
 

 

 

The Coming of Spring 
 

     It is spring.  The cold and damp of winter are giving way, albeit stubbornly, to warmer days,   

brighter colors, and raised expectations.  We feel encouraged to think once again in terms of         

possibilities, of new and different things to do and ways to be.  There is change in the air.       

       In the Lasallian world, the changes of spring are also an invitation to reflect.  They tend to come 

as equal parts recovery and loss.  Nature reminds us that life is filled with birth and rebirth, giving us 

renewed energy and hope.  The calendar reminds us that life also is filled with finales, as familiar   

relationships and activities reach their inevitable conclusions.  Both parts can be found in the stories 

that can be found here, including:  
 

 Our Tijuana Community immersing itself in the festive sights and sounds of springtime in Mexico; 

 The simple gift of a study hall putting promising futures within reach of young African students;        

 Former Brothers both saying goodbye to some friends and celebrating the milestones of others; 

 Lasallians in Berkeley spending a week discovering the adventures life holds for those who love to learn; 

 Schools finding ways to stand in solidarity with those who simply want to believe in tomorrow.  
 

       During this past Holy Week, a number of our schools observed their yearly traditions of performing 

living Stations of the Cross and Passion Plays.  Meditating on the Paschal Mystery of death leading to 

life teaches us how to understand ourselves and the meaning of this mystical cycle of beginnings and 

endings.  We are part of something that never dies, but only finds fuller ways to live.  It happens 

through the eons, over a lifetime, and even within the course of a single day.  All things become new.    

       The storytellers of our District share with us through this newsletter their accounts of how the 

Lasallians in our ministries and communities make the trek from August to May.  It is a chronicle of 

how we learn to see with eyes of faith, of never losing trust in the importance of where we are and 

never losing hope in the promise of what will come next.   

       And so, enjoy this latest issue of Dateline District.  As you will see, our Brothers and Partners 

have made the journey from many winters to many springs, and they know the way. 
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Spring Calendar 
 
District Day 
 April 15-16 | Covington 
 

Vhandu Paaru Orientation 
 April 16 | Mont La Salle 
 

District Day 
 April 22-24 | Mont La Salle 
 

Association of Board Chairs Meeting 
 April 24-26 | Mont La Salle 
 

District Council Meeting 
 May 2 | Mont La Salle 
 

LEC/LLEC/DLT Meetings 
 May 10 | Mont La Salle 
 

RCCB Meeting 
 May 11-14 | Baltimore, MD 
 

Board Governance Training 
 May 15-17 | Mont La Salle 
 

LEC/LLEC/DLT Meetings 
 June 9-10 | Mont La Salle 
 

Young Lasallian Professional Men’s 
Called & Chosen Retreat 
 June 11 | Mont La Salle 
 

District Mission Assembly 
 June 20-23 | Mont La Salle 

 

Quick Links 
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Christian Brothers Conference 
 

District of Eastern North America 
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Around the Region 
 

The Spring 2016 issue of De La Salle Today is now available online. 
 

Brother Dennis Lee, FSC, has been appointed DENA’s Auxiliary Visitor 
for Community Life and Formation.  He will serve the remainder of 
Brother Charles Kitson’s term. 
 

Registrations continue for the 2016 Buttimer Institute of Lasallian 
Studies, June 26-July 9 at Saint Mary’s College of California, and for 
the 2016 Lasallian Social Justice Institute, July 17-22, Minneapolis, MN. 
 

Spring into Action continues through April 30.  Lasallians throughout 
the Region are joining together and participating in service activities.  
 

The Lasallian Reflection for 2015-2016 is “A Gospel Adventure: Con-
fronting New Poverties and the Culture of Commodification.” Re-
sources are available from Christian Brothers Conference.  
 

The fourth edition of Lasallian Liturgies is available at the Christian 
Brothers Conference online store. Published in February, Lasallian 
Liturgies is an updated and expanded version of the 1994 edition.   
 

Brother Louis DeThomasis, FSC has released his latest book, All Things 
to All People: A Catholic Church for the Twenty-First Century, from In 
Extenso Press and ACTA Publications. 
 

Brother Michael Fehrenbach, FSC, Midwest District, has released his 
new book, Schools of Character: Faith-Inspired Public Schools in the 
Catholic Lasallian Tradition, from Saint Mary’s Press and Amazon.  
 

World Youth Day 2016 is scheduled for July 25-31 in Krakow, Poland.  
All Young Lasallians in attendance will gather on July 27 with Superior 
General Brother Robert Schieler for a Lasallian Family celebration . 
 

Pepper-Uppers 
 

My spouse and I longed to hear the pitter-patter of little feet, so we 
bought a dog.  It’s cheaper, and you get more feet. 
 

There’s a new 12-step group for compulsive talkers.  It’s called Anon Anon. 
 

I work out religiously – once on Christmas and once on Easter. 
 

The reason babies cry the whole time they ride in an airplane is      
because they’re honest. 
 

I take my kids everywhere, but they keep finding their way back. 
 

I’m such a procrastinator.  I didn’t even get my birthmark until I was 
eight years old. 
 

My hometown was so small that the “Welcome!” and “Come Again!” 
signs were on the same pole. 
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Communities&Ministries 
 

Archbishop Rummel High School | Metairie, LA 
 

       Brother Gale Condit, FSC, has announced that he 
will step down in June 2016, to assume the position 
of Development Director for the Lasallian Christian 
Brothers Foundation (LCBF), of the District of San 
Francisco New Orleans.  Marc Milano ’90, Archbishop 
Rummel Principal/CEO for the 2015-2016 school 
year, will become the President/Principal CEO for the 
2016-2017 school year and will continue the tradition 
of Lasallian education that has been a part of Arch-
bishop Rummel High School since its founding in 1962. 
 

Living Stations of the Cross 
       The Campus Ministry teams of Archbishop    
Rummel and Archbishop Chapelle High Schools coor-
dinated this year's Living Way of the Cross.  The per-

formance was set three times, a public night showing on Tuesday, Wednesday for the Chapelle students and 
Thursday for the Rummel students.  The reflection play  reminds   everyone of the true meaning of Easter as the 
audience reflects on each station performed  live by students from both schools. 
 

Raider Robotics at Bayou Regionals 
       Members of the Robotics Team at Archbishop Rummel recently competed in the Bayou Regional            
Competition at the Pontchartrain Center for high school robotics teams from Louisiana, Texas, Florida, and 
South Carolina.  During the competition, the Rummel team was recognized as one of the top  rookie teams   
participating.  During the event, the Raider rookie team was ranked as high as eighth place among 56 first-year 
Robotics teams. At the end of competition, they were ranked 23rd overall.  The team also finished third among 
14 eligible first-year teams. 
 

Laplace Clean Up 
       Students from Archbishop Rummel joined together along with faculty members to assist families  
in need in the Laplace, LA, area after the recent tornadoes in the state.  Students helped to clean up the homes 
of fellow Raider families as well as other families in the area. 
 

Ambassadors at Chef's Charity 
       Archbishop Rummel Student Ambassadors vol-
unteered their time after exams were completed to 
assist at the St. Michael's Special School Chef's 
Charity at the Riverside Hilton Hotel.  Famous New 
Orleans chefs Emeril Lagasse, John Besh, John Folse, 
Leah Chase, Justin Devillier, and many more donated 
food and their time to host cooking demonstrations 
for the event.  The Raiders served the food to the 
many distinguished guests and greeted the over 
1,500 patrons in attendance.  
 

Academic Scholarship Ceremony 
       Fourteen 2016-2017 eighth graders were     
honored at the New Student Academic Scholarship 
Ceremony.  Based on the student's report card 

Brother Gale Condit, FSC 

Raider volunteers at the St. Michael's Special School Chef's Charity .  



 

 

scores and high school placement test scores, the scholarships are valued at $1800 and $3600 and are renewa-
ble each year based on a needed 3.5 GPA.  The scholarship recipients were given first-hand experience from 
current scholarship students and also received congratulations from Bro. Gale Condit, FSC, president, and Mr. 
Marc Milano '90, principal. 
 

Principal's Parent Breakfast 
       Beginning in March, Mr. Marc Milano '90, principal, has started to host a breakfast for 15 to 20 parents 
in the Bro Raphael Room.  Each month, Mr. Milano will choose parents at random from each grade-level  and 
invite them to the breakfast via email.  This is a time for sharing ideas and discussing all things  Archbishop 
Rummel High School with the principal. 
 

Mr. Joseph A. Serio 
Correspondent 

 

Cathedral High School | El Paso, TX 
 

Community News 
       Br. José Nicolás “Nick” González, and our two Lasallian Volunteers – second-year Volunteer Ms. Sheila Garcia 
and first-year Volunteer Ms. Rebecca “Becca” Hulick – have been occupied with major service projects outside 
of the school.  Br. Nick made arrangements for over 150 boys and girls from Lasallian schools in Northern Mexico 
to stay in Ciudad Juárez for Pope Francis’ one-day stop in that city on February 17 as part of his five-day visit to 
Mexico.  Sheila did the same for a large group of young Lasallians from Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory in 
San Francisco, CA.  

       In March, Sheila organized a group of Cathedral 
boys to welcome and join another group from Saint 
Mary’s College High in Berkeley, CA as part of El Otro 
Lado program, which consists of the exchange of 
groups from both sides of our international border.  
Sheila planned and conducted their five days of ac-
tivities on both sides of the border. Br. Nick and Br. 
Mariano accompanied the group.  
       Sheila and Becca have led many groups of stu-
dents in activities directly serving the poor and im-
migrants from Mexico. They also have planned and 
conducted several day-long off-campus student re-
treats. Becca and a group of ten students completed 
a Habitat for Humanity project in Corpus Christi, TX 
during Holy Week.  She and the boys joined a group 

from the Air Force Academy in building a shed from the foundation up, painting it, and installing insulation in it. 
On their day off, they explored the USS Lexington and the Texas State Aquarium. Finally, she and Sheila joined 
Lasallian Volunteers from all over the country in Amawalk, NY for the LV Midyear Retreat. When asked what it 
was like, their first response was “cold,” as there were several feet of snow on the ground. 
       Br. Mariano López took four seniors – Sergio Cervantes, Alfredo Barrios, Caesar Garcia, and Allen 
Bermudez – for a week-end vocation discernment retreat with boys from other District Lasallian schools at the 
Solomon Episcopal Conference Center in Loranger, Louisiana.  They got back on February 16, just in time to go 
to Juárez the next day to see Pope Francis.  Three of the four joined the community three weeks later for a   
social, dinner, and evening prayer.  Brs. Mariano and Alphonse J. LeBlanc were also on the staff for several of 
the local student retreats.  
       Br. Nick spent Holy Week in Santa Fe attending a District Council meeting and making a retreat. He and  
Becca both returned on Good Friday and the community was all together for Easter.  The school was on spring 
break from Holy Week until April 5.  Br. Mariano is looking forward to making the District retreat in Napa the 

The CHS Community  all together for Easter brunch. 



 

 

last week of June, while Br. James will attend the one that will take place in Santa Fe. 
 

School News 
       Recently, Religion I teacher Ruben Loweree, ’06, accepted a programming position with White Sands     
Missile Range, leaving a vacancy in our faculty. Becca Hulick and Br. Mariano have picked up some of the     
classes, and we were lucky to find Ms. Karina Sandoval, who is wrapping up a master’s degree at Notre Dame 
University, and was hired to take three of the classes the rest of the semester.  
       The construction project in the 1923 academic building is nearing completion with the building of five   
marble arches, the central one thanks to the major donors, the Porras family. One of the arches has an image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and another the Signum Fidei.  One has the Diocese of El Paso coat of arms as 
thanks to our bishop, Most Rev. Mark J. Seitz, for his support. 
 

Brother James N. Grahmann, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Centro de Formación Integral La Salle | Tijuana, BC, México 
 

Tijuana: The Most “Visited” Border in the World 
       The name Tijuana can be found on boats, streets, and various businesses in Mexico and around the world.  
To name a few: 
 

 An apartment converted into a Latin cocktail bar is the Tijuana of Belgrade, capital of Serbia. 
 In Munich, German, Mexican food is served at Café Tijuana.  The German cities of Aachen and Oberhausen 

both have restaurants called Tijuana Café. 
 Tijuana is the name of the first and best traditional Mexican food restaurant in Milan, Italy, located near 

the Verdi Theatre.  Another restaurant, Tijuana 2, can be found in the Zona Porta. 
 “Life is short…don’t waste it. Come to Tijuana!” is the slogan of the disco Tijuana in Barcelona, Spain.  

There also is the Catalan Restaurante Tijuana.  Madrid has its Tijuana salsería y bocadillería, a type of veal 
sandwich with a special condiment and vegetables. 

 The #1 nightclub for the last 10 years in Winnipeg, Canada is the Tijuana Yacht Club.  
 The Tijuana Bar & Grill opens daily in Dallas, Texas. 
 Tijuana Flats is the name of a 72-location Mexican fast-food chain in Florida. 
 Within the walls of Old San Juan, Puerto Rico operates Tijuana’s Bar & Grill. 
 Asked why he named his band Tijuana Rock, Argentinian musician Adrian Prestipini answered, “Because 

Tijuana is a legend, che! (pal)” On Pellegrina Avenue in the city of Rosario, you will find Club Tijuana Bar 
and Café. 

 Miss Tijuana is the name of a Uruguayan soft rock band. 
 The meeting place for tequila, tacos and music in Concepción, Chile if the restaurant Tijuana Tex-Mex.  The 

owners also operate the Tijuana Express. 
 In Mexico City near the famous Insurgentes Avenue in the Colonia del Valle is Tijuana Street.  Nearby and 

next to the Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) political party headquarters is Restaurant Bar Tijuana. 
 

January, 2016 
       The new year began with the El Niño effect in most of the Mexican Republic.  Snow and freezing tempera-
tures affected the states of Sonora and Chihuahua.  We experienced cold nights and a lot of much needed rain 
during registration week.  We registered over 1500 students and began classes on January 11. 
       The community celebrated New Year’s by attending an evening Mass and then a light dinner.  We each ate 
12 grapes and offered an intention for the upcoming year.  Since fireworks are sold legally in Tijuana, there was 
a burst of light and sound all over the city as the clock struck midnight. 
       I renewed my Mexican residency and qualified for permanent residency status.  This involved a number of 
trips to the foreign immigration office.  At the same time, I began my SENRI renewal.  This permits rapid border 
crossing.  It involves submitting an online renewal application and an interview at one of the SENRI offices. 



 

 

       Br. Juan Ignacio went to Cuernavaca for the annual Directors’ workshop.  The Directors from both Mexican 
Districts participate.  The southern Mexican District includes Haiti, Dominican Republic, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. 
 

February, 2016 
       We began February with a school holiday to celebrate the Mexican Constitution.  A big wind storm hit the 
city, causing a large tree branch to fall into an alley on our property, blocking access and tangling communica-
tion and electrical cables.  The local fire department came to our aid. 
       The second week of the month brought spring-like weather on the desert winds.  The community decided 
to give up pan dulce (pastry) and buy sacks of rice for the Casa de los Pobres food services. 
       On February 12, Pope Francis arrived in Mexico.  Activities were planned in Mexico City, Michoacán, Estado 
de Mexico, Chiapas, and Chihuahua.  The city of Juarez hosted an open-air Mass close to the Mexico-U.S.     
border.  Pope Francis preached inspiring messages of faith and hope.  He was very direct about corruption, 
drug trafficking, and immigration.  He reminded the Mexican Church hierarchy that they are pastors and not 
princes.  More than 10 million people participated in the various Papal visit activities. 
       On the second Saturday of the month we held our second faculty meeting of the academic year.  Its theme 
was five core Lasallian values: Fe (Faith), Fraternidad (Community), Servicio (Service), Gratuitamente (Gratuity), 
and Compromiso (Commitment).  Each member of the community made a brief presentation, then facilitated 
discussion and group work.  The evening ended with a tamale cena (dinner). 
       The next day, the community went to Mass at the Monastery de Nuestra Señora de Salud (Our Lady of 
Health) in Playas de Tijuana and then headed to the coast for lunch.  A shout-out to Br. James Joost for driving 
from Los Angeles On February 20 to visit with me while I was at the San Diego airport. 
 

March, 2016 
       The first week of March was a flurry of activity for our community.  Brother David Garcia (Vocations and 
Volunteers) made a visit to our two Lasallian Volunteers.  Brother Michael Ávila was our featured speaker at 
the annual Breakfast-Conference at the Hotel Palacio Azteca.  He inspired the sell-out crowd with a talk on 
“The Shadow in Romantic Love.”   
       Br. Juan Ignacio y Ernesto headed to Hermosillo for a regional meeting-social weekend.  Each semester 
there is one of these gatherings. 
       Our volunteers took me one Sunday afternoon to the Tijuana version of Comic Con.  We passed the after-
noon in the company of Star War characters, fantasy video games, cartoon posters, and collectables. 
       We were saddened to hear of the unexpected death of Br. Charles Kitson.  Charlie and I both arrived in 
Guatamala in 1991 to serve in educational works in the District of Central America. 
       On March 19, the Feast of St. Joseph, we celebrated the end of our winter term.  The day began with a fes-
tive Eucharistic celebration that was enlivened by the Provincial of the Franciscans and our choir.  A number of 
our students experienced the Sacraments of Initiation.  After, there as nonstop music, food, and student 
presentations until late in the afternoon. 
       Our two Lasallian Volunteers took an overnight bus ride to Ciudad Obregón to participate with university 
students from the Universidad La Salle in a Holy Week mission serving with the Yaquis of Cócorit, the region’s 
indigenous people. 
       Brother Rafael Cuellar spent Holy Week with the community.  He animated a three-day retreat for our fac-
ulty and students, with duplicate morning and afternoon sessions. 
       Finally, Sr. Joan Chittister has written a powerful series of reflexiones in Between the Dark and the Daylight: 
Embracing the Contradictions of Life.  Fr. Richard Rohr has said that both nature and Dios conspire to make 
monks of all of us.  Traditionally, monks rise during the night or at the first light of dawn to recite the night 
office.  It is the time to wrestle with one’s interior demons.  As we age, we get up at night to use the restroom 
and, when we return to bed, falling asleep again does not come easily.  Our minds are flooded with thoughts of 
past failures, unresolved life issues, or petty differences that still beg for our attention.  Sr. Joan’s simple and 
direct writing style addresses many of these thoughts that accompany us through life and suggests new ways 
of seeing ourselves, others, and God. 
 

Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent    



 

 

Christian Brothers School | New Orleans, LA 
 

       Thomas Constant, a 1993 graduate of Christian Brothers 
School, was named the 2016 Alumnus of the Year by the 
CBS Alumni Association. Ryan Gootee, a long-time friend 
and supporter of Christian Brothers School, was named the 
2016 recipient of the St. Benilde Award.  These awards are 
longstanding CBS traditions and are given annually to      
recognize outstanding adult members of the school com-
munity.  The two men were honored at the CBS Alumni  
Association annual family crawfish boil on April 9. 
       In March, hundreds gathered at the St. Anthony      
campus as we welcomed new families to the CBS family.  
Heath Barker, incoming St. Anthony campus principal, and 
Michael Prat, incoming City Park campus principal, orga-

nized the event, which featured a traditional Louisiana “cochon roast”. 
       On April 8, the entire student body participated in a service learning experience.  Following Mass, students 
spent the morning at various worksites in City Park 9:30.  After lunch, students were guided through both per-
sonal and group reflection activities and listened to a guest speaker’s talk on service.  In March, a number of 
students and their families volunteered serving meals at the St. Jude 
Community Center.  
       CBS moms have a prayer group that gathers monthly in the chap-
el, and recent sessions have included presentations by Brian Butler, 
executive director of Dumb Ox Ministries, a non-profit that affection-
ately takes its name from St. Thomas Aquinas, nicknamed the “dumb 
ox.”  It works with teens, young adults, and parents to assist in culti-
vating authentic masculinity and femininity based on the Church’s 
Theology of the Body. 
       Recently, our 5th-graders received presentations on the dangers 
of addiction from members of the Action Against Addiction Preven-
tion Network.  The speakers, who also are former CBS moms and vol-
unteers, presented on the theme “Protecting You, Protecting Me.”  
       Holy Week at CBS was observed with several activities, including 
our living Stations of the Cross, enacted by a number of our students. 
 

Mr. Rick Reso 
Correspondent 

 

De La Salle High School | New Orleans, LA 
 

       Six top academic De La Salle eighth graders began this school year with either President’s or Principal’s  
Cavalier Academic Performance Scholarships (CAPS).  This year’s President’s Scholars are Trent Burke, Robert 
Hudson, and Rylie Shook.  This year’s Principal’s Scholars are Massimo Andrade, Peyton Preston, and Melanie 
Shea.  Criteria for both recognitions includes high school placement test scores; and elementary/middle school 
GPA, conduct record, and administrator recommendation. 
       Recently, the Louisiana Music Educators Association announced that it named De La Salle band director 
Duncan Pray as its District VI high school band director of the year.  Selections recognize directors for the   
quality of their programs’ public performances and competition participation over the course of a school year.  
Mr. Pray, who is in his fourth year as director, said simply, “It’s a very cool honor to get this recognition,       
especially from my peers around the city.” 

           Thomas Constant                             Ryan Gootee 

CBS students at the school service day.  



 

 

       For the first time since our powerhouse teams 
of the 1970s, De La Salle High School took the State 
Wrestling Division III Championship.  While none of 
our wrestlers took individual championships, nine 
finishes in the top five earned enough points to   
secure the team title. Head Coach Rod Cusachs said, 
“We talked about the importance of being a team 
all year, and the way the boys wrestled this year 
showed they got it.” 
       Two De La Salle freshmen, Marvin Nuñez and 
Ivan Paz, have been selected as recipients of New 
Orleans Hispanic Heritage Foundation (NOHHF) 
scholarships.  NOHHF Executive Director Raúl Fonte, 
himself a graduate of a former Lasallian school in 
Cuba, and Vice President for Scholarships Alex    

Gershanik came to De La Salle recently to meet the young men and speak to them about the scholarships. The 
formal awards presentation will be May 4.  
       Under the direction of senior Religion teacher Tony Behan, De La Salle seniors did something new this year.  
As a senior service project, they studied a unit on homelessness.  “We had some great class discussions on be-
ing homeless and living on the streets,” Behan said, “and I think our seniors have a more compassionate view 
of the problems people in this situation face.”  Class members then collected 50 new or lightly used backpacks 
and filled them with socks, toiletries, sweaters and blankets for donation to a local outreach center.  The stu-
dents also toured the facility and met with some of its clientele.  Read the New Orleans Advocate story. 
       The newest De La Salle Advanced Placement class, A.P. Human Geography, took a field trip to three area 
food establishments.  Course teacher Mrs. Perry Rogers explained, “This was part of our study of folk and pop-
ular culture. We were specifically looking at the differences in food culture in various parts of the world, ob-
serving how geography and taboos shape cuisine.”   
       Under the direction of Religion teachers Alan DeRitter and Jan Ellis, De La Salle students collected 123 
coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, and sweat suits for children and young adults served by Covenant House.  “It was 
a great response from our kids and their families,” Ellis said.  “Principal Paul Kelly was a driving force in this 
work,” she said, “because he made daily reminder announcements, encouraging the kids to bring in lightly 
used, outgrown outer garments, and the kids responded very well.” 
       Also, several students and Mr. Behan participated in the annual Catholic Schools Week liturgy at St. Dominic 
Church.  Tristan Autin said, “It was a good representation of all Catholic schools in the city. It’s good for us to 
get together and be able to interact in a Mass.”  Devin Lockett commented, “I greatly enjoyed the mass be-
cause I think it is wonderful that most, if not all, of the Catholic schools in our area can come together and be 
brothers and sisters in a shared faith.”  Zachary 
Steverson added, “I thought the mass was great. It 
was so good to see all the different Catholic school 
students together in one Mass.” 
       On March 19, the Sophomores gathered with 
their mothers or significant mother figures for a 
Prayer Breakfast.  Interim President Dr. Myles 
Seghers, ’65 welcomed everyone to the event and 
Principal Paul Kelly, ’83 addressed the group with a 
brief talk on what sacrifices mothers make for their 
children.  He asked the students to “provide your 
mothers with a really clear signal in an effort to 
help shine Christ’s undying light into a world too 
often filled with darkness” by turning to their 

De La Salle’s 2015-2016 state champion wrestling team. 

The A.P. Human Geography class at one of their field trip stops. 
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mothers and repeating with him a prayer acknowledging “their love, patience, belief in their children, their 
work, sacrifices, and for being there in times of need.”   
 

Ms. Kathy Calder, AFSC 
Correspondent 

 

Gebre Mikael Center | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
       

       Greetings.  May you all continue to have God's blessings throughout the school year and may you also keep 
in mind the missions in their work for the poor.   
       In Addis Ababa, we have a project for the very poor families who live in our neighborhood, which is called 
Ketchenne.  Close to us is a Catholic grammar school for the poor that is run by the Daughters of Charity.  Only 
the certified poor can enter this grammar school.  Now, for the third year in a row, we have a daily study hall 
for eighth graders from this school.  Besides helping them with their school subjects, we also give a short     
English lesson each day.  This English lesson is very important for them because in high school most subjects 
are taught in English.  Our supervised study hall is free of charge.   
       For the students who study well and are faithful in attending every day, we hope to give a four-year schol-
arship that can be used at one of two nearby Catholic high schools.  One of these schools is for boys and the 
other is for girls.  The amount of one four-year scholarship is 1000 dollars.  We would greatly appreciate it if 
you consider making a donation, as well as praying for our work with these very poor students.  Donations can 
be sent either to Brother Donald or to Sandra Gilbert at DLSI, who will wire the money to our scholarship ac-
count. Thank you! 
       May the Lord bless you greatly for your generosity and may all of you have a blessed school ending.   
 

Brother Peter de Groot, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Holy Family Community | Napa, CA 
 

       The weekend of January 15th, Jull Grandee Goodsell, with ten young women form the Grande Goodsell 
Institute for the Arts and Humanities in Yorba Linda, California, were at Mont La Salle for their annual Seminar/
Retreat. The young women are singers, dancers, actresses, teachers – especially of less-able young people, 
such as those with autistism. On Friday afternoon they gave a concert in the main chapel in honor of Brother 
Donald Johanson. Then, as is their custom, they came over to the Holy Family Community room to give us a 
brief concert and to invite each Brother to tell of his past school assignments. The young ladies concluded their 
program by singing “Farewell, Friends.” Then they presented each Brother with a long-stemmed red and yellow 
rose – accompanied by a “hug.” 
       New carpeting has been installed in all the hallways throughout the house, as well as on the stairways and 
in the elevators. 
       On January 19th, Brother Dominic Ruegg from Saint Mary’s College, Moraga, joined our community. Three 
days later he was taken to the Queen to the Valley Hospital, diagnosed with pneumonia. He returned to the 
community on January 27th – in time for the birthday celebration of Brother Martin Ash. 
       Ray and Rosie Garcia from L.A. were guests of Brother Richard Orona the weekend of January 22nd. Ray 
and Richard were classmates at Cathedral High School, graduating together in 1961. 
       Brother William Carriere and his sister Jeni from Michigan spent the last weekend in January with us. Jeni 
said she enjoyed the California weather – a respite from the cold and snow of her home state. 
       In early February, Brothers George Van Grieken and John O’Neill made a seven-day Retreat at the Trappis-
tine Redwoods Monastery in Whitethorn, California. They appreciated the redwoods, the Sisters, and the 
peaceful atmosphere. 
       Brother David Brennan of our Holy Family Community died on February 15th from complications due to 
Alzheimer’s disease. He was 72 years old. A Mass of the Resurrection was offered on February 20th in our main 



 

 

chapel. The principal celebrant was Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P., with concelebrant Father John Coleman, and 
assisted by Deacon Charles Stanton. Brother Thomas Jones gave the eulogy. Burial was in the Brothers’ ceme-
tery here. Brother David was a Visitor for two terms and a past President of the Christian Brothers winery. 
       Brother Brendan Kneale’s 97th birthday was on March 9th. It’s customary for the community to celebrate 
the honoree with a festive meal of his choice at dinner. Brendan doesn’t eat dinner. So he chose breakfast for 
the celebration. And the “pièce de résistance” was … not his expected catfish … but frogs legs! 
       Greg Schaefer, Pastor of the Lutheran Church in Palo Alto, made his annual private retreat here the week-
end of February 10th. A longtime friend of Brother Arnold Stewart, Greg had been Arnold’s R.A. at Saint Mary’s 
College. While here on Retreat, Greg stayed in our Holy Family Community. He joined us at morning prayer and 
Mass, and evening prayer, as well as meals and socials. 
       Also our guests for that weekend were friends of Brother Richard Orona from L.A: Hector and Patricia Ro-
man, David and Carmen Alvarez. Hector and David graduated from Cathedral High School, Class of 1976. Hec-
tor currently is President of the Alumni Association. 
       Brother William Carriere spent a few days in our community in mid-March. 
 

Brother Conrad Kearney, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Les Amis des Frères  
 

Updates 
       March 23: Please keep Nina Meuel, Chuck (Brother Norbert, FSC), Therese, and the whole family in your 
prayers. We've just learned that Nina has been diagnosed with bladder cancer. Nina said it's OK to share this. 
You can write to Nina and Chuck at 1101 Stanley Dollar Drive #3, Walnut Creek, CA 94595. 
       March 20: Please remember in your prayers Joe Sperske's mother, June, who passed away on March 20th, 
at age 96. 
       March 13: Memorial Service for Dr. Juan Francisco Lara (Brother Sean Fabian, FSC), reported by Pat O'Brien:  
 

       I attended a beautiful memorial service for our friend and former Brother, Dr Juan Lara. The service was 
held on the campus of UC Irvine where Juan had worked tirelessly with young men and women, especially His-
panic and black, to follow their dream, go to college, think about grad school and make a difference in this 
world.  
       The speakers included administrators and educators who he had worked with to maximize opportunity for 
students to attend college. Family members especially his son (he reminded us so much of his dad) gave a great 
summary of his dad's life with many insights into his dedication and outreach to students and families His 
daughter also spoke lovingly despite her tears. Parents of students also spoke, holding back tears, too. 
       Some things I didn't know about Juan: he knew everyone's name; he called at students and potential stu-
dents at their homes at any time of the day or night; he had candy bars on his desk for anyone who visited; as a 
child, the family lived above a bar; his dad died when he was about 5 so he had to be the man of the family; he 
shunned honors and awards and kept them in a box out of sight; he was like the "Hound of Heaven": in pursu-
ing students and convincing them of their ability and opportunity to get education; he loved to smile and every 
picture (and he had many) displayed his joy in his students and in his vocation. 
       We were all touched by the program, his kids and grandkids who he loved so much and the more than 300 
friends and co-workers who attended. 
       I also have to say that whenever Les Amis needed donations, he was the first to reply with a generous 
amount...whatever was needed. 
       We bless him for all his gifts and life. We all should be proud of our brother, Juan. 
 

       February 26: Please keep Luigi Fabiano in your prayers. Luigi wrote to Pat O'Brien with updates about his 
health and asked that we notify Les Amis: “A biopsy and MRI shows I have an aggressive form of cancer 
(Merkel cancer). Being sent to UCSF. I’ll stay on my JC schedule as long as I can.  Keep me in your prayers 



 

 

Thanks for all your help so far.” 
       February 17: “Thanks to the spiritual influences of the 
Christian Brothers, Dan and Angie Biner will celebrate 60 
happy years of marriage on Feb. 25, 2016! Many thanks to 
our many Christian Brothers.” 
       February 5: Please pray for the blessed repose of Mike 
Mattos' foster brother, Jim, who passed away today. They 
were very close; he came to live with the family when he 
was 6 and Mike was 8. 
       January 25: Our prayers are requested for the repose of 
the soul of former Brother Harold Frank, who died in his 
sleep on January 17, 2016. He had been suffering with      
serious heart problems.  
       January 16: We have received word from Pat O'Brien of 
the passing of John Phelan (former Brother Gregory) robing 
group of 1946. Messages of condolence may be sent to his 
wife, Catherine Phelan, 32236 Oakshore Drive, Westlake  
Village, CA 91361-3810, and will be shared with his son. May 
he rest in peace.  
       Welcome to new members of Les Amis des Frères: Hope 
San Felippo Peterson; Mike Fosgett; and Charles-Cecil Duncan. 
 

2016 Events 
       Russian River retreat at St. Joseph Camp: June 27 – July 5. This is our annual gathering to spend a few days 
or the week together sharing meals, stories, and prayers and enjoying the tranquility of the River. Reservation 
information is available now (see contact information below).  Brothers: come by and say hi if you're in the area. 
       Annual alumni picnic at Mont La Salle: Saturday, August 27, 2016, in the picnic grove. Friends and family 
are welcome. Detailed information will be ready later in spring. 
 

       Les Amis des Frères has its own Faceboook page; its members are Christian Brothers, former Brothers and 
their families, and our friends and supporters. New members are invited to peruse the many photo albums by 
clicking on the photos link. We encourage all members to post comments and photos. Contact for Les Amis des 
Frères and retreat information: Michael Tscheekar, misha@sbceo.org. 
 

Mr. Michael Tscheekar 
Correspondent 

 

Mullen High School | Denver, CO 
 

       Mullen High School has always been a trailblazer when it comes to service to the local Colorado communi-
ty.  Mullen was the first high school in Colorado to require service hours as a graduation prerequisite for its 
students. Today, that legacy extends to a global outreach that melds well with our service to our local metro-
politan area. Mullen students are leaders in this arena and have challenged the paradigm regarding service to 
be one that exists for the sake of “giving back”, rather than just a box to check off as one nears graduation. 
       The inspiration provided by the ongoing work of our students was embraced by our staff this March. Led by 
our school’s Director of Service Learning, Judy McCarty, our adult community was able to extend our school’s 
reach into the Denver Metropolitan area through a day that featured giving, hard work and an overall feeling of 
accomplishment.  
       Administrators, teachers and staff began the day gathered in the Mullen Chapel for prayer. This was fol-
lowed by breakfast and the challenge to reflect on the importance of living out our Lasallian core principle of 
Concern for the Poor and Social Justice as we prepared to meet the day in service to others.  

Dan and Angie Biner: then and now. 



 

 

       Myriad opportunities for service awaited our 
community of adult leaders. From painting houses 
to packing care packages of clothing and sundries, 
our staff was able to find an avenue for philanthropy 
that suited everyone. Some helped in the kitchen at 
the Senior Support Center downtown while others 
lent a hand organizing storage at Denver Rescue 
Mission. A large contingent made its way to the 
World Vision Global Distribution Center to share in 
the mission of humanitarian aid. Back on campus, a 
group helped in our community garden, where food 
grown on our campus is shared with local food 
banks.  
       At day’s end, we all met back on campus for 
prayer and reflection. Groups sat together and dis-

cussed takeaways from the day’s activities. A profound sense of gratitude filled the Rilko Events Center as each 
table group spoke of its experiences and the pride that comes with working for a mission-driven Lasallian 
school. The observation of one of our new teachers encapsulated the whole day: “This is one of the reasons I 
wanted to work here…I like that we practice exactly what we ask of our kids.”  
       As the afternoon came to its conclusion, a feeling of gratitude permeated through the air, as expressed by 
one of our veteran teachers: “I’m tired but I can’t imagine a better feeling. When we say we are Lasallian, I 
know that when our day begins and ends in prayer, with good work for others in between, I know that we 
mean it!” 
 

Mr. Sean Keefe 
Correspondent           

 

Provincialate Community | Napa, CA 
 

       Blessings of Easter to al l— and may we recognize the Lord as He continues to make His appearances 
among us!  
       Here at Mont La Salle we had a very fine retreat from Wednesday through the Vigil on Holy Saturday. It 
was well organized by Br. James Joost and all those who assisted him, with a leisurely schedule of prayer,     
discussions and the Holy Week liturgies. There were about 20 Brothers present, including Brothers from the 
local communities and the College, one of our Lasallian Partners and a representative of St. Paul’s – Covington 
as well! 
       The morning discussions of the Vatican document on the vocation of the Brother provided a lively ex-
change with Brothers from Holy Family community joining those on the retreat. There was both reflection on 
the history of changes that have taken place in how we perceive our vocation, as well as suggestions for 
“restructuring in the interest of continuing formation” as we move forward.  
       The liturgies and prayer services were well prepared and provided very good liturgical reflection on the 
mysteries to be celebrated. There was a record crowd of families who came Easter Sunday morning and       
provided a clear sense of the larger church being served.  
       The Provincialate community enjoys its “ministry of hospitality” as one of the chief characteristics of our 
community. We often have members of the District Leadership team here for meetings and they join us for 
social and meals. The Brothers occasionally invite guests to join us as we celebrate birthdays, as did Brother 
John O’Neil recently for his birthday. We have had a Trappistine nun from northern California join us for a    
private retreat, as well as the Luther chaplain from Stanford University and his wife. So we have our horizons 
stretched and enriched by such guests and includes much challenging conversation. 
       We look forward to the District Day that will be held here at Mont La Salle on April 23rd. Those who  

Mullen faculty members enjoy working together on their service day. 



 

 

attended the one in Santa Fe on March 19th brought home reports of very stimulating presentations and good 
discussions that clearly contributed to the growing sense of unity and vitality for the District, as well as practi-
cal considerations of things to be done for general well-being and health on many levels.  The involvement and 
fostering of vocations was also a strong component of what can be done to increase vitality. 
       The regular ministries and daily involvements of the community members also continues. Brother John 
O’Neill has gained back a remarkable level of energy and good health that allows him to do many services for 
the community. Brothers Armand Garcia and Richard Moratto continue their forms of involvement in the     
Latino community and spiritual direction/recollection days respectively. Brother Stanislaus Campbell is most 
faithful to all the duties that fall to him as Director, as well as District and Regional projects. Brother Kevin Slate 
is fully engaged in his development work for Justin-Siena High School in Napa and District vocation work.  
Brother Michael Murphy is at St. Mary’s College, Brother Mark Murphy in the various activities of the Lasallian 
Christian Brothers Foundation, and Brothers Donald Johanson and James Joost in District Leadership.  
       Continued blessings of Easter for all as we now turn our attention to the celebration of Pentecost and the 
fulfillment of the promises made by Jesus. 
 

Brother Mark Murphy, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Nicholas’ Hospital | Salisbury, England 
 

       The cold winter months have been filled primar-
ily with tutorials, although I did lecture on the     
Influence of Gregory the Great on Mediaeval 
Thought in a graduate course earlier in the term. l  
have been fortunate enough to study in London 
preparing material for lectures next year.  There is a 
visiting collection of paintings from l6th century 
Venice at the Royal Academy and another of l5th 
century paintings from Florence at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum.  Shortly after Easter I will join three 
colleagues from the College to participate in an  
academic conference in Rome.   When I return I am 
lecturing on mediaeval domestic architecture and 
libraries in England.  Although it has been the usual 
cold British winter it has been warmed by time 

spent with paintings, books and architecture from the more temperate South. 
 

Brother Patrick Moore, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Mary’s College High School | Berkeley, CA 
 

       Spring arrived at the Saint Mary’s campus with an abundance of needed rain, the loss of a couple of large 
trees in the storms, and the historic creek at the edge of campus running fuller than it has in years. Early 
settlers in the area lived in a large adobe dwelling built in 1841 on the creek bank, just a few steps from the 
school.  The area that includes the campus and neighborhood is known as “Peralta Park,” named for the family.   
       The Spring academic term got underway on March 15, following the school’s annual Enrichment Week  
program, which took faculty and students on dozens of learning adventures from March 4 through March 11.  
Close to home, Saint Mary’s “E-Week” groups could be found hiking, biking, cooking, mastering the bow and 
arrow, at the theater, studying architecture and the history of tea, zip-lining high in the Redwood canopy on 
the Sonoma Coast, touring colleges, learning about sports professions, designing web sites, studying classic 

Spring comes to Sarum College. 



 

 

films, working with hearing-impaired youngsters, 
visiting iconic sites in and around San Francisco, and 
much, much more. 
       Service immersion groups worked in Haiti, El 
Salvador, and at the Blackfeet Reservation Lasallian 
School in Montana, and traveled the United States-
Mexico Border with the District’s El Otro Lado pro-
gram.  Cultural  programs headed to the Yucatan 
pyramids in Mexico, to Spain, Cuba, Paris, Hawaii, 
Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., New York, and to 
the lakes, mountains, and rainforests of Olympic 
National Park in Washington State.  Some classes 
held mini-fundraisers to help with course fees.  
There were after-school Coke Float sales for the 
Haiti trip, and dinners prepared by students and 

faculty at a nearby Catholic parish that helped defray costs for other immersion travels.  Saint Mary’s joined 
Cathedral High School, Los Angeles, on the SFNO District’s inaugural El Otro Lado immersion experience along 
the U.S.-Mexico border.  Saint Mary’s had also participated in the original program begun by San Miguel High 
School in Tucson ten years ago.   
       A treasure trove of photos, memories, and wonderful stories – and many life-changing experiences –came 
back to school with every group at the end of Enrichment Week.   
       The Saint Mary’s Brothers Community was busy during Enrichment Week, too.  Brother Dan Morgan kept 
up with cataloguing and posting the hundreds of photographs and several video blogs arriving each day from 
the more than three dozen courses taking place on campus and off.  Brother David Caretti journeyed to the 
Sonoma Coast of California with students in the “Adventures in the Redwoods” course.  During the week, the 
group kayaked on the Russian River and hiked through old growth California Redwood groves where they also 
took an amazing zip line ride through the canopy.  They visited the Pacific Coast at Jenner, where the Russian 
River finishes its 110-mile trek to enter the Pacific Ocean.  Home base for the week was the Brothers’ St. Joseph’s 
Camp with its guest cabins and “U-Rest” sleeping lodge set high above the river a few miles from the ocean.   
       On March 14, Brother David led the faculty and staff in a review of the completed self-study document for 
the school’s accreditation process, in anticipation of the WCEA Visiting Team on campus from April 10-13.   
       Brother Edmond Larouche, school President, has been busy meeting with architects and contractors for the 
Saint Mary’s Student Chapel project, expected to get underway this summer with a June groundbreaking.  The 
chapel will be the first dedicated chapel space on the campus since the 1973 demolition of the original high 
school building at Peralta Park.  Brother David attended the annual District Day for the SFNO Brothers, held in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico on March 19, and Brother 
Edmond was there for District Council meetings.  The 
community’s annual Canonical Visit with Brother Donald 
Johanson, Provincial, took place during Holy Week. 
       Saint Mary's Speech & Debate Congress Team 
enjoyed great success at the first-ever Oakland Di-
ocesan National Catholic Forensic League Qualifier 
Speech & Debate Tournament in late January.  
Nearly everyone from Saint Mary’s qualified for the 
Catholic National Contest set to take place this May 
in Sacramento.  The program carries on the histori-
cally Lasallian tradition of the National Catholic Fo-
rensic League, co-founded in the late 1950s by 
Christian Brother Gregory Rene Sterner, FSC (1937-
2009) in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which brought 

Enrichment Week adventures included zip-lining. 

No shortage of customers at the annual Crab Feed! 



 

 

Catholic high schools into national competitions for the first time. 
       February brought big crowds to campus for two main events:  the annual Parent Association-sponsored 
Crab Feed and the School Musical.  More than 600 people enjoyed a delicious fresh crab dinner, served by stu-
dents, in the school gym on February 6 at the largest community social of the school year. Later that month, 
audiences delighted in the six performances of the musical production, “Josefa and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat.”  The female lead, “Josefa,” wowed the crowds.  View the YouTube trailer for the show online.        
Ten students participated in the annual "Making the Cut" hair-gifting event on campus on February 17,  do-
nating long ponytails and getting new “do's” in the process, thanks to talented and generous volunteer stylists. 

       Lent opened with a student-led Ash Wednesday prayer ser-
vice and distribution of ashes, and also kicked off the annual 
Lenten Food Drive, which brought in thousands of pounds of 
canned goods in support of the local community food bank.  
Again this year, Theatre Arts students took their show on the 
road in February, visiting middle school students at several ar-
ea Catholic schools.  Student-created scenes about important 
life choices were performed by the high schoolers and included 
interactive scenarios about: Trust, Body Image, Expectations, 
Fears, Influence of Friends, Relationship Pressures, Friendship, 
and Safety.  AP Visual Arts students displayed their work in an 
annual neighborhood art show at a popular café just a block 
from campus.  On the Panther sports front, the Girls’ Soccer 
Team won the 2016 League Championship and Girls’ Tennis, 
also League champs, finished the season with a 14-0 record – 
the best record in Saint Mary's High history since the school 
became coed in 1995.  Girls’ and Boys’ Varsity    Basketball had 
a double-header on campus in late February for the State’s 
North Coast Section Division IV quarterfinals.  Spring sports 
now in full swing include Baseball, Boys’ Golf, Softball, Swim-
ming and Diving, Boys’ Tennis and Volleyball, and Saint Mary’s 
ever-exciting Track and Field. 
       With Spring comes the creation of the school’s next Fresh-
man class, and the Seniors’ continued receipt of college ac-

ceptances.  Saint Mary’s continues to be blessed with more than twice the number of applications as places 
available in the Freshman class.  Acceptances for the Class of 2020 were sent in mid-March.  Meanwhile, the 
Class of 2016 has had an incredible application season.  By the end of February, 132 Seniors had completed 
1,378 college applications to institutions in California, out of state, and international universities in Canada and 
Scotland.  Graduation will take place on June 5 on the UC Berkeley campus just two miles from school, with the 
Baccalaureate Mass for the Classes of 2016 and 1966 the evening before.  School President Brother Edmond 
will be among the fifty-year graduates being honored that weekend. 
       As Seniors look ahead to graduation, each must complete a “Senior Project.”  These specialized undertak-
ings are developed by students and mentored by faculty.  A small sampling of project themes from the Class of 
2016 includes:  a podcast radio show about music and skate culture; a simple guide to gardening, including  
donating garden-grown produce to the Berkeley Food Network; a collection of healthy recipes; a web page and 
blog about arts and cultural events and resources in Oakland; a webpage of resources for long-distance run-
ners; an annual film festival at Saint Mary's; a guide with tech advice for future theater productions at Saint 
Mary's; a guide for incoming freshmen (homework, classes, food, sleep) to include in orientation materials; and 
a guide for Saint Mary's students for responsible disposal of trash and recyclables on campus. 
       On April 19, Saint Mary's will again host one hundred college Admissions Directors from throughout the 
United States, along with over four hundred juniors and parents from Saint Mary’s and four other area private 
high schools at the annual CASE Studies Workshop. The event, unique in the East Bay, focuses on reviews of 

Students leading the Ash Wednesday  prayer service. 
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mock college applications and the college applica-
tion process, and is sponsored by the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education and Saint 
Mary’s own College Counseling Department. 
       Alumni in the News:  Saint Mary’s grammar 
and high school alumnus and Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame inductee Paul Kantner '59 died on January 28 
at age 74. Founding member in 1965 of the iconic 
San Francisco rock group Jefferson Airplane, and 
later, Jefferson Starship, Kantner was a Saint 
Mary’s High classmate of another Hall of Fame  
musician, Tom Fogerty of Creedence Clearwater 
Revival.  In an interview with the Peralta Park Press 
school magazine for a special 2002 music issue, 
Kantner reflected on his six years at the Peralta 
Park campus:  "I always have a fond part of my 
heart for the bells of Saint Mary's.  I got a good 
education there that has served me remarkably well.” 
       Saint Mary's 29-year Mathematics faculty member, highly successful track and field coach, two-time alumni 
Dad, and Class of 1981 alumnus, Mr. Jay Lawson, finished second in the men’s 200m at the USA Track and Field 
Masters Indoor Championships in Albuquerque, New Mexico in early March, and is currently ranked #3 in the 
world in his 50-54 age group. The Masters features athletes ranging in age from 30 - 95+, and track events 
range from 60 meters to 3,000 meters, while field events include the full range of indoor jumps and throws.  
That same weekend, in the men's 4×400, Lawson and his team ran a world record-breaking 3:39.27.  
       Student Shares with Nepal:  Following two devastating earthquakes that killed and injured many thousands 
in Nepal last Spring, Saint Mary's sophomore Lauren Singh and her family began collecting money to help a Nepa-
lese school, through bake sales, donations, and advertisements at her family's business in Berkeley.  Lauren 
donated $1,000 to a Kathmandu grade school last November, which has provided speakers for the school 
building, toys, sports equipment, classroom materials, and playground swings and slides on which Lauren’s 

name has been lovingly inscribed.   Lauren shared, 
“It's important that children, no matter where they 
live or their economic status, receive a strong and 
enjoyable educational experience, like I have here 
at Saint Mary's.”    
       At press time, word came that the annual Red 
Cross Blood Drive in late March was another big suc-
cess. More than 75 donors gave 51 units of blood, 
which can be used for up to 153 people in need.  Saint 
Mary’s sends best wishes to our fellow Lasallians in 
the District of San Francisco New Orleans for the final 
months of the school year.   
 

Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Michael’s High School | Santa Fe. NM 
 

       Once their belongings were retrieved from Denver, Brothers Charles Miller, Melvin Pelton, and Tom Daigle 
settled in after the job of unpacking and sorting through things was complete.  Bro. Mel spends some time each 
week in the school teaching whoever is interested how to make string rosaries.  He has also joined Bro. Martin 

SMCHS alum and Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Paul Kantner.  
(Photo SF Examiner.com)  

Jay Lawson (second from left) and his record-setting teammates. 



 

 

Swonke attending various ball games. Bro. Charles has joined Bro. Joe Haras in a local elementary school      
tutoring reading. 
       Bro. Brian Dybowski attended the Director’s meeting in mid-January and provided the Brothers with an  
extensive report of what transpired there. 
       We received the news of the death of Bro. Sam Martinez within less than two weeks of similar notification 
of the death of former Brother, Bill Flavian.  Both were classmates of Bro. George Hetzel from the Juniorate on.  
Rosary for Bro. Sam was 4 February and the funeral Mass and interment were the next morning.  The Rosary 
was led by Bro. Sam’s brother, Deacon Donald Martinez, who also assisted at the Mass and provided the    
homily.  Fr. Paul Meaden celebrated the Mass for us.  Both the Rosary and Mass were well attended despite 
frigid, windy weather. 
       We were saddened by news of the death of David Van Haaften, the brother of Bro. Fred. Van Haaften.   
David had a pacemaker installed and in the process, an artery was punctured causing blood to leak into the 
pericardium.  After several days on life support, he died on November 16.  Prayers for the repose of his soul 
and for the family are requested.  Bro. Fred traveled to Indiana for the funeral along with his daughter from 
White Rock. 
       The Community hosted the District Day on March 19 with almost 25 Brothers in attendance.  For the first 
time in quite a while, the house was full.  After that, the District Council held its meeting here, and the mem-
bers were able to have lunch in the school and visit.  All seemed to have been quite successful, and we appreci-
ated that several Brothers from the West Coast were able to be here and get acquainted with those of us who 
can no longer travel to visit them.  Brothers Mike Livaudais and Nick Gonzales took the opportunity to spend 
the first part of Holy Week with us before returning to their respective communities. 
       Shortly after the meetings, Bro. Jerome Cox stopped by for Holy Week en route to the Midwest where he 
was planning for some shows of his work.  His additional voice enhanced the singing for the various liturgical 
celebrations now that the local voices are aging. 
 

Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Paul’s School | Covington, LA 
 

Community News 
       Happy Easter season to everyone. The flowers in Covington are in full bloom and the watery eyes and    
runny noses caused by so much pollen have begun. We are awaiting the hatching of our baby goslings, which 
should be any day now. It's an event that the community looks forward to each year. Easter is all about life, 
and God's little creatures are preparing for their new arrivals.  
       Brother Ralph Baltz put a bird feeder in out court yard and the Brothers receive a lot of joy watching the 
various varieties of birds feeding. We do have a couple of squirrels that manage to get into the court yard for 
their share of the food. 
       We have been having a great deal of rain lately, which has resulted in much flooding and destruction of 
homes. We were lucky! The water got dangerously close to our residence. The monks and seminarians at St. 
Joseph Abbey had to be evacuated. The Abbey Church will be closed for a long time, as will other areas of the 
property. The seminarians will use St. Paul's Briggs Center for their graduation. Sadly, the monks did not have 
flood insurance. The last time the Abbey flooded was in 1906!  
       Life at St. Paul's has been very busy. The soccer team took first place in state. The basketball team, while 
not advancing to state, did have the best season ever. Lacrosse, baseball and track seasons have begun. 
       The Marian Players performed Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Coat the second week of March. Denny 
Charbonnet did a great bob directing the production. Denny was also busy directing the Passion Play, which 
was presented to the students on Wednesday of Holy Week. On Thursday of Holy Week, we held the          
Mandatum during a school prayer services. Easter vacation runs March 24-April 4, and then the mad rush to-
ward graduation and final exams will begin. 



 

 

       Brothers Jerry Vincent and Louis Welker spoke to the 
students about the Brothers Vocation at six prayer ser-
vices. It appears that the talks were well received by the 
students. Brother Jerry was also a presenter at De La Salle 
High School Career Day in New Orleans on March 23. He 
was amazed at the number of parents present who gradu-
ated from De La Salle and who expressed their gratitude 
for the work of the Brothers. 
       Brother Jeffrey Calligan travelled to Napa, CA for the 
Holy Week Retreat that was held there. In late April, he 
will return to Australia for a month of school visitations 
and then make his way back to California for the Buttimer 
Institue. 
       Father Matthew Clark, OSB, celebrated the Easter  
Triduum for us. We are so grateful to him for helping us 
with the various liturgical celebrations. Father Lawrence, 
who usually celebrates the Triduum for the community, is 
recuperating from a broken hip. 
       Brother Duane Gregory keeps the community up to 
date concerning sports events. Brother John Kelly has 
adopted Brother Peter Dudenheffer as the official decorator of his bedroom door. Brother John likes his door 
decorated for all season and major holidays. 
       Our House guest during the Easter vacation will be Butchie the dog. Brother Louis Welker will doggie sit 
while his nephew is in California on vacation with his family. Brother Bill Ray and his buddy Butchie will be able 
to go fishing again. He's happy! 
       Brother Alfred's health is stable at this time. Brother William Seibold has become addicted to watching 
movies in the afternoon. He calls viewings “The Matinee”. 
       Brother Bob O'Kane travels to Lafayette, LA regularly to see to needed repairs on the Brothers residence. 

Brother John Fairfax gets out of the community to visit rela-
tives and friends. Brother Peter Dudenheffer and Brother 
Louis Welker continue doing grocery shopping twice a week 
for the community. Brother Tom Canty keeps himself busy 
reading and watching TV. 
       A Blessed Easter to all.  
 

Brother Louis Welker, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

School News 
       Saint Paul's administration, faculty, student body and 
honored guests gathered in the Briggs Assembly Center on 
January 25, the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, with 
Archbishop Gregory Aymond to celebrate Mass. The Archbishop 
addressed forgiveness and second chances in the Year of 
Mercy. He also congratulated the school on the Blue Ribbon 
awarded in October by the Department of Education. After, 
the Archbishop and honored guests attended a reception. 
       Saint Paul's Wrestling Wolves, coached by Craig Ketelsen 

and Matt Pinero, held their senior night celebration on Janu-

ary 27th in the Gene Bennett Sports Complex. The seniors 

honored the contributions and support given to them by the Students present Archbishop Gregory Aymond with gifts.  

The Passion Play student production is an annual  
Holy Week tradition at St. Paul’s.   



 

 

parents over the past five years with a brief thankyou speech and 

traditional presentation of the yellow rose. 

       On January 28th, the junior class received career information 

from Saint Paul's Alumni in the Briggs Assembly Center. As a   

special project sponsored by the Alumni Office, nine alumni    

representing a variety of professions addressed the juniors on 

educational requirements, benefits, and duties of workers in 

their selected professions. 

       Senior baseball team members Rutger Fury, Landon Waite, 

and Blake LoCicero are again running their charity, “Strikeouts for 

Saint Jude.” Rutger, Landon, and Blake collected pledges for each 

strikeout pitched during the 2015 baseball season and donated 

the funds to the Saint Jude Children's Research Hospital in Mem-

phis, Tennessee. Last year's donation amounted to $1,695.00. 

       Four members of the class of 2016 have been selected as 

National Merit Finalists: Luke Avenel, Patrick Connolly, Ryan   

Meraux, and Andrew Mercante. These students represent the 

top one half of one per cent of the high school seniors in the  

nation, and now are in the running for the 7400 Merit Scholarships 

awarded by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. 

       Three members of the class of 2016, Luke Avenel, Patrick 

Connolly, and Ryan Meraux, have been selected as semifinalists in the Presidential Scholars Program. The pro-

gram is designed to recognize the most distinguished graduating high school seniors. The award includes an all-

expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. and a presentation ceremony at the White House. The scholars will be 

announced in late April. Last year, Class of 2015 member Ryan Keller was named male Presidential Scholar. 

       Saint Paul’s Senior John Cresson has been selected as the Student of the Year for the Non-Public Schools 

for the state of Louisiana, and as one of the six regional finalists in the Louisiana Student of the Year competi-

tion. The finalists will travel to Baton Rouge on April 13th for the awards ceremony and the announcement of 

the recipients at each grade level. 

       Members of the Saint Paul's Student Council 

recently traveled to the Louisiana State Student 

Council Convention. The group participated in a 

number of workshops, competitions, and contests 

over the course of the three-day gathering. The 

group was again selected as a "Gold Council," and 

also received the Student Council Week Award, the 

Mega Bucks Award for donations to charities, the 

Louisiana State Troopers “Grant A Wish Award”, 

and the District II Food Drive Award. Junior Will 

Murphy was elected District II Vice President. 
 

Ms. Karen Hebert 
Correspondent 

SPS baseball team members in their second year of 
raising funds for Saint Jude Children’s Research  Hospital. 

The SPS delegation to the Louisiana State Student Council Convention. 



 

 

MissionAssemblyUpdate 
 
       

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

       Preparations have begun for the San Francisco New Orleans District’s first Mission Assembly, scheduled for 

June 20-23 at Mont La Salle, CA. 

       65 Brother and Partner delegates will gather to help set the direction and priorities for the educational mis-

sion of the District for the next four years.  The Assembly’s theme isReaching Beyond Borders.  Inspired by the 

45th General Chapter, the theme gives special attention both to the ongoing development of District unity and 

to the urgent call from the center of the Institute on carrying out the Mission today. 

       The body of delegates will represent existing leadership councils and associations from the District and its 

ministries.  According to Brother Donald Johanson, Visitor, “For this first Assembly, I felt that it was important 

to draw from the expertise of those Brothers and Partners who currently are most directly responsible for ani-

mating the life of the Mission in our District.” 

       In January, the Assembly’s Preparatory Committee was named and charged by Brother Donald with the task 

of structuring the four days of discussion and visioning.  Its members are Committee Chairperson Charlie Legen-

dre (Office of Education), Mike Daniels (De Marillac Academy), Brother Nick Gonzalez (Cathedral High School-El 

Paso), Denise Jones (La Salle Catholic College Preparatory), Brother James Joost (Auxiliary Visitor), Robert Jor-

dan (Justin-Siena High School), Janell Kloosterman (Mullen High School), Greg Kopra (Office of Formation for 

Mission), Brother Chris Patiño (Office of Vocation Ministry), Gery Short (Office of Education), and Trevor Wat-

kins (Saint Paul’s School). 

       Since January, the Committee has met regularly, focusing on planning for the Assembly’s daily prayer and 

liturgies, general sessions, and thematic group sessions and processes.  Background work has included review-

ing numerous International, Regional, and District documents, as well input from various groups of Brothers 

and Partners. 

       A key element that will guide much of the work of the Assembly will be its thematic areas.  Delegates will be 

divided into groups that will address these areas, identifying District strengths and challenges and developing 

action recommendations for consideration by the Assembly.  To date, four areas have been identified: 
 

 Catechesis and Evangelization 

 Service with the Poor Through Education 

 Formation and Accompaniment for Mission 

 Sustainability, Accessibility, and Inclusion 
 

       The goal of the Assembly will be to produce a series of agreed-upon action proposals for the District that 

will then be presented for approval by the District Chapter when it convenes December 28-30, 2016. 

Commenting on his hopes for the Mission Assembly, Brother Donald said, “I look forward to the Assembly’s in-

sights and direction as we discern how the District can best serve the Mission within the context of today’s 

many needs and possibilities.” 



 

 

OfficeOfEducationUpdate 

Ministries 
       Christian Brothers High School in Sacramento, California has announced the appointment of John O’Connor 

as principal effective July 1, 2016.  The announcement was made on March 18 by Christian Brothers president 

Lorcan Barnes.  O’Connor will be the 47th principal to serve at Christian Brothers since its founding in 1876.  He 

will succeed sixth year principal Mary Hesser, who has announced that she will retire at the end of the 2015-

2016 academic year. 

       Archbishop Rummel High School President Brother Gale Condit, FSC, has announced that he will step down 

from that position effective June, 2016.  The announcement was made to the school community on March 10. 

Brother Gale has also announced that he will assume the position of Development Director for the Lasallian 

Christian Brothers Foundation (LCBF) of the District of San Francisco New Orleans, effective July 12, 2016.     

Current Archbishop Rummel principal Mr. Marc Milano will assume the role of Principal/President-CEO begin-

ning with the 2016-2017 school year. 
       March 17 - 19, 25 mathematics instructors from the San Francisco New Orleans District’s secondary schools 

gathered at Saint Joseph’s Camp for a mathematics workshop.  This workshop is part of a regular cycle of      

discipline-specific workshops offered by the District’s Office of Education.  The agenda for the workshop was 

created by the teachers themselves, based on interviews conducted by Greg Kopra of the Office of Education in 

the months leading up to the workshop.   

       Cathedral High School in El Paso, Texas hosted the first San Francisco New Orleans District El Otro Lado El 

Paso immersion experience the week of March 7 – 11, 2016.  Participants in the inaugural event included  

Lasallians from Cathedral High and from Saint Mary’s College High School, Berkeley, California.  

       Christian Brothers School, New Orleans, hosted a District Lasallian Vocation Convocation on February 5. 
With the theme “Fostering a Culture of Vocations”, this first event of its kind for the District gathered over 250 

faculty and staff from our New Orleans-area ministries to reflect on their Lasallian mission and vocation. 

       The Lasallians Without Borders Committee of the District of San Francisco New Orleans has announced that 

a unique Lasallian Formation program will be offered this coming summer.  El Otro Lado: Guides in the Encounter  

is an adult immersion program to be held July 11-15, 2016, in El Paso, TX.  As part of the District’s continued 

response to the call to go beyond borders, the five-day experience is designed for Lasallian educators who are 

interested in becoming guides in the encounter between their students and the migrant community. 

        

Young Lasallians 
       Kenenna Amuzie has been named as the next Director, Young Lasallians for the District of San Francisco 

New Orleans.  The announcement was made by the District’s Office of Education.  Amuzie will assume her new 

role effective July 1, 2016.  She will succeed Heather Ruple Gilson, who is stepping down after serving in the 

position since 2011. 

       Northwest Connections is an annual retreat shared by the three Pacific Northwest Lasallian schools: De La 

Salle North Catholic High School, Portland, OR; La Salle High School of Yakima, Union Gap, WA; and La Salle 

Catholic College Prep High School, Milwaukie, OR.  This year’s retreat was held February 22-25 at De La Salle 

North Catholic.  Eight students from Yakima and six students from Milwaukie joined DLSNC students for three 

days of celebrating our faith, service, and community. 

       Upcoming summer Young Lasallian events include Lasallian Youth Assembly, June 26 July 1, EL Paso, TX; and 

Lasallian Student Leaders, July 17-22, Saint Mary’s College of California.   



 

 

VocationMinistry 

       The District Vocation Team gathered on March 15 for its first strategic planning session. The meeting 
was facilitated by Mr. Jim Jordan (Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory) and Ms. Heidi Harrison (Justin-Siena 
High School). The goal is to develop a 3 to 5-year action plan for Vocation Ministry. As preparation for this 
meeting, input was gathered from the District Council, Directors Association, and Vocation Coordinators. In 
addition, the information gathered from the community and school visits was also an important resource. 
       On March 15, the Mission & Ministry Center at Saint Mary’s College hosted a Vocations Night for its students. 
Various religious orders were represented during the gathering.  The Office of Vocation Ministry was present 
and extends its gratitude to Fr. Hai Ho, OFMcap, chaplain at Saint Mary’s College, for organizing this event. 
       The Office of Vocation Ministry is hosting two Men’s Discernment Days this semester. The first will take 
place at Saint Mary’s College on Saturday, April 30, 2016. The day is a collaborative effort between the Office of 
Vocation Ministry, the SMC Brothers’ Communities and the SMC Mission & Ministry Center. The second day 
will take place on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at Mont La Salle and targets Young Professionals in our schools. 
       This month’s “Be Brother” Moment features Br. LaSalle Bossong of the Cathedral High School (Los       
Angeles) Brothers’ Community. Br. Robb Wallace, a member of the community, submitted this reflection: 
 

       Br. LaSalle Bossong is the star of the Cathedral High School Brothers’ Community. Just  barely 86, LaSalle 
continues to teach. He has one class, an upper division elective, called Great Books which gets kids to read and 
discuss Aristotle, Plato, St. Augustine and all the others who underlie western civilization. He is one of the fresh-

man counselors, helping the young ones navigate 
the new geography of high school. He is a reliable 
fan of  Phantom sports. He attends all assemblies 
and Masses. He exercises almost daily by walking 
the  campus and saying hello to students. In commu-
nity he puts up with the teasing of Br. Paul, and cor-
rects the forgetfulness of Br. James. He is the most 
reliable participant in all liturgies and prayer ser-
vices. He is an avid Democrat and of course has 
watched every Republican debate this season. 

Above all, LaSalle is a friend of many—fellow Brothers, alumni, students,  classmates from his graduate work. 
In brief, LaSalle is precisely what it means to be a Brother. 

 

       On March 5, the Regional Northern California cohort of the National Religious Vocation Conference spon-
sored a Young Adults Discernment Day at the Province Center of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in       
Belmont, CA. The main facilitator of the day was Fr. Christopher Nguyen, SJ from Loyola Marymount University 
in Southern California.  The day provided young adults with an introduction to types of prayer helpful with the 
discernment process, an overview of consolation versus desolation, and reflection time on a relevant scripture 
passage among other “tools” for Christ-centered decision-making. Over 20 young people participated in the 
day. Br. Kevin Slate represented the Vocation Team at the event. 
       During March a number of FSC Contacts spent their spring break in Los Angeles. They spent time in com-
munity with the Cathedral High School Brothers’ Community and engaged in ministry at Santa Isabel Elemen-
tary School, Cathedral High School, and the Jesuit Restorative Justice Initiative. 
       In an effort to promote the Brothers’ vocation beyond Lasallian ministries, over the month of March the 
Office of Vocation Ministry spoke with young people at Our Lady of the Lake Parish (Mandeville, LA) and  
Salpointe Catholic High School (Tucson, AZ).  In addition, conversations are taking place with the Diocese of 
San Diego about participating in Diocesan vocation promotion efforts. 
 

Brother Chris Patiño, FSC 
Director, Office of Vocation Ministry 

 



 

 

Prayers&Passages 
 

Requiescat in Pace 
 

Therese Larouche, mother of Brother Edmond Larouche, FSC, January 9, San Pablo, CA.  
Rita Grahmann Zaruba, sister of Brother James Grahmann, January 10, Hallettsville, TX. 
Harold Frank, Former FSC, January 17, USA. 
Brother Samuel Martinez, FSC, February 1, Lafayette, LA. 
Roseanne Noedel, Lasallian Partner, St. Michael’s High School, February 13, Santa Fe, NM. 
Brother David Brennan, FSC, February 15, Napa, CA. 
Pam Legendre, sister of Charles Legendre, AFSC, February 19, Covington, LA. 
Brother Charles Kitson, FSC (DENA), March 11, Napa, CA. 
Brother Christopher Baker, FSC (Midwest), March 16, Tulsa, OK. 
Gerald Palacio, brother of Brother Richard Palacio, FSC, March 23, Santa Barbara, CA.  
Joseph Edward Garcia, brother of Brother Armand Garcia, FSC, March 31, Los Angeles, CA. 
Ginnie Meyers, wife of Lou Meyers, AFSC, April 3, Moraga, CA. 

 

Congratulations 
 

To Lasallian Partners Sarah and Dan Maher, Portland, on the birth of their daughter, Camille Alisan, April 5. 
 

Papal Intentions April - July, 2016 
 

APRIL 
Universal: Small Farmers 
       That small farmers may receive a just reward for their precious labor. 
Evangelization: African Christians 
       That Christians in Africa may give witness to love and faith in Jesus Christ amid political-religious conflicts. 

 

MAY 
Universal: Respect for Women 
       That in every country of the world, women may be honored and respected and that their 
       essential contribution to society may be highly esteemed. 
Evangelization: Holy Rosary 
       That families, communities, and groups may pray the Holy Rosary for evangelization and peace. 

 

JUNE 
Universal: Human Solidarity 
       That the aged, marginalized, and those who have no one may find–even within the huge cities of  
       the world–opportunities for encounter and solidarity. 
Evangelization: Seminarians and Novices 
       That seminarians and men and women entering religious life may have mentors who live the joy  
       of the Gospel and prepare them wisely for their mission. 

 

JULY 

Universal: Indigenous Peoples 
       That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very existence are threatened, will be shown due respect. 
Evangelization: Latin America and the Caribbean 
       That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by means of her mission to the continent,   
       may announce the Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.  



 

 

  PartingShots 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During their District Day gathering on 
March 19 in Santa Fe, a number of the 
Brothers spent lunchtime visiting with 

students and faculty members of  
St. Michael’s High School.  For some,  
it was their first visit, while for others  

it was a return to the place where their 
teaching careers began.  St. Mike’s is  
currently in its 157th year of serving  
the youth of Northern New Mexico. 


