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District Chapter Day 1 began with a special ritual 
service to open the Chapter.  Brother Donald 
Johanson, Visitor, extended his welcome to the 
Brother Delegates and briefly reviewed the purpose 
and significance of the District Chapter.  Brother 
Timothy Coldwell, General Councilor, spoke on a 
General Chapter context for the Chapter.  A candle 
lighting ceremony denoted each of the District 
Brothers’ Communities, symbolizing their spiritual 
presence at the Chapter.  Each Brother Delegate was 
recognized and the Delegates were commissioned to 

do the work of the Chapter. 
 
The morning order of the day began with Brother Donald’s call to order and roll call.  The opening prayer 
was a video message from Lasallian Partners and students of several District ministries.  The video was 
produced by Brothers Chris Patiño and Roch Dufresne. 
 
Chapter procedures were reviewed and elections were held for the Chapter’s General Chair and two 
Session Moderators.  The General Chair is Brother James Joost.  The Session Moderators are Brothers 
Nick Gonzalez and Stan Campbell.  Brother George Van Grieken is the General Secretary.  Chapter 
recording secretaries and clerical assistants are District Secretary Chrie Troup, DLSI Executive Assistant 
Rocio Wilson, and DLSI Administrative Assistant Katie Batt.  
 
Brother Donald Johanson gave a presentation to the Brother Delegates which helped to frame the District’s 
current context and critical issues for the present and the future.  Some critical issues that he identified 
were “Our Spirituality”; “Vocations to the Brothers’ Life”; “Unity within the District”; “Our Financial 
Stability and Sustainability”; and “Our Community Life”.  His remarks also included these observations:   
 
“I was very happy to see the theme of the Chapter being, 
Procuring God’s Glory from Generation to Generation.  
To me, it calls to mind the essential consecration of us 
Brothers as articulated in our vow formula.  Oftentimes 
we begin a discussion of our Institute with the quote 
from the Rule which speaks of the purpose of the 
Institute being ‘the human and Christian education of 
the young, especially the poor.’  But this purpose of the 
Institute is a ‘therefore’ which flows from the personal 
consecration of ourselves entirely to the Trinity, ‘to 
procure your glory as far as I shall be able.’ The 
therefore which follows from this is of course our 
promise and vow to unite ourselves to the Institute. I think it is important to remind ourselves of this 
consecration and always ask, ‘Are the deliberations and decisions of the Chapter procuring God’s Glory?’” 



“That our theme speaks of “generation to generation” reminds us that the work is indeed the Lord’s and 
we are here to pass on an inspired legacy which has been entrusted to the Church in the charism of John 
Baptist de La Salle.” 
 
“With this in mind, as we do move from generation to generation, we find ourselves always having to 
read and be aware the signs of the times.  The context of this generation of Lasallians is different from 
the context of yesterday and will differ from that of tomorrow.  Our task is to make the best of what we 
see today in order to make our best efforts in the decisions which will affect tomorrow; always relying on 
the Spirit to guide us along our way.” 
 

Brother James Joost presented the schema for the 
Chapter Committees, followed by Q&A.  He then 
presented the document of the District Statutes, 
followed by Q&A.  Both were to be introduced for the 
Chapter’s approval after these first readings. 
 
After a break, the Brother Delegates reconvened to 
vote on acceptance of the Committee schema and of 
the District Statutes.  The Committee Schema 
proposition was approved and the District Statutes 
proposition was approved with amendments and 
language corrections.  

 
After lunch, the Brother Delegates signed up for one of four Chapter Committees that will meet 
throughout this session of the Chapter to discuss and submit proposals on their assigned areas.  The 
Committees and their members are: 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE     FINANCE 
Brother Brian Dybowski     Brother Stan Campbell 
Brother Nick Gonzalez     Brother Donald Johanson 
Brother Jack Henderson     Brother John Montgomery 
Brother Charles Hilken     Brother Peter Tripp (voice only) 
Brother Michael Livaudais 
Brother Tom Westberg 
Brother Joseph Wright (voice only) 
 
CRITICAL ISSUES     GOVERNANCE 
Brother Ken Boesch     Brother James Joost 
Brother Gale Condit     Brother Edmond Larouche 
Brother Ron Gallagher     Brother Mark Murphy 
Brother Thomas Jones     Brother David Sinitiere 
Brother Patrick Moore (voice only) 
Brother Don Mouton 
Brother Chris Patiño 
Brother George Van Grieken 
 
The Committees then had their first meetings.  These meetings concluded the Chapter’s work for Day 1.  


