
DatelineDistrict 

VOLUME 3, NUMBER 2 | WINTER, 2016  

 
 

“The spirit of this Institute is, first, a spirit of faith, which should induce 
those who compose it not to look upon anything but with the eyes of faith…”  

(Rule, p. 11) 
 
      Within the assortment of adages and truisms with which many of us have 
grown up lies the saying, “Seeing is believing,” which that suggests only 
what can be empirically verified should be accepted as real.  However, there 
is also this popular saying, “There is more here than meets the eye,” which 
suggests that one type of reality can exist within another, and that it requires 
a certain kind of vision to see them both.  Taken together, these two ideas can 
help to illustrate the Lasallian approach to experience and faith. 
     Contrary to the stereotype, faith is not blind.  In fact, it is able to take in 
the fullness of the human condition precisely because it sees the connections 
between our real lives and their real meaning and purpose.  For De La Salle, 
“to look upon anything but with the eyes of faith” was both reassurance and 
admonition.  Believe that all you see exists within God’s saving presence, and 
believe that you have been entrusted with aiding in its salvation.   
     Throughout our District, many have taken this to heart, meeting the world at 
its broken places with inspiring energy and unflagging hope.  Among the eyes 
of faith that you will find at work in this issue of Dateline District are those of: 
 
 A middle school in Concord that finds its blessings in its opportunities to 

serve and to be served, to love and to be loved. 
 A New Orleans high school that devoted an entire school day to help its 

students understand what it feels like to be told that you do not belong. 
 A Brothers’ Community in San Jose that honors its homeland and heritage 

through the fellowship of meals and song, even in a fast-food restaurant. 
 A Santa Fe high school that encounters and learns the meaning of gift in 

the words of its Lasallian core principles. 
 A high school in Yakima that drew on its Lasallian spirit to celebrate the 

joy of the season even as it mourned the painful loss of one of its own. 
 
     As you will find, our Lasallians’ experiences of today’s world are stirring 
their souls and imaginations to their own creative possibilities and those of 
their society.  Regardless of what is in front of them, what they are able to 
see is a future in which they can believe and in which they have learned how 
to make a difference.  They know how to grow, how to care, how to serve, 
how to persevere.  This is what the spirit of faith looks like today in our 
schools and in the young members of our Lasallian family. 
     At the heart of Lasallian education is the conviction that we are called to 
understand what is by looking through it to what can and should be.  The 
sight of difficulty does not dissuade us from our journey, but instead points 
the way.  Henry David Thoreau wrote, It's not what you look at that matters, 
it's what you see.”  Enjoy the stories of our District’s Lasallians as they tell 
us that seeing is believing if one but sees with the eyes of faith. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

District Chapter Phase II 
December 28-30 
Mont La Salle, CA 
 
Lasallian Catholic 
Assessment Program 
January 11-13 
De Marillac Academy 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Called & Chosen (Men) 
January 14-16 
St. Joseph’s Camp, CA 
 
LEC/LLEC/DLT Meeting 
January 17-18 
Mont La Salle, CA 
 
Board Governance Training 
January 22-24 
Mont La Salle, CA 
 
LEC/LLEC/DLT Meeting 
February 8 
Mont La Salle, CA 
 
Called & Chosen (Women) 
February 18-20 
St. Joseph’s Camp, CA 
 
Called & Chosen (Men) 
February 18-20 
Loranger, LA 
 
Advancement Directors Wkshp. 
February 21-23 
Mont La Salle, CA 
 
Lasallian Convocation 
February 24 
New Orleans, LA 
 
LASSCA Conference 
February 26-March 1 
Orlando, FL 

 

Eventually things fall into place, but it’s usually on top of me. 
 
Why do they call it rush hour when nothing moves? 
 
A pessimist is some who believes that nothing should be tried for the first time. 
 
If you think the problem is bad now, just wait until a committee solves it. 
 
Most turkey tastes better the day after.  My mother’s tasted better the day before. 
 
Men don’t care about what’s on TV.  They only care about what else is on TV. 
 
I was walking in the park and this guy waved at me, then he said, “I’m sorry, I 
thought you were someone else.”  I said, ‘I am.’” 
 
My life has a superb cast.  Now if I could only figure out the plot. 
 
The last person to make it out of Boston without getting stuck in traffic was yelling, 
“The British are coming!  The British are coming!” 
 
Have you ever imagined a world with no hypothetical situations? 
 
I took ballet as a kid but I wasn’t very good.  In Swan Lake, they made me the lifeguard. 
 
Apparently, years of studying martial arts teaches you how to make the worst movies in 
the history of the world. 
 
The one thing that unites all Americans everywhere is that every one of us thinks that 
we’re a better driver than everyone else. 
 
There are two kinds of people who don’t say much: those who are quiet and those 
who talk a lot.  

 

Brother Superior General Robert Schieler, FSC, has released his annual pastoral 
letter, One Call, Many Voices. 
 
Lasallian Reflection 2, One Call, Many Voices, plus study resources, are available 
online at Christian Brothers Conference’s website. 
 
Christian Brothers Conference’s Advent prayer and liturgical resources are still 
available online at the Conference website. 
 
Resources for observing the 35th anniversary of the martyrdom of Brother James 
Miller, FSC, are available for purchase from Midwest District. 
 
The December, 2016 issue of the Young Lasallians publication, Lumen, is      
available online. 
 
Digital Journal of Lasallian Research, Number 13, is available online. 
 
The Autumn, 2016 issue of De La Salle Today is available online.
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Construction Update 
     Before and during the Thanksgiving break, construction on campus has progressed.  Under the gym now has new 
hand painted signage, the remaining overhangs are down and prepped for new ones, the classroom HVAC project is 
progressing, and the courtyard is cleared and ready for new landscaping.  The construction is scheduled to continue 
through December of 2017.  

 
Mother-Son Mass & Lunch 
     Mothers and sons recently attended a special Mass 
and luncheon at the Airport New Orleans Hilton Ho-
tel.  The morning began with Mass and included spe-
cial readings to highlight the occasion.  After Mass, 
Raider moms and sons enjoyed a special luncheon 
prepared by the hotel.  During the lunch, a mom and a 
son gave reflections on their special relationships. 
 
Showing Raider Pride 
     To adhere to the Louisiana High School Athletic 
Association’s rule of no bare-chested student demon-
strations at high school football games, students at 
Archbishop Rummel purchased morph suits so they 
could spell out R-A-I-D-E-R-S at football games and 
still abide by LHSAA mandates.  With their full-body, 
spandex morph suits, the students can always be 
found on the 50-yard line, front row of the student 
section at all Rummel Raider football games. 
 

Homecoming Semi-Formal 
     A massive number of students and their dates  converged on the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner for the 2016 
Homecoming Semiformal.  The homecoming court was presented for the final time as they were escorted by a club 
representative or team captains of the groups that nominated them.  The court and their escorts danced a traditional 
waltz followed by a second "fun dance" created by the court. 
 
Big Brother-Little Brothers 
     In mid-December the Big Brothers and Little 
Brothers shared a Christmas feast in the Raider 
Room.  Thanks to the many donations from Raider 
parents, the students shared a very generous meal as 
they talked about their first semester together.  Some 
of the Big Brothers brought gifts for their younger 
counterparts.   
  
Exam Cram  
     Before the start of exams each nine weeks, the 
Key Club hosts an Exam Cram in the library. Teachers 
for all departments participate to help the Raiders  
prepare for the upcoming exam week.  Tutoring, quiet 
study, or group works were available in the Library 
and nearby classrooms.  Refreshments were provided 
as the students prepared for the week of exams.  
 
Straight “A” Luncheon 
     All students who earned straight A's for the first 
quarter were treated to a lunch at Drago's Seafood Restaurant. 
Students were congratulated by Disciplinarian Richard Carpenter, before the charbroiled oysters and choices of   
entrees were served.  For each of the first three quarters, the school treats the straight “A” students to a lunch       
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COMMUNITIES & MINISTRIES 

The scene at this year’s Mother-Son Mass & Lunch. 

There is no shortage of school pride at Archbishop Rummel! 



reward for their hard work and dedication to their studies.  
 
Not Old School Airplanes 
     Students in Mr. Bobby Sanders’ Engineering I class at Archbishop 
Rummel recently studied aerospace engineering and tested aerody-
namic linear distance with paper airplanes made out of construction 
paper.  They measured four separate flights and took the average as 
their baseline distance, then used various materials to see the differ-
ence.  
 
Mr. Joseph Serio 
Correspondent 
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Big and Little Brothers enjoy a Christmas meal together. 

The Big Story 
     Winter is in the air in El Paso. The average temperature has dropped from 90 to a chilly 57 degrees.  
 
School News 
     The community is still in celebration because our football team are state champions. Br. Mariano Lopez, leader of 
Cathedral’s pep squad and community director, attended the game in Brownswood, Texas. Our second-year Lasallian 
Volunteer, Becca Hulick, also went to the game. The two took the fan bus to the game filled with students and parents. 
They are very fortunate to be a part of Cathedral and city history as this is the first time that an El Paso 11-man foot-
ball team has won a Texas state championship in any classification.  Not to be outdone, in October our cross country 
team won its second state championship in three years.  
 
Keeping up with the Da Brothers and the Volunteer 
     The community continues to be adventurous and the past few months were busy ones. Here are some highlights.  Br. 
Nick Gonzalez received the Lasallian Educator Award in November. Recipients from the Region are presented 
this award at the annual Huether Conference, and Br. Nick was one of two to receive this award for the District of 
San Francisco New Orleans. The community was very excited to celebrate this achievement with him. He was sur-
prised when he was presented with a video of teachers, current, and former students congratulating him. This was put 
together by past community member Sheila Garcia.  
     Br. Javier Hansen recently took three students to Hermosillo, Mexico to attend a Lasallian Youth gathering. After 
this trip, the students came to dinner at our community where they were able to share their experience. It was evident 
that Br. Javier had a major influence on them. He is a great mentor to them and to all his students.  
     Becca Hulick was chosen to go to Rome to represent Lasallian Volunteers at the Canonization of Saint Brother 
Solomon Le Clercq. She met with numerous Lasallian educators and the Superior General, Br. Robert Schieler. Her 
mother also attended the monumental event and they spent their week eating through the city of Rome. Becca is 
very grateful for opportunity and is looking forward to going back sometime.  
     Br. Mariano Lopez is busy keeping the community in check. Whether its planning our Thanksgiving or Christmas 
dinner, he makes it all work. He planned a day of reflection where we discussed our CAP. It was a relaxing time to 
be with community and being open to one another. Br. Mariano coordinated our Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners, 
which went very well. The community enjoyed the time to kick 
back and not feel guilty about eating a third piece of pie. Also 
new this year, Br. Mariano organized a community Secret Santa. 
We exchanged gifts and it was the perfect segue to the holidays.  
     Br. Alphonse LeBlanc continues to blow the community 
away with his Cajun cooking. We always learn something 
new about Louisiana during dinner. He provides a listening 
ear to the community and comfortable aura whenever 
you’re around him. We are anxiously waiting until the 
weather warms up so he can barbeque a brisket.  
     On behalf of the Cathedral Community, we wish you all 
a very blessed holiday season! 
 
Ms. Rebecca Hulick 
Correspondent Christmas greetings from the Cathedral High School Community. 
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     The CBS 4th/5th grade team placed first in the 
Interschool Test in the De La Salle Middle School 
Math Tournament, and the team placed third overall 
in the Sweepstakes competition.  The 6th/7th grade 
team was third in the Interschool Test and placed 
third overall in Sweepstakes. 
     The Lasallian theme for the 2016-2017 liturgical 
year is "One Call, Many Voices," and Brother Tim 
Coldwell, FSC., General Councilor, Lasallian Region 
of North America (RELAN) in the Institute of the 
Brothers of the   Christian Schools, presented reflec-
tions on the theme during a gathering of Lasallian 
educators from New Orleans area schools held at the 
St. Anthony campus school auditorium. 
     The top two students in the CBS Geography Bee 
were Cooper Sudderth and Luke Brandau.  Social 
Studies teacher Christian Crawford is moderator of 
the Geography Bee competition. Sudderth will      

represent the school in state competition. 
     At the St. Anthony Campus, we honored all current service members and veterans with a special assembly on 
Veterans Day, which included parents of CBS students.  U.S. Army Sgt. First Class Kenny Carrigee, father of pre-
kindergartner Colin Carrigee (PKA), told those at the assembly about three ways to take action on  Veterans Day: 
thank a veteran, pray for veterans and try to live like a veteran by being loyal and having integrity.  Students led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the National Anthem, recited a poem, presented a slide show, and offered a reflection and 
thanks.  The CBS Choir entertained with patriotic songs, and PKC students sang and danced to "You're a Grand Old 
Flag."  St. Michael medals and prayer cards blessed by Father John Dominic, O.P., were presented to the honored 
guests. American Legion Troop 307 presented a new American flag to principal Heath Barker, which was promptly 
raised on the flagpole on Canal Street. 
     Enjoying a trip and performing at the Alamo in San Antonio, TX over the Thanksgiving break were 45 members 
of the Falcon Band, led by band director Michael Orkus, and accompanied by six members of the Falcon Dance Squad, 
under the direction of moderator Kim Flair.  The dancers performed to the band's presentation of "Blazing Saddles." 
     The Falcon Seventh Grade football team took the championship in their division at the annual Battle in Rocky Top 
football tournament in Knoxville, TN. The Sixth Grade 
Falcons finished as runner-up in their division, while 
the Fifth Grade team lost in the semi-finals in overtime. 
     Following up on a visit by CBS second graders to the 
Vista Shores retirement community in October, some 
Vista Shores residents visited the students on the St. 
Anthony Campus. They shared stories about their 
childhood, what it is like living in a retirement home, 
and enjoyed cupcakes and chatting with the students. 
This is an ongoing program funded by a generous grant 
from the Joe and Dorothy Brown Foundation. 
     Each week, the CBS St. Anthony campus celebrates 
Mass, and the week before Thanksgiving, second graders 
participated in the liturgy by reading, bringing up the 
gifts, reading the Epistles and prayers of the faithful. The 
second graders also performed a skit for the school 
community, showing that the Pilgrims and Indians were 
grateful to God for the many blessings they shared.  
     Recently, New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu  
visited second graders to view the community display 
they created. He talked to them about the responsibili-
ties of a community during his visit. 
     The 7th grade boys recently attended day-long retreats at Camp Abbey in Covington.  The boys explored the 
characteristics of what it means to be Lasallian.  Father Stephen Dardis, L.C. celebrated Mass at each of the retreats. 
 
Mr. Rick Reso 
Correspondent 

This year’s Geography Bee participants show off their achievements. 

Second-grade students with their guests from Vista Shores. 
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The Joy of Reading 
     De La Salle Academy is excited to announce our One School, One Book title for 
2016!!!!  OSOB is made possible due to the generosity of our Lasallian sister school, Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Preparatory in San Francisco.  The SHCP book club raised funds so that we 
were able to purchase copies of our OSOB for each DLSA student and his family.  Thank you 
SHCP!. This year our students and families will read Al Capone Does My Shirts: A Tale From 
Alcatraz. This fact based fiction book is told from the voice of 12 year old Matt "Moose" Flana-
gan. He and his family have just arrived to the island for his dad's new job in the notorious pris-
on. Our students will gather in book clubs to read and discuss the story. Together with their 
families they will finish the book over the holiday break. Our January Parent Information Night 
(PIN) will give our students a chance to lead similar discussions with families. 

 
The Joy of Mentors  
     We our so blessed to have the support and presence of our mentors for our Young Spartans. Recently, we have 
had three opportunities for mentors to share their time and talents with our students. Ms. Michels and Mr. Rodriguez 
have been working with the 8th grade in Language Arts on public speaking Terry Norton, Kelly Trevethan, Lou 
Gervolino, Rich Reed, and Mark Shone helped hone  interview skills.  In addition to a rigorous academic curricu-
lum, the Academy provides enrichment education to both our students and families. Mentors James Hayes and Delia 
Neyra presented a workshop on financial education to 
our 5th grade students and families that has been rep-
licated with our 8th grade students. James stated "My 
drive for being a mentor and focusing on financial 
education is because too many students today com-
plete school with a lack of financial literacy.  We 
have seen that the difference between solely knowing 
how to make money versus knowing how to make 
money work for you can mean the difference be-
tween just barely getting by and living a financially 
successful life."  Finally, almost all of our mentors 
joined us for an afternoon workshop that included 
Christmas crafts, a visit to our book fair and an aca-
demic performance review. It was a great way to cel-
ebrate the season and share in our joy.  
 
The Joy of Brotherhood 
     Enter to Learn and Leave to Serve is not just a tagline for our Lasallian community,  it is a way of life. As a part 
of Christian Service De La Salle High School Seniors  spent their Fall semester being the embodiment of this credo. 
Each Thursday, the high school students joined us for our afternoon recess and then stayed with our fifth grade stu-
dents to read together a book of the Academy student's choosing during Drop Everything And Read (DEAR). Com-
ing back to middle school might be a better experience than one thinks according to these DLSHS students: 
     Daniel W. said, "This experience has brought me joy because I was able to get out of my own world and not wor-
ry about the other stresses in my life. It took me out of my daily routine. It also allowed me to know where the 
school was. I also thought it was great seeing the respect the boys have."  His classmate Gabe echoed "It was great 
working with these kids. They have taught me as much as I have taught them. They haven't been given a whole lot 
in life, so it was nice to give them something to look forward to every week and to give them someone to look up to 
at DLSHS. Finally, Julian noted, "This experience has brought me joy by letting me feel like a kid on the blacktop 
again."  
     It is hard to know which students had a better experience - the Academy or the High School ?  
 
The Joy of Nature 
     We know the importance of knowing and appreciating our roots. As the saying goes "You don't know where you 

Young Spartans with their dedicated mentors. 
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are going if you don't know where you came from." 
Our Class of 2017 had the unique opportunity to learn 
the roots of the Academy on their recent visit to    
Rancho Esquon. The students were able to visit the 
almond grove and rice fields and learn about the rice 
drying process that helps to fund our school.  In      
addition, the students spent time on the preserve dur-
ing bird migration season learning about the various 
wildlife  on the property. The trip included time for 
prayer and reflection, horseback riding and s'mores 
with fireside chats. One of our students celebrated his 
13th birthday with his classmates. Diego C. noted "I 
feel really lucky to have a birthday party away with 
my brothers here at the Ranch. "  What a fabulous way 
to end the semester together!  
 

The Joy of Service  
     On Halloween the students and faculty of the Academy participated in Reverse Trick or Treating. Instead of    
receiving treats, we went door to door into our community delivering candy donated by our students' families. We 
had an abundance of left over treats and decided to keep the goodness going. Mrs. Cullen connected with Operation 
Gratitude in Concord. This group provides care packages to those who are in the armed forces around the world. 
Thanks to the generosity of our students and the organization of Mrs. Cullen, these tastes of home will be enjoyed 
by our servicemen and women.   
 
The Joy of Giving 
     We work hard to cultivate a sense of gratitude and appre-
ciation for our students at the Academy. We are so blessed 
that our families support these efforts. Brothers Israel and 
Gerardo respond to the needs in their own community with a 
similar generosity. Their church had a coat collection for the 
homeless for many years. However, four years ago  this out-
reach project was in danger of ending due to lack of leader-
ship. Israel and Gerardo and their family took on the role of 
organizers and have shared this kindness with those most in 
need in our community. When asked about the experience, 
Israel responded "My mom and sister do most of the work 
collecting and preparing. The homeless are our neighbors so 
we get a chance to try and help them get what they need. "   
 
     The Advent season is almost ending and we are all anx-
iously awaiting Christmas. We read in the Gospel of St. 
Luke “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people" and these 
words continue to ring true. We wish you and your loved 
ones all of the joys of the Christmas season and may the 
New Year hold many blessings and special moments for 
you. Let us continue to hold each other in prayer! Live Jesus 
in our hearts! 
 
Ms. Marie Lawler 
Correspondent   

DLSA students on their visit to Rancho Esquon. 

Students  have embraced the call to serve in their own communities.   
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     Five Junior Classical League officers of the De La 
Salle chapter attended the Fall Forum in Baton Rouge 
in October to plan for the State Convention held in the 
spring.  President Max Rosen, Vice President Keiyada 
Sanford, Parliamentarian Zach Steverson, Historian 
Kelten Gonzles, and Secretary Dana-Marie Johnson 
were accompanied by Dr. Warren Caire, JCL Adviser, 
and Student Council moderator Justin Martineau. 
     Eight individuals were honored at the 18th Annual 
De La Salle Hall of Fame Banquet in October.  Among 
the honorees were Nickie Bonura, ’61, the Servus 
Fidelis award; Bill Baumgarner, the Br. Ambrose  
LeBlanc, FSC, Community Service to Sports Award; 
Michael Rachal, ’70, the Warren F. Caire, AFSC, 
Wrestling award; Sheldon Gebbs, ’57, baseball; Joe 
Hines, ’69, former Cavalier baseball player, coach, 
and Athletic Director; Ron Meyer, ’80, diving; Leonardo Verde, ’82, soccer, and Sammy Musso, ’89, baseball.  The 
evening closed with brief remarks by Hall of Fame founder Kathleen Calder, AFSC. 
     Each year since 2013, all students, faculty, and staff, as well as many parents, participate in our “One Book for 
Social Justice” program.  This year’s selection was, I Am Malala, by Christina Lamb and Malala Yousafzai. The 
teachers planned a day to make one of the book’s themes, gender equality, stand out for students. During lunch the 
girls on campus were separated from the boys on campus and asked to spend their lunch break in the gym without 
being told why.  The student body was then reunited in the cafeteria for an assembly with guest speakers from Loyola 

University Dr. Patricia Boyett, Director of the Women's 
Studies, and Dr. Leonard Kahn, Philosophy Professor. 
Principal Paul Kelly summarized the purpose of the 
day, saying, "We tried to creatively construct a cir-
cumstance which would drive home to our students 
what it means for a particular group, in this case wom-
en, to be disenfranchised and rendered insignificant." 
     At a recent Alumni Awards Luncheon, four De La 
Salle graduates were honored for their work in their 
careers and the community. They included Katrina 
Kagler Harper ’94, Young Alumna of the Year; Brian 
Bordelon, ’94, Young Alumnus of the Year; Dr. Keith 
Collins, ’87 (posthumously), Distinguished Alumnus 
of the Year; and De La Salle Principal Paul Kelly. ’83, 
Alumnus of the Year.  Alumni Association President 
Johnny Altobello, ’74, served as MC for the event. 
Mrs. Jennifer Collins, Dr. Keith Collins’ widow,     

accepted his award, joined by their children and additional family members. 
 
Ms. Jessica Atwood and Ms. Kathleen Calder, AFSC 
Correspondents 

The newest inductees to the De La Salle Hall of Fame. 

Cavaliers at the Junior Classical League  Fall Forum . 

     Students traveled via public transportation to welcome Somali, Ethiopian, Iraqi and Burmese refugee families at 
the Portland Airport. Lasallian Youth Ministry Director and teacher of Community 101, Sarah Maher, instructed the 
students, "Think of this as greeting your family." 
     We recently hosted the Court of Appeals of the State of Oregon.  Three presiding judges heard oral arguements 
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in our auditorium from attorneys who submitted 
briefs to the court in three cases. Students learned 
about the cases in Mr. Zupcic's history and govern-
ment classes and then got to see democracy and the 
judicial branch in action. In between cases, the judges 
talked about their career paths and took questions 
from the students.  
     The De La Salle North Catholic Ambassador 
Board, a group of young professionals whose purpose 
is to raise awareness in the community, assist with 
fundraising efforts and foster relationships within 
greater Portland to benefit the Corporate Work Study 
Program, raised more than $7,000 at its annual 
Brunch for a Cause silent auction and brunch. 
     Juniors and Seniors interested in art, architecture 
and construction attended a lunchtime panel discus-

sion to hear from real estate developer Anyeley Hallova, designer Cecily Ryan, construction manager Leslie Louis 
and architect Emily Kappes. The women discussed college courses, non-traditional career paths and how to over-
come barriers related to gender and race. 
      A recent Homeless and Hunger Awareness Assembly and Panel hosted by our school both enlightened listeners 
and raised more questions.  Representatives from City Teams, Catholic Charities, Portland Police, the Mayor's     
Office and Bridgetown Inc. answered questions from students such as, "How do people become homeless in the first 
place" and "What are the barriers that keep homeless people from getting jobs?" Students also shared their own   
reflections through spoken word poems. 
     A number of our students had the opportunity to tour the Real Life Exhibit at Medical Teams International.  The 
sophomore class visited the exhibit and learned about disasters and disaster response from real life examples from 
the Philippines, Nepal, Syria and South Sudan. Medical Teams International's mission is to demonstrate the love of 
Christ to people affected by disaster, conflict and poverty around the world. Students learned about typhoons, earth-
quakes, conflict that leads to displacement and the challenges of refugee camps. 
 
Ms. Trinity Peacock-Broyles 
Correspondent 

DLSNC students listen to arguments before the State Court of Appeals. 

Tijuana  
Westernmost continental city in Latina America 

 
Zaragoza 
     There are three important Mexican cities that are located at the east, center and 
west of the United States-Mexico boarder.  They are named for three famous Mexi-
cans.  In the east, Matamoros, Tamaulipas (1826), was established in honor of the 
priest Mariano Matamoros, who distinguished himself in the fight for Mexican inde-
pendence.  At the center, then-President Porfiro Diaz signed a presidential decree to 
rename Paso del Norte as Ciudad Juárez (1888), in honor of ex-president Don Benito 
Juárez.  In the west, on October 15, 1925, President Plutarco Elías Calles elevated 
the town of Tijuana to a municipality under the name of Zaragoza.  In 1929 Zaragoza 
returned to its former name, Tijuana.  There is a large statue of General Ignacio    
Zaragoza in the Rio Tijuana area.  He led the epic battle of Puebla against the invad-
ing French army.  The victory of the Mexican forces over the French is celebrated on 
May 5th each year.   
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September, 2016 
     On September 10th, we held our first faculty meeting of the year.  Our Director, Brother Francisco, reviewed 
with the faculty our Mission, Vision and Objectives as an Educational center.  Our overall objective for this school 
year is to strengthen our Lasallian Identity.   
     The State Water Agency cut water to 350 neighborhoods for about three days to replace a water distribution pipe.  
Luckily, we have a large water deposit under the garage with a pump to maintain water pressure.   
     One Saturday morning, an electrical transformer exploted and left half of the city without electricity.  We were 
without power or water for about half a day. Ah…the joys of life!   
     On the 20th and 21st,  a weakened Tropical Storm Newton passed over Tijuana, giving us much needed rain.  
There is a new chain of gas stations in Tijuana, Rendi Chicas.  They are gas stations staffed by women who head 
households.  They promise a full liter of gas, and attentive and cheerful service.   
     The new director is giving our educational center a face lift: palm trees trimmed, the creation of a garden with 
benches, a reactivated fountain,  and exterior lighting. 
 
October 2016 
     As part of the 35th anniversary of the Tijuana Cultural Center, the Voladores de Papantla were featured.  This 
ceremony had its origin in mesoamerican fertility rites.       

     On October 9th, we had our house fumigated in the 
morning early in the morning.  We then took off for 
Playas de Tijuana, where we drank coffee and chatted 
at a sea-side café, attended Sunday Mass at Our Lady 
Star of the Sea, and ate lunch with other religious of 
the Diocese and the new Archbishop of Tijuana.  The 
local Jesuit community hosted the event. We dis-
cussed the current immigrant situation in Tijuana and 
other Baja California boarder cities.    
     Thousands of Haitians have continued to arrive in 
the city hoping to immigrate to the USA.  Many have 
come from Brazil, where they worked on World Cup 
Soccer and Olympic Games projects.  Our community 
make a donation of boxes of shower soap to a local 
parish recollection center.  All the while, deportations 

from the U.S. continue, and with increased violence in many parts of the Mexican Republic, there is an increase of 
new arrivals in Tijuana.  The State of Baja California adopted the 911 emergency number replacing 066.   
     On the 22nd, we initiated our 35th anniversary celebration blessing and placing the first block for our new two-story 
classroom construction.  Archbishop Emeritus Rafael Romo blessed the first block and celebrated Mass in our court-
yard in the early evening.  Members of the Patronato and Brothers’ Community  displayed their cement-laying skills 
onto which the blessed decorative first-block was firmly placed. Brothers Francisco and Ernesto went to Hermosillo 
and then on to San Carlos for the Regional Brothers’ meeting with the communities of Hermosillo and Ciudad Obregón.  
 
November 2016 
     As October comes to an end and November nears, Tijuana celebrates Halloween and Day of the Dead. This is a 
reflection of the bicultural nature of the city.  Altars dedicated to the dead appear around the city in front of houses, 
stores and in public places.  These colorful altars honor the departed and remind us that death does not have the last 
word.  Every year, more and more pumpkins, spider webs and ghost decorations are appearing in the city.  Reactions 
to this cultural accommodation vary.    
     Tijuana, like many Mexican cities has been experiencing a resurgence of insecurity.  Organized crime has hung 
various narco-banners from city bridges threatening State Police who operate in the city.   
     We began a sweater and jacket campaign to aid the migrant population as colder weather descends on Tijuana.  
Our students have responded with a lot of enthusiasm; we have collected more than 1,000 sweaters and jackets. I am 
responsible for the distribution to the various immigrant residencies in the city. The latest immigrant count is over 
16, 000.  We brought bags of sweaters and jackets to the Casa Madre Asunta for immigrant women and children.   
     To prepare for Winter, I went to our local health center downtown and received a flu shot.  The Mexican         
Department of Health gives these vaccinations free to charge to everyone.  With the large number of students we 

The popular and colorful Calle Revolución in Tijuana. 
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attend to, a lot of colds and flu viruses circulate during the winter months.   
     Our Patronato sponsored the annual Noche bohemia (Bohemian Night) in the center’s courtyard.  The warm fall 
weather contributed to the success of this event.  More than 150 people enjoyed music and a delicious dinner. 
 
December 2016 
     We ended our Fall semester on December 2nd.  The next morning, we held our end-of-period Fiesta Day with 
Mass, 100-hours diplomas, student presentions, a Christmas concert, and lots of food. Our faithful Patronato sold 
pozole, tacos, burritos, nachos and soft drinks while the baking classes sold a variety of by-the-slice and whole 
cakes, puddings and jello creations.   
     Tijuana is preparing for a new transit system sponsored by the Municipality.  Bright orange buses will travel 
along fixed routes with modern stations that will allow passengers to ride buses all day for a fixed fee.  This is a 
welcome addition for people that live in some of the outlying neighborhoods.  The privately owned bus companies 
are not too happy with this development: some stations have been vandalized and vital streets blocked in protest. 
     December 1st marked a change in Municipal leadership, the new PAN (Partido Acción Nacional) replaces a PRI 
(Partido Revolucionario Instutional) president.  Security is top on the agenda.  
     Our Patronato ended their Fall semester activities with a wonderful cena on Friday evening the 9th.  The Broth-
ers’ Community supplied the wine, I prepared the Prayer Service and the members of the Patronato contributed to 
the food. We gathered in the home of Gabriel and Patty Carpio that has  a great view of the Tijuana valley and skyline.  
     On the 10th we held our second faculty meeting of the fall semester.  Teachers received a packet with articles on 
the 12 Virtures of a Good Teacher and the recent Lasallian Reflection published by the General Council Rome.  The 
midday meeting included time for prayer and an evaluation of the Fall semester: strengths and areas for growth.   
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent 

     A Dulcimer music group Br. Don Mouton belongs to will be giving a concert for the St. Michael's Brothers Com-
munity at their residence on Sunday, December 18. Several guests have been invited to attend the event.   
     Br. Ron Bartusiak is still working on the keys for the new Post Office boxes that were installed in the lobby of St. 
Michael’s Hall.  He is also getting the keys organized in the Key Shop key boxes.     
     Recently there was a major water leak by the Fitness Center in the old Army water line at Santa Fe University of 
Art and Design.  That took about 5 working days to make repairs. With the fall semester coming to an end the holi-
days will probably be busy with dorm building repairs.  
     SFUAD is losing the top custodial man.  He decided to go over to St. Michael’s High School and will be in 
charge of Building Maintenance.   
     Santa Fe Community College did an annual collection of clothes, books, etc. from students and others for needy 
students and others.  Anyone could pick thing up in the main hall without feeling embarrassed. Through his Campus 
Ministry Br. Jim Brown put the SFCC personnel in touch with various agencies that could help them distribute 
things left over to those in need in the Santa Fe community.      
     Br. Don will be attending the District Chapter Phase Two, December 28-30 at Mont La Salle. 
 
Brother Jim Brown, FSC 
Correspondent 

     On October 6th our Holy Family Community and nursing staff gave a thank-you farewell party for Andrea   
Perata, RN, who had generously and cheerfully filled in a gap on our nursing staff for about six weeks.  On October 
19th we gave a similar party for Elisa Kalua, RN, who had come to our aid after our loss of Patricia May, RN. Elisa 
was with us for about four months. 
     Father Michael Descoise, a former student of Brother Martin Fenerty, was with us the weekend of October 7th. 
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     Mary Kelly, RN, is the new District Health Care Coordinator. She began her work on October 10th. Mary      
succeeds our longtime esteemed Patricia May, RN, who had died in a tragic car accident on June 30.  New to our 
nursing staff is Eddie Garcia, CNA. He began work on November 1st. 
     On Halloween morning, some 40 toddlers from St. John the Baptist Catholic School, accompanied by several 
teachers and parents, made their customary “trick-or-treat” visit to our Holy Family Community. The children were 
dressed in a remarkable variety of costumes. Several Brothers gave generous helpings of candy to the little ones 
(who had brought bags for the purpose). The children sang enthusiastically for us. Then they moved over to De La 
Salle Institute for a repeat performance. 
     Brother William Shaw from Australia stayed with us for a few weeks in December, and was studying our District Archives. 
     On the morning of December 7th Brother Michael Meister from Saint Mary’s College, Moraga, conducted an 
Advent Reflection/Recollection forum for our Holy Family Community. As an aid to follow his presentation, each 
Brother was given a beautifully illustrated, large-format booklet, whose focus was on the Founder’s Sixteenth (and 
last) “Meditation for the Time of Retreat.” Its subject: On the reward that a Brother of the Christian Schools should 
expect in heaven, if he is faithful in his work.” 
     Brother Martin Fenerty has changed his name back to the original: Brother Amedy Virgil. 
 
Brother Conrad Kearney, FSC 
Correspondent 

     As the President of Saint Mary's College writes a Letter of Support for Undocumented Students, Brothers of the 
Alemany Community are working directly with fearful students (and, in some cases, their families) and workers 
who have been affected by the change in our political climate.   
     Several community members have been engaged in extracurricular activities both at home and abroad.  Bernard 
LoCoco was on the move (again!) to Chicago to assist his brother who is adjusting to life without his wife of 47 years.  
Bernie continued to offer workshops in spirituality and give spiritual direction both at SMC and by means of Skype. 
     Dominic Berardelli spent several weeks in Southern California caring for his niece, Rita Marie, who has survived 
two aneurysms which almost took her life  She is now doing very well (save for some memory loss) at a care center 
in Huntington Beach, where Dom hopes to spend the Christmas holidays and periodical visitations during the next 
semester.  Prayers are asked for her complete recovery. 
     Camillus Chavez is becoming a Frequent Flyer as he traveled 30 November - 2 December to Tucson, AZ, to lead 
10th and 11th grade classes in meditation.  They learned to focus in general on the archetype of the wise person, as 
most were able to connect to this and other archetypes.  Closer to home, Cam went to De La Salle Academy to lead 
their 5th and 7th graders in the essentials of meditation.  The 5th grade was most receptive.  For example, in their 
guided meditation of Our Lady of Guadalupe, they were able to visualize and personally connect to her. 
     Michael Avila, as the moderator of the SMC Ballet Folklorico, has been using his sartorial skills to help create 
the student costumes in time for the Guadalupe celebratory dances on 2 December.  Naturally, a Mariachi and din-
ner provided by Sodexho to an overflow crowd of students and families crowned the festivities.  Mike will be travel-
ing from late December to early January at the invitation of the Brother Visitor of the District of North Mexico to 
lead a retreat for 75 FSCs.  Then, on to the District of Southern Mexico to attend their retreat and renew 1974-1976 
friendships gained while teaching at Collegio Simon Bolivar.  Closer to home, upon his return, Mike will be a staff 
member at the Religious Formation Conference at Mercy Center in Burlingame, CA. 
     Chris Patiño visited a number of our communities and schools, including Cathedral High School (El Paso), De 
La Salle North Catholic, Mullen High School, Archbishop Rummel High School and San Miquel High School.  
When not at 35,000 feet, his supporting vocation ministry efforts continue at SMC through presence and availabil-
ity, assisting with the development of a  Discernment Course for students and the Alemany Community's ongoing 
hospitality to hungry students (hungry for a more meaningful life, of course).  Meanwhile, back at the airport, Chris 
has attended a number of conferences, including the National Religious Vocation Conference, the Huether Confer-
ence, and the National Conference on Catholic Youth Ministry. 
     Brendan Madden has been able to expand the use of the LEO Center's contacts with the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Conference of Saint Columba Parish in Emeryville to help supply the new SMC Gael Pantry with packaged foods 
for students.  This resource was set up in a Soda Center space by the Sohexho Food Service for those students, about 
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100, who are unable to purchase the normal 19 meals per week.  SMC joins more than 300 other colleges and uni-
versities in the USA fulfilling this need.  Brothers Michael Avila, Michael Meister, and Charles Hilken were leaders 
of the faculty, staff, and administration committee who spent almost a year creating the College's response, through 
the Campus Ministry, to this issue. 
     And so it goes... 
 
Brother Brendan Madden, FSC 
Correspondent 

Sr. Carol Quinn, OP 
     In the midst of a yearlong celebration of the 50th anniversary of our 
founding, Justin-Siena mourned the loss of an early pioneer in school      
history.  The founding principal of Siena High School and an integral figure 
in the merger of Justin and Siena High Schools, Sister Carol Quinn, died 
peacefully at Our Lady of Lourdes Convent in San Rafael on September 27, 
2016. She was a Dominican Sister of San Rafael for 62 years. 
     In 1963, the Most Reverend Leo T. Maher, DD, the first Bishop of the 
Diocese of Santa Rosa, asked the Dominican Sisters of San Rafael to staff a 
girls’ high school, while he charged the Christian Brothers with building a 
boys’ school on adjacent property.  The two schools opened in September, 
1966, with Brother Bede Van Duran, FSC serving as principal of Justin 
High School and Sr. Carol serving as principal of Siena High School.  
     Sr. Carol played a key role in the merger of Justin and Siena in 1972, and 
thereby paved the way for the thriving campus we enjoy today. Justin-Siena 
President Robert Jordan commended her courage and vision, saying, “Sr. Carol’s 
pioneering efforts in providing a Catholic education to the young people of 

Napa and beyond laid the foundation for the mission we carry on today. A leader in math and science education in 
her own right, Sr. Carol was a role model and a woman ahead of her time. Her collaboration with the Christian 
Brothers for the common good of educating the youth showed a level of foresight that, without, we would likely not 
be celebrating our 50th Anniversary this year.” 
 
Film Studies Class Thrives 
     Justin-Siena film studies students are realizing the distinct advantage of having a prestigious film festival right in 
their own backyard. In addition to access to special guest speakers and networking opportunities during the Napa 
Valley Film Festival, students are taking advantage of film making opportunities as well, thanks to the Cameo Cinema’s 
Family Film Festival.  On the final day of the Napa Valley 
Film Festival (NVFF), four of the top award winning 
films from the Cameo Cinema’s Family Film Festival 
(held on Memorial Day weekend), are screened at the 
Cameo Cinema in St. Helena. For three years running, 
aspiring filmmakers from Justin-Siena have taken the 
grand prize at the springtime festival, and so Justin-
Siena has enjoyed a great and evolving partnership with 
the event coordinators and film industry professionals. 
     On November 14, award-winning filmmaker and 
director, Mark Kirkland, was the featured guest at the 
Fall Film Forum. This three-time primetime Emmy 
Award winning director known for his work on The 
Simpsons had just given a special presentation at and 
the Napa Valley Film Festival, called “The Origin of 
Film,” which he adapted for his presentation to the 

Sr. Carol Quinn, OP 

Students pick up some pointers at the Napa Valley Film Festival. 
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students. Demonstrating and discussing antique, silent era hand crank cameras, Mr. Kirkland dazzled students with 
his passion for the pioneers of movie-making. Two years ago, his own silent, short film, “The Movie Picture Co.” 
was featured at the NVFF. 
 
Geology of the National Parks Class Partners with NRCD 
     This year, Mr. Landry’s Geology of the National Parks class 
is participating in a service learning experience with the Napa 
Resource Conservation District (NRCD).  Now in its second 
year, the important partnership forged by this class literally takes 
education out of the classroom and into the field. 
     NRCD sponsors the Land Smart program that gives high 
school students the chance to work and learn in their local wa-
tershed. For their November field experience, Mr. Landry’s stu-
dents traveled to the Linda Falls Preserve in Angwin. Students 
worked in and near Conn Creek observing igneous geology, 
collecting and identifying benthic macroinvertebrates (small 
critters that live on the bottom of streams and lakes) to gauge 
stream health, measuring stream velocity and flow, and replant-
ing native species in the chaparral forest. In addition to their 
service project, the students were able to squeeze in a hike to the 
base of Linda Falls for lunch and were rewarded with some great 
views of the now flowing stream. 
 
Hands-On Agriculture Education 
     Blessed with land, the willing and capable assistance of 
some of our Residence students and others, along with a commitment to deliver an education with a strong experien-
tial component, Justin-Siena is embracing its roots in ag country with an edible garden on the north end of campus. 
     Thanks to the aid and leadership of current parent and local “farm to fork” expert, Noël Lopreore with Family 
Farmer, the open space behind the Student Residence is being prepped to feed students in our Boarding Program 
while offering some hands-on ag education for our student residents. 
     Recently, with the aid of Ms. Lopreore and recent Saint Mary College’s grad Elias Granata ’12 who worked with 
some of the students, the garden was prepped for winter by cultivating the soil to eradicate the weeds and mix with 
compost. A cover crop of fava beans, peas, vetch, and rye was planted as a green manure, which will serve a dual 
purpose during the rainy season for erosion and weed prevention. In the spring the manure will be added back to the 
soil before planting the summer garden. 
     Mrs. Aggie Bailey, Director of Residential Life, is thrilled with the progress of the garden and eager to see what 
the efforts will reap in the future. “It’s great for our students to see the benefits of working the land, and we are so 
grateful for the leadership of Noël—who’s great with the kids and has such knowledge.” 
 
Ms. Eileen Mize 
Correspondent 

Students engage in service learning to benefit the local ecosystem. 

     On September 6, we started our AfterSchool class, with only 12 students – like 12 Apostles – from 2nd to 7th 
grade. Just one week before, we had had to buy 12 laptops, install all of the necessary study programs for our class, 
and set up the laptops in our students’ seats after taking away the old desktop CPUs and screens.  We also had to move 
some furniture, chairs, tables, bookshelves, and a big photocopy machine to our classroom.  We supply our students 
with some snacks at recess time, and that’s why we had to go to Costco to buy chips, biscuits and candies for them, too.   
     Brothers Valery, Phuc and Bosco, along with Hung, a former student of Br. Valery, are the main teachers of the 
AfterSchool class.  We are there every weekday from 1:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.  Essentially, we help the students do 
their own home work first, then teach them a typing lesson, show them how to fold paper toys/animals as in the Japanese 
book, “Origami”, have “frog jump” contests, and teach them songs, accompanying them with our accordion or organ.     
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     In addition, each weekend we have a catechism class for newly-converted Christians.  Also, Brothers Valery and 
Bosco have their own group of former students from Vietnam. These are very attached to us, their beloved teachers 
in Vietnam from before and after 1975.  They sometimes organize some gatherings and talk about their memories of 
the “formerly good time in Vietnam…”  They also helped financially the Brothers in Vietnam when both of us we 
were still “green-horn“ teachers , just graduated from the university and in our first year of teaching in our schools.  
     Around mid-September, our Bishop invited all priests and religious to a buffet at his house in downtown San Jose.  Three 
of us from our Community were able to take part in this celebration; the other Brothers were busy and unable to attend. 
     On September 25, the La Salle Sisters held the grand inauguration of their new Day Care Center at Kirk Avenue, 
with Holy Mass celebrated by Bishop Patrick McGrath and a banquet with all of their alumni, friends and parents. 
At the same occasion, they also celebrated the 50th anniversary of the La Salle Congregation’s founding in Vietnam. 
The Sisters had returned to Vietnam for a celebration in July and August at their Mother House in Mai Thon, Sai 
Gon, then they came back to US to celebrate the inauguration of this new Center. 
     Br. Cosmas Tuan, 87 years of age and the oldest member of our Community, spends time taking care of prayers 
and Holy Masses for the deceased members of our Alumni families and the La Salle Auxiliary Organization, asking 
the priests in Vietnam to celebrate Masses for their families. 
     Br. Phong Fortunat spent a lot of time giving retreats in different Vietnamese Communities in the U.S., Vietnam, 
Europe and Cambodia. He also takes care of the Vietnamese Drummers in San Jose so that local traditional Vietnamese 
celebrations can enjoy their folk drum performances.  From time to time, he contacts his former catechists, supporting 
them with his experiences, suggestions and advice. He used to take the Vietnamese youth to the World Youth Day 
in many countries around the world.  In November, Br. Phong returned to Vietnam and Cambodia for three weeks to 
help people in the flooded areas of central Vietnam and Cambodia and to take care of the poor students in Cambodia.  
     Br. Phuc Joseph, the youngest of us, is a natural chef.  We don’t know where he learned cooking, but he cooks 
pretty well for our Community.  At our AfterSchool class’ recess time, he is the only one who can play tag and soccer 
with our students, or push the heavy trash bin out to the street for trash pickup.  
     In Oct. Br. Phuc went to Los Angeles to prepare for the citizenship test.  Luckily, he passed.  So, he received his new 
passport and everything necessary to travel back to Vietnam to continue his apostolate there with his District of Vietnam.  
     On December 4, we completed our catechism class for our newly-converted Vietnamese students.  The class lasted 6 
months.  The students received a catechism diploma in both Vietnamese and English, stating that the candidate has just 
finished six months of religious study.  Our graduates can present this in order to be baptized either here or in Vietnam. 
     Before going home for Thanksgiving, Brothers Phuc, Valery and Bosco went with their students to the nearby 
Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant.  Hurrah!  All of them enjoyed going together the first time. They ordered their 
favorite meals and looking at the students smiling faces made us happy, too. 
     Later, the Sisters invited us and all of their benefactors for a family-style meal in their home.  Brothers Cosmas and 
Bosco enjoyed a delicious dinner of Alaskan pink salmon, a very warm supper with candlelight on a rainy and cold evening. 
     Right before Thanksgiving, Br. Cosmas fell ill and Br. Phong drove him to the emergency room at the hospital 
nearby.  He stayed there overnight.  At home, a Vietnamese doctor cared for him with acupuncture, and we Brothers 
cared for him with fraternal charity. 
     Thanksgiving Eve, we invited all 9 Sisters to our house.  These came and organized a prayer service in our chap-
el and, after that, a Thanksgiving dinner with the traditional turkey.  The Sisters prepared all the food and the Broth-
ers prepared the tables and decorated the dining room.  After the meal, Br. Bosco played accordion and we all sang 
together Vietnamese popular songs and anthems.  These reminded us of good times in Vietnam when these Sisters 
were novices and the Brothers were scholastics in the city of Da Lat. 
     For this Christmas, we plan to organize a Christmas carols group with our church choir to visit some nursing 
homes and children’s hospitals in the San Jose area, in order to bring consolation and happiness to the elderly and 
the children.  We don’t know how the project will go, but we just want to try our best and so we keep practicing our 
songs.  Maybe, as with any first time project, it will seem to be difficult, but with time, it will get easier.  For sure, it 
will bring more love and happiness to this world and bring people together in love and peace, as it did once 2000 
years ago when, above some Bethlehem grotto, a bright star stopped on its way and the angels happily sang: 
 

“Glory to God in Heaven, 
Peace on Earth for the just people.” 

 
Brother Bosco Truong, FSC 
Correspondent 
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     The months of November and December have been busy for the Lightning as students competed in post-season 
play for football and soccer, participated in class retreats at Camp Ghormley, rehearsed for the drama club’s produc-
tions of Check, Please! and Spar, and kicked-off basketball season.       
     La Salle ended its fall sports season with much of which to be proud.  All teams put forth a great effort on and off 
the fields.  Girls’ Soccer ended an impressive season with a 17-4-1 record and finished 2nd in 1A State tournament 
play!  Head Coach Felix Rodriguez also earned himself SCAC West Coach of the Year recognition.  La Salle’s 
Football Team, with Head Coach, Cody Lamb leading the way, had an amazing season with a 10-2 record.  After a 
tough quarter-final loss to Royal, they can proudly say that they finished among the state's elite eight!  Go Lightning! 
     On Tuesday of Thanksgiving week, the students, 
faculty and staff of La Salle came together to enjoy a 
Thanksgiving meal in the Student Commons. This 
meal of Thanksgiving, which has become a favorite 
tradition amongst the students, comes complete with 
roasted turkey, mashed potatoes, delicious desserts 
and all the trimmings. Parent volunteers roast the tur-
keys, all the students are assigned a particular type of 
food to bring to school, and then the entire student 
body and faculty sit side by side at long lines of tables 
and share the meal together. This tradition was introduced 
several years ago by former Lasallian Volunteer Sean 
Ruane.  Now, the entire school looks forward to this 
Thanksgiving week ritual and the opportunity to give 
thanks for our wonderful school community. 
     The Lightning also found time to focus on others 
as they attended Mass, donated needed items for our Giving Tree, and participated in our twice-yearly blood drive.  
Students rallied around families in need in our valley as they purchased and donated winter coats, warm clothing 
and household items and challenged one another to a food drive, all with the focus on serving the vulnerable and 
those facing tough times this holiday season. Students and faculty also rolled up their sleeves to offer up a record 19 
units of life-saving blood for the American Red Cross during our holiday blood drive. Service to others is both a 
core value and the cornerstone of a Lasallian education; our students truly live Jesus in their hearts!     
     On December 3rd, a crowd of over 550 gathered in the La Salle Gymnasium and Student Commons to pay tribute to 
one of our own, Taylor Cliett, who passed away on November 13th at the University of Washington Medical Center.  

     A member of the Class of 2008, Taylor was a basketball and track stand-out, an 
honor student, and the embodiment of the core values held by our namesake, Saint 
La Salle.  Upon graduation, Taylor earned basketball and track scholarships to at-
tend Northwest University in Kirkland, where he met his future wife, Erika. They 
both played basketball for Northwest, wearing the same number on their jerseys.  
     Taylor graduated in 2012 with a degree in accounting.  In July, Taylor was diag-
nosed with melanoma. Throughout his fight against cancer, Taylor never complained.  
Instead, he was a beacon of hope and a ray of sunshine to his family and friends, often 
asking how everyone else was doing or feeling.  In August, his beautiful daughter, 
Ellie was born. 
     Among the many who spoke at Taylor’s service were his wife, Erika and his  
father, Brian. Each spoke of Taylor’s bravery, optimism, and hopeful attitude. They 
each reflected that, even faced with death, Taylor never had a crisis of faith. Taylor 
was passionate about his family, his friends, the sports he loved, and his God. He 
made the world a better place, and will forever be missed by his Lasallian family. 
 
Mr. John Blackstock 
Correspondent 

Taylor Cliett 

Students ready to enjoy their school’s traditional Thanksgiving meal together. 
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     The Christmas season is always a special one for 
the Mullen community. Our Lasallian mission is alive 
and exemplified through the good work being done 
by our students and staff. 
     The fall play this year, Our Town, was received 
with rave reviews. Theatre Director Ebie Panozzo and 
her cast a crew did an outstanding job bringing 
Grover’s Corners to Mullen. The energy and zeal of 
our thespians is tangible and already has our community 
abuzz regarding the spring musical.  
     In mid-November, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
and author Sonia Nazario visited campus in support 
of her novel, Enrique’s Journey, which is the San 
Francisco New Orleans District’s One Book One  
District selection for the 2016 – 2017 school year. 
Nazario was a hit with students and staff during her 
afternoon presentation to the Mullen community. In 

addition, the author was very well received at her presentation to parents and guests later that evening. Nazario is a 
champion for the marginalized and her thesis was well-aligned with the Lasallian Core Principle of Concern for the 
Poor and Social Justice. A Mullen Senior remarked, “I really appreciated that she followed the same path as         
Enrique…she was approachable, balanced and wasn’t preachy…meeting the author of the book we are all reading is 
pretty special.” 
     A November hallmark at Mullen is our Thanksgiving basket distribution. In total, seventy families from the  
Sheridan neighborhood were given a hand up in this annual event that is enthusiastically embraced by our entire 
Mullen community. The effort was spearheaded by our Lasallian Youth.  Because of the care and commitment of 
our school’s students and adults, scores of families were able to enjoy a holiday meal with loved ones and experi-
ence the meaning of the season.  In that same spirit, Mullen staff penned personal notes to our recent graduates – 
this is also an annual tradition and is led by the Office of Philanthropy and Engagement.  The autumn greeting card 
is a simple yet important correspondence that lets our most recent graduates know that their Mullen family is thinking 
of them as they acclimate to the collegiate experience. This gesture is always well received, particularly by parents 
who appreciate that our most newly minted graduates are still fresh in our minds.  
     We were thrilled to be visited by Monsignor Ed Buelt, ’74, in early December.  Msgr. Buelt is the pastor at Notre 
Dame Catholic Church, which is near our campus.  
Msgr. Buelt toured his alma mater alongside Mullen 
President and CEO, Carl Unrein, ’72, and Principal, 
Janell Kloosterman.  The trio visited classes and 
talked about Mullen’s rich past and bright future. 
“Having Monsignor back on campus was incredibly 
special,” said Mr. Unrein.  “We were friends through 
the Speech and Debate program.  People don’t know 
this, but he was the one who kept Frank Sferra orga-
nized all those years ago!”  Mr. Unrein also reflected 
on how much the Mullen community supports Mon-
signor Buelt in his parish ministry at Notre Dame and 
the importance of the partnership between the two 
schools.  
     Recently, our alumni, led by Lisa Fatovic ’95 and 
Chris Martinez ’83, partnered with the Mullen       
Parents’ Association, Mullen’s Pastoral Office, and 
the Office of Philanthropy and Engagement for our 
school’s annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.  

A scene from Mullen’s production of Our Town by Thorton Wilder. 

Enrique’s Journey author Sonia Nazario (center right) is welcomed by (l-r) 
English department chair Pat Crnkovich, president Carl Unein, and         

principal Janell Kloosterman. 
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Principal Janell Kloosterman and President Carl Unrein  
welcomed our guests as Mullen’s choir sang and played in-
struments requisite for the season.  Mullen alumnus and 
Deacon Tim Kenny, ’77, shared a prayer and blessing for 
the tree.  Students gathered and sang Christmas carols and 
also enjoyed cookies and refreshments.  Afterward, our 
alumni got together at nearby Monaghan’s Bar and Grill in 
celebration of community and in support of Monaghan’s 
annual toy drive. Our alumni had a great time catching up 
and sharing stories of their time on campus. In all, the event 
featured graduates from every decade dating back to the 
nineteen sixties. New Director of Philanthropy and Engage-
ment Mark Pino enjoyed his time with the alumni. “I see 
why Mullen is such a special place for so many.  Seeing 
alumni represented tonight across multiple eras is not only 
fun but also inspiring.”   
     Our Mullen family once again conducted our annual 
Christmas outreach on December 17th. This effort serves sixty Sheridan families and really exemplifies the “Enter 
to Learn; Leave to Serve” ethos so familiar when talking about the mission of Mullen High School.  Director of  

Service Learning Judy McCarty observes, “Christmas Out-
reach serves our Sheridan families who are most in need and 
follows our efforts with Booville (Halloween children’s par-
ty) and the Thanksgiving gift baskets perfectly. We also love 
that Habitat for Humanity is providing homes for many of 
these same families.  This is our mission and a constant re-
minder of why we do what we do on behalf of others.” 
     To all of our Lasallian sisters and brothers, we wish you 
all a blessed Christmas.  May 2017 bring good things to the 
children under our charge and may the true spirit of this     
Advent season be lived fruitfully and with authenticity 
throughout the year. 
 
Mr. Sean Keefe 
Correspondent            

Mullen alums of all ages gather in support of their alma mater. 

Mustangs gearing up for this year’s Christmas outreach. 

     Blessings and prayers from the Provincialate Community - Mont La Salle during this Advent season.  Prayers for 
the special preparations this time provides for a “new coming” of Jesus into our hearts. This month’s contribution 
will highlight a few aspects of our CAP that have taken place recently. 
 
Hospitality / Celebrations 
     Since our CAP puts an emphasis on how we can be supportive to the many forms of District effort to pursue the 
Mission, we continue to offer “hospitality” as one of our major efforts to contribute.  We had a special community 
retirement dinner for Chrie Troup as she completed her many years of service to DLSI in a variety of roles, the most 
recent as Administrative Assistant to the Visitor. She was joined by her husband, Dale, and we had a most relaxed 
and fun evening, especially reviewing stories of past Brothers and Partners! 
     Celebrating our own community members’ birthdays is also a date we look forward to.  During the time since 
September, we have celebrated Brothers Mark Murphy, Armand Garcia and James Joost! We have a special dinner 
in the dining room in our living quarters, menu provided by the birthday-boy and prepared by our now-justly-
famous chef, Juan Zavala. Brother James Joost provides place settings, made just for that dinner, usually with much 
humor and cleverness portraying the Brother whose birthday it is!  Brother George Van Grieken did the one for 
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Brother James!  The faith-sharing prayer service preceding the social and table conversation ranges from grateful 
reflections on the Brother’s contributions and impromptu “roasting.” 
 
Prayer / Vocation Ministry / Day of Recollection 
     Again our CAP contains ways in which to enrich our regular community prayer life with special attention to   
occasions that remind us to integrate the three components of our vocation: consecration – mission – community.  
For the First Sunday of Advent we had a recollection morning that included a reading and discussion of the    
Lasallian Reflection -2 (Rome): ONE CALL, MANY VOICES.  Helpful insights; good reflections.  
     On Friday afternoons, we continue a long standing practice of a faith-sharing session that centers on the gospel 
passage that will be used at the Sunday liturgy. It has proven to be an effective way to share insights and encourage 
one another.  We also often mention as an intention the Contact and Aspirant program in our community prayer as 
well as participate when we can at the times a special program is being done at Mont La Salle.  
     We participated in the prayer service that De La Salle Institute provided the night of the Advent /Christmas    
dinner for the entire staff and spouses/companions with about 80 in attendance.  Greg Kopra, Director of Formation 
for Mission, put together an excellent program in English and Spanish, centered on St. Joseph and including the use 
of the Great O antiphons. Spectacular art work and informative text! The service was in the main chapel and        
received many compliments and expressions of gratitude. 
     We wish all of you continued graces for our preparations and anticipation of celebrating the Lord’s Incarnation.  
 
Brother Mark Murphy, FSC 
Correspondent 

     I have recently been preparing lectures for 2017 in Mediaeval 
Spirituality.  The field seems to be of great interest to present 
graduate students as evidenced by the influence of the Cistercian 
monk Thomas Keating (a friend of Thomas Merton) and his 
work on Centering Prayer which is based on an English l4th 
century text.  
     Cambridge has the largest collection of illuminated mediae-
val manuscripts in the U.K. after the British Library in London.  
In addition, museums from seven Europeans countries and the 
U.S. (including the Getty in Los Angeles) have lent their     
treasurers.  I was especial impress by the Creation of Heaven 
and Earth which was painted in Siena between 1460 and 1477.  
The painter - Rossini - was obviously influenced by Dante as 
God presides over the circles of creation represented by the   
colored circles. 
     It was fascinating to learn at the Victoria and Albert that  
England was one of the centers of liturgical vestments in the  
mediaeval period.  The special Chasuble, created between l434 
and 1446, is made of velvet cloth of gold embroidered with   
silver thread.  The coats of arms of the donor are held by angels 
and the representation of Saint Francis of Assisi and below him 
Clare indicate that this was a gift for a Franciscan foundation. 
     I return to Mont La Salle this week to observe the District 
Chapter.  The Brothers of the new District of Britain, Ireland 
and Malta are meeting now in groups to prepare for their first 
Chapter which will be held during the Easter vacation.   
     Change seems to be the theme for theological education here 
in Britain and Ireland. All the Anglican  theological colleges 
(except those at Oxford and Cambridge) have left their local Rossini’s Creation of Heaven and Earth. 
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universities to join the Faculty of Theology at the University of 
Durham, The graduate and undergraduate Jesuit  College of         
Philosophy and Theology in the University of London  is closing.     
It has a  history of four  hundred years.  Milltown College, the Jesuit 
theological college in the federated University of Ireland is becoming 
an institute in Trinity College Dublin.  
     Fortunately, our ecumenical theological college here in Salisbury 
seems to be stable and looking to the future.  Our classrooms look 
out on the massive mediaeval cathedral  which  was dedicated in 
1258.  Perhaps this is what gives a sense of permanence to all within 
the ancient Cathedral Close. 
 
Brother Patrick Moore, FSC 
Correspondent 

15th-century embroidered chasuble on display  
at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 

     The Sacred Heart Community is wrapping 
up another memorable year together. Fall was 
a busy season for the group, attending events 
and growing together as a community.  
     The community’s biggest event of the   
season occurred when they hosted 25 Lasallian 
Volunteers for the 11th annual Lasallian Vol-
unteers (LVs) run.  On November 13, months 
of planning and training paid off as twenty-
four LVs, two Brothers, three LV alums, and 
various family and friends participated in the 
Mermaid Run held in San Francisco, California 
along San Francisco Bay.  The program’s 
fundraising campaign surpassed its goal of 
$60,000, raising over $62,000. The community 
accommodated the volunteers for a weekend 
full of good food, great company and countless 
memories that will not be forgotten.  Donations 
are still being received for this event; visit 
lasallianvolunteers.org for more info.  
     The Christmas tree is decorated and   

stockings are hung, and the community is looking forward to spending the last few weeks of 2016 together enjoying 
the holiday season. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year! 
 
Ms. Abbey Sorensen 
Correspondent 

The Sacred Heart Cathedral Community in a holiday mood. 

http://www.lasallianvolunteers.org/
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     The Fall semester ended on December 8th, the last day of final examinations. 
     The Development Office has been busily seeking funding for the expansion of the McKeon Pavilion (the College 
major gymnasium) and the construction of a new library building.  The Pavilion, constructed in 1978, has been 
faced with sellout crowds and requests for more tickets.  When the Pavilion sold tickets for its inaugural basketball 
game against Stanford (which the Gaels lost) the patronage was respectable. With the success of the basketball    
program (the Gaels defeated Stanford this season) the increase of local population and increase among eager young 
alumni the demands for more seating have increased.  The expansion plans include, in addition to more seating,   
improved locker facilities, TV broadcast space, women’s facilities, an elevator, coaches’ offices and numerous other 
amenities and necessities.  
     The current College library was constructed in the late 1960’s when the College enrollment, essentially under-
graduate, was approximately 900 males.  While the computer age since the 60’s has brought an abundance of easily 
accessible information through the Internet, the enrollment, including both men and women, graduate and under-
graduate students, now exceeds 4,000.  The administration is well aware of the need for a new library, and the     
Accrediting Association has urged an expanded library facility, in spite of Internet availability.  Not only would 
book space be enlarged, but need for appropriate rare book collection, an adequate archive reference center are needed.  
More individual study units, meeting space, conference and film review rooms would also be made available. 
     The College administration and pressure from a concerned Town of Moraga Council have targeted the construction 
of a convenient and attractive parking facility, since no one desires more asphalt covering the naturally picturesque 
Moraga campus ground.  Such construction is costly. 
     This past semester the major remodeling of the former central heating plant provided offices for both graduate 
and undergraduate business faculty as well as for an expanded printing facility.  The business faculty was housed in 
a College owned facility about a half-mile from campus, but not being on campus hindered easy student access to 
faculty, though the faculty appreciated the easy parking space in that locale. 
     A grand Golden Jubilee celebration on Sunday, December 11th marked Brother Martin Yribarren’s reception of 
the Christian Brothers’ robe commencing with a memorial Mass celebrated by the Brothers’ Chaplain, Rev. Thomas 
McElligott, with Revs. John Morris, OP, Hai Ho, OFM Cap. and Xavier Lavagetto as concelebrants .  Rev. Xavier 
Lavagetto, OP, Catholic Chaplain at Stanford University was the homilist.  Much of the pleasing music sung by the 
chorus and congregation was composed by the Jubilarian, who holds his doctorate in music from Univ. of Southern 
California.  Family and acquaintances drove and flew in from such states as Arizona and Minnesota, as well as Cali-
fornia.  Approximately 75 guests enjoyed both libations and an exotic Basque menu for the luncheon that followed.  
Brother Mel Anderson delivered the invocation and Brother Kenneth Cardwell was M.C. and Toastmaster. 
     Rev. Thomas McElligott and faculty member Rosemary Graham will again be conducting a January Term class 
of twenty students in Ireland.   This academic adventure to the Island will be Father Tom’s 13th.  Father Tom will 
be two days late for Ireland this January since he is presiding for the wedding of a remarkable friend who was one of 
a successful family of seven who lived in a one room apartment in San Francisco when Father Tom met the family 
as a young priest.  Tom will also be teaching a course in Biblical literature and preparing a  film on religious experi-
ence for the Fall during the forthcoming Spring.  
     Brother Kenneth will be concentrating on the completion of his book on the Gospel of St. Mark during January 
since he is not teaching a January Course and decided to forego the pleasure of being a Resident Hall Director.  He 
is also engaged as dinner entertainer (on occasion) and social chairman to his 93 year old mother from time to time.  
(Brother Kenneth’s late father was a professor of architecture at the University of California for many years.)  
Brother Kenneth will also spend time dreaming of a trip to the Galapagos Islands. 
     The inauguration of Phi Cappa Phi Chapter on the Saint Mary’s Campus has long been a dream of Brother Richard 
Lemberg.  Members from the College student body will be inducted in April, 2017, much to Brother Richard’s delight. 
     The uncontrolled hunger of the Bark Beetle aided by the California drought left 95 trees dead at Camp La Salle 
in the High Sierras.  Brother Chris Donnelly spent considerable time and effort in dead tree removal over the past 
month.  He has also been intimately involved in relocating 156 faculty, high tech computer and maintenance staff 
personnel from one location to another.  He will soon be supervising the installation of new 12,000-volt transformer 
for the older campus gymnasium. 
     Brother Raphael Patton continues to research and catalog the history of the pioneer District and Saint Mary’s 
College Christian Brothers and their successors.  The compilation should be an historian’s delight.  He is also      
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engaged in a friendly mathematician to mathematician conversation with Brother Brendan Kneale, now 97, and residing 
at Mont La Salle, on an interesting theory for mathematicians that Brother Brendan has evolved in his free-time. 
     Relaxed from his short sabbatical, Brother Christopher Brady has found a new venture of interest in the campus 
Mission and Ministry establishment and the Campus Mission Office in the form of founding a Lasallian Educators 
Fellows Program.   His interest and work would, as he says, eventually “become a real job.” 
     Director, Brother Thomas Jones, has been sequestered for several December days at the Airport Hilton in      
Oakland interviewing candidates for the position of Dean of the School of Education.  Given the growing number of  
students seeking teaching credentials, master of arts degrees or a Doctorate in Education, the selection of a Dean is a 
significantly important task.  After an enduring and productive membership on the Board of the Queen of Angels 
Hospital in Napa, CA, Brother Thomas will be become an emeritus member of the Hospital Board.  He will thus 
spend his time being a member of the College Board of Trustees, Community Director, Student Counselor, Resident 
Director, Member of the District Council and other euphoric and time-consuming tasks. 
     Brother Glenn Bolton sponsored a lovely outdoor barbecue for the Resident Hall Directors in his enclosed garden 
toward the close of the Fall season.  Two senior residents with culinary acuity were volunteered for the task and  
produced a commendable repast.  Brother Glenn continues to engage in conducting Professional Development    
Services for both students and alumni.  His colleagues from other institutions have tabbed him for leadership in   
several national organizations. 
     The Brothers’ Communities have published statements on the Catholic and Lasallian mission of the College over 
the past few years.  Several Brothers and lay faculty members have been engaged in the compilation of a statement 
on the Liberal Arts, a task which has proved difficult to compose.  The need for such a statement seems imperative 
in light of the College being a significant Catholic element in higher education history, a Catholic dedication to the 
great Catholic Intellectual Tradition as well as other social and moral concerns of the Church.  Such is said in light 
of post-modern attitudes so prevalent in higher education at this time.  Several Brothers are also concerned with the 
future of the College, given the diminishment and aging of the Brothers and the inroads of secularization.  A group 
of Brothers hope to develop a plan for the future of the College during the forthcoming semester and summer in 
light of encroaching negative circumstances in our time.  It becomes clearer every day that the intellectual and moral 
challenges facing the Church and society in general are becoming more impending.  At this point, statements on 
Liberal Arts or Liberal Arts Education and one on Plans for the “Saint Mary’s College of the Future” are pending. 
 
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
Correspondent  

     The Saint Mary's College High School community in 
Berkeley enjoyed an active fall and busy month of December, 
marking the Seasons of Advent and Christmas with cele-
brations, commemorations, and caring:  candles, carols, 
cocoa, cookies, coats, college crunch, chapel construction, 
and more.  Fall Term exams concluded before Thanksgiving, 
and the Winter Term got underway in late November.   
     The Campus Ministry Team again created the annual 
Advent Wreath around the large iron Cross at the center 
of campus and another paper candle flame appeared each 
week.  A school liturgy on December 8 honored Patroness, 
Saint Mary, on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
with a reconciliation service available to the community 
the preceding day.  The final week of school before 
Christmas included holiday cookie decorating (and eating), 
a Christmas concert, the ever-popular Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Day, and a yearly student favorite:  hot chocolate 
served by the Brothers’ Community at their campus resi-
dence one chilly morning before school.     Students checking on donations to their Advent Coat and Sock Drive. 
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     Campus visits by prospective freshmen wrapped up in mid-December, with hundreds of eighth graders having 
visited from dozens of area Catholic, public, and independent schools during the fall.  The three-hour visit includes 
tours by current students and classroom visits.  The annual High School Placement Test for freshman applicants 
takes place on January 7.    
     The Advent Coat and Sock Drive wrapped up before Christmas vacation and was another huge success, with 
hundreds of warm, gently-used coats and jackets and new pairs of men’s socks donated by students, families, alumni, 
and friends.  Collection bins in the main office and at curbside collections before school were overflowing.  Coats 
are donated to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society in nearby Oakland, and socks to the Berkeley Catholic Worker House. 
     Other recent service projects sponsored by the campus “SALT” Club – Social Action Lasallian Team – included 
volunteering in November at the annual Olive Harvest for 
the Dominican Sisters in their historic, mission-era olive 
orchards about thirty miles from Berkeley.  The renowned 
artisanal extra-virgin olive oil is sold to support the Sisters 
and is also used for sacraments in the Diocese of Oakland.  
In late November, students and faculty braved a rainy Sun-
day morning volunteering at a water and aid station near 
campus while thousands of rain-soaked runners made their 
way from the hills to San Francisco Bay along the Berkeley 
Half-Marathon route.   
     The new Saint Mary’s Student Chapel is slowly taking 
shape on an empty slope near the main campus entrance.  
After weeks of clearing, digging, and relocating gas, electric, 
and phone lines, above-ground work has taken off quickly 
with the site being readied for a foundation.  The new chapel, 
the first dedicated student chapel on campus since 1973, is 
expected to be completed next summer.   
     The Class of 2006 gathered on campus for a ten-year 
reunion before Christmas, as did the Class of ’52 and also 
the young alumni from the last four graduating classes.  
Panther alums took on the current Varsity Basketball men 
at the annual Alumni Basketball Game on campus on Thanksgiving Eve.  Many alumni and their families were on 
campus in early November for the annual Memorial Mass.  And alumni veterans of the Armed Services were re-
membered in a special way on the 75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor.  One campus classroom building is named for a 
beloved donor from the Class of 1927 who was on the USS Vestal, adjacent to the Arizona, on December 7, 1941.  
He was considered a hero by the Navy for his actions helping to save injured men that day.  In January, planning 
will get underway for the Class of 1967’s Golden Reunion in June.  The men will join the Class of 2017 for gradua-
tion weekend events. 
     As alumni hold their celebrations, seniors are busy (and at times understandably a bit frantic) meeting college 

application deadlines, getting letters of recommenda-
tion, and doing scholarship research.  With a Novem-
ber 30 midnight deadline for applications to both the 
University of California and California State University 
systems looming, the College Counseling office was 
abuzz with activity that particular Wednesday.   
     Auditions for the school’s Spring Musical were 
held in early December, with dozens of actors, singers, 
and dancers ready to shine in Disney’s High School 
Musical next March and April.  Veteran director and 
art and choral teacher, Mr. Antone Olivier, Class of 
1970, has nearly five dozen school productions under 
his belt.  His Theatre Arts classes travel to local   
Catholic grammar schools each year to perform inter-
active short plays with students on topics pertinent to 
growing up healthy and happy. 

Volunteers at the Berkeley Half-Marathon were able to combine service to 

their community with a little fun. 

Helping with the annual Olive Harvest was one of several SALT 
Club service learning activities this fall. 
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     Members of the Saint Mary’s Brothers’ Community 
continue to be busy with school administration, Dis-
trict meetings and workshops, Vocations Team work, 
teaching, Campus Ministry, Chapel construction over-
sight, fundraising, and invaluable photo and video 
documentation of Saint Mary’s life.  Just some of the 
events hosted at their campus residence over the past 
few months included alumni reunions, morning hot 
chocolate for students, the Faculty and Staff Christmas 
luncheon, and Office of Education new teacher mid-
year gatherings. 
     Saint Mary’s sends a special “Thank You” to the 
Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation and to the 
many members of the Saint Mary’s community who 
so generously raised more than $9,000 with Septem-
ber purchases of Brother Timothy Cabernet.  The 
school has received $30,000 from the wine sales over 
the past few years, all of which supports tuition assis-
tance.  Before his 54 years as Christian Brothers’  
Cellarmaster beginning in 1935, Brother Timothy 
Diener (1910-2003) taught at Christian Brothers High 
School in Sacramento, California for one year, and 
then Science at Saint Mary’s High in Berkeley from 
1932-1935.  A classroom in the school’s Science building bears his name. 
     When the New Year begins, the extended Saint Mary’s family will look forward to many good things, not least 
among them the new Chapel, but perhaps a close second is the annual Crab Feed in February, where this year’s 
coastal crab catch will be abundant!  Best wishes from Saint Mary’s High to Lasallians in the San Francisco New 
Orleans District for a very Happy, Healthy, and Blessed New Year. 
 
Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman 
Correspondent 

     Brothers Brian Dybowski and Don Mouton coordinated their travel plans to attend the Directors’ meeting at 
the end of September.  The timing of their return put them in Albuquerque during the International Balloon Fiesta 
which includes literally hundreds of hot-air balloons in flight over the city and surrounding area. 
     Bro. Mel Pelton made a quick trip to Colorado to attend the funeral of his sister-in-law.  Your prayers for the 
repose of her soul and for the family are requested. 
     After the first home football game, Bro. Martin Swonke made his usual collection of aluminum cans for recy-
cling.  Unfortunately, he fell and hurt his knee, but fortunately, there was no fracture.  However, it was so painful 
that he could not walk on it and required a wheelchair for awhile.  He enjoyed a visit from 2 of his nephews, 
James and Charles Chude, and they provided him a good deal of support wheeling him from place to place.  An 
MRI showed that fluid had collected in the area, and that had to be drained with the result that he was in much less 
pain and could even walk with only a walker or a cane.  In early October, he received a visit from his niece,    
Nancy, and her husband.  He continues improving as he receives therapy and spends more time walking around 
the house under the watchful eyes of Brothers Bill Hughes, Joe Haras, and Mel Pelton.  
     Despite his saying that there should be nothing special for his funeral, Bro. Benildus Sulzer had remembrance 
of him at Mass somewhat more expansive than he asked.  Some 30 friends attended the Mass in the community 
and Fr. Earl did a bit of singing at appropriate points in the liturgy.  He also gave a warm tribute to the man who 
had served as sacristan for years.  The next day, Fr. Paul provided a similarly apt graveside service.  
     For his vacation, Bro. Bill went on a cruise with family members.  The fact that his sister works in the travel 
industry facilitated the arrangements.  He returned from the Caribbean with tales of his very pleasant experience 
and a couple of photos of family enjoying the vacation.  His recreation was fortunate because, on his return, he 

Seniors took a quick break to pose with College Counselor Ms. Sonia Ryan 
(center back) and found happy smiles to share in the midst of College Crunch-time.  
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began the lengthy process of clearing the accumulated “wealth” from Bro. Benildus’s rooms.  That process continues as 
of this writing.  Brothers Arthur Carroll and Charles Miller, with assistance from Bro. Bill and Diahann Larson and 
some Campus Ministry students, are addressing similar needs in the sacristy and chapel. 
     Though not completely recovered from his hip replacement, Bro. Charles fell and had another fracture of his hip.  
Fortunately, he did not require surgery this time.  He returned home on 18 October to find his bathroom under re-
construction as the tub/shower was being replaced by an ADA accessible shower.  Brothers Arthur and James 
Grahmann were similarly “incommodated” while the construction was completed.  Similar improvements will be 
made for some other bathrooms in future so that we “senior Brothers” have a safer environment.  The construction 
occasioned examination of a few other possible improvements which may be made in the future. 
     Bro. Donald Johanson, Visitor was with us the latter part of October for his annual visit.  Overlapping that by a 
day or two, was a brief stop by Bro James Joost.  Fortunately, they were greeted not only by the Brothers’ welcome 
but by extraordinary Santa Fe fall weather.  While they were here, Bro. Don Mouton cooked his renowned gumbo as 
a treat for the CSF Alumni who have provided, and continue to provide. so much support for the Brothers over the 
years.  The hair color, or lack thereof, of the group indicates how long they have provided that support. 
     Bob Carrejo, Director of Communications, joined us on 25 October to provide a talk as part of the Faculty       
Retreat held in the Brothers’ residence.  In early November, Bro. Mike Livaudais came for a visit while he made 
several presentations in the school.  At the end of the month, we had a flying visit from Mike Daniels, Director of 
Education.  Unfortunately, he had to leave early Thursday morning instead of being with us for our usual Thursday 
“Mexican supper” so capably provided by our cook, Patsy Martinez.  In early December, Young Lasallians Director 
Kennena Amuzie visited with us while in Santa Fe working with Diahann Larson and the students who are involved 
in youth ministry.  The additional perspectives offered by our various visitors enriches the somewhat restricted    
purview of us older folks. 
     Thanksgiving was quiet with Bro. Joe spending the day with his dad and brother and Bro. Fred Van Haaften  
having the Thanksgiving feast with his family in White Rock.  Bro. Mel provided the traditional turkey, dressing, 
sweet potatoes, and pumpkin pie for the Brothers in the community, and the leftovers served us well for the next few 
days.  Doubtless, some of us now need extra exercise to offset the scrumptious calories! 
     On a monthly basis, Bro. Mel has begun inspiring students at Santo Niño, the local Catholic elementary school.  
The teacher, Mrs. Maria Sanchez, is an alumna of St. Michael’s High School and wanted a Brother to share in this 
regional Catholic school which supplies most of St. Michael’s students. 
     Brothers Martin, and his sidekick, Bro. Mel, attend all of the home basketball games.  They have foregone      
attending away games because of the former’s physical limitations. 
     Bro. James (aka Bro. Nic) had an enjoyable visit with 3 of his nieces from San Antonio and Houston in late    
November.  He plans to attend the annual family gathering on Christmas Day at his youngest brother’s spacious 
lodge in the country near Hallettsville.  On a more prosaic note, he is waiting for the latest technology which he 
hopes will improve his minimal hearing at least a little. 
     Brothers Fred and Joe will spend some time with their families locally over the holidays while Brothers Arthur 
and Bill will travel to New Orleans and Denver respectively to spend some holiday time there.  Merry Christmas to 
all, and to all a good flight! 
     The afternoon of December 11, a dulcimer group which entertains various groups of older folks provided a    
concert.  Bro. Don arranged for the visit and social which followed. 
 
Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 

     As Christmas approaches and the school lobby is nicely decorated (thanks to the generosity of the Brothers 
sharing their surplus of decorations) the image of the star of Bethlehem guiding the way floods my thoughts.  So 
too does the image of our Lasallian star as it guides us to bring forth the Lasallian mission in our schools.  Each 
arm of the star reminding us of the different aspects of how to live the Lasallian mission in the areas of faith,    
inclusivity, respect, social concern, and education.  Here is a brief look at how the Lasallian light shines at St. 
Michael’s High School.    
     Faith in the Presence of God:  What a blessing it is to be led in prayer  by passionate young Lasallians!  
From assisting with Masses or preparing the Thanksgiving prayer service for the school community, the student 
campus ministers demonstrate their humble servant leadership.  With joyful hearts we say “thank you” to the      
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student campus ministers for the work they do in promoting 
the spirit of faith on campus. Through their preparations at 
Masses or other prayer services, our St. Michael’s family has 
had the opportunity to join in prayer for peace, remember and 
pray for those who have died, take a moment or two to give 
thanks, and to always remember God’s presence in our lives.  
In addition, we are also grateful to the Caballeros de Vargas 
from the Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis as they joined us 
by accompanying the statue of Our Lady for the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception.  What a gift it is to live in Santa 
Fe...the city of faith. 
     Inclusive Community:  Over  the past few months our  
doors have been open and we have been blessed with visits 
from district personnel. Thank you Br. Michael Livaudais, 
Mike Daniels, Kenenna Amuzie, and Bob Carrejo (who also 
led a faculty formation session) for your visits to the school.  
You, along with Greg Kopra, Charlie Legendre, Br. Donald 

and all else in the district office act as a light for us all with the leadership you all provide.  Thank you!   
     Speaking of visitors, Open House is always a great time to open our doors, but what comes after is an even great-
er gift as many students come to join us in our regular school day as a “shadow” to one of our Horsemen Guardians.  
The Shadow Days give prospective students a better glimpse into the everyday life of St. Michael’s, and everyday 
life is pretty good at St. Mike’s as we look at some of the successes of our students in activities and athletics.   
     Congratulations goes to all of the fall sports competitors as they completed their seasons strong with most of 
them finishing in the top four in the state!  In particular we would like to highlight Nique Enloe and Allen Sanchez 
who signed on to play at the collegiate level.  Nique will be playing soccer at University of Texas at Dallas and    
Allen will be golfing at New Mexico Junior College next year.  Great job and Good Luck!  
     Our ears are blessed as we listen to the sounds of our  musicians and singers.  They not only share their talents at 
guitar, band and choir concerts and by singing at Mass, but more than 30 students were recognized as members of 
the State Honor Choir and 5 of them qualified for All-State. More recently a few of our Choral Arts students and 
Director, Carmen Florez-Mansi, were invited to sing at the Vatican before the Consistory Mass and at the closing mass 
of the Jubilee Year of Mercy as part of the St. Francis Basilica Choir.  What a joyous occasion!   
     Respect for All Persons:  Through action and voice, our  community joined together  to show respect for  
others.  The football and volleyball teams each had their respective “Pink” games honoring those with cancer during 
the month of October.  The Student Wellness Action Team (SWAT) and Outdoor  Adventure Club showed respect 
for the environment by cleaning up the Santa Fe River.  The Choral Arts Society volunteered and shared songs at a 
local nursing home.  
     As our voices of mercy were called to peace during the International Lasallian Days of Peace, many from the  
student body participated with daily prayer, creating a school wide prayer chain, and being in solidarity with others 
from the region with a white out day and participating in the sun-
rise to sunset prayer vigil of peace.  May we recognize that re-
spect is at the root of inner peace.  
     Concern for the Poor and Social Justice:  With Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, there always seems to be many opportunities to 
serve others.  Part of our faculty formation involves volunteering 
at the Food Depot.  In October approximately 1/3 of the faculty/
staff spent a few hours sorting hundreds of pounds of carrots.  
No need to worry about the other 2/3 because they will have 
their chance at one of the other two faculty formation sessions 
later this year.  
     In addition to working at the Food Depot, the students in 
SWAT solicited donations and dress buy-outs to raise money to 
help feed those in need.  With the contributions from the St. 
Michael’s family, they were able to feed 2000 people over the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  Currently we are finishing up a Coat and 

Choral Arts students and their Director, Carmen Florez-Mansi 
(front row) at the Vatican. 

Santa Fe’s Caballeros de Vargas assist at the school’s Mass for 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. 
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     There's a time for everything under the heavens. A time for school and a time for Christmas break, which will begin on 
December 15. Before the Christmas break, a great deal of water passed under the bridge, e.g., the all school Mass in 
honor of the Immaculate Conception on December 8; and the Christmas luminaries lighting later that evening and the singing 
of Christmas carols at Founders' Circle, followed by a prayer Service in the school chapel. The students began their  
exams on December 11.  On December 15, after the last exam, the faculty gathered for the annual Christmas party. 
     This year, the Brothers of the community have Adopted-A-Family a family for Christmas.  We are happy that we 
will be able to brings smiles to the faces of three children who would receive presents. Every religion class in the school 
has also Adopted-A-Family.  In all, about 30 families will receive assistance from our school community this Christmas. 
     In the Brothers residence, there is an Advent ambience among the Brothers. During the Thanksgiving break, 
Brothers Alfred Baltz, Ralph Baltz and Louis Welker prepared Advent wreaths for the house chapel, the front en-
trance of our residence and the school chapel.  During Advent, every Religion class went daily to the school chapel 
for a short prayer service. Brother Ray Bulliard also used an Advent wreath at school assemblies.  
     On December 10, the Mother's Club treated the Brothers of our community and the Crouzet Community to the 
annual Christmas dinner. Before the dinner, the Brothers are asked to stay out of the dining room so that the ladies 
can work their magic and transform the dining room into a beautiful Christmas Wonderland!  The Brothers look for-
ward to this celebration each year and are ever grateful to the Mother's Club for the food, drink and presents. 
     It is only after the third Sunday in Advent that the remainder of our residence takes on a Christmas look.  This 
year Brother Louis Welker, under the watchful eye of Brother Ralph, decorated the community chapel for Christmas. 
Brother Peter Dudenheffer decorated the patio with lights and wreaths. On Christmas Eve, we will celebrate Mid-
night Mass at 8 p.m. followed by a social.  Prior to Mass, our evening cook will treat the Brothers to her traditional 
Christmas Eve supper.  On Christmas Day, some of the Brothers will leave to be with their families. Those Brothers 
remaining home will have a Christmas Prayer Service followed by a social and Christmas lunch. 
     At the present time, all the Brothers are in fairly good health.  Brother Thomas Canty is up and walking after 
having a hip replacement. He is trying to get in shape for the next summer Olympics! Brothers Alfred and Ralph 

Sock Drive and our Christmas Giving Tree ornaments are disap-
pearing quickly.  It is nice to know that the little bit that everyone 
does here at school will help so many in the community to be 
warm and have a blessed Christmas.   
     Quality Education:  With Professional Development and 
Lasallian Formation opportunities throughout the year, our teach-
ers work hard to provide a quality Lasallian education.  As the 
first trimester came to a close and the honor roll cards distributed, 
it is a nice to time to reflect on the successes of students in and 
out of the classroom.  We thank the National Honor Society stu-
dents for educating us on the need to give blood and in doing so 
encouraging us to give.  We thank the SWAT members for edu-
cating us on the dangers of texting and driving and in doing so 
encouraging us to save lives and “W8 2 TXT”.  We thank our  
National Honor Society students who give of themselves to help 

by being a peer tutor.  We thank all the students who put forth their best effort and work hard.  We thank the stu-
dents for thinking outside of the box and having the courage to take a chance and push themselves to be better.  We 
thank all the students for doing these things and so much more because they challenge us as teachers to be our best.  
They are truly the light that guides us day to day.   
     As we put an end to our reflections, I must give one final thanks to all the Christian Brothers who are in our 
schools, in community, or have gone before us.  As De La Salle wrote, “they who instruct many unto justice shall 
shine like stars for all eternity.”  Brothers, we thank you for inspiring Lasallian educators to continue to touch the 
hearts and teach the minds of those entrusted to our care. 
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC 
Correspondent 

St. Mike’s faculty and staff volunteering at the Food Depot. 
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     Four members of the Class of 2017 were recog-
nized by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
for their outstanding achievements. Alex Oliveri has 
been named a National Merit Semi-Finalists and 
Thomas Carriere, Yehia Elkersh, and Lloyd Guillot 
were recognized as Commended Scholars. 
     The Air Force Junior ROTC Program took the 
lead with a wonderful Veteran’s Day Program. Mem-
bers of the student body invited the veterans in the 
families to attend the ceremony. Saint Paul’s alumnus 
Christian Gilbeau, currently serving in the Marine 
Corps, addressed the faculty and student body re-
minding us that both civilian and military service 
help to make our country a very special place. 
     Service continues to be one major focus on the 
campus of Saint Paul’s. The annual Thanksgiving 

Food Drive garnered over six and a half tons of non-perishable food items for the Covington Food Bank, which 
serves over 500 families in the area. Once again, as for the past twenty-five years, Saint Paul’s is the largest single 
donor to the food bank this year. Not only did the students collect the food, and deliver it to the food bank.  A num-
ber of students spent the Tuesday of Thanksgiving week working at the food bank sorting, boxing, and distributing 
the much-needed food to the families in the area.  
     Saint Paul’s assisted the Rotary Club with their annual Christmas Feed the Needy Program during the week of 
Thanksgiving as well. The Rotary Club held their annual luncheon in the Briggs Assembly Center and several     
Student Hosts volunteered to serve at that function. John Bel Edwards, the Governor of Louisiana, was the special 
guest. The cafeteria at Saint Paul’s will bustle with activity on December 23rd, 24th and 25th as the members of the 

Students honored by the National Merit Corporation i(l-r) Alex Oliveri, 
Yehia Elkersh, Lloyd Guillot, and Thomas Carriere. 

Baltz keep themselves busy with keeping up the grounds and various projects. Brother Duane continues his ministry 
as a Communion Minister to the home bound. Brother Jerry Vincent, our Director, keeps himself busy with the mul-
titude of things that need his attention in the house, as well as seeing to employees and the spiritual growth of the 
Community members. Each Saturday morning, we read a section from the new Rule as part of our morning prayer. 
Brother Jerry also sees to it that all Lasallian feast days are observed in our community, with one of the Brothers 
giving the homily at Mass. 
     Please say a prayer for the sister of Brother John Fairfax, who recently fell and broke the hip she had replaced a 
year ago.  Brother Jeffrey Calligan has had a few health problems, but it hasn't slowed him down. He continues to 
guide and teach in the school. In addition, he continues to prepare our Sunday evening meal, which we share with 
four or five students from the school.  Brother William Seibold has become the strong voice in our community 
choir. He has a strong beautiful voice which brings a fullness to our singing. Brother John Kelly is known in our 
community as the Candy Man. At the end of lunch and dinner, he offers each Brother and employee candy as a treat. 
Because there are a few diabetics in the house, the candy is sugar free. Brother Bill Ray continues his job of keeping 
the community cars in good running condition and getting Brothers to doctor appointments. Brother Robert O'Kane 
is away from the community touring the Panama Canal. He should be returning home soon. 
     On January 3, the new semester begins! The Seniors will begin the second semester with their last retreat as stu-
dents at St. Paul's.  Also, as part of the circle of life, there will be seventh graders seeking admission to St. Paul's. 
     So, before the hullabaloo of the season swings into full gear, take some time to contemplate the reason for the 
season. As we all know, it is not about presents under the Christmas tree. The true gift of Christmas is not wrapped 
in a box under a tree, but in the love inside each of us to be given freely to one another each and every day. This 
type of love is possible because: "God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son so that we may have 
life more abundantly." (John 3:16 )  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Brother Louis Welker, FSC 
Correspondent 
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Rotary Club and their volunteers prepare Christmas 
Dinner for the families. Saint Paul’s alumnus, John 
Baldwin heads the program, and many of our students 
and families volunteer to cook and deliver the meals.  
     As December came to the campus several Christ-
mas traditions took hold. Faculty, staff, and members 
of the student body donated fifty pints of blood to the 
Southeastern Louisiana Blood Bank to help with in-
creased need for blood during the holiday season.     
Luminaries decorated the campus on December 8th. 
The Student Council, Key Club and National Honor 
Society decorated the pond, walkways, Founder’s Cir-
cle and Hunter Stadium with the bright, burning can-
dles as a welcome to the Christmas season. As always 
each candle filled bag contained a prayer. The Adopt-
a-Family program has the religion classes, faculty and staff collecting money and shopping to fulfill the wish list of 
over thirty children in the area. The Mothers’ Club generously hosted a December snack day for the students and fac-
ulty and Santa, Mrs. Claus and an Elf all appeared with thousands of Christmas goodies for all to enjoy. 
     As the fall sports season closed we congratulated the Football Wolves for bringing home another district champi-

onship, and Ken Sears once again selected as the District 
Coach of the Year. The Aqua Wolves finished third in the state.  
The school celebrated the excellence of the Cross Country 
Team as they returned to Saint Paul’s with a State Champion-
ship Trophy, and senior Eric Coston was the individual state 
champion for Louisiana for our division. Winter sports have 
begun, senior basketball player T.J. Bedford scored his 
1000th point. The soccer team is currently rated  number one 
in the nation by MaxPreps.  The semester has ended with ex-
ams, and a long-awaited Christmas vacation has begun. 
 
Ms. Karen Hebert 
Correspondent 
 

State champion cross country team members (l-r) Frankie Durio, 
Jonathan Bertucci, Stephen Schlottman, Eric Coston, Patrick   

Elliott, Evan Hendry, Colin Sullivan, and Coach Terryl Chatham. 

Members of the Air Force Junior ROTC Program who proudly led our        
Veterans Day Program.  

Students with some of the many donations to their annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive.  

Math instructor Elizabeth Grashoff lights the candle of a young 
visitor during the caroling in Founder's Circle. 



Lasallian Commitment Retreat, Santa Fe, NM 
     For centuries, the natural beauty of the New Mexican high desert has attracted   religious communities whose spirits were 
fed by crystal blue skies, snow-capped mountains, and the scent of piñon.  Many continue to flock to the Santa Fe area for   
spiritual renewal through religious reflection and artistic explorations. 
     On November 10-13, 24 District of San Francisco New Orleans (SFNO) Lasallians trekked to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Retreat Center, located in  enchanting Santa Fe, for the Lasallian Commitment Retreat.  There, experienced Lasallian educators 
accompanied their colleagues on a journey through both iconic moments in the life of the Founder and pivotal moments in 
their own vocation stories. 
     Facilitated by Charles Legendre, AFSC (SFNO Director, Office of Education-Covington) and Greg Kopra (SFNO Director, 
Formation for Mission), the retreat provided space for prayer, quiet reflection, art, and community building.  It also included 
a visit to the Saint Michael’s High School Brothers Community. 
     Retreat sessions and presenters included Overview of Lasallian Spirituality by Brother Michael Livaudais, FSC (Vocation 
Ministry Team, SFNO); The Invitation by Diahann Larson, AFSC  (Campus Minister, Saint Michael’s High School);  
Community by Janis Chitwood (English Teacher, Saint Michael’s High School and Paul Baca (Math Teacher, Saint 
Michael’s High School); Women in the Life of the Founder by Diahann Larson, AFSC and Gina Hall, AFSC (Guidance 
Counselor, Saint Paul’s School, Covington, LA); Spirituality in Pedagogy by Mrs. Gina Hall, AFSC; and Discernment in  
Vocation by Joseph Schuchardt (Assistant Principal for Formation, Mullen High School, Denver, CO). 
     Looking back on the impression left by the gathering on the participants, a common awareness expressed during their 
shared reflections was that the Lasallian mission simply “fits.”  Retreatants expressed how much it means to have a spirituality 
which gives meaning to their work, focuses on the real needs of young people, calls adults into a faith community, and places 
ultimate importance on relationships. 

Contributed by Charles Legendre, AFSC, Director, Office of Education-Covington. 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION UPDATE 

     The District of San Francisco New Orleans’ 2016 Distinguished Lasallians Educator Award recipients were honored at the 
closing banquet of the Huether Lasallian Conference on November 19. Brother Nicholas Gonzalez, FSC and Brother Steven 
Vasoli, FSC were presented their Awards by District Office of Education Directors Michael Daniels and Charles Legendre. 
     Brother Nicholas currently is the president of Cathedral High School in El Paso, Texas, which is also his alma mater.  He 
has served at various District ministries, including Cathedral High School, St. Michael’s High School in Santa Fe, NM, and as 
founding principal at San Miguel High School in Tucson, AZ.  Brother Nick is also a member of the Board of Trustees of San 
Miguel High School and of Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. 
     In his introduction of Brother Nicholas, Legendre noted, “A native of El Paso, Texas, Brother Nick has spent 32 years as a 
Christian Brother dedicated to the young people entrusted to his care.  Whether as a passionate teacher, devoted Lasallian 
Youth moderator, vigilant Dean, or humble administrator, Brother Nick exemplifies the spirit of faith and zeal that is at the 
core of the Lasallian vocation.  His love for students is evident in the way Brother Nick balances firmness and gentleness as 
he draws out the best in each young person.  He carries out his ministry as a servant-leader who is focused on being present to 
all those with whom he shares in ministry.  Brother Nick’s commitment to the Lasallian mission is rooted in a love for God by 
which he responds to the call to teach minds and touch hearts.  In particular, he has devoted much of his career to works and 
initiatives that give special attention to those whose lives are weighed down by the effects of poverty and marginalization.” 
     Brother Steven Vasoli is the Dean of Studies and Genre Literature Teacher at Centro de Formación Integral La Salle in 
Tijuana, Baja California, Mexico.  His tour of duty has included numerous ministries, including Sacred Heart Cathedral Pre-
paratory in San Francisco, CA, La Salle High School in Pasadena, CA, Saint Mary’s College High School in Berkeley, CA, 
and San Miguel High School in Tucson, Arizona.  He also served for several years in schools and formation ministry in Gua-
temala, as well as formation ministry in the District of San Francisco. 
     When introducing Brother Steven, Daniels remarked, “In his 38 years as a Brother, Brother Steven has served in various 
high schools, always attentive to those most in need, and bringing students into encounters of service with those in greater 
need.  While serving in Guatemala with the formation of young men considering the Brother’s life, he took them, too, on im-
mersion experiences for and with people in need.  Later in a similar role in the USA, Brother Steven not only brought the  
Postulants into immersion experiences, but volunteered as a tutor for inner city youth and assisted immigrants in establishing 
their lives in a new country.  As founding Director of the community at San Miguel High School in Tucson, AZ, he brought 
his wealth of experience to the service of the underserved families there.  Br. Steven Vasoli has confronted new poverties with 
generosity, compassion and practical know-how.” 
     The annual Distinguished Lasallian Educator Award honors educators from each of the RELAN Districts who exemplify 
the ideals of Saint John Baptist de La Salle, Patron of Christian Teachers of Youth. 

Distinguished Lasallian Educators, Huether Lasallian Conference 
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     Br. Michael Livaudais, FSC visited high school and middle school 
classes at St. Michael’s in early November to discuss vocations as 
Lasallian educators, and the call to personal holiness, no matter the age. 
Brother also visited high school classes at De La Salle in New Orleans, 
chapel classes at Christian Brothers School at City Park, and the fourth 
grade class on the Canal Street Campus. Additionally, Brother was invit-
ed to speak on Lasallian Spirituality at the Lasallian Commitment Retreat 
in early November.  
     Br. Chris Patiño, FSC participated in the 11th grade retreat at Arch-
bishop Rummel High School. Organized by Mr. Matt Caire, Campus 
Minister, the retreat focused on vocation and specifically emphasized the 
call to married life, religious life, and the priesthood. Br. David Caretti, 
FSC visited Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory in mid-November and 
then joined other religious and the Diocesan vocation director at Christian 
Brothers High School for a Vocation Day in late November.  

School Visits & Presentations 
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VOCATION MINISTRY 

Retreats & Conferences 
     Regional Contact/Aspirant Retreat in Chicago: Six young men 
considering religious life as a De La Salle Christian Brother gathered in 
Chicago from November 11 – 13, 2016. The time together allowed them 
to reflect on their faith journey, discernment, and life experiences. These 
young men spoke about the call to teach, live in community, and their 
experience of God. They reflected on the experiences of service that    
revealed God’s call through the young people they encountered along the 
way, the example of current Christian Brothers, and the desire to offer 
their gifts and talents to the Lasallian mission. See a brief video HERE.  
     Huether Conference and Vocation Presentation: Kenenna Amuzie 
along with Brothers Chris Patiño, James Joost and Michael Livaudais 
participated in the 43rd Annual Huether Conference in Chicago. Of special 
note, Mr. Chris Swain, Regional Coordinator for Lasallian Vocation Ministry 
and Brother Chris Patiño, FSC presented at the conference.  Chris Swain 
and Brother Chris presented on the call to foster missionary discipleship 
among young people in Lasallian ministries. By taking on this task of 
evangelization, Lasallians are able to invite young people to a life of faith 
and religious practice through experiences of faith, service, and community.  
     National Conference on Catholic Youth Ministry: Kenenna Amuzie 
and Br. Chris Patiño represented the Office of Vocation Ministry during the 
NCCYM conference in San Jose November 30 – December 3. The conference 
brought together over 5,000 parish leaders and volunteer catechists working in 
youth ministry, campus and young adult ministry, faith formation, RCIA, 
liturgy, catholic schools and other areas of parish leadership. They attended 
sessions around faith formation for Young Adults, Latino Catholics, and 
faithfully ministering to LGBTQ Youth and Young Adults.  
     Contact/Aspirant Advent Retreat: This annual retreat took place 
December 17-19 at Mater Dolorosa Retreat Center in Sierra Madre, Cali-
fornia. The retreat theme was “Called to Live as a Missionary Disciple.” 14 
Aspirants and Contacts participated.  
     2017 SEEK Conference: The Region is coordinating this conference 
sponsored by the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) 
that brings together 11,000-13,000 college students. Brothers Chris Patiño, 
David Caretti, and Michael Livaudais will represent the SFNO District.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCrgmZa8Ai0&feature=youtu.be


El Otro Lado El Paso 

     During the days of November 6-10, 2016, a group of students 
and faculty from Justin-Siena High School in Napa, California 
and Cathedral High School in El Paso, Texas, completed the 
most recent edition of the border immersion program, “El Otro 
Lado – El Paso”. 
     The two schools participated in the four-day experience, 
which took place at locations in both El Paso and Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico.  Lasallians Without Borders   project manager and El 
Otro Lado founder Alma Mejia-Garcia, Cathedral High School 
Lasallian Volunteer Rebecca Hulick, and Cathedral High School 
El Otro   Lado Coordinator Andres Lopez also took part in the 
immersion.  The group was also joined by Dylan Corbett, direc-
tor of the Hope Border Institute, a faith-based grassroots organi-
zation working to advance justice and end poverty on the Mexico 
– U.S. border.  Corbett presented on Catholic social teaching and 
helped the students     process the week’s experiences. 
     “El Otro Lado – El Paso” began with a welcome    dinner at 
the Cathedral High School library, followed by an orientation on 
the El Paso and Ciudad Juarez borderlands.  As with every even-
ing of the immersion, time was set aside for prayer, reflection, 
and recreation. 
     On day two, the students attended a presentation by the U.S Border Patrol, followed by lunch with the community of Café 
Mayapan, an El Paso eatery that is an initiative of La Mujer Obrera, a local organization focused on community develop-
ment and empowering women.  Its members gave a   powerful presentation on the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). 
     On day three, students and moderators took part in a solidarity walk up Mount Cristo Rey in New Mexico, with students 
and moderators participating in the Stations of the Cross during the trek.  Later that day, the group traveled to St. Pius    
Catholic Church in El Paso to meet with Rico Ministry, a group that serves unaccompanied minors.  Rebecca Hulick        
observed, “The time spent with the children of Rico Ministries was eye-opening.  These children were considered unaccom-
panied minors, which means they traveled to the United States alone or with someone who was not an adult in order to    
escape the horrors of their country.  We so often forget about the children when we talk about immigration and what they 
have experienced at such a young age.” 
     The participants then returned to St. Ignatius Parish where they were staying (and sharing the building with refugees from 
Latin America) and helped clean, prepare beds, arrange clothes, and serve dinner for newly arrived immigrants.  They were 
also able to sit down and have dinner with them and play games with the immigrants’ children. 
     On the final day of the immersion, students and the moderators were dropped off at the International Bridge and crossed 
to Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.  There, they were transported by bus to Centro Santa Catalina, a learning center for impoverished 
women and their children.  Participants learned about the educational system in Mexico, and how many children who do not 
have enough money to go to school can go to the Center and receive some type of education or tutoring.  They also received 
a presentation by the women who work in the Center’s co-op, eating lunch with them and purchasing some of their hand-
made goods. 
     The group then went to La Promesa, an urban art school that promotes social justice through art, where they were able to 
participate in the creation of a mural, a side walk, and other art projects.  After, students and moderators were able to walk 
for a short time in downtown Juarez and have dinner at a local restaurant before heading back to St. Ignatius to conclude the 
immersion. 
     The following morning, everyone had some time to explore El Paso and enjoy lunch together before packing up and  
making their trips back home, doubtless changed and challenged by their border experience.  Reflecting on the week, Hulick 
said, “El Otro Lado not only opens up the discussion of immigration, but reminds us of the walls we put up to block out what 
we don’t want to see.” 

Contributed by Rebecca Hulick and Andres Lopez. 

DISTRICT VISTAS 
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“We are happy to know that people think about us.” 

     In a first-of-its-kind effort, twinned schools in the 
Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN) and the 
Lwanga District in Africa connected over Skype. This was 
the first time all RELAN schools twinned with the same 
Lwanga school connected at the same time. Students and 
faculty at the five RELAN schools twinned with Mount La 
Salle College in Naka, Nigeria, Skyped with Mount La 
Salle for approximately one hour on December 7. 
     After praying together, Mount La Salle shared details on 
what life is like in Naka and what a typical school day in-
cludes. Then, students and twinning coordinators from each 
school had the opportunity to ask and answer questions, in-
cluding sharing information on extra-curricular activities 
and service projects. 
     “We are happy to know that people think about us. The 
Lasallian family is indeed a family to belong to,” Udubbu      
Hezekiah and Uuma Patricia, Mount La Salle students, 

commented after the Skype. “We are challenged by this 
chat to always be of service to others in our society.” 
     RELAN schools twinned with Mount La Salle are     
Calvert Hall College High School in Baltimore, Maryland; 
De La Salle “Oaklands” in Toronto, Ontario; De La Salle 
North Catholic High School in Portland, Oregon; La Salle 
High School in Pasadena, California; and St. Joseph’s   
Collegiate Institute in Buffalo, New York. 
     “I thought it was extremely interesting to learn what life 
was like in a school in Africa,” said Spencer Frome, an 
11th grade student at St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute. “It 
was amazing that we could bring so many Lasallian schools 
that are so far away from each other together and be able to 
talk with each other.” 
     “It was very enlightening to see communities outside of 

my school that relate to 
this Lasallian mission,” 
said Taji Chesimet, a ninth grader at De La Salle North Catholic. 
     To connect with the RELAN schools, Mount La Salle used a laptop with an 
internet connection from a mobile phone and bought data for two phones in 
case the connection failed on one. The school used a generator for electricity 
since a public power supply was not available. 
 
Learn more about the twinning program here. 
 
Story and photos by Elizabeth Jodice, RELAN Twinning Coordinator,  
Christian Brothers Conference. 

OUR LASALLIAN WORLD 
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Mount La Salle students take turns participating in the Skype.  

Twinning Skype participants from RELAN and Mont La Salle       
follow the conversation. 

Taji Chesimet, De La Salle North Catholic 
student, asks a question.  

https://www.lasallian.info/about/twinning/


Ellen Haley-Acierto, sister  of Brother  Lawrence Haley, FSC. Ellen passed away November  11. 
 
William Murphy, former  FSC, who passed away on November  5. 
 
Anne Keane, mother  of Brother  Thomas Westberg, FSC, who passed away on November  26. 
 
Yvonne Gelpi, AFSC, former  president of De La Salle High School in New Orleans, who passed away on December  15. 

Requiescat in Pace  
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PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

Universal Intention: End to Child Soldiers — that the scandal of child soldiers may be eliminated the world over. 
 
     Since World War II international law has tried to protect children from military exploitation by declaring that having child 
soldiers constitutes a war crime. One would think that with such laws the world would become more civilized. But the scan-
dalous reality is far different. There are more child soldiers today than at any other time in history. 
     One estimate puts the figure at 300,000 children in at least twenty countries, mostly in Africa. In the last fifteen years 
10,000 children were kidnapped by the “Lord’s Resistance Army” in northern Uganda and forced to fight. Compared to 
adults, children are easier to manipulate, they don’t eat much, and do not have a highly developed sense of danger, thus mak-
ing it easy to send them into the line of fire. Children are prized because they are “pure” and are sometimes believed to have 
magic powers that protect them. 
     Last August, Monsignor Simon Kassas, representing the Vatican at the United Nations, told the Security Council: “Never 
in recent memory have so many children been subjected to such violent brutality: children used as soldiers, suicide bombers, 
sex slaves, and disposable intelligence-gatherers in the most dangerous military operations. These crimes must be condemned 
in the strongest possible terms.” 
     This month we remember in a special way how the Son of God came to earth as a child. May the Prince of Peace inspire 
all people of good will to pray and work for the elimination of the scandal of child soldiers. 
 
Reflect: In what ways is the phenomenon of child soldiers a pro-life issue? 
 
Scripture: Mark 10: 13-16 Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” 
 
Evangelization Intention:  Europe — that the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beauty, goodness, and truth of 
the Gospel which gives joy and hope to life. 
 
     Last spring, when Pope Francis received the Charlemagne Prize, he provocatively asked the European dignitaries who 
bestowed the honor: “What has happened to you, the Europe of humanism, the champion of human rights, democracy and 
freedom?” He said “that there is a growing impression that Europe is weary, aging, no longer fertile and vital, that the great 
ideals that inspired Europe seem to have lost their appeal.” 
     What ideals? Truth, beauty, and goodness. The dignity and value of every human life and a society that strives for the 
common good of all. In an address to the European Parliament, Pope Francis said these ideals are rooted in “openness to the 
transcendent—to God—which has always distinguished the peoples of Europe.” 
He warned: “A Europe which is no longer open to the transcendent dimension of life is a Europe which risks slowly losing 
its soul and that ‘humanistic spirit’ which it still loves and defends.” 
     He concluded his speech with a challenge: “The time has come for us to revive and encourage a Europe of leadership, a 
repository of science, art, music, human values and faith as well. A Europe which contemplates the heavens and pursues lofty 
ideals. A Europe which cares for, defends, and protects man, every man and woman.” 
     As Christianity was the source of Europe’s “lofty ideals” so it has an essential role to play in their revival. We join Pope 
Francis in praying that the people of Europe will be open to the joy and hope of the Gospel. 
 
Reflect:  What elements of Jesus’ teaching that we find in the Gospels are the foundation of the humanistic spirit and lofty 
ideals that our world needs? 
 
Scripture:  Acts 17: 22-31 Paul said, “God is not far from any one of us.” 

Papal Intentions  



General Councilor 
Br. Timothy 
Coldwell speaking  
at one of the      
Conference’s     
general sessions. 

PARTING SHOTS 

SFNO Distinguished Lasallian Educators Br. Steven Vasoli (l) 
and Br. Nicholas Gonzalez (r) with Office of Education       
directors Michael Daniels (far l) and Charles Legendre. 

Director of Vocation Ministry Br. Christopher Patiño (l) and Christian Brothers       
Conference’s Chris Swain during their presentation on Missionary Discipleship.  

De Marillac Academy’s Michael Anderer and Saint Mary’s College’s Rebecca 
Proehl (r) at their presentation, “When Promise Replaces Risk.” 

Lasallian Resource Center 
Coordinator Br. George Van 
Grieken (R) and Office of 
Education-Mont La Salle 
Director Michael Daniels    
presented on the topic , 
“Confronting New Poverties.” Jerald Meyer of San Miguel High School, Tucson during his 

presentation, “We Went on a Border Immersion. Now What?” 

Photos courtesy Elizabeth Jodice, Christian Brothers Conference. 
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