
  

 

 

 

“Procuring God’s Glory from Generation to Generation” 
 

       December 28-30, 20 Brother Delegates gathered at Mont La Salle for the first San Francisco New Orleans 
District Chapter.  The theme for the Chapter was “Procuring God’s Glory from Generation to Generation”, 
reflecting both the vision and the purpose with which the Brothers had charged themselves.  The days of dialogue 
that followed were both rich and challenging, but it was one reoccurring message that may have been the   
Brothers’ best work. 
       The focus of this first Chapter clearly was the ongoing task of creating and guiding a new District, one 
that must discern how best to hold the legacies of the two distinctive and accomplished Districts that came 
before it.  Over three days, what the Brothers increasingly seemed to say to one another was that, in order 
to do this, they not only must take care to not lose themselves by neglecting old stories, but also take care 
to not lose themselves by resisting new ones.  As a District, it is not only the narratives of the past, but also 
those unfolding in the present, that will tell us who we truly are, and our identity will come from faithfully and 
imaginatively stitching the then to the now. 
       What this insight suggests for our District is that, more than ever, all of us must listen to each other’s stories, 
and experience what can happen when we determine to hold and share everyone’s stories as lovingly and 
hopefully as we do our own.  Stories like some that you will find in this newsletter: 
 

 How our high school in New Orleans is using teaching innovations for one generation to honor its teacher 
heroes from another; 

 How the Brothers of our retirement communities continue to find ways to be a vital and inspiring leader-
ship presence to today’s generation of Lasallians;  

 How a new generation of alums in Denver is giving back to its high school’s present and future;  
 How our middle school in Concord is helping to connect generations of Lasallians to the work of embracing 

the foundations of Lasallian education;    
 How our Region’s Brother Novices are writing their chapter of a formation journey that echoes those of 

every generation of Brothers that have come before them. 
 

       In the words of novelist Sue Monk Kidd: “Stories have to be told or they die, and when they die, we 
can’t remember who we are or why we’re here.”  To procure God’s glory from generation to generation,    
we must both draw life from and give life to each other’s stories.  The gathering of our generations around 
the wellspring of our Lasallian adventures can be a place where this can happen. 
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Quarterly Calendar 
 

LEC/LLEC/DLT Meetings 

February 2 | Mont La Salle 

 

Lasallian Renewal Retreat 

February 4-6 | St. Joseph’s Camp 

 

Women’s Called & Chosen Retreat 

February 13-15 | St. Joseph’s Camp 

 

LASSCA Conference 

February 21-24 | San Antonio, TX 

 

LA Religious Ed Conference 

February 25-28 | Los Angeles, CA 

 

LEC/LLEC/DLT Meetings 

March 1-2 | Mont La Salle 

 

Math Teachers Job-Alike 

March 17-19 | St. Joseph’s Camp 

 

Brothers’ District Day 

March 19 | Santa Fe, NM 

 

LEC/LLEC/DLT Meetings 

April 6 | Mont La Salle 

 

Community Directors’ Meeting 

April 8-9 | Mont La Salle 

 

Brothers’ District Days 

April 15-16 | Covington, LA 

April 22-23 | Mont La Salle 

 

Quick Links 
 

Lasallian Family Portal 

Christian Brothers Conference 

District of Eastern North America 

Midwest District 

Francophone Canada District 

Brothers Vocation 

Lasallian Volunteers 

Young Lasallians Facebook 

Bulletin Board  
 

Around the Region 
 
The Institute’s General Council has announced that The Lasallian 
Reflection for the 2015-2016 year is “A Gospel Adventure:   
Confronting New Poverties and the Culture of Commodification.” 
This reflection asks Lasallians to contemplate the parable of the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37) and how that story applies to 
the challenges that face our global community every day.       
Resources will be posted each month on the Christian Brothers 
Conference website. 
 
The latest version of Memento, the Institute directory, is      
available at the Institute website. 
  
Registration for the 2016 Lasallian Association of Secondary 
School Administrators (LASSCA) Conference continues through 
February 1.  The Conference will be held February 21-24 in San 
Antonio, TX. 
 
Registration for returning Brother John Johnston Institute of 
Contemporary Lasallian Practice participants continues for the 
March 3-6 cohort at Russian River.  Deadline is February 1.    
 
The District of Eastern North America’s Year of Mercy resources 
are available on the DENA website. 

 
Pepper-Uppers 

 
If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy friends for her? 
 
The last time I sang in our parish choir, two hundred people 
changed their religion. 
 
You can be on the right track and still get hit by a train. 
 
If you find golf relaxing, you're just not playing it right. 
 
I’ve just left from a political debate.  It’s the only thing to do if you 
ever find yourself at one. 
 
Outside of a dog, books are a person's best friend.  Inside of a 
dog, it's too dark to read. 
 
If I had a dollar for every person who has ever found me        
unattractive, they all now would find me very attractive. 
 
I saw a sign that said, “Watch for joggers” and I thought, that 
sounds like a fair trade. 
 
My dog is so lazy, he won’t chase cars.  He just sits on the 
porch and takes down their license numbers.  
 

http://www.lasalle.org/en/
http://www.lasallian.info/
http://www.fscdena.org/
http://www.cbmidwest.org/WP1/
http://www.delasalle.qc.ca/fr/accueil.asp?pageID=243&l=1
http://www.brothersvocation.org/
http://www.lasallianvolunteers.org/lv2010/
https://www.facebook.com/YoungLasalliansRelan
http://www.lasallian.info/
http://www.lasallian.info/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/resources/publications/memento-2/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/lassca/2016-lassca-conference/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/lassca/2016-lassca-conference/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/johnston/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/johnston/
http://www.fscdena.org/year-of-mercy/
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Communities & Ministries 
 

Archbishop Rummel High School | Metairie, LA 
 
       In coordination with Catholic Community Radio, Archbishop Rummel High School hosted 
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia to the Raider Gym in January for an address on        
religious freedom in the United States.  His talk centered on religious freedom in the writing of 
the Constitution, in past Supreme Court cases, and in what religious freedom means in the 
United States today.  The 600-plus guests, including many present and retired judges, were 
welcomed by Mr. Marc Milano '90, school principal, and treated to an opening prayer and    
introduction by Archbishop Gregory Aymond, Archbishop of New Orleans.  

       Before departing school for the Christmas   
holidays, our faculty gathered at Christian Brothers 
School in City Park for its annual Lasallian re-
treat.  Br. Michael Livaudais, FSC, discussed the 
importance of being a Lasallian educator and the 
ways to best support the students and families that 
are served at Archbishop Rummel.  Fr. Kurt Young, 
'05, celebrated Mass for the group before the lunch 
break.  After lunch, Fr. Dave Caron spoke to the 
faculty and ran a workshop about how to best     
implement the Jubilee Year of Mercy across the 
community that is served by Archbishop Rummel. 

        Prior to the University of Mississippi -Oklahoma 
State Sugar Bowl football game in the Superdome, 

members of the University of Mississippi cheerleader squad practiced for the big game in the 
Raider gymnasium.  They were greeted by the Archbishop Rummel cheerleaders, who 
watched them prepare for the Sugar Bowl.   
       For a senior class that has seen two state 
championships and much success in its seasons as 
part of the Archbishop Rummel football program, the 
2015 season did not end as they had planned.  In a 
hard fought state championship game on December 
4, the Catholic High Bears of Baton Rouge defeated 
the Raiders 31-28 on a game-ending 34 yard field 
goal.  The Raiders were the state’s number one 
ranked team in Class 5A throughout the season. 
       This past Christmas season, our Lasallian 
Youth participated in the annual Angels' Place 
Breakfast with Santa at the Magnolia 
School.  Angels' Place is a non-profit that services 
children with life-threatening illnesses and their 
families.  For the breakfast, students dressed as elves and Santa, and helped distribute gifts 
to the special children.    
 

Mr. Joseph Serio 
Correspondent 

 

Cathedral High School | El Paso, TX 
 

       Our community currently consists of Brothers José Nicolás “Nick” Gonzáles; James N. 

Br. Michael Livaudais presents to the faculty at its 

retreat held at Christian Brothers School. 

Raiders help give a Merry Christmas to the children of 

Angels’ Place at their Breakfast with Santa. 
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Grahmann; Alphonse J. LeBlanc; and Mariano 
Lopez; and two Lasallian Volunteers, Ms. Sheila 
Garcia, who is in her second year here; and Ms.  
Rebecca “Becca” Hulick, who is in her first. We  
also have two students from St. Mary’s College, 
Moraga CA, Miss Maddi Larsen and Miss Meg 
Bergin, who are on a between-semesters service 
project called “Jan Term”.  They arrived on December 
26 and have spent most of their time helping     
students write applications for Gates Millennium 
Scholarships.  
       The two Lasallian Volunteers spent the holi-

days with their families, Becca in Philadelphia and 
Sheila in the Bay area. Sheila has given workshops and retreats for faculty and students and 
other groups, while Becca has joined the Habitat for    Humanity group which will spend a 
week in Corpus Christi TX in March building a home for a poor family. Both joined Lasallian 
Volunteers from all over the country in Amawalk, NY for the LV Midyear Retreat. 
       The community spent a long Saturday in December visiting the New Mexico Spaceport in 
the desert near the city of Truth or Consequences. We are looking forward to seeing the first 
group of tourists making their historic first trip into space later this year.  
       Br. Nick, school president and District Council member, attended the December 28-31 
District Chapter session at Mont La Salle in Napa, where he served both as a delegate and a 
central committee member.  
       Br. Mariano spent the holidays in El Paso working with students on various projects. Two 
of our alumni who are in college attended a vocation discernment weekend at St. Joseph’s 
Camp, CA, and told us about it after they returned. Br. Mariano will accompany four seniors to 
the next one.  
       Br. Al spent the Christmas holidays visiting family in Louisiana and in Mississippi. 
       Br. James in the Hallettsville, TX area; he will return for the burial this week of his younger 
sister Rita, who died at the age of 79. 
 

Brother James Grahmann, FSC 
Correspondent 

 
Christian Brothers School | New Orleans, LA 
 

       December at Christian Brothers School seemed to be over in a blink before the start of 
the Christmas holidays. There was a flurry of activity, including the annual Christmas Social 
and Brother Amedy Wine Tasting; a visit by Star 
Wars' characters at dismissal one day; the Christ-
mas Concert and Pageant; and, on the last day    
before the break, the traditional talent show, faculty 
vs. student volleyball and basketball games, award-
ing of Falcon spirit jackets, and class parties.  
       Each December, Christian Brothers School    
invites parents and Christian Brothers Foundation 
members to its annual Christmas party in the Brothers' 
residence. The parlor areas were transformed with 
decorations, chefs Derek and Sandy Dischner pre-
pared a menu of tasty treats, and guests were also 
able to sample and purchase limited edition bottles 
of Brother Timothy Cabernet Sauvignon to benefit 

The CHS Community visits the New Mexico Spaceport. 

CBS students give their rendition of a “Not-So-Silent 

Night” at the school’s Christmas pageant.  
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scholarships for CBS students.  
       By the end of the fall semester, Christian Brothers School students had collected $9,477 
for the missions!  Recipients of the donations include our twinned Lasallian school, Besrate 
Gabriel School, in Dire Dawa, Ethiopia, as well as other Christian Brothers’ missions and the 
local Holy Childhood Association.   
       With the Star Wars: The Force Awakens movie opening in mid-December, several of the 
film’s characters visited Christian Brothers School at dismissal time to entertain students and 
pose for pictures.  

       The CBS Falcon Band and 5th graders pre-
sented the school’s annual Christmas concert and 
pageant, which featured a performance of “The 
Not So Silent Night” musical skit.  Four 4th graders 
from St. Anthony of Padua School also performed 
with the band for the concert. 
       The CBS Falcon Band also has been practic-
ing its music and marching as it prepares for its 
third appearance in the Krewe of Carrollton Mardi 
Gras parade. The traditional Uptown parade takes 
place on January 31.   
       A number of 7th graders were the recipients 

of the school’s Falcon Spirit Jackets.  Students earn 
credits toward the Spirit jackets through their partici-
pation in extracurricular activities. Awarding the 

jacket was assistant principal Heath Barker. 
       Events that wrapped up the first half of the school year included a school talents show, 
faculty vs. students intramurals, and the traditional homeroom Christmas parties. 
 

Mr. Rick Reso 
Correspondent 

 

De La Salle Academy | Concord, CA 
 

       We are blessed at De La Salle Academy to have the support of so many people in    
helping us fulfill our mission of offering hope to our boys and their families.   
       Of course, students and staff often express their gratitude to the #1 benefactor, Mr. Ken-
neth Hofmann.  Just before Christmas, seventh grader Leo G. wrote (in part): “Thank you for 
believing in us and for giving all of us a chance to get a good education.  If it wasn’t for you I 
would have a hard time getting into De La Salle High School because my family would not be 
able to afford it. Now I have lots of hope and I see 
a bright future for myself. You have inspired me 
and all my brothers at DLSA, Mr. Hofmann.  Merry 
Christmas and God bless you.  Signed, Leo G.” 
      But, there are so many others, too, who help 
us in so many ways!  Students and teachers from 
De La Salle High School are in our building almost 
every day: tutoring, helping with homework,    
mentoring, assisting with recess.  Other Lasallians 
from Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Francisco 
provided funding for our first annual “One School, 
One Book” program in December.  Students and 
staff from SHC purchased several dozen copies 
of the book, Wonder, which were read by all 

St. Anthony of Padua 4th graders performed with the 
Falcon Band for the Christmas concert, here with  

band director Michael Orkus  

Principal Marilyn Paquette (L) and Sacred Heart      
Cathedral’s Julia Rinaldi with DLSA students and    

their copies of  the book, Wonder. 
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DLSA students and their parents.  
       Brothers, staff, and students from St. Mary’s College often assist with special projects.  
We also have a Saint Mary’s College student serving at DLSA during the month of January 
for a Lasallian Service Internship course.  For all of those who help, we are filled with gratitude! 

       As the students at DLSA begin the second  
semester, it is important to note that the percent-
age of boys making the honor roll and having    
perfect attendance is higher than at any point in 
our (brief) history!  Exactly 50% of students have 
received either First or Second Honors, and just 
over 50% of the boys have perfect attendance.     
It is clear that the students here LOVE coming to 
school and nearly all are never or almost never  
absent.  It is a testimony to the amazing work 
done by a dedicated staff of teachers.  
       As the students begin the third quarter, fifth 
grader Antonio D. recently wrote (in part): “Helping 
others is something I’m good at; I also turn my 

homework in on time; I also work very well independently.  To improve during the next quarter 
I need to pay more attention in class and listen to my brothers when they need me.  My big-
gest goal is to get good grades so I can be on the honor roll.” Antonio, like his brothers here 
at DLSA, wants to make his family and our benefactors proud of him and happy that their   
investment is paying off. 
 

Brother Lawrence Goyette, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

De La Salle High School | New Orleans, LA 
 

       At a recent luncheon, De La Salle High School dedicated four classrooms to former     
administrators and faculty.  Interim President, Dr. Myles Seghers ’65, said that the idea had 
originated with the late school President, Dr. Michael Guillot, who had intended to acknowledge 
several long-term teachers by naming classrooms for them.  Then, when Dr. Guillot died    
unexpectedly after a brief illness, the administration chose to include him in the honor. 
       “Since Dr. Guillot was the force behind the establishment of the four newest ‘Classrooms 
of the Future’ which have been completely redesigned and outfitted with the most modern 
equipment,” Dr. Seghers said, “we felt the first room, the Collaboration Room, should be 
named for him.” 
       The first of the other three honored former faculty included former President William 
Hebert, with the William J. Hebert, AFSC, Critical 
Thinking Room; former English and Humanities 
teacher Donald Stabiler, with the Donald J. Stabiler, 
AFSC, Communications Studio; and former    
English teacher and yearbook moderator Kathleen 
Calder, with the Kathleen M. Calder, AFSC,    
Publications Center.   
       Under the direction of Band Director Duncan 
Pray, the De La Salle Marching Band earned 
“Superior” and “Excellent” ratings in two competi-
tions.  At the Morgan City Tiger Classic Marching 
Festival, the Percussion section received a 1st 
place/Superior rating, and the Drum Major and 

Parent attendance at school events is always high. Here, 
students and families at our last Awards Luncheon. 

The award-winning De La Salle High School            

2015-2016 Marching Band. 
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Band each received 2nd/Excellent ratings.  In the District VI Louisiana Music Educators      
Association Marching Assessment, Drum Major Jenna Vidrine earned a 1st/Superior rating, 
and the Percussion section and the Band each received 2nd/Excellent ratings.  The Band 
was back home in time to perform in the school’s annual Christmas concert, where it was 
joined by our new and growing String Orchestra.  
       For several years, De La Salle has decorated a tree in City Park’s “Celebration in the 
Oaks,” and this year, the Parents’ Club members were charged with doing so again.  Several 
students and volunteer parents met after school to make the ornaments for the tree.  At the 
students’ suggestion, “De La Salle:  Cavs on the Ave” was chosen as the theme.  According 
to committee chair Mimi Thomassie, “It took us about three hours to decorate.  We loved the 
tree so much that we used similar but ‘stepped up’ ornaments for the school’s lobby       
Christmas tree.” 
       Recently recognized with a certificate from the Council of Catholic School Co-Operative 
Clubs (CCSCC) for their work, the De La Salle Parents’ Club participated in the CCSCC 
“Clothe A Child” program.  The “Clothe A Child” program is expected to clothe more than 250 
children this year with donations from the local Catholic schools in the Archdiocese.  CCSCC, 
in conjunction with Catholic Charities, chose the needy children from the area. 
       Led by math teacher by Peggy St. John, De 
La Salle students, faculty, administration, and  
parents participated in the “NOPD Sweet Friday” 
event, which donates home-baked cookies, 
cakes, and brownies to members of the New    
Orleans Police Department.  The event, which 
was started after Hurricane Katrina, included 16 
local schools as participants this year.  It was the 
fourth year De La Salle participated in the event. 
       Seven outstanding former Cavalier coaches 
and athletes recently were inducted into the 17th 
class of the De La Salle Sports Hall of Fame.  The 
inductees are football and track coach James 
Hanley; basketball player Dr. Edward “Don” Donaldson, ’61; baseball player Victor “Vic”    
Bonnaffee ’63; three-sport athlete the late William Grafton, Jr., ’65; wrestler Douglas “Doug” 
Heintz ’67; two-sport athlete Dr. Edward “Ward” Pitard ’72; and three-sport athlete Robert 
Dinkins ’75. 
 

Ms. Kathleen Calder, AFSC 
Correspondent 

 

Centro de Formación Integral La Salle | Tijuana, BC, México 
 

Tijuana 
The Westernmost Continental City in Latin America 

 
September 2015 
       The first phase of our educational center's renovation plan is the demolition of an unused 
house in front of the Ven-a-Ver residence.  La Casa Lechuga has not been in use for many 
years and became a focus of vandalism.  In mid-September, the demolition began. Hot 
weather and jack hammer noise made teaching qualify for the Perfect-Joy of Saint Francis 
Award. Plans are being drawn up with various proposals for the usage of the available space.     
       After 13 years of faithful service, I had retired my iMac and upgraded to a newer version.  
When the tech opened my old one to transfer my archives, he was amazed that it was still working.   
       Brother Andrés Porras, from the District of North Mexico, is participating in The Fratelli 

Members of the De La Salle family pose with               

New Orleans police officers on “NOPD Sweet Friday”. 
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Project in Lebanon. This project is a cooperative effort between the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools and Marist Brothers. 
       Tijuana has pleasant Mediterranean-like weather, with an average temperature of 70   
degrees Fahrenheit. Tijuana has never been hit by a hurricane, cyclone, tsunami or tornado.  
We have over 200 sunny days a years to enjoy our 8. 69 miles of beaches.  It is interesting to 
note that hot weather continued all through the month of September and into October this year. 
 
October 2015 
       Our two Lasallian volunteers and I spent an enjoyable Sunday afternoon at 
“Entijuanarte”. This annual event features local, national and international artists in the       
Tijuana Cultural Center.  Also, the relics of Mother Theresa of Calcuta visited various parishes 
in the Archdiocese of Tijuana.   
       The third weekend of this month was a flurry of activity for the community.  Susie, our 
Lasallian Volunteer from Chihuahua, celebrated her 24th birthday. Brother Lorenzo Kipper 
from Ciudad Obregón animated a retreat for our faculty.  The theme was on the mercy and 
compasion that Pope Francisco has declared as the Church focus for a year beginning on the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  Brothers Gabriel (Visitor) and Gerardo (Finance)       
arrived, as well as Brothers Donald (Visitor) and his trusted translator, Michael Ávila, for the 
joint Districts’ canonical visit. 
       We dedicated a classroom in honor of the late Armando Garcia and his surviving wife, 
Elvira Rincón, for their years of dedicated service as members of the Patronato.  They have 
been active since the foundation of the center. 
      The District of North Mexico property lawyer from Monterrey spent a day in Tijuana       
negotiating with the Mexican IRS regarding our petition to declare our center a Donatario.  
This means a not-for-profit  status will allow us to seek donations tax free.  It also would allow 
us to renegotiate water, electric and property tax rates.  We are about 90% there.   
       Our Patronato sponsored the annual Noche Bohemia, on the 24th.  The school’s court-
yard was full of students, teachers and families enjoying an evening of good music, food and 
friendship.  The warm autumn weather made for a perfect evening.  
       A former student who works in preventative medicine in the Social Security Clinic #7 
spent a morning administering flu shots.  Between morning classes I was vaccinated.   
       The month ended with Ernesto, Juan Ignacio, Susie y Aide traveling to Hermosillo to  
participate in the Fall regional gathering.  I remained in Tijuana to teach my Friday and      
Saturday classes, keep an eye on our educational center and sample a couple of new eateries  
in town. Some friends joined me for Sunday Mass at Monte Tabor, a Trinitarians of Mary-
Monastery. We then headed to Popotla on the coast for fresh grilled fish. 
       The urban agglomeration of the cities of Tijuana and San Diego make up a single metro-
politan area, comprised of San Diego County, California and the cities of Tijuana, Playas de 
Rosarito, and Tecate, Baja California.  There are eighteen cities incorporated into San Diego 
County: Carlsbad, Chula Vista, Coronado, Del Mar, El Cajón, Encinitas, Escondido, Imperial 
Beach, La Mesa, Lemon Grove, National City, Oceanside, Poway, San Diego, San Marcos, 
Santee, Solana Beach and Vista. 
     The border that divides Tijuana-San Diego has not impeded the high degree of economic, 
cultural, social academic and familiar interaction that occurs daily in the region. The popula-
tion of this region is estimated at over 5 million, making it the largest binational metropolitan 
area along the boarder of both countries.  The proximity between the two countries has      
necessitated the need to coordinate frequencies and share TV and radio channel wave 
bands, so there is close coordination of frequencies.  Neighboring radio stations have         
established their transmitting antennas in Tijuana, where they broadcast their programming 
throughout the binational region. 
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November 2015 
       We had a holiday on the 2nd for the Day of the Dead. Altars in honor of deceased family and 
friends dotted the city. I went to visit the altars in the Mercado Miguel Hidalgo and the Tijuana 
Cultural Center.   
       Brother David García, vocations and volunteers director, spent a couple of days with us 
visiting our two volunteers.  A former Lasallian Volunteer, Gabriela Corral, spent a weekend 
with us. From the 13th until the 16th, El Buen Fin, the Mexican version of Black Friday, capti-
vated the city. This event kicks off the Christmas Season.  We participated by putting up our 
community tree.   
       On the 20th, Brother Ernesto celebrated his 84th birthday. The night before, members of 
the Patronato hosted a birthday pot luck and the next morning we went for breakfast at 
Sanborns after Mass.    
       On Saturday afternoon the 28th our choir presented their annual Christmas concert.  In 
addition we held a Posada and Pastorela. The Posada remembers the journey of Joseph and 
Mary to Belen looking for a place to stay. The Pastorela is a comic version of Joseph and 
Mary’s search for lodging.  Usually, one or more devils try to obstruct the couple’s attempt to 
arrive in Belen. 
 
December 2015 
       We celebrated the end of the academic period with our Fiesta Day on December 5th.  
The morning began with the awarding of 100-hour diplomas, a festive Mass animated by our 
Choir and then non-stop student presentations: music, song, dance and exercise routines un-
til late in the afternoon. One of our students made her First Comunion during the Mass.  The 
next morning we went to Tecate for the Second Sunday of Advent Mass and lunch in the 
town square.  
       Patti and Gabriel Carpio hosted the annual Patronato Christmas Dinner.  The evening 
included prayer, sharing, gift exchange and great food and conversation.  The community 
gave members of the Patronato a six-pack of different artisan beers made in Baja California.       
       The municipal government sent a serious work crew to fix the crater-size pot holes in 
front of our house.  Medical tourism has brought huge financial benefits to our state of Baja 
California.  It is estimated that 250 million dollars was spent on medical services. Plastic sur-
gery and dental services are on the top of the medical tourism list.  
       The community moved in many directions during the vacation period: Juan Ignacio and 
Ernesto to Guadalajara and then onto San Juan de los Lagos for retreat; and our volunteers 
to Matamorros and Chihuahua for family visits. I spent a few quiet days working on continuing 
and new classes and then onto Stockton and San Jose for Christmas.  
       A chicken war was broken out in Tijuana between rival chains.  We have El Pollo Asil 
(Noble Chicken), El Pollo Loco (Crazy Chicken), El Pollo Feliz (Happy Chicken) and El Rey 
del Pollo (The King of Chicken) franchises all over town. And yes, KFC is here also.  
       We went to New Year’s Eve Mass and then headed home for a light dinner and the     
eating of the 12 grapes.  For each grape we offered an intention for the upcoming year. 
       Cross Border Xpress (CBX), also referred to as the Tijuana Cross-border Terminal and 
the Puerta de las Californias, is an airport terminal located in San Diego, CA, with an access 
bridge connecting it to the Tijuana International Airport in Tijuana, Baja California, Mexico. It 
opened on December 9, 2015. It is the world's first true binational airport passenger terminal. 
Unlike the EuroAirport Basel–Mulhouse–Freiburg, which is entirely in France (although jointly 
administered with Switzerland), this terminal is physically located in the United States while 
serving the Tijuana airport. A pedestrian bridge spans the United States–Mexico border,   
connecting passenger terminals between the two countries. The terminal, in the Otay Mesa 
neighborhood of San Diego, allows passengers to check in on the U.S. side of the border, 
cross a 390 feet (120 m) pedestrian/passenger bridge, and catch their flights at the Tijuana 
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International Airport. Similarly, passengers arriving in Tijuana are able to cross the pedestrian/ 
passenger bridge into the Otay Mesa passenger terminal, clear U.S. passport controls and 
U.S. Customs, and exit on the U.S. side. 
 

Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Hilary House Community | Santa Fe, NM 
 

       The Hilary House Community of Br. Don Mouton, Br. Jim Brown, and Br. Ron Bartusiak 
continues to explore ways to better the practice of its Community Annual Program.  One part 
of this is to continue to join the Brothers at the St. Michael's High School Community for 
Thursday dinner and for other occasions. 
       The Community enjoyed a very pleasant and productive visit in October from Br. Donald 
Johanson, Visitor. 
       Br. Don Mouton attended the District Chapter December 28-31 and also the District 
Council meeting on January 11. At present, he is gearing up for the Spring Semester with two 
classes at Santa Fe University of Art & Design and one at Lewis University in Albuquerque. 
       Besides relaxation, bookkeeping for both the Community and the SMHS Community kept 
Br. Jim Brown busy during the holidays.  He also continues his volunteer Campus Ministry 
work at Santa Fe Community College for the Spring Semester. 
       While Br. Ron Bartusiak was able to relax a bit during the holidays, his Physical Plant 
work at Santa Fe University kept him quite busy as well. 
       All of us look forward to the District Day to be held in Santa Fe. 
 

Brother Jim Brown, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Holy Family Community | Napa, CA 
 

       Brother John O’Neill of the Provincialate Community was a patient in our Holy Family 
Community from September 18 until November 28 while recuperating from a strained back 
caused by his carrying heavy pails of water to the plants and trees. 
       Brother George Van Grieken participated in the Lasallian Research Symposium at Saint 
Mary’s University, Minneapolis, in late September. There were 123 participants from around 
the world. The keynote address was given by Superior General Brother Robert Schieler in 
which he called for an effort to make St. John Baptist de La Salle known throughout the      
educational community as we look forward to the 300th anniversary of his death in 2019. The 
other keynote address was by a professor from Bethlehem University, on human genetics. 
       There were breakout sessions on a wide variety of topics – all related to one of the     
specific Lasallian Research goals. Lots of networking was going on – with participants ex-
changing information, personal history, and shared research interests.  The symposium gave 
everyone a deeper understanding of the larger Lasallian world and Lasallian mission. 
       Father Hao Dinh from St. Martin Church in Sunnyvale made a three-day private Retreat 
at Mont La Salle in early October. He joined our community for Mass and chapel Offices, and 
for meals. The morning before he left after Mass, he thanked the community for their         
hospitality, and gave each Brother a beautiful card of the Holy Family with the “Prayer to the 
Holy Family” by Pope Francis (2013). 
       Bill and Tasha Alston, friends of Brother Ronald Roggenback, helped him put up a variety 
of spooky Halloween figures and decorations around the house. 
       In our chapel the louvered blinds on the windows have been replaced by white shades on 
rollers. A great improvement. Easier on the eyes. 
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       Patricia May’s small black poodle mix, “Toby,” suffering from a variety of illnesses, had to 
be put down. Patricia then got a replacement: an all-white Maltese poodle puppy named 
“Angelo.” Tiny. Cute. He and “Guido” get along very well, although the older Guido sometimes 
gets overwhelmed by Angelo’s youthful enthusiasm. 
       A flock of youngsters from St. John’s Catholic School in Napa – from preschool, kindergarten, 
and first grade – made their Halloween “trick or treat” visit to the Holy Family Community on 
Friday morning, the 30th. Accompanied by several teachers and parents, the children were in 
an amazing variety of costumes. They were welcomed into our community room where the 
Brothers gave them generous handfuls of candy. Then the children sang for us and Scott 
Smetzer, our Activities Director, led them in a game of picture bingo. Their next visit was over 
at De La Salle Institute. 
       Brother De Sales Benning, from Cathedral High School, joined us at the Holy Family 
Community on November 8, while he is addressing his health needs. 
       Brother William Carriere was with us for four days before to after Thanksgiving. 
       Thanksgiving morning, the Provincialate Community and ours joined at Mass in the main 
chapel. Then at 12:30 pm, they were our guests for a social, followed by a superb dinner at 
beautifully decorated tables. 
       Brother George Van Grieken participated in a faculty workshop at De La Salle North 
Catholic in Portland in early December, as they addressed various elements of Lasallian 
Catholic identity. 
       On December 5, Brother Martin Ash from Saint Mary’s College, Moraga, came to our 
community to recuperate from a medical condition. 
       Brother Ronald Roggenback, with friends Bill Alston and Mirek Woznica, spent many 
hours decorating the house for Christmas. 
       On Monday, December 21, the Vietnamese Brothers and Sisters from San Jose made 
their annual Christmas visit to our Holy Family Community. They joined us for a social during 
which they presented each of us with a beautifully-wrapped gift of assorted chocolates and 
candies. Then after having lunch with us, they were on their way back to San Jose. 
       The next day, Jennifer Smetzer, wife of our Activities Director, Scott, led us in a Christmas 
sing-along in the afternoon in our community room. She directed from the keyboard. We all 
had printed pages of the carols. Cups of hot cider helped keep our throats moist. 
       At a community meeting on January 6, Brother George Van Grieken gave us an overview 
of the just-completed first session of the District Chapter. He shared with us the schedule, the 
results, and different experiences that were part of this first session. He also showed several 
of the videos that were especially created for the Chapter. These were very inspiring. The 
second session of the Chapter will be held next December. 
 

Brother Conrad Kearney, FSC  
Correspondent  

 

Les Amis des Frères  
 

       Our annual Russian River retreat gathering will be June 27-July 4, 2016, at St. Joseph’s 
Camp, Duncans Mills, California.  We welcome all our members to come to the camp for the 
week or for as many days as you can.  We also invite Brothers to renew old friendships by 
joining us for lunch or dinner. 
       Les Amis des Frères (“Friends of the Brothers”) is a group whose members are Christian 
Brothers, former Brothers and their families, and our friends and supporters. We informally 
describe ourselves as “Mont La Salle alumni” (juniorate, novitiate, or both).  
       In addition to our annual gathering at the camp, we also have an annual picnic each  
summer at Mont La Salle.  In recent years the picnic has been on a Sunday starting with 
mass in the main chapel at 11 a.m. celebrated by one of our members, followed by the picnic 
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in the grove and a silent auction of California, Oregon, and Washington wines.   
       Last year, we also were given a tour of the former novitiate buildings, and we always take 
time to visit our former teachers and confreres who are in residence at the Holy Family Community. 
       Les Amis des Freres is administered by a committee consisting of Joe Sperske, Bradley 
Francis and Michael Tscheekar.  Membership is free; there are no dues. 
       We maintain contact with each other throughout the year through our group page on    
Facebook. This is a private Facebook group: new members are approved by the administrators.  
We also maintain a mailing list for members who are not on Facebook, and we periodically 
send out news of our group. 
       The Facebook group page is administered by Dino Ghilarducci and Robert Leppert. New 
members are invited to peruse the many photo albums by clicking on the link below the page 
photo. We encourage all members to post comments and photos. 
       We have more than a hundred members and we welcome new members. Our members 
support the work of the Brothers by donations to the Lasallian Christian Brothers Education 
Foundation, to the La Sallian Volunteers, and to De La Salle Academy, a San Miguel-model 
school in Concord, California. 
       Contact information: Michael Tscheekar at misha@sbceo.org or at 805-937-0084. More 
information about the Russian River encampment will be available later in the spring.  The 
2016 Mont La Salle picnic date will be announced as soon as it is set.  To join our Facebook 
page, email Dino Ghilarducci at the_dino@yahoo.com or contact him on Facebook. 
 

Mr. Michael Tscheekar 
Correspondent 

 

Mullen High School | Denver, CO 
 

       Our young alumni event, WHAG - “What Happens After Graduation” - took place on the 
Mullen campus on January 7. The panel presentation was co-sponsored by Mullen’s College 
Counseling Office and the Alumni and Development Department.  

       The audience of seniors, faculty-staff and ad-
ministration listened to words of wisdom shared by 
Mullen alumni who are presently tackling the rigors 
of college life. Our head of College Counseling, 
Stephanie Santillo, posed questions to the graduates.   
       Frannie Krupp ’15 (Regis University) and 
Ryan Manning ‘15 (Colorado School of Mines) 
spoke of the challenges of balancing college     
athletics alongside schoolwork and time manage-
ment. Maya Rosengarten ‘15 (The Catholic       
University of America) and Brynna Goulding ’12 
(Marquette University) discussed the benefits of 
attending a Catholic school in an urban setting. 
Along with Marc Sallinger ’13 (University of South-

ern California), Brynna spoke to the importance of networking and seeking out internship    
opportunities while embracing a liberal arts education. Marc agreed that making connections 
and getting to know people in your chosen field is often as important as what one might learn 
in a college classroom. Vince DeBartolomeis ’15 (Seton Hall University) advanced following 
your passion and for attending school at an out-of state college. Maria Jacobs ’15 (University 
of Colorado at Boulder) shared her feelings on the benefits of staying close to home and    
attending a large state university.  
       Audience members took turns asking the panel questions on myriad topics ranging from 
roommate advice to healthy eating and exercise tips. All panel members agreed that it was 

Mullen’s “What Happens After Graduation” panel of 

alums loses with Carl Unrein, president. 
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critical to find balance in all activates and that a positive outlook mixed with faith and drive 
were all essential to collegiate success and personal well-being. Afterward, the panelists 
stayed and chatted with their former teachers at a post -presentation buffet.  
       As for the event’s value, senior Sloane Perry remarked, “It is so helpful to learn from the 
experience of our alumni.  I’ll be in their shoes in less than a year and I will definitely take to 
heart what I heard today.” Several teachers talked about the joy that they felt seeing their for-
mer charges. Spanish teacher Sheri DeHaan shared, “Times like these remind us all that the 
family dynamic is real at Mullen High School. Not only was this beneficial for our students, but 
having time to connect with these outstanding young people was really a pleasure for our 
staff.”  
       All those in attendance proclaimed the event to be both fun and worthwhile. Next January 
will mark Mullen’s third annual WHAG gathering. It can be said with confidence that, with the 
involvement and example of our high achieving alumni, Mullen’s future is very bright. 
 

Sean Keefe 
Correspondent      

 

Novitiate Community | Chicago, IL  
 

       This is our first time sending in an update, so it 
will be a little introductory. The Novitiate for the 
Lasallian Region of North America (RELAN) is lo-
cated in Chicago, IL. We have eight community 
members: two professed Brothers from the Mid-
west District (MW), one professed Brother from the 
San Francisco New Orleans District (SFNO), three 
novices from the MW District, and two novices 
from the SFNO District. Br Tom Johnson, FSC, is 
our Novitiate Director. Prior to this he was Vicar 
General of the Institute. Br Tom Westberg, FSC, is 
our Sub-Director. He was previously Director of the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Community in San     
Francisco. Brother Dennis Galvin, FSC, also lives 

with us, and primarily works at Lewis University and the MW District Office. The MW novices 
include Brs. Ryan Anderson from Minnesota, Jonathan Emanuelson from Illinois, and Michael 
Phipps from Washington. The SFNO novices are Brs. Javier Hansen and Joey Wright, both 
from California. 
       Our official start date was on August 1, 2015 and our anticipated end-date is July 16, 
2016. The Novitiate has been an excellent opportunity to grow individually in the vocation of a 
De La Salle Christian Brother. We have had numerous sessions on spirituality, psychology, 
and Lasallian topics. Our long-term goal is to take all that we have learned and integrate it 
with our lived reality as vowed Christian Brothers in the near future. We are continually       
discerning where God is present in our lives. The schedule of the Novitiate provides great 
flexibility for practice and application of these spiritual goals. 
       The house in which we reside is located in a Chicago neighborhood known as Hyde 
Park. We are about 15 minutes from downtown. This neighborhood is famous for hosting the 
World’s Fair of 1893 and for being the home of the University of Chicago. More recently, this 
was where President Barak Obama lived as US Senator. We are about two blocks away from 
his house. This is also the location of the Catholic Theological Union, a consortium of different 
religious orders who run a university for graduate theological degrees. Because of this, there 
are an innumerable amount of religious houses in the neighborhood. One is always learning 
of a different religious congregation that lives here in Hyde Park. 

RELAN’s Novices under the watchful eye of their     

Sub-Director, Br. Thomaxs Westberg. 
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       Some of the things we do as a daily routine consist of morning prayer at 7:00 a.m.; mass 
at the local parish at 8:30 a.m.; house chores from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m.; conference on a topic 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; quiet time for prayer and spiritual growth from 1:00 to 2:30 
p.m.; additional time for projects and exercise; evening prayer at 5:30 p.m.; and dinner at 6:00 p.m.  
       On Tuesdays we participate in the Inter-Community Novitiate (ICN) program. Here we 
meet with sixty other novices from twelve different congregations and usually listen to speak-
ers on various topics. This has been an excellent program in that we have been able to re-
ceive a caliber of speakers no single Novitiate could provide by itself. Also, we are forming 
bonds with many different Religious with whom we will inevitably be involved in the future.  
       On Wednesdays we have been volunteering at the local San Miguel School. We have 
been helping the students read various books they have chosen to read. Every day at San 
Miguel, each grade level has designated reading time for students to read books at their 
measured comprehension level. This is the one-year in a Brother’s life where apostolic      
service is not a central element of his daily experience. However, as a way to maintain a    
familiarity with working with students, this experience has been very rewarding.  
       We also have been responsible for all the 
cooking in the house. Each member of the com-
munity is assigned to cook one day, Monday 
through Friday, on an eight-day rotation.  Also, a 
pair is designated to do the cleanup after dinner. 
Our cooking experience is preparing us for the 
future reality that more and more communities will 
not have their own chef. One of our very first clas-
ses in the Novitiate was on food preparation and 
etiquette. 
       As of now, we are re-assimilating to our 
schedule here after our Christmas home-visits. 
Our ICN program does not begin until February. 
The weather outside is indeed “frightful.” Much 
more snow and freezing temperatures are immi-
nent. The Novices will shortly be writing letters to their respective districts for a request for 
vows, anticipating profession of first vows shortly after the Novitiate ends. We look forward to 
updating you all again when the next opportunity arises. 
 

Brother Javier Hansen, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Provincialate Community | Napa, CA 
 

       December was filled with all of the many ways to celebrate the Lord’s Coming.  We had 
the traditional “real tree” in our living room, wonderfully decorated by the community and    
several crib scenes throughout the community quarters and the chapel. The Provincialate 
community hosted all those working for DLSI in our living room and it was wonderful to have a 
large turnout of all connected to us: DLSI office personnel, kitchen staff, maintenance and 
grounds personnel.  
       We also had the Mass at night on the 24th, will a full chapel augmented by those who 
came up from Napa to celebrate with us and stay for refreshments afterwards. The choir, led 
by our Sunday organist who is the music director of the Seventh Day Adventist College   
nearby, was much appreciated by all. 
       Prior to Christmas day, we had a number of special community gatherings and meals to 
celebrate the feast; then several members went to family celebrations on Christmas day itself.  
       The District Chapter took up most of the days after Christmas and seemed to be well   

(L-R) Brothers Joseph Wright, Thomas Westberg, and 

Javier Hansen experiencing the Chicago winter. 
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appreciated by the delegates in light of propositions passed. There were several Observers: 
Brothers Peter Tripp, who was taking time from his work with Christian Brothers Services; 
Patrick Moore, who was in the District for his annual vacation from Great Britain; and Joseph 
Wright, who was in the District from the novitiate. Their contributions to the committees were 
appreciated.  All members look forward to the Mission Assembly in June and then the next 
session of the Chapter in December, 2016. As it is the first District Chapter and Assembly of 
our new District, there will be much to get done.  
       As mentioned above, Br. Patrick Moore spent time with the community prior to Christmas, 
went to Utah to be with family for Christmas, and then returned for a genuine break till Janu-
ary 8. We enjoyed his company and stories of his fascinating work with the Anglican Church 
in Salisbury, Great Britain.  
       The Provincialate community members carry on with a variety of involvements and minis-
tries. Brothers Donald Johanson and James Joost are quite busy with travel to various parts 
of the District for both administrative and pastoral engagements. They look forward to some-
thing of a break when they can return to Napa, but there are many things to do when here as 
well. The District Chapter was a major project for both of them and we appreciate their      
dedication and efforts.  
       Br. Stanislaus Campbell is kept quite busy with the duties of Director and his many other 
involvements in Regional projects for liturgy and the on-site work of liturgy for the main chapel 
on Sundays. Br. John O’Neil is recovering wonderfully from the serious back problems he has 
had for several months and which curtailed a great deal of his community involvement. But he 
is healing well and we continue to pray for a full recovery. Br. Armando Garcia continues his 
involvements with the Latino community in Napa, but he had to officially retire as he is now 
into his 80’s. However, he takes on speaking engagements and guest appearances at      
classes as well as keeps up with the civic involvements of former students.  Br. Richard    
Moratto keeps up his regular schedule of spiritual direction, counseling and presentations for 
the RCIA program at a local parish. 
       Br. Kevin Slate is engaged both in the Development Office of Justin Siena High School, 
our Lasallian school in Napa, and in his commitment as a staff member of the District         
Vocation Team. The work at Justin Siena is much appreciated by all as he is the only Brother 
involved in the school.  The latter work in fostering vocations is under the direction of Br. Chris 
Patino and covers quite a range of programs. We all pray earnestly for the young men in our 
contact and aspirant programs, as well the novices and young Brothers in temporary profes-
sion.  Yours truly continues involvement in the Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation for 
scholarships and the care of the Brothers.  We are satisfied with the progress being made but 
there is also a long way to go before adequately responding to the needs.  I am also most 
grateful for the prayers and concerns expressed for my on-going treatments for lymphoma. 
The progress is quite good and the doctors’ are confident of a full remission.  
       We keep all the communities and ministries in our prayers and look forward to the next 
steps as we shape and form our new District. 
 

Brother Mark Murphy, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Nicholas’ Hospital | Salisbury, England  
 

       Before term began in October, I accompanied Brother David Scarpa, District Archivist, to 
the annual conference of the Society of Catholic Archives at the Benedictine Abbey of Douai.  
The monks are celebrating the 400th year of their founding; we were able to join in the       
monastic offices and visit several exhibitions in the Abbey.  The most notable consisted of  
rare vestments made in the l7th century during the days when Catholic Mass was illegal.  But 
for me, the highlight of the week was the opportunity to spend time with a rare l5th century 
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French illuminated Book of Hours in the archives of the University of Reading.  Since the 
book has been closed for most of the last 600 years the gold and colored decorations and  
illustrations were as luminous as they were when first painted. 
       In addition to lecturing on mediaeval religious orders this last term, I also acted as a    
theological consultant for a gathering of Church of England clergy from throughout the    
country.  I was also able to participate in the annual conference of Monastic Musicians, which 
was held at our college this year.  Most of the Benedictine abbeys of men were represented, 
as well as the cloistered nuns from contemplative communities. 
       The ecumenical highlight of the term, however, was an invitation to participate in a     
special gathering to honor the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew I, Archbishop of           
Constantinople.  He was in England to confer with the Archbishop of Canterbury the day after 
our meeting.  He was most impressive and it was heartening to see how the Pope, the    
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Ecumenical Patriarch are working together. 
       In November, I helped to sponsor and lecture at an academic conference on the l7th  
century poet Thomas Traherne.  I left for California in early December and have been enjoying the 
warm hospitality of the delegates to the first District Chapter and of the Provincialate Community.      
 

Brother Patrick Moore, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Mary’s College Brothers’ Community | Moraga, CA 
 

       Brother Glen Bolton spent his Sabbatical time in the Fall semester interfacing with the 
Brothers from Hong Kong, Singapore, and Greece.  By December he was back in the United 
States for a meeting with the national Law School Admissions Council in Orlando, Florida.  
On his way home to Moraga he stopped in Southern California to honor an invitation from 
Trustee Brian Stevens, KSG, who celebrated Christmas with friends and business associates 
at his home in Beverly  Hills. He felt privileged to be wearing a Brothers’ white robe while in 
Asia, where he enjoyed celebrating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Brothers newest school in 
Hong Kong and then participated in a retreat for senior students at the Brothers oldest school, 
St. Joseph High School, as well as participate in a senior award ceremony for Catholic stu-
dents.  He then went to Singapore to admire the large Brothers’ school in that city.  About 
25% of the student body declare themselves Catholics.  The other students either have no 
religion or declare themselves as atheists.  He later found himself in Greece during a difficult 
time.  The Greek citizens were upset with the government over its management of funds.  Se-
curity was tight, but Brother Glenn was able to visit the Acropolis.  He is back to work in Mora-
ga, holding frosh and sophomore classes on graduate school planning.  
       Brother Christopher Donnelly, the official volunteer Huntington Lake Fire Chief, hosted 
Christmas vacation camp for 38 Vietnamese faculty and student body members from San Jo-
se at Camp La Salle at Huntington in the high Sierras.  It was considered fun for several days 
in the snow.  Brother Phong was a wonderful director of the group and Brother Chris hosted 
in his usual cheerful manner.  At Saint Mary’s he is charged with remodeling the former cen-
tral heating plant into faculty offices for the Economics and Business Administration faculty so 
that faculty can be on campus to meet with students.  Presently they are occupying space in 
a facility about a half-mile away, which is not conducive to student-faculty interchange.  A new 
College printing office will also occupy space in the former heating plant, as will the Receiving 
dock for deliveries from UPS, Fed X and other carriers.  Brother Chris is presently designing a 
system to provide electricity to electric automobiles and finding on-campus space for the con-
struction of new residence halls for students.  He is also team teaching a January term semi-
nar in the Education Department on Lasallian teaching techniques.  As Fire Chief at Hunting-
ton Lake, he is investing a quarter million dollars in the fire department replacement fund. 
Over the Christmas Holidays, there were several exciting traffic accidents on high Sierra 
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roads with two injuries.  Snow, rain, curves and steep grades can be hazardous.  Otherwise, 
life in the mountains has been slow. 
       Brother Martin Yribarren, musician, organist and avant garde chef, has been exercising 
his talents with preparing music for Brother Dominic Berardelli’s 60th Anniversary as a Chris-
tian Brother and music for the Christmas Mass in the College Chapel, at which there was a 
full house. (The Christmas collection totaled approximately $3,750 for student financial aid.)  
He also created  music to a psalm for the new District Chapter.  Of course, he taught classes 
in the Fall semester, managed to attend the 50th anniversary of his graduating class in Fres-
no, went on a community outing to the snow in Reno, Nevada, by train, and cooked French 
tarts and Bouillabaisse for Christmas in the community for those who had no plans for Christ-
mas day.  He went to Los Angeles, stayed with the Brothers at Cathedral (in their newly reno-
vated community house—positive report!) and was delighted to meet his first grand-niece with 
members of his family.   
       Brother L. Raphael Patton continues to march through retirement, survived the Novem-
ber 22 Canonical visit and enjoys occasional lunches with friends and colleagues.  He cele-
brated a quiet Pre-Thanksgiving Day with the community and the day itself with his nephew in 
Danville.  He was summoned to Jury Duty, endured a boring day at the Pittsburg Courthouse 
before being dismissed, cast his vote at a special meeting of the College Corporation meeting 
on December 4, and enjoyed an Integral Program Christmas concert of fine music on Decem-
ber 9.  On December 15, he joined three community members for a train trip over Donner 
Pass to Reno for several days of R and R, including making some donations to the hotel en-
tertainment center.  He participated in the grand Christmas Vigil Mass by reading from the 
Vigil Preface and delivered a thoughtful homily, loudly enough to be heard by all.  He then en-
joyed the reception and dinner, which was followed by the annual Yule Log ceremony.  Since 
the District Ordo was published in a timely manner, it occasioned a great relaxation period for 
the next few months.   
        Brother Thomas Jones, Director, has numerous relatives in diverse places, which re-
quires his devotional self to be present for family visits such as his uncle’s 82nd birthday, two 
trips to Fresno for family affairs (one a funeral) and regular trips to Napa where his mother re-
sides.  He is also chairman of the Queen of the Valley Hospital Committee on Clinical Quality 
Care and serves on the SMC Board of Trustees.  He hosted several of the Brothers from oth-
er communities for the annual community Christmas Party, which they seemed to enjoy. 
       Brother Martin Ash suffered some serious problems with his foot and leg, which necessi-
tated several weeks of visiting doctors and securing walking assistance at Mont La Salle.  Re-
ports are that considerable improvement has been made and is thankfully welcome.  Brother 
Martin is normally involved in alumni organizations and events for the College and hopes to 
resume his activities.   
        Father Thomas McElligott, who graciously serves as the Brothers’ chaplain along with 
his work in the theology department of the College (he holds his doctorate in Christian Spiritu-
ality from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley,) is on his thirteenth annual travel 
course to the Emerald Island with 24 Saint Mary’s College students January 4-29.  He is be-
ing assisted by Professor Rosemary Graham of the English Department. 
       Brother Kenneth Cardwell will be teaching a course in Rhetoric and Poetics for the Inte-
gral Program and the Capstone Course for seniors in the Collegiate Seminar program.  He 
continues to serve on the Collegiate Seminar Governing Board, the Diversity Task Force and 
the Integral Alumni Council, and assists the Campus Mission and Ministry in training lectors 
for liturgical services and as a sponsor in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.   He also 
served as a search committee member for the selection of a new manager for the Collegiate 
Seminar Program.  (Deanne Cruse retires after 23 years as manager par excellence!)  One of 
his major ongoing projects  is an effort as a Professional Rhetorician to cast new light on ap-
proximately 1,600 years of hermeneutics regarding the Gospel of Saint Mark.    
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       Brother Richard Lemberg’s recent claim to fame is his losing of 57 lbs. of avoirdupois, 
much to both his satisfaction and relief.  During the past month he has been working with 30 
faculty members to establish a Pi Kappa Phi chapter on campus.  Approval has been secured 
from both the President and the Provost. 22 faculty members are required as sponsors.  After 
approval by the Pi Kappa Phi Board, the College can induct 15% of the senior class, 5% of 
juniors and 15% of graduate students.   
       In between the task of assisting his sister to move from one location to another, Brother 
Richard has been working on a fascinating case study of a man named Nathan Gregory Sil-
vermaster.  Silvermaster entered the United States illegally, came to California and secured a 
teaching position in economics at Saint Mary’s while pursuing his doctorate at the University 
of California, Berkeley.  Following the awarding of his doctorate he secured a position with the 
United States Treasury as a statistician. He was alleged to have founded a subversive ring of 
spies for the Soviet Union which was uncovered in 1948.  During his trial it was reported that 
he took the Fifth Amendment some 90 times. 
 

Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Mary’s College High School | Berkeley, CA 
 

     Saint Mary’s College High School in Berkeley opened the New Year with a faculty retreat 
on January 4 and the resumption of Winter Term classes on January 5.  With the rest of 
drought-stricken California, the school has welcomed rainy weather, as runoff moves swiftly 
downhill to the historic creek that runs along the edge of the school campus.  Again this year, 
freshman Biology students will study fish and plant life in the creek and clean up debris that 
accumulates as the waterway wends its two-mile course down from the Berkeley hills through 
the city and into San Francisco Bay.   
     Along with winter comes Crab Season.  Though famous local Dungeness crab suffered an 
environmental setback this season, Washington Coast crab will be on the menu at the 
school’s decades-old Crab Feed on February 6.  The biggest community event of the school 
year brings about 700 people to campus for a delicious cracked crab dinner, silent auction, 
and raffle, all sponsored by the school’s Parent Association to raise funds for school needs.   

     The annual Enrichment Week Fair was held on 
January 8, with faculty members’ many display  
tables enticing students to register for one of the 
dozens of wonderful learning adventures that will 
take place on and off campus during the first week 
of March.  Enrichment Week in its earliest form 
originated in the late 1970s, and in 1997 evolved 
into its current format as the result of a project by 
three Saint Mary’s faculty members attending the 
first Lasallian Leadership Institute.  It remains a 
highlight of each school year. 
     Saint Mary’s Performing and Theatre Arts stu-
dents and faculty are busy rehearsing for the an-
nual school musical.  Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat will be on stage for two 
weekends in February.  Visual Arts students will 

again participate in an annual Diocesan art show in February and the school’s Jazz Ensemble 
performed in the California Music Educators Association (CMEA) Jazz Festival in mid-
January.  Last fall, the Jazz group held its third annual joint concert with the Saint Mary’s Col-
lege Jazz Band at the college campus in Moraga.  Hitting a high note on the big screen this 

Brother Dan Morgan (L) and Brother David Caretti  

enroll students in their Enrichment Week courses at 

the lunchtime fair.  Brother David’s mother, Roberta (R), is 

a master knitter who will help teach the Knitting Course. 
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winter is Class of 2003 alumnus, Ryan Coogler, director of the hit film, “Creed.”  Coogler is 
also the award-winning director of the 2013 film, “Fruitvale Station.”   
     As freshman applications are received for 
the next school year, seniors continue to   
receive coveted college acceptance letters.  
The Winter Term of Saint Mary’s trimester 
schedule will conclude in early March, fol-
lowed by Enrichment Week and the start of 
the Spring Term.  Lasallian Days and Peace 
and Justice Days, with their various programs, 
topics, and community activities, round out 
each of the three terms of the  academic 
year.  The Class of 2016 will graduate on 
June 5. 
       Campus Changes:  Saint Mary’s 1948 
gymnasium has enjoyed major upgrades 
over the past year.  Led by generous alumni 
of the 1950’s era who enjoyed basketball 
championships on the gym court, donors have made possible new basketball goals, a second 
scoreboard, gym floor restoration, new Panther mascot artwork, and most recently, brand 
new bleachers.  When the high school moved to Berkeley in 1927, its third location after  
campuses in San Francisco (1863-1889) and Oakland (1889-1927), the 1927-1928 student 
body chose “The Panthers” as the school mascot.  School colors are red and white.  This past 
November, the Panther Women’s Tennis Team took the league championship, finishing their 
season with a 14-0 record, the best record in Saint Mary’s twenty-year history as a coeduca-
tional school. 
       The extended Saint Mary’s family is looking forward to the building of a new Student 
Chapel, with groundbreaking currently set for the end of the school year in June, and a    
completion date of summer 2017.  The campus has been without a student chapel since the 
original high school building, De La Salle Hall, was razed as an earthquake hazard in 1973.  
Led by a number of major donors, school families, alumni, friends, and foundations are gener-
ously helping to fund the project.  In approving the final plans for the building, a city planning 
commissioner remarked that the 4,400-square foot chapel, sitting opposite nearby Codornices 
creek, will be “the most beautiful building in Albany.”  Read more about the new chapel on the 
Saint Mary’s web site at www.saintmaryschs.org.  

       In the Community:  Saint Mary’s participates 
in a multitude of service projects throughout the 
year at sites around the greater San Francisco 
Bay Area.  Coordinated by the “SALT” Club 
(Student Action Lasallian Team), Panthers can be 
found working at the local food bank, at charitable 
marathons, cleaning up city creeks, even harvest-
ing olives with the Dominican Sisters at their or-
chard over the Thanksgiving holiday.  The annual 
Advent Sock and Coat Drive brought in 1,000 pairs 
of new men’s socks for the Berkeley Catholic 
Worker House and more than 500 gently-used 
warm coats for the St. Vincent de Paul Society in 
Oakland.  Three curbside collections around   

campus during December had school families filling containers to the brim with clothing.  Ash 
Wednesday on February 10 will kick-off the school’s annual Lenten Food Drive in support of 

Fall Term Lasallian Days took freshmen to historic Mont La Salle 

in Napa for a class retreat in the Chapel, a tour of the property 

and District offices, and a visit to the Brothers’ communities. 

Artist’s rendering of the planned Student Chapel. 

http://www.saintmaryschs.org
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the Alameda County Community Food Bank.   
       The Brothers’ Community:  In mid-December, the Saint Mary’s Brothers’ Community – 
Brother Edmond Larouche, Director, Brother David Caretti, Brother Dan Morgan, Mr. Law-
rence Puck, and Brother Ray Bonderer – hosted hundreds of students at their residence on 
campus for a cup of hot chocolate before school, a welcome warm-up amid Berkeley’s       
unusually cold winter weather.   
       After Christmas, Brother Edmond was one of twenty Brother Delegates to the three-day 
Chapter of the San Francisco New Orleans District, held at Mont La Salle in Napa.  Brother 
Edmond, School President and alumnus, has also been working with the Saint Mary’s       
College High School Class of 1966 Reunion Committee as they prepare to celebrate their 
Golden Anniversary in June 2016.  Annually since 1979, the fifty-year class has joined the 
senior class for their Baccalaureate Mass and Commencement Exercises.  
       Brother Dan is teaching Sophomore Epistemology this term, and continues his work with 
the school’s PowerSchool System.   Brother David’s “Does Religion Matter?” course, an up-
per-division Religious Studies selective, concluded at the end of the Fall Term before Thanks-
giving.  His work as Director for Campus Ministry and Coordinator of the school’s WCEA 
“E3” (Ensuring Educational Excellence) Accreditation self-study continues, with the visiting 
team due on campus in April.  Both Brothers will lead courses for the school’s annual Enrichment 
Week in March.  Brother Dan’s course, “Old Sacramento: Gold Country to State Politics,”  fea-
tures a comprehensive look at California’s capitol city, from its beginnings as the hub of the 
Gold Rush and the Western Terminus of the historic Transcontinental Railroad, to its rise as 
the State Capitol.  Closer to home, Brother David will be joined by two master knitter teachers 
in his popular course, “Not Your Grandma’s Style: The Art of Knitting.”  Students will learn this 
ancient art that has resurged in popularity in recent years.  A field trip across the Bay to San 
Francisco will highlight the week as students’ handmade knitting projects take shape.    
       Mr. Puck, Saint Mary’s Class of 1978, Admissions Director and Director of Communica-
tions and Alumni, welcomed Class of 2020 applicants to campus on January 9 for the annual 
admissions test.  His work on school publications can be viewed on the school web site,    
currently featuring issues of “The Good News” periodical and a special edition about the new 
Student Chapel project. 
       2003 alumnus and film director Ryan Coogler is in the news again. The Saint Mary's  
Panther will direct the Marvel Comics "Black Panther" film about the famed comic book hero. 
The film is due out in February, 2018. The Black Panther has been part of the Marvel         
universe for more than fifty years. 
       Marking 153 years of Lasallian Catholic education in 2016, Saint Mary’s sends best wish-
es for a Happy New Year to our fellow Lasallians across the Region.  36 students, faculty, 
and family members bagged nearly 60,000 pounds of fresh carrots, pears, and apples volun-
teering at the Alameda Food Bank on the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday/Day of Service this 
past Monday. Get ready for Saint Mary's Annual Lenten Food Drive for the Food Bank. It gets 
underway on Ash Wednesday, February 10. Saint Mary's is sure to exceed its own past rec-
ords by collecting thousands of pounds of food for those in need.  You can help. Stay tuned. 
Thanks, Saint Mary's!  
 

Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman  
Correspondent 

 

Saint Michael’s High School | Santa Fe. NM 
 

Community        
       To celebrate his 89th birthday on September 22, Bro. Martin Swonke made his usual visit 
to Payne’s Nursery to get potting soil.  At home, there was the usual card, and Patsy pre-
pared his requested dinner and birthday cake.  Next year, he will be a nonagenarian.   
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       After having worsening health problems for a number of weeks, Bro. Benildus Sulzer had 
to be admitted to the hospital to get them under control.  His stay was fairly short, but he con-
tinues to suffer gout in hands and feet and uses a walker.  Please keep him in your prayers! 
       In early October, Bro. Mike Livaudais spent several days with us after providing input at 
the retreat for the Lasallian Partners held at Pecos.  The group joined the Brothers for Mass, 
social, and dinner, and the reactions were uniformly positive.  Charlie Legendre, who coordi-
nated the retreat with Diahann Larson, also graced us with a preparatory visit.  A few days 
later, Bro. Joe Schmidt joined us for a few days after he had presented at a retreat in Albu-
querque.  The fresh perspectives of our visitors serve to keep us young – sort of. 
       On October 8, Archbishop John Wester said the Homecoming Mass for the school.  This 
was his first visit to the campus since his installation as Archbishop.  Brothers Martin, Brian 
Dybowski, and Bill Hughes were able to attend. 
       The Franciscans Fr. Bruce and Fr. Bryant, who had been providing Mass in the commu-
nity for quite a while, have had to relocate to Albuquerque.  We honored their service with din-
ner invitations twice during the final week they were with us.  Please pray for their easy move 
and continuing service in their new location. 
       October 15 was the 500th anniversary of the birth of St. Teresa of Avila, and the local 
Carmelite community celebrated with appropriate events which concluded with a Mass said 
by the Archbishop on the anniversary.  At that Mass, Sr. Marie Anthony made her perpetual 
profession.  Brothers Brian, Martin, and George Hetzel were able to attend. 
       The next day Brothers Brian, George, Martin, and Fred Van Haaften joined Bro. Joe 
Haras and his dad and brother for a prayer service prior to the interment of the ashes of his 
mother.  Because the 3 men of the family are all veterans, the interment was at the National 
Cemetery, and all were impressed at the beauty of the setting.  Fr. Earl presided over the ser-
vice and each of the family provided touching tributes to Mrs. Haras.  After the ceremony, the 
family treated attendees to lunch at Tomasita’s, one of the city’s best restaurants featuring 
local comidas. 
       We had the pleasure of the presence of Bro. Visitor for the visit with us toward the end of 
October.  His input was encouraging and his offers of assistance appreciated! 
       In early November we had a brief visit from Bro. Ed Hoffman from La Salle University.  
He was here on a recruiting visit to the school and stayed with us en route from Denver to El 
Paso. 
       With the relocation of the Franciscans, we had only Fr. Earl available to say Mass on 
Mondays and Fridays and an occasional Saturday.  When he went to Denver for most of No-
vember, we experienced what most people do routinely, having to attend Mass outside the 
community.  Fortunately, the Carmelites have daily Mass and welcome the Brothers who are 
able to attend there.  Pray for vocations to the priesthood, religious life, and married state! 
       After a garage fire made the safety of the residence questionable, Brothers Charlie Miller 
and Melvin Pelton joined us from Denver.  We expected Bro. Tom Daigle would also join us, 
but he was unable to travel so remained with relatives in Denver.  Unfortunately, within days 
of arriving here, Bro. Mel had problems with his pacemaker and it had to be replaced.  The 
procedure was done on an outpatient basis, and he recovered quickly and well.  By early De-
cember, he drove to Denver to get Bro. Tom who was able to join us on December 10. 
       The second week of December found Bro. Bill traveling to Washington, D.C.  The same 
week we were gratified that Fr. Ricardo Russo was available to say Mass in the community 
for the feast of the Immaculate Conception.  His making himself available on occasion is 
much appreciated! 
       The Brothers of St. Mike’s, Hilary House, and Mullen were treated to a special Christmas 
concert in the residence.  It was arranged by faculty member, Janis Chitwood, and the choir 
director, Carmen Flores-Mansi.  It was preceded by the students giving each Brother a per-
sonal gift basket with a plethora of items both useful and delicious.  Where there was more 
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than we could use, we shared the wealth with the local homeless shelter. 
       We were fortunate to have Mass on Christmas Eve, celebrated by Fr. Earl.  One of the 
largest groups in recent years attended, and it included granddaughter of a couple of former 
faculty members.  She provided most appropriate cooing and gurgling throughout the Mass.  
It was followed by a réveillon that enabled everyone to share Christmas cheer all round.  Bro. 
Mel prepared Christmas dinner.  A ham provided by Bro. Joe’s dad and brother served as the 
main course, with mashed potatoes and a fancy salad prepared by Bro. Bill who, with Bro. 
Joe, decorated the dining room for the occasion.  Dessert was a Kentucky jam cake provided 
by an alumna.  Brothers Jim Brown and Ronald Bartusiak joined us for the meal.  Damn the 
calories; full speed ahead!  Because he spent time with his daughters’ families in Corrales 
and White Rock, Bro. Fred missed the mail main caloric intake here, but he made up for it 
with them.   
       After Christmas, Bro. Brian, Director, went to the District Chapter.  Due to very unusual 
weather which included a couple of weeks of cold, snow, and wind, he had to adjust depar-
ture time but was able to depart at least on the same day.  Such modifications are unusual for 
Santa Fe, where snow, at least here in town, typically melts within a day or two instead of 
weeks.  Also traveling were Brothers Mel, Charles, and Tom, who took a truck to Denver to 
retrieve the belongings from the Brothers’ residence, which had been cleared of hazards after 
the fire in the garage.  With their reassignment to Santa Fe, the Brothers brought a number of 
items from the Mullen community.  Fortunately, Assistant Principal, Robin Chavez, and some 
faculty allowed a number of strong students to aid in unloading.  Our special appreciation to 
Robin, the faculty, and the students! 
 

Bro. George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 

 
School 
       I remember when I started at St. Michael’s High School many years ago and we were 
presented with some of the characteristics of a Lasallian school.  One that I still remember 
today is “a school that runs well” and, as I think about school life at St. Mike’s since our last 
newsletter, that is what comes to mind. I think it says a lot about a school if it is described as 
one that “runs well” throughout the year regardless of the celebrations or challenges that 
might exist.  We are fortunate that currently our biggest challenge is staying warm as NM has 
had one of the coldest winters in history.  With new heaters coming, staying warmer is defi-
nitely a celebration and something to look forward to as the winter progresses.   
       From the start of school, we have had many successes on and off the field, with a great 
representation at State Tournaments for our Fall Sports programs as well as musicians at-
tending All-State.  We had a well-attended Open House that gives us a promising look for-
ward as we dive deeper into the admissions process.  We had one of the most, if not the 
most, successful Horsemen Roundup fundraising events in the past 5 years.  Our parent 
pledge program, in its first year, is producing great results. Our alumni giving is on track to 
pass our alumni giving rate from last year.  And finally, we celebrate and congratulate our Na-
tional Hispanic Scholars, Melissa Fenner, Elena Romero and Michael Romero.  These are all 
testaments to the overall good health of the school. 
       A great way to help a school’s ability to remain “healthy” is to provide opportunities for the 
community to grow in its passion for the Lasallian Mission.  It is a greater blessing when we 
can take advantage of the opportunity at the local, district and regional levels.   In October, 
we had our first session of local formation, focusing on Faith, Service and Community.  I al-
ways find it inspirational when graduates of LLI or Buttimer or Discerning Leaders or other for-
mation programs share their passion for the mission and inspire their colleagues by leading 
the formation sessions.  A big thank you to Peter Drake (Foreign Language) for leading the 
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Faith session, Janis Chitwood (English) and Paul Baca (Math) for leading the Community ses-
sion, and Taylor Gantt (President) for leading the Service session.   It was also a blessing to 

have the District Lasallian Commitment Retreat 
here in Santa Fe in October, as it provided a 
wonderful opportunity for five of our faculty/staff 
members to fuel the fire of their Lasallian vocation.  
One participant shared how the presentations 
and passion of the presenters “started a little 
flame within.”  In addition we had teachers and 
administrators come back from Huether full of 
energy and an enthusiasm for the mission.  The 
Lasallian spirit can make amazing things happen. 
       One of those amazing things is to work in 
a school that inspires its students to reach out 
and help others.  I am humbled with the gener-

osity our students and parents show to those in need in the community.  The National Honor 
Society conducted a blood drive and later a food/money drive to fill the shelves at the Santa 
Fe Food Depot for the holidays.  The Student Wellness in Action Team collected coats and 
gloves for the homeless.  Lasallian Youth collected items to make baby baskets for new 
mothers through Youth Shelters and Family     Services.  Our Campus Ministry students coor-
dinated a giving tree for the residents at the women and family shelter.  The Lady Horsemen 
basketball team, the Pony Express Dance Team, the Cheer Squad and the Campus Ministry 
class all helped make Christmas festive by supplying Christmas presents for those in need 
through Children’s Medical Services.  English teacher Janis Chitwood encouraged her students 
to spread the Christmas cheer with the  Brothers in Santa Fe by making Christmas baskets 
full of goodies for each Brother.  It truly is a blessing to work among so many caring people. 
       Looking ahead, we are excited for the members of our Choral Arts Society, under the  
direction of theology teacher Carmen Flórez-
Mansi, who have been invited to perform John 
Rutter’s Magnificat at Carnegie Hall in New York 
on February 13, 2016. The St. Michael’s Choral 
Arts Society consists of students 7th-12th grade 
and they will join with college students and adults 
from the Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of      
Assisi’s  four choirs.  Together the group of 89 
singers comprise the Pontifical Choir and, I must 
say, can leave you mesmerized.  Carmen has 
been working with some of the singers since they 
were 5 years old and says that one of her favorite 
things about the group is that it is intergenerational. 
Her own son, Thomas-Luke, who is a junior at St. 
Michael’s, will perform alongside her. “It’s such a sacred privilege,” she said of shepherding 
the choir over the years.  We send them off with many prayers and blessings as they travel 
and perform.     
 

Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC 
Correspondent  

 

Saint Paul’s School | Covington, LA 
 

Community 
       The tree has been taken down and all the Christmas decorations have been stored away 

Members of the Student Wellness in Action Team, who  

collected clothing for the area’s homeless. 

Members of St. Michael’s Choral Arts Society perform 

under the direction of faculty member Carmen Flórez-Mansi. 
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until next year. Christmas this year in the south was different because we had rain and    
summer like temperatures throughout the season. Uncle Muggy came to visit for the holidays 
and overstayed his visit.  It just didn't feel like Christmas with people coming to Mass in    
summer clothes, but that didn't dampen our celebrations here at St. Paul's.  
       On December 12, the Mother's Club treated the Brothers to a delicious Christmas Supper 
and each Brother was presented with a gift card. On December 10, the annual luminarias  
celebration was held. The entire campus was plummeted into darkness with only the burning 
candles lighting the way as many cars drove through the school property to enjoy the display, 
which was followed by caroling, a prayer service, and a reception in the school cafeteria.  The  
Luminarias Celebration was brought to St. Paul's about 40 years ago by Brothers who had 
been stationed in New Mexico. 
       On December 14, the students began their semester exams and, at noon on December 
18, were dismissed for the Christmas holidays. 
       Meanwhile, back in the community, Brothers Peter Dudenheffer, Louis Welker and Ralph 
Baltz began the process of getting our residence ready for Christmas. Brother Bill Ray provid-
ed the electrical cords to light up our patio, Brother Louis decorated the entrance to the resi-
dence and the community room. Brother Ralph decorated the Chapel.  
       The Community celebrated the Christmas Mass During the Night at 8:00 p.m. with Father 
Raphael, OSB as our celebrant. Mr. Charles Legendre, ASFC provided the music for the 
Mass.  After Mass, a reception was held for family and friends who had attended. On     
Christmas Day, several of the Brothers spent the day with family members. Brother Robert 
O'Kane journeyed to Philadelphia to be with his family.  
       Recently, Brother Alfred Baltz had a bad fall which left him beaten up but with no broken 
bones. He is recuperating well and is looking forward to getting back to work in his shop. 
Brother Bill Ray continues to help getting Brothers to their doctor appointments.  
       Brother Jeffrey Calligan continues to delight the community with his Sunday evening 
meals. In addition, Brother gave a retreat for Religious Brothers and Sisters after the   
Thanksgiving Holidays.  
       Brother Duane continues his ministry of bringing Communion to the home bound and 
hospital patients. Brother John Fairfax enjoyed several outings with family and friends during 
the holidays.  
       Brother Robert O'Kane returned to the community on January 4 for a couple of days. At 
the present time he is helping with repairs to the Brothers residence in Lafayette, LA. 
       Brother Louis Welker enjoyed dog sitting his nephew Tommy's dog, Butchie, while he 
was away on Christmas vacation. Brother Peter Dudenheffer attended several gatherings 
with his very large family during the holidays. Brother Jerry Vincent enjoyed a weekend      
visiting with his sister Gail. 
       On January 4, the students returned to school. On January 6, a decree came from the 
school President’s office. It read: "The Twelve Days of Christmas are over! No more turtle 
doves, French hens, milking maids, leaping lords or swimming swans. You can keep the  
golden rings, however. Enjoy the quiet from that angry partridge in the pear tree and those 
darn drummers drumming."  
       Now, this doesn't mean we can no longer have fun at St. Paul's School. It's King Cake 
season, which is a tradition in the South and also the official start of the Mardi Gras season. 
Hundreds of thousand King Cakes are eaten in New Orleans and surrounding areas during 
the Mardi Gras season.  On January 6, the Mother's club treated the faculty and student body 
to King Cakes. 
       It seems like there is something I forgot. What could it be? Now I remember! St. Paul's 
was given the Blue Ribbon Award by the United States Department of Education. On         
November 12, a special a Assembly was held to mark the occasion. After a beautiful prayer 
service, speeches, music by our Jazz Band and parading around the Briggs Center, our 
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Brother Director, Brother Jerry Vincent, gave the students a holiday in the name of the retired     
Brothers. 
       Until next time, have a Blessed New Year! 
 

Brother Louis Welker, FSC 
Correspondent 

 
       Jason Marsalis, youngest son of the New    
Orleans Marsalis music family, recently visited 
Saint Paul’s School to teach two advanced       
percussion and jazz ensemble workshops for    
students. The workshop was part of the unique  
ongoing student education JazzKids outreach   
program conducted by the Mandeville Friends 
of the Dew Drop Inn. Marsalis, a distinguished 
jazz drummer and vibes player, is the youngest 
son of acclaimed jazz pianist Ellis and mother 
Delores Marsalis, and younger brother to 
famed jazz players Branford, Wynton, and 
Delfeayo. Invaddition to drumming, Jason leads 
the New Orleans Vibes Quartet, which has  
produced two critically acclaimed CDs.         

       Saint Paul's Varsity Basketball Wolves, 
coached by Phil Williams, won the Gene    
Bennett Invitational Tournament, hosted by 
Saint Paul's and played in the new Gene    
Bennett Sports Complex. The Wolves defeated 
Destrahan in the finals after wins over The   
International School of New Orleans and    
Covington High School.  Team members    Parker 
Edwards, Timothy Bedford, and Harrison Prieto 
were named to the All-Tournament Team.  
Members of Gene Bennett's family were on 
hand to make the trophy presentations.    
       January 14-16, two District school’s       
nationally ranked men’s soccer teams, St. 
Paul’s and Cathedral High School - Los Angeles,      
completed in the prestigious Montverde Academy 

Soccer Tournament in Florida.  The 
Wolves brought home the tourna-
ment runner-up trophy while the 
Phantoms captured third place. Both 
teams played and were defeated by 
eventual champions and host Monte-
verde Academy.  The two teams had 
the opportunity to meet one another 
and even pose together for a team 
picture (left). 
 

Ms. Karen Hebert 
Correspondent 

Jason Marsalis gives some St. Paul’s students pointers on 

playing the drums during his jazz workshop at the school. 

The St. Paul’s basketball team receives their championship 

trophy from the family of Coach Gene Bennett. 
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Office of Education Update 
        
       This fall, there have been a number of Office of Education events throughout the District.  These 
have included Campus Ministers/Student Activities Directors Gathering; an Secondary School Admin-
istrators Association (now District Chief Administrators Association) meeting; an Academic Assistant 
Principals Workshop; a Catholic Lasallian Assessment Process review committee meeting; a Young 
Lasallian Professionals Retreat; a School Finance Directors Gathering; and several Board Governance 
Trainings.  Also, OOE’s Formation for Mission provided start-of-school new faculty Lasallian orienta-
tions and faculty retreat days for a number of our District ministries. 
        In addition to these events, the Office sponsored several new initiatives for the District:  

 
       In December, 2015, the District’s Office of Vocation 
Ministry announced a series of webinars    designed to 
provide Lasallian formation and accompany the District 
Vocation Coordinators in their work in District ministries.  
Called The Lasallian Vocation in the Year of Mercy, the 
webinars were scheduled for early 2016.  
       The first seminar was held on January 20.  The 
presenter was Ms. Heather Ruple Gilson, Director, 
Young Lasallians.  Over 20 Lasallians participated in 
the webinar, which focused on Pope Francis’ notion of 

compassion and service as the act of “mercy-ing.” 
       A second webinar is set for February 2 at 6 p.m. PST, to be presented by Br. Dan Fenton, FSC, 
Bahay Pagasa, Bacolod, Philippines.  According to Director of Vocation Ministry Brother Chris Patiño, 
“While the Vocation Coordinators are the target audience for the webinars, we hope you invite fellow 
Brothers, faculty, and staff members to join the webinar session.” 
 

       The District’s Lasallians Without Borders Commit-
tee has asked the District’s Lasallians to participate in 
its inaugural One Book One District project for the 
2016-2017 school year.  The selected book is national 
bestseller Enrique’s Journey, by Sonia Nazario. 
       The project, an initiative from the District’s Immigra-
tion Think Tank, is an invitation “to answer the Insti-
tute’s call to attend to the needs of our migrant brothers 
and sisters by doing what we do best, teaching minds 
and touching hearts…to unify, through literature, the 

schools in the San Francisco New Orleans District and to educate our students about this timely social 
justice issue.” 
       Based on the Los Angeles Times series that won two Pulitzer Prizes, Enrique’s Journey is the true 
story of a Central American teenager seeking a better life and to reunite with his mother in the United 
States.  It also depicts the brutal realities faced by migrant people.  According to the book’s website, 
“(It is) among the most chosen books as a freshman or common read: 77 Universities, 16 cities and 
scores of high schools nationwide have adopted Enrique’s Journey as their freshman or common read. 
Middle schools are now adopting a version adapted for young readers as their common read.” 
       Lasallians Without Borders Project Manager Alma Mejia-Garcia is developing curriculum resources 
that will be available to District schools by the end of February, 2016.  The Committee sees the project 
as “a unique opportunity to network our schools through a shared curricular experience, prayer, reflec-
tion, and action in line with Institute initiatives, (and) to utilize technology to help students connect 
across the District and to other parts of the world.” 
 
       Finally, two members of the Office announced that they will be stepping down.  Office of Education - 
Mont La Salle Director Gery Short will leave his position July 1, 2016.  He will be succeeded by current 
De Marillac Academy president Mike Daniels.  Young Lasallians Director Heather Ruple Gilson will leave 
her position at the end of April, 2016.  The process for selecting her successor is in progress.  
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District Vistas  

 

District Chapter I:  
“Procuring God’s Glory from Generation to Generation’ 
 

       The inaugural District Chapter of the San Francisco New Orleans District was held December 28-
30 at Mont La Salle in Napa, CA.  20 Delegates assembled for this canonical gathering of Brothers, 
which has as its theme, Procuring God’s Glory from Generation to Generation. 

       This was the first part of a two-part 
District Chapter, with the second part 
scheduled for December 28-30, 2016. 
As stated in the Rule of the Brothers, 
“The District Chapter is convoked by the 
Brother Visitor.  It evaluates all aspects 
of the life of the District.  It takes into  
account the local situation and it estab-
lishes a schedule of precise programs 
for renewal, adaptation, or growth to be 
implemented in the near future.  Evalua-
tion and the establishment of new pro-
grams are carried out in accordance 
with the directives and guidelines of the 
Church and of the Institute.” (Rule 137) 
       In his remarks at the Chapter’s 
opening session, Brother Donald        
Johanson, FSC, Visitor, commented, ““I 
was very happy to see the theme of   

the Chapter being, Procuring God’s Glory from Generation to Generation. To me, it calls to mind the        
essential consecration of us Brothers as articulated in our vow formula… I think it is important to      
remind ourselves of this consecration and always ask, ‘Are the deliberations and decisions of the Chapter 
procuring God’s Glory?’” 
       The Chapter included a combination of the organizational features from both of the former       
districts of San Francisco and New Orleans-Santa Fe.  Work was done both in plenary sessions and 
in meetings of four Chapter Committees on the areas of Community Life; Finance; Governance; and 
Critical Issues. 
       The three days of the Chapter produced plentiful and rich deliberations as the Brother Delegates 
considered various tasks and issues that exist for the Brothers and the District.  The resulting proposi-
tions that were crafted and submitted by the Chapter Committees reflected this range of challenges 
and opportunities that the Brother Delegates sought to address.  Several items were handled immedi-
ately, while others will require further input and consideration from the June 20-24, 2016 Mission    
Assembly and at the second part of the Chapter.  In the meantime, an interim report of Chapter   
propositions and decisions is being prepared for distribution to District Brothers and Partners.  The 
final Acts of this part of the Chapter will be published pending approval by Rome. 
       Throughout the Chapter, the Brother Delegates centered themselves through daily Mass, prayer 
services, and video reflections from numerous District Partners and students.  There also was ample 
time set aside for socializing and fellowship. 
       The Chapter Brother Delegates were: Brother Donald Johanson, Visitor; Brother James Joost, 
Auxiliary Visitor; Brother Kenneth Boesch; Brother Stanislaus Campbell; Brother Gale Condit;     
Brother Brian Dybowski; Brother Ronald Gallagher; Brother Nick Gonzalez; Brother Jack Henderson; 
Brother Charles Hilken; Brother Thomas Jones; Brother Edmond Larouche; Brother Michael Livaudais; 
Brother John Montgomery; Brother Donald Mouton; Brother Mark Murphy; Brother Christopher Patiño; 
Brother David Sinitiere; Brother George Van Grieken; and Brother Tom Westberg. 
       Brother observers were Brothers Patrick Moore, Peter Tripp, and Joseph Wright. 

The Brother Delegates and Observers of the first part of District Chapter I. 
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Prayers & Passages 
 

Requiescat in Pace  
 

Brother Clarence Schenk, FSC, August 21, 2015, Moraga, CA 
Dr. Louis Pardini, AFSC, November 3, 2015, Fresno, CA 
Mr. Raul Guereca, AFSC, January 12, 2016, El Paso, TX 

 

Papal Intentions January - May, 2016 
 

JANUARY 
Universal:  Interreligious Dialogue 
       That sincere dialogue among men and women of different faiths may produce the fruits of peace   
       and justice. 
Evangelization: Christian Unity 
       That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians  
       may overcome divisions. 
 

FEBRUARY 
Universal: Care for Creation 
       That we may take good care of creation–a gift freely given–cultivating and protecting it for future generations. 
Evangelization: Asia 
       That opportunities may increase for dialogue and encounter between the Christian faith and the  
       peoples of Asia. 
 

MARCH 
Universal: Families in Difficulty 
       That families in need may receive the necessary support and that children may grow up in  
       healthy and peaceful environments. 
Evangelization: Persecuted Christians   
       That those Christians who, on account of their faith, are discriminated against or are being persecuted,  
       may remain strong and faithful to the Gospel, thanks to the incessant prayer of the Church. 
 

APRIL 
Universal: Small Farmers 
       That small farmers may receive a just reward for their precious labor. 
Evangelization: African Christians 
       That Christians in Africa may give witness to love and faith in Jesus Christ amid political-religious conflicts. 
 

MAY 
Universal: Respect for Women 
       That in every country of the world, women may be honored and respected and that their essential  
       contribution to society may be highly esteemed. 
Evangelization: Holy Rosary 
       That families, communities, and groups may pray the Holy Rosary for evangelization and peace. 
 

JUNE 
Universal: Human Solidarity 
       That the aged, marginalized, and those who have no one may find–even within the huge cities of  
       the world–opportunities for encounter and solidarity. 
Evangelization: Seminarians and Novices 
       That seminarians and men and women entering religious life may have mentors who live the joy  
       of the Gospel and prepare them wisely for their mission. 
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  Parting Shots 

The Washington March for Life delegations from Archbishop 

Rummel and Saint Paul’s high schools made it as far as 

Charlotte, NC before a winter storm sent them back home 

on their charter bus, nicknamed “The Bro Bus”.  

(Photo courtesy Joseph Serio.) 

The  Lasallian Volunteers of the Lasallian Region of    

North America at Point O’Pines in Brant Lake, NY in      

November for their MidYear Retreat, themed “Our Camino”. 

(Photo courtesy Lasallian Volunteers.) 

A choir loft view of the District Chapter delegates and   

observers during Mass at Mont La Salle in December. 

(Photo courtesy Br. James Joost.)  

High school students from around the District gathered at 

St. Joseph’s Camp in January for the Called & Chosen Retreat. 

(Photo courtesy Br. James Joost.)  

The District Chief Administrators Association at their September  meeting 

in Albuquerque, NM.  (Photo courtesy Br. James Joost.) 

(L-R) Greg Kopra, and Br. George Van 

Grieken (DLSI), and Jeff Ramon (St. Paul’s 

School) help lead the opening prayer service 

at the Huether Lasallian Conference in    

November.  (Photo SFNO Communications.) 


