods, delivered food with Meals on Wheels, 
sorted donations at Transition Projects and helped in the 
classroom at Woodlawn Elementary School. 
#showloveDLSNC #morethan4DLSNC 
 
Ms. Trinity Peacock-Broyles 
Correspondent 
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     De La Salle’s 65th graduation was held at Tulane University’s McAlister Auditorium, with Fr. Michael Schnel-
ler, school chaplain, offering the liturgy. 
     A number of special awards were presented at graduation, including the Valedictorian Award to Gustavo Z. De 
Paiva and the Salutatorian Award to Keiyada T. Sanford. 
     The Association Award, based on St. La Salle’s first vow with the Brothers, for “Courage, Scholarship, Charac-
ter, Service and Leadership went to Gustavo Z. De Paiva. 
     The Sedes Sapientiae Award (“Seat of Wisdom”), sponsored by the Parents’ Association,” for outstanding ser-

The valedictorians of the Class of 2018 

The entire school was of service across Portland on Founder’s Day. 



 

vice to the school went to Timothy Dupuy. 
     The Pro Deo et Patria Award (“For God and Country”) 
for “faithful and exceptional service to the school and com-
munity” went to Benjamin J. Calico. 
     The Lasallian Provincial’s Award for “qualities of scho-
lastic achievement, outstanding character and Christian ser-
vice” went to G. Christopher Towell and Keiyada T. Sanford.  
     The Kenneth Polite (Class of 1993) Award and Scholar-
ship recognizes a senior who “exemplifies the qualities of 
commitment and excellence that Mr. Polite exhibits with the 
potential to make a significant difference” went to Alexis V. 
Bonura and Benjamin J. Calico.   
     The final award, the Signum Fidei Award for 
“faithfulness to the school through qualities of other-centered 
leadership, serious scholarship and wholehearted involve-
ment” went to Alexis V. Bonura, a third-generation graduate 
of her family.   

     Recently, the De La Salle Class of 1993 celebrated its 25th reunion, and the celebration of 25 years of co-
education at the school. 
     Twenty-five years ago, the girls of Mercy High School and Holy Angels High School received notification at 
Christmas that their schools would be closing that May and the underclasswomen would have to find a new school 
for the 1992-93 school year. 
     Then Principal of De La Salle, Br. Jeffrey Calligan, FSC, proposed to the faculty that since the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools had indicated that all their schools should become co-ed, that this would be the time for DLS to do 
so.  “We can get girls across the board in all our classes,” he said, “and this would be good for these young women, 
many of whom have had fathers and/or brothers graduate from DLS.”  The faculty agreed, and a Spring Open House 
was held.  On August 21, 1992, 131 girls joined the boys to launch co-education at De La Salle. 
     In recognition of this historic event, three members of the Class of ’93 helped organize a special reunion Mass 
and evening celebration.  Joining DLS Development Director 
Ann Heslin, Norlisha Parker Burke, Mark Castillon, and 
Michelle Mancuso worked to create a special day for their 
classmates. 
     At the morning Mass, School Chaplain, Fr. Michael 
Schneller offered the liturgy.  Members of the class served.  
Dale LaCour offered the First Reading, Jimmy Swoop led the 
Responsorial Psalm, and the Prayers of the Faithful were of-
fered by Titilayo Burke Bailey, Michelle Mancuso, and Jessi-
ca Pinto Lawrence. 
     That evening, at the reception in the school lobby, faculty 
members Peggy St. John, AFSC, and Kathleen Calder, 
AFSC, created a PowerPoint of memories.  Other faculty in 
attendance included past President William Hebert, AFSC, 
Cindy Newman, Francis Moises, Donna Pizanie, and Dr. 
Warren Caire, AFSC. 
 
Ms. Jessica M. Atwood 
Correspondent 
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DLS alums and faculty from 1992-93 gathered to celebrate the 

class’ 25-year reunion and the 25th anniversary of co-education. 

Valedictorian Gustavo De Paiva and Salutatorian Keiyada Sanford. 

     Here in Santa Fe, the two local Communities, the Christian Brothers at Saint Michael’s High School and the Hil-
ary House Community, are officially joining into one.  A joint Directorship has been set up, with Br. Brian Dyb-
owski and Br. Don Mouton holding those positions.  Now, the one community looks forward to what will be a new 
community house at some point in the future. 
     Br. Don and Br. Jim Brown will remain living in the duplex at this point.  Br. Ron Bartusiak is still living on the 
old College of Santa Fe Campus and may continue to do so as the City of Santa Fe continues to use his expertise.  
Santa Fe now owns the property and is working hard to find good uses for this very valuable asset. 
     Br. Don is doing presentations at the Santa Fe Institute of Spirituality that Br. Brian has been conducting for 
many years.  He also attended an online teaching “Boot Camp” at Lewis University in Romeoville June 4-8 and ob-
tained a Certificate of Achievement authorizing online teaching in the Blackboard format.  This is for courses com-
pletely online or blended courses combining online and on-site classes.  June 20-22, Br. Don traveled to Mont La 



 

Salle to represent the Saint Michael’s board of trustees at the summer Association of Board Chairs meeting. 
     Having completed his presentations for a class at Saint Michael’s during the school year, Br. Jim Brown also 
continues his Interfaith Campus Ministry work at Santa Fe Community College.  As far as his work at Saint 
Michael’s goes, he will see what might be worked out for next school year. 
 
Brother Jim Brown, FSC 
Correspondent 
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New Senior Living Community on Campus 
     A groundbreaking ceremony was held on Wednesday, 
May 9 on the Northeast corner of the Justin-Siena campus. 
We had a great gathering of Lasallian, school, and communi-
ty leaders including include Mayor Jill Techel, City Council 
members, Planning Commission members, and City staff. 
     In his remarks at the ceremony, Justin-Siena President Da-
vid Holquin provided some history as to the various develop-
ment activity on this land over the 51-year history of the 
school and cited the De La Salle Christian Brothers’ spirit of 
innovation and excellence and a long commitment to the Na-
pa community, having first arrived in Napa in the early 1900s 
with pioneering contributions to the winemaking industry. 
“Perhaps you’ve heard of the Christian Brothers wine or 
brandy or the legendary Napa winemaker Br. Timothy 
Diener?” he quizzed the gathered crowd. “It was fertile land, 
literally and figuratively, that brought the Brothers to Napa in 
the early part of the last century. They found success in work-
ing the land—turning grapes into wine—to fund expansion of 
their educational ministries, and they worked hearts to deliver 
a quality, Lasallian Catholic education regardless of ability to pay. It is in that same spirit of access to education that 
we partner with Oppidan and embark on this new journey.” 
     In welcoming the school’s newest neighbors, President Holquin also noted the Justin-Siena’s commitment to the 
Napa community from its very inception from serving the youth to graduating service-oriented citizens making sig-
nificant contributions in our local community and beyond. He continued, “Our motto at Justin-Siena is ‘Sempre 
Avanti’ meaning always forward, and so it is with the Christian Brothers’ signature sense of hospitality we welcome 
our newest neighbors and eagerly embark on a partnership that benefits not only the students of Justin-Siena, but 
also the greater Napa community. 
     Shovels were turned, and dirt was ceremoniously tossed to make way for a 173-unit senior housing project called 
Watermark on the northeast portion of our campus. Taking advantage of our blessing of acreage, this long-term land 
lease will go a long way in ensuring access to a Catholic, college-preparatory education for future generations of 
Braves, as is a main commitment of the De La Salle Christian Brothers. This development is a “win-win” for every-
one as Mayor Techel noted in her remarks. The citizens of Napa have shared their desire for a senior living option 
befitting the Napa Valley and Justin-Siena and the developers have listened. Oppidan Investment Company, a na-
tional property development firm headquartered in Excelsior, Minn., brought forth the idea of an innovative senior 
living community in Napa Valley, and the community is thrilled. 
     The Watermark at Napa Valley, a 195,000-square foot senior housing community, will be located on nearly 6 
acres of the Justin-Siena High School campus on Solano Avenue. The community will feature contemporary Cali-
fornia design and architecture, with influences of the rustic yet sophisticated French farmhouse style that invites a 
comfortable indoor/outdoor lifestyle. The community will offer 151 independent and assisted living apartments, as 
well as 22 residences specially designed for those who can benefit from a secure, residential-styled environment 
with cutting-edge memory care programming. 
     Floor plans range from studio suites to 2 bedroom residences. The campus, filled throughout with lush gardens 
and courtyards, will feature world-class common area amenities including a theater, chapel, library, clubrooms and a 
full-service spa. A wellness center, with indoor and outdoor spaces, will offer a rich variety of wellness, movement 
and exercise classes. 
     Even with the high-end features, extraordinary programming and exquisite setting, the calling card for this com-
munity will be its cuisine. Residents of The Watermark at Napa Valley will enjoy several dining venues, including a 
formal dining room with floor-to-ceiling sliding windows, a bistro, a wine bar and a coffee bar. Residents and their 
guests will enjoy chef-prepared, award-winning recipes by Rebecca Katz of Healing Kitchens. These selections fea-
turing locally sourced, healthy and tasty culinary creations will shatter preconceived notions and expectations of  

City, SFNO and school, dignitaries at the Watermark groundbreaking. 



 

cuisine in a retirement living setting. 
     “One of our core values at Oppidan is to enhance the lives of the people who live and work in the areas in which 
we develop,” said Joe Ryan, Oppidan CEO. “When the citizens of Napa expressed a need for extraordinary senior 
housing rather than a commercial-retail development, we happily came to the table with our ideas and possibilities. 
The Napa Valley residents were thrilled, and we are excited to share this monumental groundbreaking event with 
the public.” 
     The project’s general contractor is Deacon Construction, the civil engineer is RSA and architect is SmithGroup 

JJR. The building will be operated by Watermark Retirement 
Communities, a nationally-recognized innovator in senior 
living. The project is planned to open in the first quarter of 
2020. Watermark operates over 50 senior housing communi-
ties nationwide. 
     Justin-Siena’s vision for this partnership includes an edu-
cational component as well. President Holquin shared, “As 
educators, we see everything as a learning opportunity. With 
the new senior housing imagine one of our engineering stu-
dents talking with a resident who used to work for NASA 
Ames. Or our arts program sharing their talents, or one of the 
seniors rooting on OUR seniors on the football field. Having 
a senior residence in close proximity to our campus has many 
opportunities. In addition, it is our hope that the vibrancy of a 
high school will keep senior residents active and engaged. 
There is such synergy and learning potential for all!” 
 
Honors for Five-time Napa County Mock Trial Champs 
     At a special recognition ceremony held on May 24, Cali-
fornia State Senator Bill Dodd, a proud member of the Justin-
Siena Class of 1974, honored the hard work and achieve-

ments of the 2017-18 Mock Trial team who emerged as Napa County champions for the fifth consecutive year. 
     Rising team captains for the 2018-19 year, Dante Cavaz ’20 Juan Mora ’19 shared some remarks about what be-
ing a part of Mock Trial has meant to them. Dante described himself as a shy freshman, but said the opportunity to 
play the part of the witness has helped him gain confidence, and he is now looking forward to taking on a more lead-
ership role with the team. 
     At the state competition in Orange County, the team was awarded the J. Skelly Constitutional Advocacy Award 
for Defense Pre-Trial, Taylor Stiffler ’18, and Outstanding Witnesses Award for Defense Witness, Lauren Aubert 
’20. 
     Looking forward, according to senior team captain Juan Carlos Mora, Justin-Siena Mock Trial prepares for the 1-
on-1 Mock Trial World Championships in Los Angeles to take place in mid-July. In addition, Justin-Siena Mock 
Trial has a smaller, elite 14-person team of veterans that will take part in additional intensive competitions over the 
summer. The Gladiator World Championship takes about 40 students from around the world to compete as a De-
fense Attorney, Defense Witness, Prosecution Attorney, and Prosecution Witness. Students have roughly 3-4 weeks 
to prepare a Defense and Prosecution case. This elite team, being coined, “Omega Team,” will also be participating 
in Empire San Francisco: Battle of the Bay. This competition will take place in San Francisco in mid-October. Both 
Gladiator and Empire are completely new and different cases written by Bar Associations and Mock Trial Coach 
Veterans Thom Scher and Justin Bernstein.  
 
Ms. Eileen Mize 
Correspondent 

Senator Bill Dodd with the 2017-18 Mock Trial team. 
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A Lasallian Legacy 
     One day, Rory Collins ’18 stayed after school to help set up for an event. As he was moving chairs, one of the 
school’s administrators happened by. “Hello, Rory,” she said. “Thank you for helping.” As a student leader, Collins 
had met a lot of La Salle Prep’s bigwigs before. Still, he was impressed that Denise Leahy Jones – the school’s 
PRESIDENT  – knew who he was and went out of her way to talk to him.  
     “What struck me was seeing how regal she was, exuding a certain air of professionalism,” he said. “I’m taller 
than she is, but I felt I was looking up to her at the same time.” 
     The meeting illustrates how Jones has led La Salle Prep’s community as the school’s president for 15 years.  
     She smiles to students and staff as she walks down the school hallways. She cheers Falcon athletes from the side-
lines.  Every Christmas, she and Principal Andrew Kuffner write a personal note to each member of the staff.  



 

     “It’s important that you let people know that you see them,” said Jones, who will retire this year. “Everyone 
counts…everyone has a role and a purpose.”  
 
A critical time  
     Growing up in a big Catholic family in Southwest Portland, Jones thought her purpose was to be a doctor. She 
attended St. John Fisher Catholic School, and Wilson High, where she was a dancer, cheerleader, standout student, 
and a force on the speech and debate team. After graduating in 1977, she headed to the University of Oregon to 
study pre-med.  
     By the end of her freshman year she had a 3.65 grade point average. Good – but not good enough, she was told – 
to get into medical school. So she changed course and schools to pursue nursing. She graduated from the University 
of Portland and worked her way up from pediatric trauma nurse to management at what is now Randall Children’s 
Hospital at Legacy Emanuel.  
     She took a few years off to raise her three children, then returned to the workforce where she raised funds for 
Ronald McDonald Houses, then later sold and marketed luxury cars. When her older son, Robert, entered La Salle 

Prep, Jones started volunteering at the school. She was orga-
nized and enthusiastic – just the kind of person La Salle 
needed, thought Greg VanderZanden, who was president of 
the school at the time.  
     “She brought an intensity…” said VanderZanden. “She’s 
not going to let life happen to her. She’s going to go out and 
get something done. She should’ve been a middle lineback-
er.”  
     In 2001, VanderZanden hired Jones as the school’s first 
foundation director. She worked the phones, met prospective 
donors, and lobbied for La Salle. Jones did so well that when 
VanderZanden left La Salle to work for the Christian Broth-
ers, he encouraged her to apply for the presidency.  
     The school was at a critical juncture. Though its leaders 
had just raised $6 million to build a science wing and library, 
the 1960s-era campus was showing its age. The stadium’s 
grandstand creaked so much no one dared sit on it. Some 
classrooms were so cold that students kept their coats on all 
day 

     At the time, most of the world’s approximately 1,000 Lasallian schools were led by academics who had worked 
their way up from the classroom. Nearly every Lasallian school on the West Coast had a Christian Brother at the 
helm. In contrast, Jones was a woman whose background centered on clinical nursing, hospital administration, non-
profits, and marketing. She'd never even been a classroom teacher. But Jones loved La Salle, believed in its mission, 
and wanted as many students as possible to experience its transformative education.  
     Jones’ passion and faith came through during her job interview , said former La Salle Board of Trustee Joe Feltz 
’72, who remembers the afternoon Jones breezed into a meeting room, locked eyes with the hiring panel, and shared 
her vision.  
     “After she left everyone looked at each other and said ‘WOW,’” he said. “She kind of blew us away.” 
     In 2003, Jones became La Salle’s third president.  
 
Back to basics 
     Aware that she was new to academia, Jones took herself to school. She read education periodicals, and studied 
pedagogy. She talked to administrators and teachers, and visited classes. 
     “She sits and smiles” during her classroom visits, said Spanish teacher Lisa Moran. “You feel that affirmation 
that ‘I must be doing something right.’” 
     The more time she spent at La Salle, the more Jones noticed the similarities between education and nursing.  
     “You are presented with symptoms and data and you have to figure it out and you have to do it fast,” she said. 
“You’re thinking quickly.”  
     She also was quickly learning how La Salle looked to everyone else. As one of the younger Catholic schools in 
the Portland area, La Salle was lesser known, and in some quarters, not considered as rigorous as its counterparts. So 
Jones set out to polish La Salle’s image, boost its reputation, and increase its enrollment – all while making it more 
accessible. 
     “She recognized what La Salle could and would be,” said Father William Beauchamp, a former president of the 
University of Portland and a former member of La Salle’s Board of Trustees. “She wasn’t afraid to challenge things 
if she thought there was a better way to make it a better high school.”  
     Jones embraced the Trustees' proposal to change the school’s name from La Salle High School to La Salle Catho-
lic College Preparatory  to reflect that La Salle was both Catholic and a place that prepared young people for the 
world. She invested in the staff by hosting on-campus professional development workshops. She rooted for students 

Denise Jones, La Salle Prep president 2003-2018. 
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in sports and onstage,  and publicly praised individuals during meetings. 
     “No matter who you were…she made sure you were seen,” said Andrea Burns ‘97, vice president of La Salle’s 
foundation and major gifts. 
      Jones tackled economic challenges too. A short time into her term, the recession hit. Though many Catholic 
schools struggled, La Salle Prep grew. During her tenure, the school got a new track and field, a new chapel, a new 
fitness center, a new entrance, and a new grandstand everyone could sit on without worry. That was in large part, 
Jones said, because of Chief Financial Officer Matthew Winningham, whom she credits for managing the school’s 
budget and developing the financial aid system that helps more students than ever.  
     Today La Salle annually educates 700 students, 18 percent more than when Jones started. Over that same period, 
the number of students receiving financial assistance grew from 114 to 399, and total aid rose from $371,320 to $2.3 
million.  
     But not everyone felt seen and heard 
     In 2008, La Salle’s leaders received a letter from a couple in Vancouver, Wash. The couple’s son had not been 
accepted to La Salle. They wondered why an institution dedicated to forming the “whole child” would deny a stu-
dent because of his struggles in the classroom.  
     Is academic prowess, they asked, “a prerequisite for Christian witnessing and service to others?”  
     Jones knew she didn't have a good answer. But she knew what she had to do.  
     About three years later, La Salle opened Signum Fidei (Signs of Faith), a pathway that students with learning 
challenges could follow. Seven enrolled that year.  
     “She was intent on bringing all kinds of kids into that school,” said former La Salle principal Tom Dudley, who 
also championed the program. “Everyone belongs.”  
     In addition to promoting Signum Fidei, Jones and the faculty launched a Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math program, strengthened La Salle’s AP offerings, and turned La Salle into a school where students learned via 
iPads as well as books. On Jones’ watch, La Salle offered students more opportunities to live out the Lasallian prin-
ciples of respecting all others, showing faith in the presence of God, and reaching out to the poor.  
     As the public face of La Salle Prep, Jones shared the story of the school and its patron saint. She cemented rela-
tionships with donors, including the Oregon philanthropist who gave$2.5 million – the largest gift in the school’s 
history. 
     “A lot of people have good vision but don’t have good implementation, and a lot of people have good implemen-
tation but no vision,” said Al Burns ‘73, a former member of La Salle’s Board of Trustees. “Denise has both.”  
     Even Brother Alvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, the 26th Superior General of the Institute of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools in Rome, took notice of Jones. During a 2011 visit to the U.S., he came to La Salle “to meet this 
woman president I have heard about.”  
     Jones also went to bat for Lasallians behind the scenes. She called the president of the University of Portland to 
vouch for a student who needed financial aid. When staffers brought their babies to visit, she  went into nurse mode 
and checked each infant from stem to stern. 
     “She has a willingness to take care of people because it’s the right thing to do,” said Principal Andrew Kuffner.  
     When things went well, Jones gave credit to those who made those things happen. When things didn’t, she 
looked in the mirror. 
     Jones’ last day as La Salle’s president will be June 30, 2018. She said she’ll spend the next year doting on her 
grandchildren, traveling with her husband, spending time with her father, and contemplating her next stop. 
     VanderZanden, who first saw and hired Jones nearly 20 years ago, has faith she’ll wind up just where she’s sup-
posed to be.  
     “I think a lot of it is providence,” he said. “God has a way of putting people where they are, and he gave us Denise.” 

 
Connecting Over Coffee 
     Café Justo opened at La Salle Prep this spring, selling 
coffee drinks to support Mexican growers and raising 
money for scholarships. Located in the former school 
store on the edge of the school cafeteria, the cafe is open 
before classes most Fridays of the school year. Featured 
drinks include El Otro Latte, Sister Jodi Mocha, and 
Chiapas Cold Brew. Prices start at $1.75.  
     The student-run shop buys its coffee from Café Justo, 
a coffee growers’ co-op based in Chiapas, Mexico. Stu-
dents work in the shop for free, channeling proceeds and 
tips to a scholarship fund. "I want this shop to symbolize 
fair trade and justice for everyone," said barista Lenora 
Mathis '19. "I hope it can bring together the La Salle 
community while also connecting us to other parts of the 
world."  
     The idea to open a coffee shop at La Salle Prep has 

The Café Justo crew raises La Salle Prep spirits and awareness. 
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been brewing more than a year. Graduates Emma Ly ’17 and Christian Reyes ’17 came up with the idea while on La 
Salle’s 2016 U.S.-Mexico Border Immersion trip, during which they visited the Café Justo headquarters. 
     Reyes, who now studies at the University of California-Berkeley, says he and Ly wanted to support the co-op and 
help other students go on mind-opening immersion trips. So they applied for a La Salle Dare to Dream innovation 
grant to open a coffee shop at school, buy from Café Justo, and put earnings toward immersion trip scholarships. 
They winked at the Lasallian motto, "Enter to learn. Leave to serve.", by calling their proposal, "Enter to learn. 
Leave to serve coffee."  
     After getting a grant for $8,000, Ly and Reyes researched machines, scouted Pinterest for recipes, and, just be-
fore they left for college, handed off the project to Mathis and Brigid Hanley '19.  
     With staff and parent help, Mathis and Hanley installed a coffee machine in the former school store. They took a 
barista class, hired student workers, and opened in May. Ly, now at the University of Oregon, says the enterprise is 
an example of how La Salle students can – and should – dream to make a difference.  
     “Do something,” she said. 
 
Lisa Daniels 
Correspondent 

     La Salle High School graduated 146 seniors at its 59th Commencement on Friday evening, May 25, 2018.    
Commencement Exercises took place at the First Church of the Nazarene, next door to the school.  

     Isabella Marez, magna cum laude, gave the Welcome 
Address and Mary Harmon, summa cum laude, was cho-
sen by the Faculty Commencement Committee for the 
honor of delivering the Commencement Address.  
     Cristina De La Cruz, summa cum laude, received the 
General Excellence Award for the highest cumulative 
grade point average in the class. She also received the 
Scholar Award for Liberal Arts. This fall, Cristina will 
attend Stanford University 
     Samuel Christopher, summa cum laude received the 
General Merit Award for the second highest cumulative 
grade point average in the class. He also received the 
Scholar Award for Visual and Performing Arts and Math-
ematics and Science. Samuel will attend Yale University 
in the fall.  
     Ethan Patrick and Julia Macabuhay received the Broth-
er Celestine, FSC - Excellence in Athletics and Sports-
manship Award. Melody Griffith received the De La Salle 
Service Award for academics, leadership and service to 
others. Mary Harmon received the Pro Deo et Patria 

Award for service to God, her community and her class.  
     Jeffrey Daley and Ashley Mayo received the San Francisco New Orleans District Provincial’s Lasallian Leader-
ship Award. 
     Ninety-seven percent of La Salle’s graduating class will attend colleges or universities in the fall and 89% of the 
class will matriculate to four-year institutions in 20 states and the District of Columbia. 
 
Mr. John Blackstock 
Correspondent 

The La Salle High School Class of 2018. 
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Summer Events, 1: Our annual retreat 
     Our annual Russian River convocation took place this month June 19-26. It was an excellent time to meet the 
other members in the group and renew old acquaintances.  A great time to relax, decompress, and meditate.  
 
Summer Events, 2: Our annual picnic at Mont La Salle 
     Our annual picnic at Mont La Salle will be on Saturday, July 7.  Members of the group and their families and 
friends bring picnic lunches to the grove at Mont La Salle. Registration starts at 10 AM.  The welcome, the opening 
prayer, and grace will be at 11 AM.   



 

     Our picnic coordinators are Brad Francis and Joe 
Sperske. Here are Joe’s thoughts about the day: “Our Les 
Amis group continues to welcome the reconnection with 
our old friends and classmates. Each year we are visited 
by some old friends that have not attended one of our 
functions. We urge you to join us for this day of spiritual 
and emotional renewal.  
     “The beauty of Mont La Salle and the fellowship that 
we continue to share is hard to beat. Because of the spe-
cial bond that we all shared, this reunion is like no other. 
We guarantee that you will leave this event with a sense 
of peace and happiness.” 
     We will have a silent auction during the picnic. Les 
Amis members will bring a nice bottle of wine or some 
special item to be included in the auction. The proceeds 
from the auction go to the Lasallian Christian Brothers 
Foundation: we are looking forward to spirited bidding. 

     We invite all the Brothers living at Mont La Salle to join us in the afternoon: the highlight of the day is this op-
portunity to see our old friends and confreres.  
 
Mr. Michael Tscheekar 
Correspondent 

Les Amis at their Russian River retreat in 2008. 
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Community Ministry 
     Aside from the individual ministries of each Brother, internal as well as external, our group commitment to hospitality 
involves us on many levels to be supportive of groups and individuals committed to the over-all functioning of the District. 
     As a community we make ourselves available to join various groups for social/dinner who are using the Confer-
ence Center.  These groups include the Directors’ Association; the Presidents and Principals as the DCAA; the new 
Board members who are here for their training sessions; and the District Leadership Team for their meetings.  
Again, the benefit is mutual for both the community’s involvement in the life of the District as well the individuals 
visiting often get insights into District history and lore – often under the rubric of “Irish midrash”! 
     This ministry has included, over the last three months, the individual friends and relatives of the Brothers who 
join us for our shared prayer on the Sunday gospel which takes place on Fridays, followed by the special dinner in 
our community dining room provided by one of the chefs from the Conference Center staff.  These are most enjoyable 
evenings for both the guests and ourselves!  Included in this recent time period have been:  Sister Dolores Montini, 
AFSC, to celebrate her retirement from Saint Mary’s College;  Carole Swain and Sally Jamison, to celebrate Car-
ole’s retirement; relatives of Br. George Van Grieken, to celebrate his birthday; relatives of Br. John O’Neill, to visit 
him and enjoy Mont La Salle;  Monsignor Bob Sheeran, retired President of Seton Hall University – New Jersey and 
present chaplain of Marin Catholic High School.  We learn a great deal during these encounters and our guests seem 
to have a grand time getting to know the Brothers in a whole new context. 
     We had a special opportunity to extend community hospitality with the stay of Brother Patrick Moore. While his 
reason to visit included a further examination of a serious health challenge which was limiting his mobility, the time 
with us was both successful in arriving at a plan to address this physical problem though the medical assistance of 
Queen of the Valley staff and resulted in the decision for him to return to the District after his many years of minis-
try in Great Britain. We look forward to having him back in July to begin his settling into Saint Mary’s College. 
 
Other Celebrations 
     As a community, we have also been very involved in the celebration of significant liturgical events during this 
past three-month segment, including Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday.  The Holy Week retreat and 
Easter Vigil provided some extended time for prayer, reflection and discussion of the District’s on-going theme of 
consecration’s expression in mission and community.  We appreciate the District’s Leadership Team putting empha-
sis and providing structures for such celebrations. This year‘s celebrations of District Day in the different locations 
resulted in great opportunities to celebrate jubilees and have exchanges on our experience of consecration. The Affiliation 
of Ted Tsukahara provided one more way in which to reflect on and celebrate our extended sense of “association.” 
     We wish all in the District joy and rest/recreation in the months of summer and prayers for all your intentions. 
 
Brother Mark Murphy, FSC 
Correspondent 



 

     During the summer months the McKeon Pavilion (College exhibition gymnasium) is undergoing necessary re-
modeling in light of basketball popularity for both men and women, as well as for other sports.  The refurbished 
Rugby Field was well used this year which included an SMC win over U.C., Berkeley.   
     Newly appointed Academic Provost Margaret Kasimatis, Ph.D. (Psychology) delivered her first official address 
to faculty following dessert, at the Faculty End-Of-The- Year Dinner on May 18, 2018.  She is a graduate of Loyola 
Marymount University, Class of 1985.  Her doctorate is from Purdue University, 1992.  She served as Vice Provost 
and Associate Provost at Loyola Marymount University from 2012 to 2017.  Her address was indicative of her per-
ception of the College curriculum, her positive attitude, acquaintance with fundamental academic issues, her sense 
of humor and graciousness.  Faculty look forward with hope to the future.   Since the University of California is a 
short distance from the College, consistent quality education is imperative. 
     During the past year the San Francisco-New Orleans District decided to place what has been called 
Camp La Salle, located near Huntington Lake in the High Sierras, up for sale.  The reason being that 
the camp has been under-utilized by the Brothers, even though some use has been valued by groups of Brothers’ rel-
atives and groups from Saint Mary’s College, e.g. The Massa Institute, an organization founded to enhance the 
teaching methods employed in the College seminar program.   Though the camp was put up for sale, the property is 
that of the U. S. Government and overseen by the U.S. Forest Service, and thus the sale consists of the buildings and 
use of the property with the approval of the U. S. Forest Service.  A purchaser is currently in line.  Thus, Brother 
Christopher Donnelly will spend a portion of the summer with the new tenants acquainting them with the intrica-
cies of using the camp in both summer and winter.  Since Brother Chris is also the Fire Chief of the Huntington 
Lake Fire Department he will be conducting an intensive training and upgrading program from June 5th to 7th for the 
Department.  He will also run the “last camps” for interested Brothers and other  Brother-related groups,  as well as 
a short time for the new proprietors. 
     Brother Richard Lemberg, Saint Mary’s College Research Librarian, will travel to Kentucky in early June to 
visit family members.  He also plans to spend a few nostalgic days at Camp La Salle in June as the “last enchanting 
chance” before it is turned over to the new tenants.  In July he will continue his role as Director of the Brothers’ 
Camp on the Russian River, CA.   Shortly thereafter he will fly to the Twin Cities to attend the annual meeting of 
the National Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi.  Brother Richard is to be commended for establishing a chapter of 
Phi Kappa Phi at Saint Mary’s College.   Its first formal induction of 186 Saint Mary’s students and former stu-
dents, with appropriate pomp and circumstance, was conducted in the Spring Semester, 2018.  Brothers Raphael 
Patton and Kenneth Cardwell, two former honor students, were also inducted. 
     An original musical creation by Brother Martin Yribarren, entitled Missa La Sann will be featured    
during the 100th Anniversary of the Brothers’ educational work in Louisiana, to be held during the last week in June 
in New Orleans.  Brother Martin is an accomplished organist whose doctorate in music (Univ. of Southern Califor-
nia) centered on music for the organ.   Following this expression of both devotion and art, Brother Martin will return 
to Moraga to concentrate on readings for next semester for the Integral Program, a liberal arts curriculum that incor-
porates the Great Books using an educational technique in the challenging seminar program. 
     Brother Thomas Jones, Director, plans on making a one week “private retreat” in Santa Fe, New Mexico in 
early June.  This uplifting exercise will precede the celebration of his mother’s 95th birthday!  Mrs. Jones is a resi-
dent at Mont La Salle and is known for her wise insights surrounded as she is with numerous wise men.  She is also 
a stylish dresser.   Brother Thomas will be planning for three additional community members, namely Brother Pat-
rick Moore, who returns to Saint Mary’s after a long stay in England and most recently as Scholar-in-Residence at  
Sarum College in Salisbury, Wiltshire; Brother Christopher Brady, who has been on special assignment in Santa Fe 
in overseeing a housing project for the older Brothers, and Brother Ronald Gallagher, former President of the Col-
lege, who will join the English Department (Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from University of Washington) and 
who has been on special assignment at Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory in San Francisco.     
      Father Thomas McElligott, Ph.D. will be attending the Catholic Theological Society’s annual meeting in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, from June 7th to 10th with special emphasis on areas highlighting Spirituality. 
He will take flight to Ireland on June 25th and returning July 17th.  Father McElligott enjoys his many native Irish 
relatives and they appreciate his presence, and when called upon, to offer liturgical blessings on family and friends.  
Father Tom is devoted to analyzing dramatic performances in terms of their meaning and hopes to relish the San 
Francisco Opera performance of Wagner’s Der Ring des Nibelungen, or in more colloquial terms, “The Ring Cy-
cle”.   In his free-time he is reading for the second time, Milton’s Paradise Lost and finds pursuing the ambiguities 
of the text an intellectual challenge, not unlike investigating the pursuit of life’s mysterious conundrums. 
     Rhetorician Brother Kenneth Cardwell will be attending the last official Brothers’ week at Camp La Salle 
June 26-29, reinforcing pleasant memories of happy days in the High Sierras.  He will then enjoy the 
last Camp La Salle Massa Institute engaging in discussion with College seminar tutors from July 17th to the 20th.  In 
moments of free-time Brother Kenneth attends to his 95 year old mother’s well- being.  She has survived well, but 
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memory is now diminishing at a more noticeable pace.   During his moments devoted to his academic inclinations, 
he is working on three articles on the Gospel of Saint Mark.  His book on the same topic is being reviewed by schol-
arly exegetes in view of possible publication.  Brother 
Kenneth was also inducted into the College Chapter of Phi Kappa Phi, the College Honor Society when the chapter 
was introduced to the College in 2018.   
     Brother Mel Anderson will accompany old friend and alumnus Francis Avila, Ph.D. (Political Science), to Ash-
land, Oregon, from June 21st to 23rd, to enjoy Shakespeare’s Othello and Love’s Labor’s Lost.  Ashland also offers 
quaint shopping opportunities and imaginative cuisine.  Brother Mel is working to improve the Collegiate Seminar 
Program which is required of all undergraduates, and looking to the future of the College in light of the diminish-
ment of the number of Brothers contributing to its Liberal Arts and Catholic Mission. 
     He will celebrate, God willing, his 90th Birthday dinner on September 28th in San Francisco arranged by alumnus 
Brian Stephens, CEO of Conference Direct in conjunction with other alumni and friends at the Fairmont Hotel on 
Nob Hill.  A more casual garden luncheon will be celebrated on campus at a later date.   
     Summer teaching in June on the meaning of the Psalms (in Spanish) at a Jesuit institution in Lima, Peru, is 
Brother Mark McVann, Ph.D., who will then attend his District Convocation and renew family ties in July.  
Brother Mark is a man on the move who already has his ticket for Mexico where he will spend the Christmas holidays. 
     The members of the Class of 1968, La Salle High School, Pasadena, California were delighted with the presence 
of Brother Raphael Patton, FSC, Ph.D. for the Fiftieth Class Reunion Celebration that took place in conjunction 
with the Annual Award Presentations for the Class of 2018. The entire event evoked remarks such as “it was a well-
organized and elegant occasion,” from Brother Raphael.   At home he submitted an article to the College Mathemat-
ics Journal and is working to complete the biography of Architect John Donovan, AIA, who was the designer of the 
College campus and buildings of 1928.  Donovan was architect for many schools in California and elsewhere as 
well as the designer of adjustable classroom windows that bear his name.  Brother Raphael will also continue pro-
ducing the Ordo, the liturgical calendar, for the San Francisco New Orleans District.  There are 950 Brothers and 
Affiliated Members from the District listed among the deceased in the Ordo.  He was also inducted into the Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society along with Brother Kenneth Cardwell, when the honor society chapter was introduced 
to the College in 2018. 
     Brother Glenn Bolton is a man on the move this summer beginning with a short trip to Los Angeles, June 2nd to
-10th, to act as co-chair of the Pacific Coast Association of Pre-Law Advisors Conference. Included are visits to all 
Law Schools in the Los Angeles area.  Beginning June 16th he will be in New Haven, CT, for the North East Associ-
ation of Pre-Law Advisors to present a paper.  A visit to Yale Law School is part of the CT plan.  He will then return 
to Moraga for the wedding of two SMC alumni on June 23rd.  A few days later he moves East to be with the Broth-
ers’ Community at La Salle Academy (2nd Street, NYC) to visit several graduate schools and begin to enjoy some 
vacation time in the Big Apple followed by a jubilee trip to Rome and Milan July 4th to 16th.  He then hopes to hear 
Brother Martin’s original Mass as part of the Brothers’ 100 Year celebration in New Orleans (July 25-31).  Then off 
to London to house-sit for an SMC alumnus and engage in some research at the British Museum. Upon completing 
his duties this year for the Pacific Coast Pre-Law Advisors Conference, he travels to Portland, OR, (Aug. 1st to 11th) 
to set up the June 2019 Conference.   
 
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
Correspondent 

Panthers Forever 
     The 147 members of Saint Mary's 155th graduating class celebrat-
ed with a full weekend of commencement activities in early June. 
The annual "Presentation of the Seniors to the Student Body" fol-
lowed a Senior Breakfast on campus on Friday, June 1. The class 
gathered at the campus Cross for a celebratory photo, then headed to 
Great America theme park in Santa Clara, California.  On June 2, 
seniors and their parents were joined by members of the Class of 
1968, Brother Mel Anderson, FSC, and Mr. Thomas Brady – their 
high school principal and vice-principal, who are themselves Saint 
Mary’s alumni – at a Baccalaureate Mass in the school auditorium. 
The Golden Grads  enjoyed a 50-year reunion dinner after the litur-
gy, then joined the seniors for the June 3 graduation ceremony at 
Zellerbach Hall on the U.C. Berkeley campus. The Saint Mary's web 
site home page features videos of the weekend's events.   The SMCHS Class of 2018. 
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     The Class of 2018 has been accepted to more than 180 colleges and universities, including all nine campuses of 
the University of California. 
 
Saying Goodbye 
     With the end of the school year on June 7 came a number 
of farewells to faculty, staff, and trustees. Dr. Fiona Doyle, 
Chair, and Ken Jackson '71 are each concluding six years of 
service on the school's Board of Trustees.  Dr. Doyle led the 
school this past year in its President Search.  Retiring from 
Saint Mary's are Brother Edmond Larouche, FSC '66, Presi-
dent (21 years), Visual and Performing Arts faculty member 
Antone Olivier '70 (42 years), and staff members Linda Lau-
fenberg Yaris (22 years) and Lee Ouellette (12 years). Also 
leaving Saint Mary's are faculty members Jeff Mihaly (21 
years), Kate Long (16 years), Aziza Baker '09, Allyson 
Wood, Kelsey Holtzinger, and Francisco Bareno. Saint 
Mary's extends deepest appreciation and best wishes to them 
all. Panthers Forever! 
 
Lasallian Honors 
     Founder’s Day celebrations on May 18 included the 
awarding of two special annual honors to two very deserving 
members of the community.  Mr. Gonzalo Martinez, Alumni Dad and the school’s devoted Maintenance Supervisor 
since 1999, was named Lasallian Educator of the Year, and Senior Olivya Conner, LSL student body officer, Jazz 
musician and vocalist, and Class Valedictorian, received the Lasallian Student of the Year award.  At graduation, 
Olivya also received the school’s De La Salle award for Religious Studies and the Gaudium et Spes Award for Service.  
 
Around the Campus 
     On March 22, Class of 2006 alumnus Bobby Murphy, co-founder of Snapchat, visited campus and spoke to the 
school's Business Club and a classroom full of interested students and faculty.  The annual CASE Studies College 
Admissions Workshop for junior families from Saint Mary's and five Bay Area private schools was again hosted on 
campus in April.  Ninety-three college admissions representatives from around the country participated, along with 
more than 400 students and parents.  The event gives high school juniors a first-hand look at how college applica-
tions work.   
     Lenten and Easter Season drives on campus enjoyed great success.  Ninety-five pounds of travel-sized toiletries 
were collected for the local Saint Vincent de Paul Society.  Saint Mary's drive for the Alameda County Communi-
ty Food Bank raised $2,650, which was matched for a total of $5,300. With $7.00 buying power to every $1.00 
raised, the funds provided more than $37,000 in food items purchasing power.  The annual Spring Red Cross Blood 
Drive was also a huge success, and the school community collected hundreds of pounds of used books to donate to 
the Berkeley-based Prisoners Literature Project that has provided free books to prisoners for more than thirty years. 
     Saint Mary’s Performing Arts, under the direction of Mr. Antone Olivier in his final production before retire-
ment, wowed audiences at five April performances of the “creepy, kooky, mysterious, spooky” and very comical     

Addams Family Musical in the school auditorium.  Spring 
Music and Dance concerts and a Student Art Show  followed 
in May. 
     Saint Mary’s Panthers had a stellar Spring season (click to 
view the Athletics web page), punctuated by terrific Track & 
Field performances in late May and early June.  In what was 
her final North Coast Section Meet of Champions, senior 
Kali Hatcher won three individual events and powered her 
4×400 relay team to a huge win to capture her fourth gold 
medal and lead the Panthers to a second consecutive open 
division championship.  After winning the triple jump, Kali 
then won the long jump and 300 hurdles before anchoring the 
victorious 4 x 400 team.  Super sophomore Malcolm 
Clemons soared above and beyond all his competitors before 
landing 25’1″ from where he began to capture the state long 
jump championship on June 2.  Malcolm jumped in excess of 
24’1″ on all six of his jumps, each of which would have won 
the competition.  The 25’1″ winner was not only the best in A scene from Performing Arts’ production of the Addams Family Musical. 

Students loading donations to the Prisoners Literature Project. 

PAGE 17 

http://www.saintmaryschs.org/athletics/test-iframe-page/
http://www.saintmaryschs.org/athletics/test-iframe-page/


 

California this year, but now stands as the #2 jump in the 
United States this year and the second best jump ever for a 
sophomore in the state of California.   
 
Chapel Art Installed 
     A much-anticipated large, vibrant mural was recently in-
stalled on the north wall of the new Student Chapel, which 
opened in April.  It is comprised of colorful prints of paint-
ings by French contemporary artist Jean-Marie Pirot, known 
as Arcabas, renowned for his works in religious institutions in 
France, Germany, Mexico, Canada, and the United States. 
Each print depicts an event in Mary’s life taken from scrip-
ture:  the Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity, the Wedding at 
Cana, Crucifixion, Descent from the Cross, and Pentecost.  
The floor at the entrance to the new chapel is inscribed with 
the centuries-old Lasallian prayer:  "Let us remember that we 
are in the holy presence of God."  

 
Thank You, Brother Edmond 
     Brother Edmond Larouche, FSC '66 will retire from Saint Mary's on June 30 after serving as Saint Mary's Presi-
dent since 1997.  Senior Katie Woelffer '18 expressed well in her Senior Project the care for the school and the stu-
dents that has been the hallmark of Brother's twenty-one years at Saint Mary's:  "When you think of Broth-
er Edmond, the first thing that may come to mind is his presence at the steps of Saint Joseph's Hall where he is often 
found talking to students and teachers at break.  You may also think of the way he greets every student in the hall-
way, or the way he cheers for students at both sporting events and performing arts events.  Over-
all, Brother Edmond's joyful spirit makes a daily impact on the Saint Mary's community.  In addition to overseeing 
and organizing the physical transformation of the Saint Mary's campus, Brother Edmond has been an exception-
al mentor to us all.  Brother Edmond constantly inspires both students and faculty.  Essentially, he is the kind, ac-
cepting, and wise force that keeps the Saint Mary's community grounded."  Best wishes, Brother!   
 
Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman 
Correspondent 

A view of the mural in the new Student Chapel. 
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Brothers’ Community News 
 
     On March 26, Bro. George Hetzel enjoyed a visit from his nephew, Mark Burch, his wife Karen, and their 
golden Labrador, Hawkeye.  After completing their Doctorates in English at UT Austin, they have lived in Austin, 
TX, but now they are retired are visiting New Mexico with the idea of relocating here where life is more leisurely 
than in a city environment.  He also had a visit from a former student, Brendan Lally, who is a ship’s captain living 
in Florida but who was in Santa Fe to visit his son and family.  In addition to being licensed as a captain, he contin-
ues to use what he learned in his Education classes at the College of Santa Fe to teach prospective captains as well.  
His son, Bart, is a hospitalist at St. Vincent’s where he provided care for Bro. Brian Dybowski when he needed 
hospital therapy shortly after his cancer diagnosis. 
     Bro. Jerome Cox returned from his trip West to join us for Holy Week.  Also, Scott Smetzger came a few days 
early to help Bro. Tom Daigle prepare for his move to Napa.  As a bonus, he got in some fly fishing in the Pecos 
River.  On Easter Monday, Mary Kelly arrived to assure Bro. Tom had a clean bill of health to travel and the three 
left on April 4.  Bro. Mariano Lopez also stopped by while on Spring Break from Cathedral in El Paso.  
     Beginnings of the renovations of the Brothers’ Residence area began the week of April 16 with demolition of the 
traffic circle the center of which was so large that traffic was sometimes prevented from flowing if someone had 
parked a little far from the curb.  That was completed quickly, and the area now is readily accessible, even to the 
large trucks which empty the dumpster. 
     Retreat on April 20-21 brought Bro. Wayne Fitzgerald to make the presentations to us.  Unfortunately, his visit 
coincided with some of the worst winds in recent years, so Santa Fe was not its more usual welcoming place.  In-
deed, the winds were so bad that a cherry-picker truck from the local electric utility had to be brought in to stabilize 
a power pole which was tilted by the gale.  Fortunately, there was no loss of power. 
     District Day in April brought visitors including Brothers Tim Coldwell, General Councilor; Donald Johanson, 



 

Visitor; and James Joost, Auxiliary Visitor, as well as a number of Brothers from other areas of the District.     
Having all together and receiving the information provided made for a pleasant and useful day. 
     Also visiting were Bro. James’ brothers, Charles and Nick.  Unfortunately, their visit was slightly marred by 
one having to have dialysis while they were here.  More recently, Brother heard that one of them has heart surgery 
on June 14.  Your prayers for him are appreciated! 
     After his retreat in the Monastery of Christ in the Desert in Abiquiu, Fr. Leo paid us a short visit on his way back 
to his parish in California. 
     Bro. Ronald Bartusiak is in a kind of transition from the old College campus to joining us here; thus, he had to 
come here to get the clothes he needed for the gathering of the Antique Car Club on May 26.  It will be a big change 
for him to leave the campus where he has served for more than half a century when it finally closes.  He has been 
asked to remain on campus longer than he anticipated due to the theft of some computers.  That necessitated his  
having to change most of the locks on campus! 
     The process of finding land and building a Brothers’ residence which meets the code for housing the elderly con-
tinues apace.  Bro. Chris Brady pursues the project with multiple meetings and provides updates to the Brothers on 
at least a monthly basis.  The latest update noted that the prospective location across Botulph Road was being replaced by 
one across Siringo Road from the school and somewhat to the west of it.  Brother assured us that we can all rest easy 
where we are for yet awhile as the project moves forward.  Bro. Chris has been traveling to Covington for a Board 
meeting and then to Napa, so he has been busy elsewhere as well as here.  He has now completed his tasks here and 
left for California on June 17, so he will not be able to see his work to fruition.  Perhaps he will be able to visit once 
the new residence is complete.  We are most grateful for his efforts in getting the project off to an excellent start! 
     Bro. Brian continues to improve in his recovery and is more comfortable as he prepares for his presentations for 
the summer session of the Spirituality Institute which began on 10 June.  Bro. Ricardo Palacio prepared new signage 
and is providing the coordination for the various events.  Bro. Brian was able to walk to the school for the opening 
session, in robe, and without cane.  Your prayers for him, and for the success of the Institute, are much appreciated! 
     After a break from tutoring after spring session at Santa Fe Community College, Bro. Fred Van Haaften has 
returned to his Tuesday and Thursday afternoon work during summer sessions.  Bro. Joe Haras also has a break 
from tutoring at the local elementary schools, but he continues his volunteer work at the hospital and Salvation Army.  
Bro. Bill Hughes joins him for the latter service. 
     Santa Fe is living up to its designation as being in the upper Sonoran desert.  Temperatures have been higher than 
average for months while precipitation has been almost non-existent.  The heat and drought, and the fact that water 
service to the back area has been unavailable for quite awhile, make a good part of the yard look quite like a desert 
with its denizens – rabbits, gophers, ground squirrels, prairie dogs, and possibly a pack rat!  No rattlesnakes or scor-
pions have been spied – yet.  Perhaps the move to a new residence is providential in more ways than one!  The 
weather makes is more difficult for Bro. Martin Swonke to maintain his garden, and he has restricted its size and 
moved quite a few plants into pots in the patio where water is readily available and he doesn’t have to worry about 
falling from stepping in gopher holes.   
 
Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 
 
School News      
 
     As we look back at the beginning and then spring forward to the 
end of the school year, there are many things to reflect upon and say, 
“Thank you, Lord, for all the blessings...” From our newly accepted 
7th graders to the graduating seniors, this end of year reflection is 
written with gratitude.  We give thanks for those in the St. Mike’s 
community who gave of their time and talents in helping feed the 
homeless, sort food at the Food Depot, organize book drives for the 
city Book Fair, donate blood, clean the river area, sponsor The Empty 
Bowl dinner, or for just extending a random act of kindness to local 
elementary school teachers, firefighters, police, etc. ...just to name a 
few. Through all of these opportunities, we see eyes and hearts 
opened as they share God’s presence with others.  
     In addition, we are grateful for the blessings the Holy Spirit be-
stowed upon many of students being confirmed in their local parish-
es. We give thanks to Our Heavenly Father for the servant leadership 
of student campus ministers guiding us throughout the year and for 
the sounds of song and praise from Choral Arts, guitar class, orchestra 
and band. We are grateful for the generosity of those giving to the 

Graduation joy in front of Saint Francis Cathedral. 
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Rice Bowl and Twinning because deep down they know it is more 
than just giving money but planting seeds of hope.   
     And finally, we say a very special prayer of thanksgiving for our 
seniors.  Year after year, it is so special to celebrate the Baccalaureate 
Mass and Commencement at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of 
Assisi.  As we recall moments from this year, the St. Michael’s com-
munity expresses gratitude and praise as joy runs over in celebrating 
all our students as they move forward on their journeys of education, 
spirit and life.  Congratulations graduating seniors! Below is a look at 
some senior recognitions. 
 
Valedictorian: Astrid Giblin 
Salutatorian: Eva Canby 
Lasallian Provincial’s Award: Monique Lopez and Thomas Serrano 
Charles Cocoa Maxwell Jr. Memorial Scholarship: Lauren Naranjo 
and Lauren Chafins. 
Elks Outstanding Students: Gillian McMahon and David Mignardot 
Knights of Columbus Outstanding Catholic High School Boy: Antonio Gabaldon 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Distinguished Disciples: Matthew Legits and Claudia Noedel 
 
     As we said goodbye to the seniors, we look with hope to the upcoming seniors as the light of faith and leadership 
is passed from the class of 2018 to the class of 2019. God is good and his presence lives forever in our hearts. God 

speed and blessings to the Class of 2018.  We are grateful for your example of living 
out the Lasallian mission.  Although the halls may be quiet, the school is as busy as ever 
as the custodial staff preps the building for the new school year and we open our doors 
and welcome the youth of Santa Fe as they come to participate in Camp Horsemen, our 
summer athletic and academic camps. In addition, Br. Brian Dybowski’s Spirituality 
Institute is going strong as it continues to enlighten the spirits of the participants. There 
really is no better place to spend a summer!  
     And, one final goodbye to veteran science teacher, Marigene Ficke, AFSC.  Thank 
you for your 42 years of dedication to “teaching minds and touching hearts” of all the 
students entrusted to your care over the years.  You are a living example and inspiration 
for all.  As you have blessed many with your teaching and passion for Lasallian Educa-
tion, may God’s blessings be bestowed upon you as you venture forward. Live Jesus in 
our hearts forever!  
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, FSC 
Correspondent 

Students take a break during their river cleanup day. 

Marigene Ficke, AFSC 
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Brothers’ Community News 
 
     "Things need to come to an end, in order to make way for new beginnings." (Anon) On May 2, 166 Seniors 
marched across the stage at Graduation to receive their diplomas, which brought their time at St. Paul's to an end but 
opened the doors to their new beginning. On May 23rd, the school year officially came to an end.  
     Already things are in the works for the 2018-19, school year. It should be an exciting year, as we will be celebrat-
ing the 100th anniversary of the Brothers taking over the ownership of the school from the Benedictine monks. The 
next school year we will remember the brave French Brothers who formed the first community at St. Paul's. Also, 
the newly renovated Benilde Hall should be ready for the start of the new school year. There are other Anniversary 
activities planned, with details to come. 
     Meanwhile, back in our retirement home, life moves on. We have had a few bumps on the road of life. Brother 
Alfred Baltz had a bad fall, but seems to be healing well. Brother Jerry Vincent and Brother Duane also had falls, 
but nothing serious. We are becoming the Humpty Dumpty Community.  Brother William Siebold had minor sur-
gery that required him to remain in the hospital for two days.. Brother Jeffrey Calligan is undergoing dialysis, but 
soon will transition to having it done at home. He intends on being back in the classroom in August. 
     On May 8th, we celebrated the 72nd birthday of our Sub-Director, Brother Peter Dudenheffer. Then on May 
25th, we celebrated the 69th birthday of our school President, Brother Ray Bulliard. Brother Ray was able to spend 
part of the day with his mother and other family members. 



 

     Brother Bill Ray recently visited for a few days 
with his sister Dana from Dallas, TX. Brother Louis 
Welker traveled to Bay St. Louis, MS to visit with his 
elderly uncle Joseph and aunt Erline. He claims that 
his aunt is the best Italian cook he knows! Brother 
Robert O'Kane is currently visiting with Brother, relatives 
and friends in Philadelphia. Most of the Brothers have 
made their plans for summer vacations, i.e., stay-cations. 
It's hard to travel as you get older, and as one of our 
late Brothers use to say: "We have everything here to 
keep us happy." Brother Tom Canty fills his days with 
prayer, reading and searching for a good TV program 
to watch at night. Brother John Fairfax often enjoys 
the visits of relatives, friends and former students. 
     Brothers Duane Gregory and Ralph Baltz, our 
faithful community groundskeepers, have set up a 

schedule for working on the gardens during the summer months. Because of the heat they will limit their outdoor 
work to the morning hours. Brother Louis Welker continues his work with the St. La Salle Auxiliary. He reminds all the 
Brothers to pray for the living and deceased members of the St. La Salle Auxiliary. 
     The air conditioner for the Chapel and Community passed on after many years of faithful service. A new unit was 
installed last week. With the heat of our summer days in the high 90s, we need it. Also, community members are 
enjoying their trips to the doctor in our new handicapped van with a lift. Some of the Brothers refer to it as the ambulance. 
     This story comes to an end at this point, but sometimes new stories start from old endings. (Herman Steinherr) 
Hope all of you have a refreshing summer! 
 
Brother Louis of the Cross, FSC 
Correspondent 
 
School News 
 
     Saint Paul’s School honored the class of 2018, the 107th graduating class, with the traditional commencement 
ceremony on May 12 in the Briggs Assembly Center on Saint Paul’s Campus.  162 students received diplomas from 
Brother Raymond Bulliard, FSC, President, at the graduation Mass, which was celebrated by Reverend Matthew 
Clark, OSB, Chaplain of Saint Paul’s.   
     Mr. Trevor Watkins, Principal, served as Master of Ceremonies, while Assistant Principal, Mr. Joe Dickens, and 
Senior Counselor, Mrs. Renee Miller, assisted with awards and diploma presentations. Brother Ken Boesch, FSC 
served as the musician for the graduation ceremony. The Mothers’ Club of Saint Paul’s sponsored an outdoor recep-
tion on campus  under the Wolfdome following the ceremony for the Class of 2018 and their guests. 
     The class boasts a number of major academic and athletic accomplishments. They have been accepted to over 
100 colleges and universities and have earned over sixteen million dollars in scholarships.  Two students were rec-
ognized by the National Merit Scholarship Program: Matthew Borgatti was awarded a scholarship from the National 
Merit Corporation as a National Merit Finalist, and Michael Dodick was named a Commended Scholar.  Thirty-
eight seniors were named to All State Academic Sports Teams.  
     Eighteen members of the 2018 class were recognized by Louisiana 
State University and granted college credit hours for spring testing. 
Those seniors accumulated over 144 hours of credit in English, Math, 
and Spanish, earning over $105,264.00 in tuition credit. 
     Six members of the Saint Paul's faculty traveled to Notre Dame 
University June 17-22, for a week-long Science & Religion Foundations 
Seminar.  Attendes were Religion Department members Robert 
Simpson, Barrett Baumgartner, and Roger Bacon, and Science De-
partment members Suzie Duplantier, Marie Childs, and David Arbo. 
     The seminar was sponsored by the McGrath Institute Science and 
Religion Initiative, and featured lectures by scientists and theologians, as 
well as collaborative discussions and workshops. Teachers from across 
the nation collaborated to develop strategies and methods for dispelling 
the myth that these disciplines are inherently at odds with each other.   
     Expenses were paid by the Saint Paul's Renaissance Board, which 
funds continuing education for faculty members in a continuing effort 
to support Quality Education, a key Lasallian Core Principle.  
 
Ms. Karen Hebert 
Correspondent 

The Class of 2018 celebrates its graduation. 

Attendees to the University of Notre Dame’s Science & 

Religion Foundations Seminar. 
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New Leaders Tabbed by District and Schools for 2018-2019 

     The District of San Francisco New Orleans’ Lasallians Without Borders Committee (LWOB) has 
chosen the 2015 work, In Our Backyard: Human Trafficking in America and What We Can Do to 
Stop It, by Nita Belles as its 2018-19 “One Book, One District” selection. 
     In this unsettling and educational book, domestic violence and human trafficking expert Belles 
addresses the reality that human trafficking is not a phenomenon limited either to developing coun-
tries or to runaways or otherwise vulnerable youth.  Drawing from her extensive experience, she edu-
cates readers about the forms and risk factors of human trafficking in the United States, as well as 
how to become involved in its prevention. 
     LWOB project manager Alma Mejia-Garcia stated, “Pope Francis spoke of the call and responsi-
bility that all Christians have in discovering and creating paths of dignity for all people.  This book 
selection is a call to concrete action and a realization of the fact that human trafficking is not only an 
international issue that happens to ‘other people.’  Nita Belles presents readers with real stories of 
victims of modern day slavery here in the United States.  The religious focus used by the author 
serves as a guiding principle to understanding our responsibility to our trafficked brothers and sisters.” 

     Launched in 2016, LWOB’s “One Book, One District” initiative invites SFNO schools to participate each year in the 
guided reading of a specially-selected book that focuses on current issues concerning social inequity and human dignity.  
LWOB specially designs curriculum resources for use with both students and adults for critical reflection on the presented 
issue, as well as possible action steps that can be taken as a response. 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION UPDATE 

LWOB Announces One Book, One District 2018-2019 Selection 

PAGE 22 

     There will be new faces in several key San Francisco New Orleans District leadership positions in both District 
schools and on the District leadership team for the 2018-2019 academic year. 

 
Janell Kloosterman, AFSC will join the District leadership team as its new Director of Leadership  
Formation.  Janell is a career Lasallian and District educator whose most recent leadership position was 
as principal of Mullen High School in Denver, CO.   
 

Jeff Howard will be the new principal at Mullen High School.  A Denver native,  
Jeff’s career has taken him to a variety of educational leadership roles, most recently as 

Vice President and Director of Ignatian Mission Formation for the Jesuit Schools Network. 
 
Andrew Kuffner, principal of La Salle Catholic College Preparatory in Milwaukie, OR, 
has been named as the school’s president/principal for the upcoming school year.  Andrew 
began teaching at La Salle in 1996 and has served the past five years as principal. 
 

Oscar Leong will be the new president of De La Salle North Catholic High School in 
Portland, OR.  Oscar comes to de La Salle from Cathedral High School in Los Angeles, 
from which he graduated and where he has served in various roles for the past 26 years. 

 
Lawrence Puck assumes the role of president at Saint Mary’s College High School in 
Berkeley, CA.  A member of the school’s Class of 1978, Puck has served in teaching and 
administrative roles at Saint Mary’s since 1980.  
 

Chellsea Rivera has been appointed principal of De Marillac Academy in San 
Francisco, CA.  After stints at Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory and Saint Elizabeth 

High School in Oakland, Chellsea served as De Marillac’s interim principal in 2017-18. 
 
Melinda Skrade begins as president of Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory in San  
Francisco, CA.  Melinda is a career educator and administrator, most recently serving  
as president of Pope Pius XI High School in Milwaukee, WI. 
 
     In addition, there are two leadership searches currently in progress: a principal search at Cathedral High 
School in El Paso, TX, where school president Brother Nick Gonzalez continues as interim principal; 
and a president search at Mullen High School where Linda Brady is serving as acting president. 



 

      Each year, FSC Days gather San Francisco New 
Orleans District Brother contacts and aspirants to, 
in the words of Vocation Ministry Director Brother 
Chris Patiño, “come together for prayer, service, 
and community while continuing to discern the 
Brother vocation.” 
      This year’s gathering took the contacts and  
aspirants to Saint Mary’s College of California, Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Community in San Francisco, and 
Mont La Salle. 
     These special formation gatherings include input 
and activities that are designed and led by Brother 
Chris, the District Vocation Team, and guest Brother 
and Partner presenters.  

FSC Days: A Gathering for Faith, Service, and Community    

Dolor in hndr erit in vulputate velit esse 

VOCATION MINISTRY 
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     The District of San Francisco 
New Orleans (SFNO) of the Institute 
of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools has announced that it will 
sponsor a special celebration day in 
observance of the 100th year of the 
Brothers’ continuous presence in 
Louisiana. 
     The celebration will take place 
on Saturday, July 28, 2018, in New 
Orleans. Public events scheduled 
for the day will include Mass at Saint 
Louis Cathedral at 9:00 a.m., to be 
followed by a reception at Ursuline 
Convent. A private invitation-only 

reception will be held that afternoon on the Steamboat Natchez. 
     According to planning committee chair person Brother James Joost, 
FSC, the day will recognize the achievements of the Christian Brothers 
in Louisiana, celebrating with the Louisiana Lasallian family the life of 
the Brothers and their mission with their Partners in the world today. 
     In 1914, a number of Christian Brothers who fled the Mexican 
Revolution arrived in the United States, with some assigned to Santa Fe 
while others were dispersed to other American Districts. In 1918, a num-
ber of these Brothers arrived in Covington, Louisiana to assume operation 
of Dixon Academy, renaming it Saint Paul’s School.  
     That same year, in New Iberia, Louisiana, another group of Brothers 
established Saint Peter’s College (high school), now Catholic High. Both 
the De La Salle Christian Brothers and schools conducted by them have 
been present in Louisiana ever since. Current Lasallian schools in Louisiana 
include Saint Paul’s School; Archbishop Rummel High School in Metairie 
(1962); Christian Brothers School in New Orleans (1960); and De La 
Salle High School in New Orleans (1949). 
     The New Orleans celebration is one of two District anniversary events 
scheduled for 2018-2019 by both the SFNO District and the Institute.  On 
March 16, 2019 a District commemoration will mark the 150th anniversary 
of the Christian Brothers’ arrival in San Francisco, California. 
     Planning also is underway for the San Francisco New Orleans District’s 
participation in the Institute’s commemoration in 2019 of the 300th year 
since the entry into eternal life of Saint John Baptist de La Salle, Founder 
of the Brothers of the Christian Schools and Patron Saint of Teachers of 
Youth.  (See accompanying article at left.) 
     In addition to the various events, the San Francisco New Orleans   
District is producing a video about the three anniversaries.  Also, an  
Oakland artist has created a specially-commissioned artwork representing 
the anniversaries.  The work is slated to travel to each District school 
during 2019.  All schools are being invited to create local observances 
and celebrations of all three anniversaries. 

 

     2019 will mark the 300th year 
since De La Salle entered into eternal 
life. The Institute has announced that, 
in honor of this, the Holy See has 
declared 2019 a Jubilee Year, which 
the Church dedicates as a call to the 
faithful to deepen their relationship 
with God faith through a renewed 
commitment to Gospel witness, espe-
cially in regard to the poor and those 
in need.   
     In his letter announcing the Holy 
See’s declaration, Brother Robert 
wrote, “I encourage each of you to 
become a pilgrim during the Jubilee 
Year. Let your pilgrimage take you 
‘beyond borders’ to places that inspire 
you with a sense of God’s presence 
and to poor and vulnerable people who 
are occasions to encounter Jesus Christ.” 
     2019 also has been designated by 
the Institute as the Year of Lasallian 
Vocations.  With the theme, “De La 
Salle: One Heart, One Commitment, 
One Life,” the Year will serve as a 
call to all Lasallians to celebrate their 
common heritage and vision; renew 
their commitment to the Lasallian 
mission, charism, and founding sto-
ry; and, within the unity and diversi-
ty of Lasallian vocations, witness to 
the movement of the Spirit in their 
lives and ministry. 
     Finally, to help celebrate this ex-
traordinary year, the Institute has 
created and release a commemorative 
song and accompanying video,  “One 
Heart, One Commitment, One Life.” 

DISTRICT VISTAS 
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  Hope Littleton Kirk, sister in law of Brother Joseph Kirk, FSC., who passed away on April 8 in Fresno, CA. 

  Kenneth H. Hofmann, friend and benefactor of the District, who passed away on April 22 in Lafayette, CA. 

  Brother Timothy Rapa, FSC, of the District of San Francisco New Orleans, who passed away on May 16 at Mont La Salle. 

  Dolores Hoover, mother of Brother John Hoover, FSC, who passed away on May 17 in San Francisco, CA. 

  Mary Therese Cormier Cunningham, sister of the late Brother Celestine Cormier, FSC., who passed away on May 16 in Eureka, CA. 

  Rosemary Theresa Borgia-Mizia, mother of the former Brother Robert Mizia, FSC, who passed away on June 22 in Monrovia, CA. 

Requiescat in Pace  

PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

JUNE 
 

Universal: Social Networks 
 

That social networks may work towards that inclusiveness which respects others for their differences. 
 

JULY 
 

Evangelization: Priests and their Pastoral Ministry 
 

That priests, who experience fatigue and loneliness in their pastoral work, may find help and comfort in           
their intimacy with the Lord and in their friendship with their brother priests. 

 
AUGUST 

 
Universal: The treasure of Families 

 
That any far-reaching decisions of economists and politicians may protect the family as one of the treasures of humanity. 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
Universal: Young People in Africa 

 
That young people in Africa may have access to education and work in their own countries. 

 
OCTOBER 

 
Evangelization: The Mission of Religious 

 
That consecrated religious men and women may bestir themselves, and be present among the poor, the marginalized, 

and those who have no voice. 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

Universal: In the Service of Peace 
 

That the language of love and dialogue may always prevail over the language of conflict. 
 

DECEMBER 
 

Evangelization: In the Service of the Transmission of Faith 
 

That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture,     
a language suited to the conditions of the present time. 

Papal Intentions  
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PARTING SHOTS 

The “Last Supper” at Camp La Salle on Huntington Lake.  (Apologies to Leonardo.) 
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Br. James and his brother, George, at  
LCBF’s Greens + Gala Celebration. 

(L-R) CBS’ Rocky Daigle and Joey Scaffidi and SPS’  Dan 
Dorsey take a break at June’s ABC meeting at Mont La Salle. Carol Enright leads a session at June’s DCAA meeting at Mont La Salle. 

Some of RELAN’s Lasallian Family together at Buttimer 2018. (Photo Br. John Mai) SFNO’s 2018-19 district leadership team poses for its first photo together. 

All photos SFNO/DLSI unless otherwise attributed. 


