
  

 

 

 

Year Two 
 

     School teachers are fond of saying that, in life, the days crawl while the years fly.  It already has been 
one year since Dateline District made its debut while the District of San Francisco New Orleans itself was 
springing to life.  The goal then was to help the members of our newly-formed family tell their own  
stories as a means by which our District could somehow begin to discover itself.  The chronicles of 
where we each had been, now found ourselves, and were headed would begin to introduce us to 
each other and to what we could become together.   
     As Dateline District begins its second year, that is still the goal.  Whenever anything new is started, 
there tends to be a certain anxiety about what might be forgotten or lost in translation.  In our case, we 
trust our collective Lasallian memory to close the worrisome distance between past and present by 
connecting us to both — and to one another — through our common and timeless language of mission.  
The storytelling of Brothers and Partners contained here is a critical part of this dynamic, allowing all to 
see where our lines converge, where our eras and our spirits touch. For instance, in this issue, you will read: 
 

 ▪ How the journeys of a new school from Concord are helping it to find its Lasallian old soul . 
 ▪ How an alum’s reflection at a faculty retreat captured both the heart of a man and the spirit of an era.  
 ▪ How some former Brothers’ treasured pasts keep leading them to encounters with the Lasallian future.    
 ▪ How a school in Berkeley is gearing up for its next chapter by remembering its pioneers. 
 ▪ How a Santa Fe community’s stream of summer visitors left its retired Brothers both reaffirmed in  
   and reassured about the legacy of their work.   
  

     Inevitably, the forming and the growth of our District will be characterized by both the recollection 
of familiar words and ways and the emergence of new voices and perspectives.  Through the ongoing 
conversation of moment and memory that occurs within our District storytelling, all that we seek to do 
will be built on all that has been done, just as all that has come before will continue to live within all 
that begins anew.  Welcome to Volume 2 of Dateline District, and follow the adventures of our SFNO 
Lasallians as they head out each day to remember our future.   
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Leadership Calendar 
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Lasallian 

Formation Events 
 
International Lasallian Days of Peace 

September 21-October 21 

 

Academic Assistant Principals 

October 25-27 | Mont La Salle 

 

Financial Directors 

November 3-5 | Mont La Salle 

 

Data Coordinators 

November 16 | Mont La Salle 

 

Huether Lasallian Conference 

November 19-21 | Chicago. IL 

 

 

Quick Links 
 
Lasallian Family Portal 

 

Christian Brothers Conference 

 

District of Eastern North America 

 

Midwest District 

 

Francophone Canada District 

 

Brothers Vocation 

 

Lasallian Volunteers 

 

Young Lasallians Facebook 

 

Bulletin Board  
 

Around the Institute 
 

Registration continues for the 2015 Huether Lasallian Conference, 

“Lasallian Educational Community: Hands & Hearts Associated 

for Mission”, November 19-21 in Chicago, IL. 

 

Christian Brothers Conference has full coverage of our RELAN 

Lasallians’ attendance at Pope Francis’ visits to Washington 

D.C., New York City, and Philadelphia, including a downloadable  

commemorative booklet. 

 

Visit the newly-redesigned Brothers Vocation website. 

 

Former Lasallian Volunteer Katie Christensen has been named 

Recruitment Coordinator for Lasallian Volunteers by Christian 

Brothers Conference.  Katie is a 2008 graduate of Mullen High 

School in Denver, CO. 

 

The De La Salle Brother and Marist Brothers have announced 

the launch of The Fratelli Project documentary, which presents 

both congregations’ efforts in aiding refugee children in Lebanon. 

 

Miss the latest issue of De La Salle Today?  Read it here! 

 

Pepper-Uppers 
 

Did you know that babies are nauseated by the smell of clean 

clothes on persons who are running late for work? 

 

People can do any amount of work, provided it is not the work 

they’re supposed to be doing at the moment. 

 

We learn something every day, and lots of times it's that what 

we learned the day before was wrong. 

 

It’s a shame the only people who know how to run the country 

are too busy driving cabs and cutting hair. 

 

The surest sign that intelligent life exists elsewhere in the       

universe is that none of it has ever tried to contact us. 

 

You know you’ve gotten old when you drive home from a party 

and the post office is still open. 

 

I’ve never been very bright.  In school, my IQ test came back negative. 

 

You should always go to people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t 

come to yours.  (R.I.P. Yogi Berra) 

http://www.lasalle.org/en/
http://www.lasallian.info/
http://www.fscdena.org/
http://www.cbmidwest.org/WP1/
http://www.delasalle.qc.ca/fr/accueil.asp?pageID=243&l=1
http://www.brothersvocation.org/
http://www.lasallianvolunteers.org/lv2010/
https://www.facebook.com/YoungLasalliansRelan
http://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/huether/2015-huether-lasallian-conference/
http://www.lasallian.info/2015/10/02/lasallians-attend-events-at-all-three-papal-stops/
http://www.lasallian.info/2015/10/02/lasallians-attend-events-at-all-three-papal-stops/
http://brothersvocation.org/
http://www.lasallian.info/2015/09/03/new-recruitment-coordinator-for-lasallian-volunteers-2/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2015/10/two-congregations-launch-documentary-on-refugee-project-in-lebanon/
http://www.lasallian.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/De_La_Salle_Today_Autumn_2015_website.pdf
http://www.delasalle.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/MonthlyCalendar-10-15.pdf
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Communities & Ministries 
 

Archbishop Rummel High School | Metairie, LA 
 

New Leadership 
 Class of 1990 alumnus Marc Milano has begun his first year as principal 
at Archbishop Rummel High School.  He served for 21 years as an educator 
and administrator in the Jefferson Parish public school system prior to      
beginning his role as Archbishop Rummel principal/CEO on July 1, 2015.  
Assisting Milano in the administration of the school are Casey Cadella, assistant 
principal of admissions and communications; Richard Carpenter, assistant 
principal of discipline and student achievement; and Douglas Neill, assistant 
principal for academics and instruction.  Continuing his term as president of 
Archbishop Rummel is Brother Gale Condit, FSC. 
 

Senior Tradition 
 Beginning with the Class of 1995, senior class officer Connor Killian, president, continued 
the tradition of lighting the Senior Candle while Joseph Holt, secretary, assisted.  The senior 
candle tradition goes back to 1995 when the idea 
was proposed by the late Fr. Wayne Roca, SJ, 
school chaplain.  His original blessing of the senior 
candle has been passed down through the years.   
 

Big Brothers 
 The Big Brothers organization on the Archbishop 
Rummel campus is a senior group that transitions 
new Raiders to the high school campus.  With the 
beginning of the 2015-16 school year, the Big 
Brothers were heavily involved in all orientation  
programs for new 8th and 9th graders.  During the 
school year they will continue to work with the new 
students by visiting homerooms throughout the year 
and encouraging the new students’ participation in 
school events. 
 

Knot Ties 
 Student Council members at Archbishop Rummel along with many of the faculty spent their 
time in homeroom recently teaching the 8th and 9th graders how to tie neckties and the newly 

added school bow ties.  Students wear the 
ties for school Mass, special events, and     
assemblies, so school leaders encourage all 
students to know the proper techniques of 
tying traditional and bow ties.  
 

Chemistry Work 
 An instructor in the school’s chemistry 
classes reviewed lab safety and the location 
of safety equipment in the lab before using 
proper measuring techniques to find the mass 
and volume of water and other liquids. Students 
presented their results.  This will be one of 
many labs to come for the junior level class. 
Before using proper measuring techniques 

Mr. Marc Milano 

A Student Council member helps a younger Raider 

with his school necktie.  

Chemistry students combine scholarship and safety in class. 
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to find the mass and volume of water and other liquids, students in the chemistry classes at 
Archbishop Rummel High School reviewed lab safety and located safety equipment in the 
chemistry lab.   
 

Mr. Joseph Serio 
Correspondent 

 

Cathedral High School | El Paso, TX 
 

     Our community of six includes four Brothers: Alphonse J. LeBlanc, José N. “Nick” González, 
James N. Grahmann, and Mariano López.  Brother Nick is president of the school; Brother 
Mariano a full-time religion teacher; Brother Alphonse is community Director and retired but 
teaching one religion class; and Brother James is retired and busy with personal projects.  

     Our other two community members are 
Lasallian Volunteers Sheila Garcia and Becca 
Hulick. Sheila is here for her second year 
here and Becca for her first. Sheila is a  
graduate of St. Mary’s College in Moraga, 
while Becca graduated from Penn State    
University. Becca heard about Lasallian    
Volunteers from an aunt who is Sister of St. 
Joseph, works at St. Mary’s College in   
Moraga, and lives with the Brothers there.  
     We held our first community meeting at a 
nearby retreat and conference center and 
ended with a meal at an area restaurant. 
The community held on open house, along 
with another community of religious men and 
eight of women on September 13. The event 
was sponsored by the Diocese of El Paso 
and publicized in parish bulletins. We had 

about 40 visitors.  
     Our Lasallian Volunteers attended a campus ministry workshop at Saint Joseph’s Camp on 
the Russian River, California, September 16-20. Br. James made a retreat at the contemplative 
Monastery of Christ in the Desert on the Chama River about a two-hour drive north of Santa 
Fe. He also attended a family reunion in Hallettsville, Texas, in June and visited relatives in the 
Houston area. Br. Alphonse has been to Directors meetings and visited family in the South. 
Br. Nick has been to District Council meetings and attended the Secondary School Administrators 
Association meeting in Albuquerque, NM . Br. Mariano has been much involved with student 
retreats and visited family in Santa Fe. 
 

Brother James Grahmann, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Centro de Formación Integral La Salle | Tijuana, BC, México 
 

Tijuana te quiero.* 
 

*Tijuana I love you  in translation dots the boarder crossing area to promote a positive attitude 
towards our city.  The TJ/TQ logo appears on t-shirts, key rings and other local souvenirs.  

 

Tijuana Islands 
     Tijuana is among the few Mexican cities with islands.  The Coronado Islands are part of the 

Cathedral High School Community members (Back L-R)  
Brothers Nick Gonzalez, Mariano Lopez, and Alphonse LeBlanc. 
(Front L-R) LV Sheila Garcia, Br. James Grahmann, LV Becca Hulick. 
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municipality of Tijuana.  There are three main islands and a smaller islet: South Coronado  
Island, North Coronado Island, Central Coronado Island and the middle rock or Pile of Sugar.  
The islands are uninhabited and have two lighthouses.  They are guarded by the Mexican  
Navy.  One island has the remains of a short-lived casino from the 1930s.  The islands serve 
as a resting point for migrating whales on their way to the southern part of the Baja peninsula.  
These should not be confused with Coronado, located in the San Diego Bay.   
 

June, 2015 
     Late spring-early summer weather slowly made its way to the northern Baja peninsula: 
morning fog, sunny breezy afternoons and  cool evenings. Our director, Juan Ignacio, and our 
Lasallian volunteer, Pita, spent part of the first week of June in Saltillo participating in the end-
of-the-year Lasallian Volunteers' Retreat.  Saltillo, in the state of Coahilla, in addition to the 
retreat center members of the District work in Casa Hogar de los Pequeños San Jose,        
Escuela La Salle, Colegio Ignacio Zaragoza and the Universidad La Salle, Saltillo. I went on 
Sunday afternoon to see a wonder documentary on the City of Jerusalem at the IMAX theater 
at the Tijuana Cultural Center.  The 45-minute film explores the city from Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim perspectives.  Ciudad Juárez broke two Guinness Records this month: the 
world's largest margarita at 300 liters and the biggest burrito at 2.7 kilometers.  The Mexican 
Army located 41 tons of marijuana in a storage building.  This is the biggest drug bust on record.  
     We hosted, overnight, the 14 students attending the Lasallian Youth Conference in San 
Diego.  Brother David of Youth and Vocational Ministry and a teacher from Hermosillo accom-
panied the students.  Alma Mejía-García, Project Manager for the Lasallians Without Boarders 
initiative visited Tijuana on Tuesday, June 23.  We met at the San Yisdro Mac Donald's, 
walked across the international boarder, had lunch, visited our educational center and talked 
about immigrant issues. We worked together at San Miguel High School in Tucson as part of 
the founding faculty in 2004.  Juan Ignacio made a quick trip to San Juan de los Lagos for the 
Robbing Ceremony to initiate the interdistrict novitiate.   
     The last weekend of the month was full of activities: the annual Book Fair at the Tijuana 
Cultural Center and the Caesar Salad Festival in the Calle Revolución.  Was created here in 
Tijuana at the Caesar's Hotel by Caesar Cardini, an Italian immigrant.  You have probably 
seen the Cardini salad dressings in your local supermarket.   
 

Open High School 
     A new Open High School program has been established by the Federal Education Secretary. 
The new program of 22 classes replaces the old one of 33 classes. Juan Ignacio and I visited 
the Open High School Office located in downtown to inquire about the new program.  Based 
on our findings we are going to begin the new program in September.  We have created a 
structured program to cover the 22 courses in 6 semesters. Classes will be from 6:00-8:00 in 
the evening from Monday through Friday.  The formative class will be included. We hope this 
new 2-year program will serve the needs of our young and adult students. A number of young 
people complete the Open Junior High Program and want to continue to study with us.  Many 
of these young people are working to support their families and were not able to continue in    
normal schools for economic, conduct, or academic difficulties.  There are also a number of 
not-so-young adults that want to complete their high school education.  We offer them a    
second chance. 
 

July, 2015 
     We held our third faculty meeting of the year on Saturday, July 4th.  Brother José de la Torre 
García from Ciudad Obregón made the presentations to our faculty on Lasallian spirituality.  
We concluded our Spring-Summer trimester on Saturday, July 11th.  The day began with 
Mass and First communion for two students, and the awarding of 100 hour Diplomas.  After 
Mass began the food, student expositions, music and fun until late in the afternoon. Also on 
July 11th, Tijuana celebrated its 126th anniversary.  The city was founded in 1889. Tropical 
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Storm Dolores brought rain to Tijuana on July 18th and 19th.  This is rare summer weather.  
Culinary explorations this month included artisan cheese Santa Brígida, Columbian food 
(arrepas) in Playas de Tijuana and  a Vietnamese Pho restaurant, Pequeño Saigon.  Various 
soups, spring rolls and Vietnamese tacos are featured.  This is a good reason for the San  
Jose Community to visit Tijuana.  
     On Monday, July 20th the community dispersed to various parts of the Mexican Republic: 
Juan Ignacio to the novitiate to give the sub-director a break for a week and then onto Guada-
lajara; Ernesto to the community in Guadalajara for a few of R & R; Pita our Lasallian Volunteer 
to Monterrey to begin teaching at Instituto Regiomontano: Unidad Chepevera; and a couple of 
days later I boarded an early morning American Airlines flight to Dallas and then onto Panamá 
City, Panamá.  
 

Summer Travels. 2015: Panamá City, Panamá 
     I spent a wonderful week exploring the historical center, Casco Viejo in Panamá.  When 
the construction of the Panamá Canal began in 1904, this was the entire city of Panamá.  It is 
a works in progress in which the old crumbling buildings are being restored to their former  
colonial glory.  It is a combination of living and working space, hand-crafts shops and interest-
ing restaurants.  Panamá is a coffee-growing country.  I enjoyed daily rich cups of coffee and 
bought some to savor back home.   
     The President of the Republic maintains his residency there facing the modern Panamá 
City skyline as well as a number of government agencies.  The Ministry of the Interior is in the 
former Colegio La Salle de Panamá.  Day trips were taken to Panamá Viejo to explore the 
ruins of the original city destroyed by Captain Henry Morgan in 1671 and to the Miraflores 
locks at the famed Panamá Canal.  A new multi-level building has been constructed  that 
houses a canal museum, a film presentation on the construction of the canal and prime view-
ing terraces.  A new wider parallel canal is near completion that will allow modern ships to  
pass.  It takes a ship between 8 and 10 hours to pass the Pacific and Atlantic locks.   
     Casco Viejo houses historic churches: the Cathedral of Santa María la antigua, the golden 
altar retablo at the Church of San José and Our Lady of Merced.  The original front of the 
church was moved from Panamá Viejo.  Ruins are all that remains of the Dominican and   
Jesuit Churches.  Casco Viejo housed three informative museums: The Museum of colonial 
religious art, The Interoceanic Canal Museum and The History of Panamá Museum in the former 
city hall.  Next to the Ministry of Culture is a plaza dedicated to the French attempt to dig the 
canal.  Simón Bolivar has his own tree-lined plaza, as well as the Liberty Plaza in front of the 
Cathedral.  Ministry of Culture workers who staff the Cathedral took me on a sneak trip into 
the crypts below the main altar. Green spaces and recreational areas have been created along 
the coasts that allow for breath-taking views of the Pacific Ocean and modern Panamá City.   
 

August, 2015  
     I spent the first week of August in Mexico City studying violence, peace and reconciliation 
en the Bible.  We spent time interpreting "difficult texts" from the Old and New Testament that 
are violent. I went to see a wonderful exposition of  photos of Frida Khalo at the Tijuana    
Cultural Center. Family, friends, childhood and adult photos make up this interesting collec-
tion. Frida Khalo was the wife of the famed muralist Diego Rivera and an artist herself.  The 
license plate from our van was stolen from a parking lot near the boarder.  Calls were made 
to DLSI and I registered the theft in the Public Ministry Office.  I made a copy to post in the 
back window and carried the original.  This is a common crime.  The license are often put on 
cars to commit crimes and transport people and drugs into the United States.   
     On August 18th, our two new Lasallian Volunteers, Aide and Susie, arrived in Tijuana.  
Aide is from Santa Polonia near Matamorros and Susy, from Chihuahua.  On August 19th a 
new walking entry was inaugurated. The Puerta Peatonal Tijuana-San Ysidro Este is a state 
of the art immigration facility. Proof of citizenship or residency documents for foreigners (like  
me) or the purchase of  a Tourist Visa for 7-day stays or more will be enforced.   It is estimated 
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that 22 thousand people cross on foot between Mexico and the USA daily.   
     We began our CAP meeting for the new academic year.  We chose the Gospel verse: Be 
merciful as your Heavenly Father is merciful. (Luke 6, 36) as our guiding value.  We began 
the meetings here in the community and then finished in Ensenada.  We visited the wine 
growing region and watched Carnival cruse ships come into port and ate great fish and  
shrimp tacos.  We began our enrollment for the new semester on the 31st.  
 

September 2015 
     We ended the first week of the month enrolling close to 1800 new and returning students.  
We held the new student orientation on Saturday, September 5th and began classes on  
Monday, September 7th, Labor Day USA.  Mexico celebrates Labor Day on May 1.  Tijuana 
was full of families and tourists enjoying the three-day weekend.  The boarder crossings were 
a nightmare. There are over 80 in the state located in the cities of Tijuana, Tecate and    
Ensenada.  Tijuana is home to 40 of these artisan brews.   
     As I put the finishing touches on this edition of the Dateline Tijuana is bathed in white, green 
and red, the colors of the Mexican Flag to celebrate Mexican Independence on September 
16.  On this day in 1819 Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla initiated a rebellion against Spain that had 
dominated the Mexican continent for 300 years. 
 

Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent  

 
Christian Brothers School | New Orleans, LA 
 

     The 2015-2016 school year got underway with plenty of activities, including a new parents' 
meeting, Open House, first day events, the new dads' dinner and the requisite fire, lockdown 
and tornado drills. 

     Back to School Night for all parents on August 
19 started with an introduction of the Father-
Son Fishing Rodeo activity in the Cultural Center, 
then parents visited their son's homerooms to 
meet teachers. 
     Mrs. Sandy Dischner, business manager, 
enjoys listening to radio station Voodoo 104 in 
her free time, and she entered and won a  
Community Coffee coffee break for her coworkers!  
The CC mobile van pulled up in front of school 
and treated faculty and staff to hot coffee and 
iced lattés. 
     New Orleans City Park cut the ribbon on a 
new playground at the already popular Festival 
Grounds. Located between Christian Brothers 
School and the Reunion Shelter on Friederichs 
Avenue, the playground sits inside a paved 
concrete circle. It is that circular shape that lent 
its  geometric details to the playground's name: 

Sir Cumference. The playground includes climbing areas, monkey bars, a slide, balance 
beams, and musical instruments for kids to play. The playground is geared towards children 
ages 5 to 12 years old. City Park requested some of our 7th graders to join the festivities and 
help "christen" the playground. 
     The Christian Brothers Foundation members hosted a get-together for new dads at the 
school on August 26, and as usual, it was well attended. 

President-Principal Joey Scaffidi speaks about the school 
to fifth-grader on their first day at CBS. 
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     Deacon Len Enger, homeroom  
teacher of 5L, was ordained a perma-
nent deacon June 27, and is now 
"Deacon Len" to everyone at CBS. 
     Our school chaplain Fr. Stephen 
Dardis, L.C. led a group of CBS families 
to Rome and Medjugorje during the 
summer, including visiting the Basilica 
and Tomb of St. Peter and the Roman 
Coliseum. 
 

Mr. Rick Reso 
Correspondent 

 

De La Salle Academy | Concord, CA 
 

     De La Salle Academy began in August 2014 with thirty-four students who came from six-
teen different schools.  Much of our first year was spent learning what it means to be a Lasallian, 
as well as a Young Spartan.  We’re extremely proud of the progress the Young Spartans 
made in just one year! Most of our boys grew academically, with twenty-three of the thirty-four 
students earning second semester honor roll status (3.0 or higher GPA with 1 or 2 in effort/
behavior).  They not only grew academically, they grew spiritually as well.  For many of the 
boys, being part of the Academy was the first time they had studied religion.  Their questions 
and curiosities were thoughtful and very powerful!  
     In July we welcomed eighteen boys to De La Salle Academy to begin their journey as 
Young Spartans in the fifth grade.  These boys participated in a mandatory two-week Readi-
ness Program.  This program was intended to indoctrinate them into Lasallian community and 

give them a sense of what it means 
to be a student at De La Salle Acad-
emy.  It was a joy to see the “older 
brothers” in grades 6 and 7 serve as 
role models.  All fifty students are 
looked forward to starting the school 
year on August 17th, when the “Big 
Brothers” of De La Salle High School 
will be back volunteering during 
homework hour at the Academy! 
     The Young Spartans of De La Salle 
Academy have a true sense of the 

Spartan Brotherhood. Each Friday   
during the morning assembly they  
anxiously wait to nominate others for 

“good deeds” they have witnessed throughout the week.  Good deeds nominations are a 
powerful time in our school community.  It’s wonderful to hear all the good being recognized 
among staff and students alike.  Aside from the academic learning, the boys are truly learning 
what it means to be part of a brotherhood. 
     Typically, most schools have summer break.  Rather than having the entire summer away 
from school all of the Young Spartans at De La Salle Academy participated in a mandatory, 
month-long, summer camp program from July 6 – 31, 2015.  Monday through Thursday     
summer camp mornings were filled with academic classes in Language Arts and Math.  Each 
afternoon, following silent reading, the boys headed over to the Concord Youth Center to 

Fr. Stephen Dardis and CBS families at the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome. 

The DLSA 2015-16 faculty: (Back L-R): Br. Anthony Lenz, Teri Cullen,  
Carly Myrtle, Abby Michels (LV), Br. Lawrence Goyette, Jose Rodriguez. 
(Front L-R): Fernanda Olivera, Principal Marilyn Paquette, Anthony Carbone (LV). 
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practice good sportsmanship and brush up 
on agility skills.  Each Friday during the sum-
mer camp program faculty and students head-
ed off campus for Fun Friday Field Trips. 
From Diablo Valley Bowl in Concord, to the 
Blackhawk Museum in Danville, to an art class 
at De Marillac Academy in San Francisco to 
the State Capitol in Sacramento, the Young 
Spartans learned so much outside the class-
room and had a lot of fun in the process! 
     Now that the Academy’s second year is 
well-underway, we are already anticipating 
our first quarter report cards. We’ve had  
multiple parent teacher evenings where the 
attendance rate hovers close to 100%; our 
entire seventh grade class spent the week at 
Yellowstone   National Park; the boys are 
maturing spiritually and academically and 
more fully understanding what it means to be a Lasallian. 
     If you are interested in visiting De La Salle Academy, please contact the school (925) 288-
8200 to arrange a tour!  The Young Spartans are always willing to show off their school.     
Also, be sure to visit our new De La Salle Academy Facebook page!  
 

Ms. Marilyn Paquette and Brother Lawrence Goyette, FSC 
Correspondents  

 

De La Salle High School | New Orleans, LA 
 

     Students at De La Salle have opportunities to experience leadership through national and 
international leadership conferences over their summer break. This summer students had the 
opportunity to attend a leadership conference in Davos, Switzerland and a Lasallian Student 

Leadership (LSL) conference at St. Mary’s 
College in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Each conference focused on developing a 
student’s leadership skills, though each fo-
cused their efforts through a different lens. 
  Seven students, including rising fresh-
men Trevor Mills, Alexander Coit, and  
Henry Fairbanks; rising sophomores, Zoë 
Stambaugh , Mary Frank, and Ricky       
Williamson, and rising senior Carter       
Burwell, accompanied by Ms. Jessica 
Meehan, attended Education First’s Global 
Student Leadership Conference in Davos, 
Switzerland.  
     The theme of the summit was “The    

Future of Education and Innovation in Education.” The conference challenged the students to 
use Design Thinking to identify challenges and design solution to the challenges facing      
education.  Students spent two days in intensive workshops to learn design thinking, build   
leadership skills, and design a solution to a problem to be presented at the final idea village. Over 
2000 students from around the world participated in the event.   

The "Seniors" at DLSA: 7th graders who will be the first  
graduating class in 2017. 

De La Salle High School students and moderators in Davos. 

https://www.facebook.com/De-La-Salle-Academy-Concord-1622727828008513/timeline/
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     The Cavaliers preceded the summit with a seven-day tour in Finland and Switzerland.   
Finland and Switzerland are globally touted as leaders in education. Sightseeing was coupled 
with a look into the education systems and traditions of each location. Students discussed 
similarities and differences between their systems and reflected together on what changes 
would mean. 
     “We had a traditional Finnish dinner of reindeer,” Henry Fairbanks said, “and that was    
different.”  Henry said he enjoyed visiting a traditional church and a palace in Switzerland.  
The class that struck him most was one in which the teacher used Legos to teach Physics. 
     Zoë Stambaugh said she went to a session on teaching kindergartners to survive in the 
wilderness.  “We saw a video on teaching little kids how to survive in the forest,” Zoë said, 
“and I wish I’d gone to that kind of kindergarten.”  Zoë said the experience was a great one, 
adding, “It was great fun, and I liked Switzerland best because of the beautiful mountains.” 
     “The was a great experience, exposing me to new things, new beliefs, and new culture,”     
Trevor Mills said.  “It was fun, valuable, and eye-opening, being able to experience other cultures.” 
     Halfway around the world, twelve De La Salle students and two advisers also attended the 
annual Lasallian Student Leadership (LSL) conference at St. Mary’s College, a Christian 
Brothers’ college, in Moraga, CA. 
     The students included seniors Colton 
Gray, Jordan Rankins, and Allie Simmons, 
and juniors Brandon Blackwell, Sydney 
Briscoe-Curtis, Jackie Johnson, Chloé  
Rihner, Tyler Mouton, Demi Robinette, 
Raekwon Thomas, Mia Steward, and   Ricco 
Wheat.  Accompanying them were math 
teacher Mrs. Kate Cunningham and Director 
of Student Activities Mr. Justin Martineau.    
     From the moment students arrived 
they were thrust into an intensive leader-
ship development program. Within the first 
two days of the one-week conference, stu-
dents were given the reins to plan the 
events for the remainder of their confer-
ence, together, and with minimal guidance 
from their moderators.  
     “It was an amazing experience; I loved 
it,” senior Allie Simmons said; “I was part of 
the team who produced the daily blog, and I got to interview more people and got to know 
them more.” 
     Junior Tyler Mouton said, “It was an emotional experience for me.  I grew closer to God 
and to my Lasallian family.”   He added that “it was cool getting to know other people’s under-
standing of the Lasallian Core Principles and how they incorporate them into their lives.” 
Senior Jordan Rankins said, “It was a great way to improve my leadership skills; I learned 
how to work with other people and their gifts and skill sets.” 
      “I liked how we met other Lasallian students,” junior Jackie Johnson said.  “I found that 
every school felt like a family, so it was easier to get to know them.  I believe Lasallian 
schools are special.  I know our teachers are special because they treat us with respect, and 
the kids from the other schools felt the same way.” 

Ms. Kathy Calder, AFSC 
Correspondent 

 

 

The Cavaliers were well-represented at this year’s LSL gathering.  
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Hilary House Community | Santa Fe, NM       
 

     Br. Don Mouton continues his teaching load at Santa Fe University of Art & Design.  His 
classes have very full enrollment. 
     Br. Ron Bartusiak continues his physical plant work at the University as well.  However, as 
this is being written, he is attending an annual meeting of physical plant folks.  This one is in 
Bozeman Montana. 
     Br. Jim Brown continues his volunteer Campus Ministry work two days a week at Santa Fe 
Community College.  With his own brother Bob's death this summer he is now the lone      
surviving member of his immediate family.  Because of this he has been kept busy settling the 
many affairs needed for his brother. 
     We look forward to the visit of Br. Donald Johanson, Visitor, in October. 
 

Brother James Brown, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Holy Family Community | Napa, CA 
 

     While out Holy Family dining room was undergoing major renovation in June, for about a 
week and a half, we took our meals in the large Novitiate classroom. The dining room is larger 
because the partition separating it from the food service area has been removed. We have 
new tables and new dining chairs. 
     Joan Kelly, former member of the De La Salle Institute staff, then special assistant in our 
Holy Family Community, retired at the end of June. On Tuesday, June 16, she was honored 
at the “first-class” party in the Dining Hall attended by many DLSI staff, Provincialate and Holy 
Family Communities, Nursing staff, and friends. 
     Two days later, the 18th, we gave another party. This one was in appreciation of our nurses, 
caregivers, and housekeepers. Each one was acknowledged, thanked, and presented with a gift. 
     Mr. Dennis Tang from Singapore was with us for five days in late June while he made a 
private Retreat. Brother Gerard Rummery from Australia spent a few days in our community 
at the end of June. He was working with Brother George on several Lasallian projects. 
     Brother Donald Mouton and Linda Sunseri were with us for a few days in mid-July while 
visiting with Brother Paul Walsh. After being in our Holy Family Community for some six 
months, Brother Stan Sobczyk returned to Saint Mary’s College, Moraga, on August 12. 
     Brother Peter deGroot from Ethiopia spent his biennial vacation based in our Holy Family 
Community from July 18 to September 3. He visited relatives in the Central Valley, relaxed for 
a week at the “River” and had checkups with his dentist and doctors. 
     In mid-June Brother George Van Grieken gave a Retreat to the Brothers in Santa Fe. In 
July he participated in an 8-day Lasallian Camino pilgrimage in Spain with Brothers from the 
U.S. and from Spain. And at the end of August he went to Lincroft, NJ, to help write the curric-
ulum for an LV Spiritual Companionship program. Currently, he is developing a new Lasallian 
Resource Center in the District, located in the former Novitiate building. 
 

Brother Conrad Kearney, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Justin Siena High School | Napa, CA 
 

     The following is a reflection, “My Lasallian Journey”, presented by Justin-Siena alumnus 
Louis Pierotti, at the school’s faculty-staff retreat on August 12, 2015. 
 
     My Lasallian journey began when I was 10 years old in the 5th grade. 
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     Brother Patrick came to discuss teaching vocations with Sister Marie Rosetta's class at the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, a parish school run by the Sisters of Notre Dame in Belmont,   
California. 
     Brother Patrick was a real anomaly to all the the kids in Sister Marie's class because he 
was a man dressed in black, with a white collar that looked exactly like the tablets Moses 
used to share the Ten Commandments with the Israelites. 
     He was dressed in black and white, but unlike all the people I had seen in habits, up to 
that day, he was a man. Aside from the red complexioned Irish priests at mass, he was one of 
my first real Men in Black. 
     I remember being quite moved by his presentation and thinking that Brother Patrick was 
pretty cool, and teaching was what I wanted to do when I grew up. The years came and went 
as did my ambitions and aspirations. 
     I should mention that my dad was a CB boy who had attended St. Mary's College High 
School, back in the day when it was a boarding school housed in the awe inspiring 
Victorian mansion dubbed the Duff House, (a palatial estate in Peralta Park that had formerly 
been a retirement home for professional actors). My dad was later politely asked to leave 
SMCH, and finished his high school career at Piedmont High in Oakland. 
     After a brief stint at Saint Mary's college he dropped out. The allure of the Paramount  
Theatre Movie Palace was too much for young Len, so he took a job there as the assistant 
manager, instead of cutting his college classes and sneaking out to the movies every day. 
They kept that job open for him, with the uniform and the epaulettes that he loved so much, 
while he went and fought in the Second World War. 
     When my father returned from the war, and eventually started a family, there came a day 
when he took up a new job in the Napa Valley where we moved and became parishioners at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. When the pastor dissed the Napa Valley Public Schools 
my mother retaliated by enrolling me in the nearest pagan enclave; Silverado Junior High 
School. 
     As an inmate at SJHS I was not afforded a religious education. Which is probably just as 
well. Although in later years I observed that Catholic School kids could be as foul mouthed as 
the best of the pagans. 
     This is when I had my first experience with CCD. You know, the kids who came in and   
rifled your desks when the nuns weren't looking. Little did I know at the time what a stroke of 
luck this was for me because St. John's had contracted Mont La Salle to have their novices 
run the CCD program. Now remember, this was 1966, so some of the novices were banner-
waving, Fellini- watching, Birkenstock-wearing, Kumbaya-strumming, anti-war vegetarians. In 
short, many of them were young, hip, passionate, theological, and very focused on social   
justice issues. In fact a couple of them were draft-dodgers who got inebriated one night, and 
decided their safest option, other than Canada, was the brotherhood. 
     This was also the year I met Jim Day. Jim and I both went to Silverado, and by some     
coincidence our parents decided that we would be better human beings if we worked with 
Head Start for the summer. I was getting too old for summer camp, and too young for a good 
paying job, and my parents had to get me out of the house somehow, so Jim and I did our  
inexperienced best to help in our first educational program. It was our first real teaching gig 
and we gained a great deal of insight into education. Although, truth be known, most of our 
young attention spans were spent flirting with Teresa Hamilton and Shelly Smith. God, they 
were cute! 
     Over the years, through summer camp and CCD I took numerous field trips with the  
Brothers. The Russian River, Goat Rock, and the Napa State Hospital. These novices weren't 
the run of them mill clerics, they had an agenda and acted on it. They always had time for me, 
and like big brothers listened carefully to my adolescent dilemmas about girls and God. Under 
the spell of their influence I attended a week long vocational workshop at Mount La Salle so 
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that I could see what the daily life of a Brother was like. For leisure reading Brother James, 
the head Brother (a marine corps, old school kinda guy), made us choose the life of a saint to 
read during our contemplative hours. When one of the young brothers caught wind of this he 
gave me his paperback copy of Martin Luther King Junior's Strength to Love. A brilliant      
collection of inspirational sermons that I recommend to this day. I tucked it carefully beneath 
the cover of the life of St. Ignatius Loyola and devoured it. It was one the best spiritual        
experiences of my life. 
     When the opportunity to go to Justin High school arose, I jumped at it. As I mentioned, my 
dad was a Brother's Boy and by the time I was fourteen, the Christian Brothers held a real 
fascination for me. Let's face it, the only other option was to go to Napa High, which at the 
time was bursting with 2,500 really disenchanted kids. 
     Brother Conrad, Brother Hubert, Brother Beade, Brother Richard, Brother George, Brother 
Kenneth, Brother Larry, Brother John and many others guided me through the rocky rapids of 
adolescence and helped me navigate my teen years. This may come as a real shock to those 
of you who know me as a shy, diplomatic, introverted, and modest adult, but I was a real jerk 
in high school. I was constantly in trouble because of my talkative need for attention. What 
kept me in school was the Brothers belief that in spite of everything I was a decent cheerleader, a 
well intended student council member, a ham actor, and basically a good kid. The retreats 
they offered me made me feel like I was the member of a loving community, a group of     
people larger than my adolescent ego. 
     After four memorable years I walked the aisle with the third graduating class of what was 
becoming Justin-Siena High School. They gave me a scholarship to go to Saint Mary's      
College, not because I was a great student, but because they somehow knew that I would 
eventually come around. I am proud to say that my first semester at SMC garnered me my 
first 4.0, and even though the class of '76 displayed some rather dubious taste, they elected 
my as their valedictorian and I was awarded me the Medal for English. 
     After numerous years in the theatre business, and the corporate world of marketing and 
fundraising, I finally put aside my fear of poverty and returned to the place Brother Patrick had 
led me so long ago; teaching. After twenty-seven years in the classroom, I now look back with 
absolutely no regrets, realizing that every step of the way, St. Jean Baptiste de La Salle was 
shadowing me and murmuring, "We've got to make something of this middle class kid,        
because if we don't, nobody else will." 
     I can't begin to tell you how happy I am to return to the school that shaped me into who I 
am today. I am indebted to my students for their inspiration, and my purpose, and I pledge to 
continue the effort to someday make myself worthy of this great calling we all share. 
 
St. Jean Baptiste de La Salle...... St. Catherine of Siena....Live Jesus in our hearts.......  
 

Contributed by Mr. Robert Jordan 
President 

 

Les Amis des Frères 
 

Some call us “the Mont La Salle Alumni”; we call ourselves, in French, “Friends of the Brothers.”  
We are Christian Brothers, former Brothers and their families, and their friends and supporters. 
We have a members-only Facebook page, and we write for this newsletter each quarter. 
 

Summer 2015 Activities 
     Our annual retreat/encampment/gathering took place at St. Joseph's Camp from July 8 to 
16, 2015.  Some of us stayed just a few days or the weekend; some stayed the whole time.  
The high point of each day was the prayer service or communion service or mass each after-
noon followed by the social hour and dinner at one big table in the lodge.  We are grateful to 
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Deacon Charlie Stanton for leading our 
prayer services again this year. 
     Our twenty-first annual reunion-
picnic was at Mont La Salle September 
20.  We invited all our members and 
friends and fellow alumni to join us each 
year, and we took time to honor a few 
notable individuals: more about them in 
the next newsletter. This year's reunion-
picnic especially welcomed the entire 
juniorate graduating class of 1965.  
 

Les Amis updates 
     Les Amis des Frères send our best 

wishes and prayers for the health of  our friend Brother Mark Murphy, FSC ('60)  and for the 
blessed repose of  our friend Brother Clarence Schenk, FSC.   
     We welcome to our group Mike O'Gorman ('34).  Pat O'Brien writes that Mike's religious 
name was Brother Simeon Michael; he was born in Berkeley December 4, 1915. He entered 
the Juniorate in July 1932, the novitiate in 1934, Scholasticate in 1935, taught at Sacred 
Heart from 1937 until he left in 1942. The late Brothers Edmund Dolan and Luke Daly were in 
his group as well as Lawrence Cory who is a member of Les Amis. 
 
Summer 2016 Announcement 
     Our 2016 annual retreat at Saint Joseph Camp will be from Monday, June 27, 2016 to 
Monday, July 4, 2016.    More details in early spring 2016. Save the dates! 
 

Our favorite Charities 
     Les Amis des Frères support the Lasallian Christian Brothers Education Foundation and 
De La Salle Academy in Concord, California. We also welcome and support the volunteer 
work of the LEO organization at De La Salle Academy. Here is an excerpt from their report to 
us: 
     One year ago LEO transformed into an after-school support program for middle school stu-
dents from impoverished neighborhoods who were selected to attend De La Salle Academy, 
a San   Miguel School model program, which focuses on intensive scholarship, faith, and in-
tegrity training designed to end the cycle of poverty and equalize the academic playing field.  
     Recruited by José Rodriguez from the poorest areas of the East Bay, the students have 
thrived in the safe academic haven which provides a 7 am to 5 pm program of academic, 
physical, and spiritual education. LEO’s 
staff and adult and student volunteers 
provide tutoring, assistance with books, 
supplies, and materials to enhance aca-
demic success.  
     De La Salle Academy is present on 
Facebook: you can visit their page to 
learn about the Academy's students and 
programs including mandatory parental 
involvement, twice-yearly home visits by 
teachers, a month-long summer camp, 
benefactor-provided weekly summer 
field trips , a beautiful gymnasium and 
physical education program across the 
street from the academy, scheduled  

Les Amis — a dinner at St. Joseph Camp on the Russian River. 

Community recreation, circa 1960.  One of the many pictures and 

stores in the Les Amis collection. 
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prayer and a daily community assembly.  
     Bro. Lawrence Goyette FSC, founder of the San Miguel School Program, is spending a 
year at De Le Salle Academy in Concord as his sabbatical. 
     Brother Anthony Lenz FSC has returned to the Bay Area and is working at De La Salle 
Academy in a variety of roles.  
     LEO's staff and volunteers from Saint Mary's College (including Bob Gardner AFSC and 
grad students) and U.C. Berkeley (including Dr. Mark Weisskopf) are also helping at their English 
as a Second Language Center for adults at Our Lady of Lourdes parish center in Oakland. 
 

Mike Tscheekar 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Nicholas’ Hospital | Salisbury, England 
 

     This month the College here at the Cathedral will observe its 20th anniversary as an ecu-
menical venture.  University terms in Britain do not begin until October due to the fact that we 
still follow the academic calendar of the original mediaeval universities.  However, it has been 

a rather busy summer as I spent most of my 
time interviewing new graduate students for 
this coming term and handling  admission 
documents.  Since the other students con-
tinue their research during the summer I 
have been doing tutorials regularly.  There 
have also been committee meetings at the 
new Catholic university in London. 
     There was a musical note to the summer 
as I have been able to attend the Southern     
Cathedrals' Festival where the music was 
provided by the cathedral  choirs of    
Chichester, Winchester and Salisbury.  This 
was followed in August with the Edington 
Festival of Liturgical Music here in Wiltshire 
which was sung by boys, men and women 

from a number of cathedrals as well as Oxford and Cambridge Colleges. 
     In July I was invited to the consecration of two bishops.  Episcopal consecrations are usu-
ally held in London, but the Archbishop of Canterbury wanted this rather historic occasion to 
be held in the mother church of the Communion.  One of the two bishops is a former student 
of mine.  I was in meetings the day before the ceremony, but was able to spend  some quiet 
moments between sessions in the cathedral, especially at the spot were Thomas a Becket 
was martyred. 
     The ecumenical dimension of the summer continued.  On the last Sunday of August I    
attended Choral Evensong with the Bishop of Lichfield in his cathedral and the following   
Sunday read the epistle at Mass in Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome.  Lichfield is one of the   
oldest sees in England, having been founded about the year 700.  After Evensong we were 
shown the treasures of the library by the Chancellor.  I was most impressed with a large stone 
Saxon angel which had been discovered under the present building only two years ago.  It 
has been dated  to be  around 800.  For me the most spectacular book in the library was a 
1410 copy of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales.  It was six inches thick and the original gold, red 
and blue illuminated pages are in mint condition due to the fact that they have not been ex-
posed to light.  We also saw Catherine of Aragon' personal prayer book ad well as the books 
which Dr. Samuel Johnson, born  and raised in Lichfield, used to write the first dictionary in 

A view of Sarum College and Salisbury Cathedral. 
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the l8th century. 
     The celebration in Rome the following week was hosted by Mr. Brian Stevens who is a 
Trustee of both the Vatican Library and Saint Mary's College.  A number of Saint Mary's  
alumni participated in the events in the Vatican.  We spent a good deal of time in the Sistine 
Chapel (built by Sixtus Iv) and the Sistine Hall, built by Sixtus V for the library;  it was the  
largest library hall for scholars' study in the l6th  and succeeding centuries.  I was able to 
have an extended visit with one of the art historians on the staff of the library where they are 
currently restoring this Sistine  Hall to its former glory.  We also had afternoon and evening 
receptions and meals in the Vatican Gardens with superb views of Michelangelo's dome. 
     This summer gave me the opportunity to re-read portions of Chaucer and Dr. Johnson in 
the text used by Brother Walter Smith, my English teacher at Saint Mary's College.  It is a 
book I  keep on my desk in my office and has helped me to prepare to be a pilgrim in Canterbury, 
Lichfield and Rome. 
 

Brother Patrick Moore, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Mary’s College Brothers’ Community | Moraga, CA 
 

     Untiring Brother Martin Ash spent three summer weeks cooking at the Russian River 
Camp for all comers, including a three-day stay of the Provincial Community that afforded 
themselves of the renovations on the lodge and classic views of the Russian River (that had 
flowing water in spite of California drought conditions) for their Community Annual Program.  
Martin spends his normal yearly  efforts in the College Development office with various Alumni 
interests and fundraising with special attention directed to the championship rugby team.  Be-
cause of popular demand, generated by the former trip to the Adriatic Sea, plans are in the 
works with Father Tom McGilligott for a cruise to the Erie Isle either in June or October, 2016. 
     A special memorial service honoring Brother Clarence Schenk of the SMC Alemany Com-
munity was conducted in the College Chapel on September 7 so that faculty, students and 
staff could offer their prayers and respects.  Brother Clarence intended to drive by himself to 
the Alemany Community CAP meeting and failed to arrive as planned.  Phone calls prompted 
a search of his room where his body was found without its soul, which had travelled to heaven 
instead of to the CAP meeting. 
     Father Tom McGilligott, who had planned to be away for the summer, postponed plans  
because higher travel costs predicted less than meager existence.  However, he has enjoyed 
exercising a careful study of James Joyce’s Ulysses.  He is pleased that his residence hall 
where he serves as resident director has been restored to the domain of freshmen.  In the 
Spring semester he will be conducting classes in Collegiate Seminar and Biblical Interpreta-
tion.   He is working with Brother Martin on the plans for a possible Alumni trip to Ireland.    
Father Tom has become a seasoned Irish travel guide since he has conducted ten exception-
ally popular travel courses on Irish history and culture for students each January.  He is also a 
devotee of the local theater in San Francisco, Berkeley and Danville as well as the  Francisco 
Opera.  He will be attending a Eugene O’Neil play at the Tao House, O’Neil’s actual home in 
Danville, CA, which is not far from Moraga.    
     Concerted effort, and not travels to Kentucky, the Oregon Coast or Wisconsin to visit   
family members, netted a loss of 40 lbs of avoirdupois for Brother Richard Lemberg, College     
librarian.  This feat is no mean accomplishment and worthy of congratulations.  With the com-
mencement of classes, Richard has been occupied with introducing freshmen to the intrica-
cies of a high-tech library.  He has also been working on plans for a new library, a long hoped 
for addition for a much needed research and study center for an expanded student body as 
well as programs in graduate study, including a doctoral program in education.  At the end of 
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the month he intends to plan and deliver a birthday community dinner to this community 
newsletter correspondent. 
     Community Director Brother Thomas Jones’ family ties have called him to summer      
weddings in both Illinois and Texas, after which he required a week at California Sea Ranch 
along the California coast to recoup.  Tom’s membership on the Queen of the Valley Hospital 
Board in Napa, the District Council and the College Board of Trustees and the Directors’     
Association keeps him on the move.  He is also chair of the Quality Committee at the        
Hospital, an assignment that requires extra time.  He is providing students with more       
counseling hours this year, much to their satisfaction.   
     Brother Martin Yribarren took advantage of summertime to attend the local Cummins     
Institute Workshop on Evangelization in a Digital Age, the Massa Institute at Huntington Lake, 
California, in the high Sierra, onThe Liberal Arts Seminar,  a quick recreational trip to Lake 
Pillsbury in Northern California with Brother Kenneth Cardwell and  longer treks to Virginia 
and Minnesota to visit relatives and bake pies (to the advantage of the Community.)  He also 
underwent some seemingly successful physical therapy to relieve the pangs of a strained 
neck.  He still has a consistently busy schedule as College organist and musicologist for   
special occasions. He will travel to his home town of Fresno, CA, to enjoy the 50th Anniversary 
of his high school graduation from San Joaquin Memorial HS on October 4. 
     Ever busy Brother Christopher Donnelly spent the summer at the Brothers’ camp in the 
high Sierra completing the final touches to the lodge that suffered significant damage from a 
large falling tree in the winter.   Since he is the Huntington Lake Fire Chief he supervised the 
conduct of an extensive fire prevention and containment training program during the summer.  
He also participated in curtailing two California fires, the Rough and Black Hill fires.  He is 
now working on the completion of the Sports Conditioning Facility at the site of the former 
College swimming pool, (a new pool adjoins the Joseph L. Alioto Recreation Center, dedicated 
last spring) remodeling the former central heating plant into faculty offices (where there 
should be few complaints about cold offices!) and installing a new 12K Volt power system for 
the 1929 College gymnasium, an electrifying experience.  
     Brother Mel Anderson spent eleven days in Nice, France, in early July, enjoying the beauty of 
Mediterranean vistas along the Promenade des Anglais, the galleries of Picasso, Matisse, 
Chagall and the Villa and (impressive) Gardens of Ephrussi de Rothschild (no wine was 
served).   Mel was the guest of the family of alumnus (and fellow Scandinavian) Martin D. 
Nielsen, ’80.  Brother Mel keeps himself busy by conducting seminar courses in the Great Books, 
resides in a Senior/Junior residence hall.  He celebrates his 87th birthday on September 28.    
     After spending two weeks along the coast of Northern California with his 92 year-old mother, 
Brother Kenneth Cardwell travelled to Deep Springs College (Nevada/California) to spend a 
week with a colleague and friend with whom he worked at Deep Springs.  Imagine a glorious 
view of San Francisco Bay from the Berkeley hills and you can appreciate Ken’s two-week 
house-sitting gratuity for a colleague in liberal Berkeley.   Ken spent his time with a little hiking, 
thinking and theologizing.  He and Brother Raphael Patton spent a summer week at the    
College in a special program for students entering the special Great Books program, called 
the Integral Curriculum, for the Fall semester.  The summer program is entitled “Talk Back to 
Socrates.”  What a delightful chore!  Brother Kenneth is now engaged in teaching one class in 
the Integral curriculum and one Collegiate Seminar, a program for all students.  He is the 
Resident Director for Freitas Hall, a residence hall for students, is the Integral Program Coun-
selor, a Collegiate Seminar Governing Board Member, and is engaged in training lectors 
for Masses conducted by Campus Ministry. 
     The Master of the District Ordo, Brother Raphael Patton, completed his work on the second 
phase publication for all District members.  The next issue is now ready for printing and will be 
published in its characteristic timely manner.  He also spend considerable time reviewing and 
editing Ronald Isetti’s extensive volume on the life of the late Brother Leo Meehan, author, 
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lecturer and professor of English at Saint Mary’s College until 1941.  Brother Leo retired from 
religious life, married and continued his writing and occasional speaking.  Raphael  looks   
forward to the publication of Isetti’s biography of a colorful and well admired character.   
     Brother Glenn Bolton will be travelling from Virginia to Hong Kong and Singapore and 
places in-between as he enjoys and gathers information on both careers and professional 
schools for both alumni and students during his sabbatical this year.  He is busily engaged in 
preparing a barbeque, to be held in late September, for students from Christian Brothers 
schools who have matriculated at Saint Mary’s College.  As director of the College Career 
center, His travels in the Fall are related primarily to graduate advising, with special infor-
mation on securing entry to qualified law schools.   
 

Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Mary’s College High School | Berkeley, CA 
 

     With the school year well underway, fall leaves and cool weather have arrived on the Saint 
Mary’s High campus, much to the relief of these San Francisco Bay Area residents who gen-
erally prefer daily fog to late summer heat spells.  Along with teaching and learning, the 

school community is busy with activities and 
athletics.  Admissions visits have begun, 
which will bring hundreds of area eighth 
graders to campus for student-led tours well 
into December.  Dozens of college repre-
sentatives from around the county are also 
visiting campus this fall and winter as seniors 
consider post-secondary education options. 
The annual Mass of the Holy Spirit formally 
opened the school year on September 11, 
followed by the ever-popular Club Fair    
during lunch, and the 2015 Mother and Son 
Luau Dinner-Dance topped off that evening 
with a sold out crowd.  
     SNAPSHOT:  Saint Mary’s opened her 
153rd year of Lasallian Catholic education 

with a full enrollment of 630 students.  The school has enjoyed full enrollment for over sixteen 
years.  The student population is 51% female and 49% male, and has been co-ed since 1995 
(read more below).  Historically, 98% of the senior class has been accepted into a four-year 
university or college; 99% of the Class of 2015 is attending college this fall.  Saint Mary’s is 
on a  trimester system in which students take 15 semester courses each year.  Every student 
is  required to have an iPad, as educational technology continues to be further incorporated 
into the curriculum.  The school’s four-year visual and performing arts program includes instru-
mental music, chorus, dance, theatre arts, and visual arts course options.  Student perfor-
mances include an annual musical production, one-act drama and comedy performances, a 
Christmas concert, and various music and dance concerts.  Saint Mary’s offers 24 Advanced 
Placement (AP) and Honors courses and students score significantly higher in ACT Quality 
Core testing in mathematics, English, science, social studies, and language than the average 
state scores.  Enrichment Week, Lasallian Days, and Social and Emotional Learning programs 
offer students opportunities for extended education, world and cultural experiences, and a 
host of community-building activities.  The Panthers’ athletic program offers 21 varsity sports 
during the fall, winter, and spring terms.  Students hail from dozens of grammar and middle 

Attendees enjoying the SMCHS Mother and Son Luau. 
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schools and nearly three dozen Bay Area cities, thereby creating the unique and diverse com-
munity that is the Saint Mary’s Family. 
     Summer transitions included the construction of a new, dedicated Counseling Center on 
campus, bringing school counselors into one main area from previously-dispersed locations.  
The new center was created from an existing conference room and part of the faculty room.  
It is housed in St. Joseph’s Hall, built in 1956, the bottom floor of which is the School Library.  
The upper floors originally housed grammar and high school boarding students in the 1950’s 
and 1960’s.  The grammar school, on site since 1903, moved to Mont La Salle in Napa in 
1969, and the last high school boarder graduated in 1971. 
     Plans are progressing well for a new Student Chapel that will grace the entrance to the 
campus.  Saint Mary’s has not had a true dedicated chapel space since the original school 
building was razed as an earthquake hazard in 1973.  The new 4,400 square foot chapel will 
seat 200 people and will be a powerful symbol of Saint Mary’s Catholic identity.  Dedicated to 
the Blessed Mother, Patroness of Saint Mary’s High, it will be a sacred space for communal 
worship and private prayer.   Schoolwide liturgies and prayer services will continue to be held 
in the school auditorium (1995).  
     Looking back… Much was new on campus 20 years ago, mostly notably the first year of 
coeducation since the school was founded in 1863. Also new were a second gym and an   
auditorium, new parking lots, and a new freshman class with 92 boys and 82 girls.  That fall, 
22 girls joined the sophomore class of 98 
boys!  For the first time, brothers and sisters 
were attending Saint Mary's together.  The 
school's athletic calendar also included 
something new: Girls' Volleyball, Girls' 
Tennis, and Boys' and Girls' Cross Coun-
try.  For the first time ever, Saint Mary's 
own students would fill the female roles in 
the annual Fall Drama and Spring Musi-
cal.  Saint Mary's says "thank you" to the 
young men and women who took a chance 
on making history that Fall of 1995, to 
emerge three years later as devoted class-
mates and still today as lifelong friends in 
the Class of 1998.  This summer, Christina 
Duffala, Class of 2009, joined the Science 
Department and became the first school 
alumna to teach at her alma mater.  Her classmate, Elliott Nguyen is the school’s new Choral 
Director.  Fourteen faculty and staff members are school alumni, while many more are alumni 
parents and even grandparents.    
     Saint Mary’s Parent Association is busy hosting events on campus, lending a helping hand 
where needed, raising funds, and gathering for monthly prayer and business meetings that 
include presentations on topics of interest about Saint Mary’s life.  The Parent Association 
dates back to 1930, when the original Mother’s Club was founded following the high school’s 
1927 move to its present Berkeley campus.  The Dad’s Club followed in 1949, after the Great 
Depression and World War II.  During the fall, parents will also participate in Back to School 
Night, Father-Daughter Night, College Counseling events, athletic programs, and a series of 
family workshops in support of student achievement in conjunction with the locally-renowned 
“Classroom Matters” program.  The “main event” for the Parent Association each year is the 
parent-sponsored Saint Mary’s Crab Feed in early February, which brings nearly 700 people 
to campus to enjoy world-famous, fresh local Dungeness crab and a silent auction and raffle 
with great prizes.   

The young women of Saint Mary's Class of 1998.  Most entered 
Saint Mary's as sophomores in 1995, the first year of coeducation.  
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     The school’s 31st Golf Invitational was a big success on September 14, with alumni, par-
ents, friends, faculty members, and student golf team members enjoying a day at a nearby 
country club in support of student tuition assistance.  The Phil Doran ’63 Memorial Tourna-
ment honors school alumnus and alumni Dad, Berkeley Police Captain (Ret.) Phil Doran 
(1945-2010), who was also the school’s golf coach for 25 years.  Alumni will visit campus on 
September 26 for the Saint Mary’s v. Riordan High (San Francisco) football game and will cel-
ebrate “Alumni Day” at a barbecue hosted by the Class of 1987.  That same weekend, the 
Class of 1975 will be on campus to celebrate its forty-year reunion. 
     Lasallian Student Leaders joined LSL members from around the District at the group’s July 
workshop at Saint Mary’s College, Moraga.  Brother David Caretti, FSC, attended with them.  

Brother David continues his work as Director 
for Campus Ministry, Retreats, and Accreditation 
Coordinator.  The “E3” Visiting Team will be on 
campus next March.  Brother Edmond Larouche, 
FSC ‘66, school President and Director of the 
Saint Mary’s Brothers Community, and Dr. Pete 
Imperial, Principal, attended the fall meeting of 
the SSAA in Albuquerque in late September.  
The Brothers Community (Brothers David, Edmond, 
and Dan Morgan, along with Lawrence Puck 
‘78 and Brother Ray Bonderer, visiting from the 
Blackfeet School in Browning, Montana), con-
tinues to host school events at their campus 
residence.  Most recent gatherings included the 
annual Board of Trustees Retreat, the first 
“TGIF” of the school year for faculty and staff, 
and the Class of 1975 reunion.  The Brothers 
will all be on hand for the annual Saint La Salle 
Society thank you reception for the school’s major 
donors on October 2.  Brother Ray has joined 
the morning traffic crew at one of the school’s 
three entrances, and helps faculty and student 
monitors greet and sign-in freshman arrivals at 
their designated drop-off area.  Monitors help 
keep school traffic moving smoothly in the 
campus neighborhoods.  
 

Jeanne Gray Loughman 
Correspondent  

 

Saint Michael’s High School | Santa Fe. NM 
 

     Just after the deadline for the previous Newsletter, the Brothers received a visit from three 
priests from the Pueblo, CO, diocese.  They were in Santa Fe to attend the installation of the 
new Archbishop, John Wester.  Fr. Joe Vigil is a former student of Bro. Benildus and an  
alumnus of St. Michael’s.  Both he and Fr. Ben Bacino are former students of Brothers Brian 
Dybowski and George Hetzel at the College of Santa Fe.  Their visit included a walk to the 
school to view the photos of the graduates displayed there.  All were enchanted to see that 
Fr. Joe had a full head of hair when he graduated in 1973, and the two commented that Bro. 
George had black hair when he taught them – in both cases, a state which is now but a memory. 
 Bro. Bill Hughes was on vacation in early June, returning in time for the retreat June 10-14.  

The SMCHS participants at LSL 2015. 
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We were privileged to have Bro. George Van Grieken as our presenter on the theme of 
“transitions”.  The input was thought-provoking and inspiring, and it negated the flippant    
comment that, “At our age, there’s only one real transition left”. 
 The Spirituality Institute brought guests Bro. Joe Schmidt and Mary Steele.  The former is a 
popular presenter on “Praying Your Experiences” and St. Thérèse.  The latter took the oppor-
tunity to use the Institute as a personal retreat.  With duties for the Institute, Bro. Brian had 
even more calls on his time and expertise than usual.  About the same time, all the priests 
who usually provide Mass in the Community were on vacation.  Fr. Earl went to Germany to 
visit his “adoptive family” and Franciscan Frs. Bryant and Bruce went to Cincinnati because a 
nephew was in danger of death from cancer.  Sadly, they arrived only after he had died.  
Please pray for them and the family.  Meanwhile, Fr.  Donatus was visiting his homeland of 
Nigeria.  That meant that the Brothers and guests went for daily Mass at the Carmelite     
monastery.  Fr. Shedlock was our guest and was able to concelebrate Mass while he was  
visiting for 3 days making presentations for the Carmelites’ novena in preparation for the feast 
of St. Teresa of Avila, and Fr. Russo was able to come for Saturday Masses on occasion, so 
we are blessed.  Nonetheless, continue praying for vocations! 
 After the bustle of the Institute, the house suddenly became much quieter.  Bro. Brian went 
to Alamogordo to visit his family for a few days.  The timing was perfect as his niece from   
Atlanta and nephew from Washington state with their families were also visiting.  At the same 
time, Bro. Fred Van Haaften took the opportunity to visit his daughter and her family in Corrales 
while en route to meet Bro. Mike Livaudais at the Albuquerque Sunport.  That left only one 
driver on site, and he can’t drive outside the local area.  Thus, it may be helpful for those 
coming to visit in Santa Fe to plan on renting a car, taking an intercity shuttle, or riding the 
Railrunner, our commuter train.  Fortunately, Bro. Joe Haras returned in July, so we have   
another driver who can make longer trips, but he is likely to be fairly busy helping care for his 
dad in Albuquerque. 
 Since his retirement, Bro. Joe had been in New Jersey with his brother, Steve, helping care 
for his parents, then after his mother’s death, helping with preparing the family home for sale.  
With that concluded, the three made the long drive from Elizabeth to Albuquerque where their 
dad is settled with Steve who has a home there.  Bro. Joe returned to Santa Fe on 27 July but 
spends weekends in Albuquerque assisting with the care of his dad.  The family will inter her 
ashes at the National Cemetery on 16 October. 
 Since he returned to Santa Fe, Bro. Joe has also begun volunteering at St. Vincent Hospital 
two mornings a week, as a reading tutor for the public schools 2 mornings a week, and at the 
Salvation Army shelter on Friday mornings.  Bro. Bill joined in the volunteering with Bro. Joe 
at the Salvation Army and also by working at The Mineshaft Coal Museum in Madrid, NM, 
twice a month as a docent and liaison with the local businesses to see how the museum and 
they can profit from their proximity.  In addition, he is gathering data on each piece of equipment 
in the museum then searching for original documents which explain their respective functions. 
 Though no longer able to drive, Bro. Martin Swonke has continued frequent trips to obtain 
dirt from Payne’s Nursery where he volunteered in spring helping with transplanting.  He has 
also continued his gardening efforts planting 3 dozen tomato plants in one day.  For someone 
who is 88 and whose energy level has waned, he still is very active.  His influence on those 
whom he meets was evident when Brothers Brian and George went to the San Miguel Mission 
after Mass one Sunday to photograph the painting of St. Teresa of Avila on the reredos for 
the Carmelites.  Almost every one of those at Mass inquired about Bro. Martin, noted that they 
missed him, and sent their good wishes.  He provokes a similar reaction everywhere he goes. 
 One of the improvements to the campus during the summer was removal of the chain-link 
fence in front of the school and replacing it with a more attractive metal variety.  President 
Taylor Gantt extended the improvement to include the Brothers’ parking area.  Included also 
were new gates which are more attractive and also function more easily.  That will enable   
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responders to 911 calls ready access as needed, and because we are all retirees, those calls 
are more frequent than we really like. 
 In mid-July, Bro. Mike Livaudais visited for a week enjoying the weather of Santa Fe in-
stead of the humid summer heat of New Orleans.  He spent a great deal of time working on 
material for teachers offering Lasallian ideas on how to deal with various types of students. 
 Another visit was preceded by a phone call to Bro. George which began, “This is a voice 
from your past.”  The call was from Jim Prudhomme, who was visiting Santa Fe from his cabin in 
Colorado and wanted to see some of the Brothers whom he had known.  He was in elementary 
school, Juniorate, Novitiate, and Scholasticate with Bro. George and in the Novitiate and 
Scholasticate with Brothers Benildus and Brian.  All had a nice visit beginning to catch up   
after many years of losing contact, especially after Hurricane Katrina which damaged Jim’s 
home in New Orleans.  He has promised future visits in summers which he now spends in 
Colorado where he has a cabin in the Fort Collins area. 
 In early August, the community provided assistance to a lady from New Zealand when she 
needed a place to stay while awaiting the processing of her passport.  She reciprocated by 
using her expertise with Photoshop to scan a number of slides which Bro. Director wanted to 
use digitally for his presentations for the Spirituality Institute.  As an artist, she also appreciated 
the opportunities to visit Santa Fe’s numerous artistic venues. 
 We were encouraged by a visit of Bro. Chris Patiño, Vocation Director, in September.  His 
information about the number of contacts and the work of vocation ministry in general was a 
ray of sunshine on the area which has seemed rather bleak in recent times.  Also in September, 
Bro. Brian attended the Director’s meeting in Napa. 
 

Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 

 
     “Enter to Learn. Leave to Serve.”  We hear that motto often throughout our Lasallian schools, 
but for St. Michael’s High School it seems to be ringing a bit louder this year.  It is not just be-
cause almost twenty percent  of our faculty and staff are alumni.  It is not just because close 
to thirty percent have served St. Michael’s and the Lasallian mission for 20+ years.  It rings 
out even louder because this year two graduates of 2011 were accepted into the Lasallian 
Volunteer program.  It rings out louder this year because a former teacher of St. Michael’s has 
the opportunity to share her talents with our Lasallian brothers and sisters in Balgo, Australia.  
“Enter to Learn. Leave to Serve.”  Words that have more life for all of us at St. Michael’s High 
School as we appreciate the many who dedicate themselves to the service of others. 

     It is a first for St. Michael’s to have any alumni 
enter into the Lasallian Volunteer program, but to 
have two enter in the same year from the same 
graduating class is a testament to the servant atti-
tude that is alive in our students.  Merry Farrier 
and Julia Turner will be serving communities in St. 
Louis, MO and Providence, RI.  We send out our 
prayers for them as they serve those in need. 
     Another person excited with spreading the 
Lasallian      mission is former teacher, Kendra 
Bartig.  Kendra taught at St. Michael’s for close to 

ten years and as her knowledge of the Lasallian mission grew, so did her passion to serve in 
a different way.  In October, Kendra will head out to volunteer at Luurnpa Catholic School, another 
Lasallian school in Balgo, Australia.  The school was started in 1984 at the invitation of the local 
Aboriginal community.  Kendra is excited to get back into the Lasallian family while also im-
mersing herself into the many cultures that it serves.  Knowing Kendra’s adventurous spirit 
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and passion for the Lasallian mission, it would not 
be surprising if she found herself at other Lasallian 
communities in that part of the world.  We wish her 
the best and look forward to the connections it may 
provide with our international brothers and sisters.  
Many prayers and blessings for Kendra! 
     In addition to the blessings of many people, St. 
Michael’s was blessed with a little facelift for the 
start of the school year.  A new fence, a welcoming 
sign, a renovated concession stand, as well as all 
the little projects the faculty accomplished during their 
day of service, all helped spruce up the campus as 
we welcomed our students at the beginning of the 
year.  It is amazing what can be done when many 
hands work together.  
     It really has been a great start to the school 
year as our school comes to life with students busy 
with studies and activities.  There are many things 
happening on our campus as we continue to im-
prove facilities, curriculum and spirit of the school.  
One focus this year is on technology in the class-
room and in the first phase, all teachers received 
an IPad for use in the classroom.  It has not only 

provided a great opportunity for improving curriculum, but it has also served as a great re-
minder of what it is like to be a student again as we learn the ins and outs of the IPad and 
how to integrate it into classroom teaching.   
     In the area of spirit of the school, we had a wonderful opportunity to have John Morello on 
campus to present his one man play, “Dirt”.  Through this show, he gets his audience to look 
at the issues facing society today related to drugs, bullying, and self-esteem in a real and 
meaningful way.   The message of his story really makes a positive impact on our school.   
     Also in terms of spirit, we had a wonderful visit from Br. Chris Patiño and we hope to have 
a visit from Br. Michael Livaudais in a couple weeks to support our efforts in promoting a cul-
ture of vocation.  As we look ahead, we look forward to joining as a community to bless our 
seniors and their class rings as we celebrate Mass on the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel.  
The following week the fun really begins with 
Homecoming activities as we welcome home 
the graduates of 1955, 1965, 1975, 1985, 
1995 and 2005.  With joy we also welcome 
our newly installed Archbishop John Wester to 
our campus to celebrate the Homecoming 
Mass.  It all comes so quickly but at the per-
fect time to give thanks for the many blessings 
bestowed upon us.  There never seems to be 
a dull moment as our school is always alive 
with active students and faculty. May we al-
ways keep our minds attentive as we “enter to 
learn” and our hearts open as we “leave to 
serve”. 
 

Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC 
Correspondent 

Kendra Bartig 
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Saint Paul’s School | Covington, LA 
 

     School days, school days, dear old Golden Rule days with reading, riting, rithmetic and a 
multitude of other subjects and activities began on August 6 at St. Paul's. Prior to that, the 
faculty met for Orientation and Faculty Meetings. At the first faculty meeting, with the sound of 
a drum roll, the Lasallian Icon was unveiled for the 2015-16 school year. The Administration 
of the school decided that they would like a female who played an important role in the life of 
St. John Baptist De La Salle. Brother Louis Welker was given the task by Brother Raymond 
Bulliard, President of the school, to come up with this special person and prayer. Brother Louis 
chose Soeur Louise Hours of Parmenie with the prayer: "Sister Louise, help us do God's will." 
At the first faculty meeting, Brother gave a short biographical sketch of her life and of De La   
Salle's encounter with her at Parmenie. 
     As usual, the beginning of the school year was filled with challenges for the pre-Freshman, 
but thanks to the Lasallian Youth Leaders who provided an Orientation for them, they were 
well-prepared for the first day of school. The school runs very smoothly thanks to the dedication 
of the administration and faculty. This year St. Paul's has 192 pre-Freshman, which is a     
record high for the school. 
     There was a heightened sense of anticipation on campus during the first two weeks of school 
as the Seniors prepared for the annual March Through the Arch on August 20, and then the 
reception of their Senior Rings at an evening ceremony in the Brigg's Assembly Center. In 
honor of their special day the Senior class was given a holiday on August 21. 
     Another area of heightened anticipation on Campus is the completion of the Gene Bennett 
Sports Complex. On August 24, Brother Alfred Baltz, age 92, helped nail several floorboards 
in place on the new basketball court. It is scheduled for completion sometime in October. 
Brother Ralph Baltz, who turned 95 on August 27, was the honored guest at the President's 
Assembly. His advice to the young men was simple: "To find true happiness, find time to do 
service and to help others. There is nothing better." 
     Brother John Fairfax celebrated his 88th birthday on August 8 and for another week beyond 
that! The community serenaded him at his birthday party and presented him with a birthday 
card which expressed our appreciation for him. 
     On August 17,Brother Tom Canty celebrated his 88th birthday with the traditional birthday 
party, song, prayer and many best wishes from the community and staff.  
     Our Director, Brother Jerry Vincent, treated the entire community to Sunday lunch at   
Picadilly's  over the long Labor Day weekend. On Labor Day, our Sub-Director, Brother Peter 
Dudenheffer, prepared a delicious lunch for the community. Our special quest for lunch, Mr. 
James Blasi, was honored by the community for his devotion to the St. La Salle Auxiliary.  
     Brother Jeffrey Callighan, in addition to his work in the Guidance Department, serves as 
the cook for the community evening meal. Every Sunday evening two or three students share 
the meal with us. It gives them a chance to know us better and helps us get to know them. 
Sharing a meal with some of the students has been delightful for the community and the    
students seem to enjoy the time with us as well. They do ask a lot of questions, e.g., "Brother, 
back in the day, is it true that some of you lived in old army barracks?" Of course some us be-
gan to tell stories from our past that seem unreal, but true! 
     On September 14, Brother Louis Welker celebrated his 72nd birthday. His only wish for 
the day was to attend Mass at St. Joseph's Abbey in honor of the Exaltation of the Cross. 
That evening the community celebrated his birthday and Brother got to choose his own     
German Chocolate cake. 
     Brother Alfred Baltz celebrated his 93rd birthday on August 24 and received best wishes 
from both community and friends. Brother had a little bit of a heart problem in late August, but 
he seems to be have recovered well. 
     Recently, the community spent long hours working on our Community Annual Program 
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and submitted it to Brother Visitor. We think that we have come up with a Program that every-
one can live with!  
     Brother Robert O'Kane joined the community in September. Brothers Jerry and Peter 
worked hard to get his room ready for occupancy. The community can use an extra pair of 
hands with some of the jobs around the house. Welcome, Brother Robert! 
     At the present time all of the Brothers in the community are holding their own. We are so 
grateful to our medical staff who takes good care of us! 
     Until next time, remember the word of the great coach Vince Lombardi: "The only place 
that success comes before work is in the dictionary." 
 

Brother Louis Welker, FSC 
Correspondent 

 
     Saint Paul's is off to a calm and peaceful start 
for 2015-16 school year. The largest pre-freshmen 
class in the history of the school has completed the 
first month of classes and all seems to  be going 
well. The usual beginning of the year activities 
have occurred, March Through the Arch, New 
Mothers' Reception, Parent Mini Schedule, Senior 
Portraits, as well as cross country, swimming, and 
football all being in full swing. Administration, facul-
ty, staff and student body await the opening of the 
Gene Bennet Sports Complex, which is a beautiful 
new gym with seating for 1100. The environmental 
science class has taken on the project of landscap-
ing in front of the building creating a Louisiana wet-
lands, using the runoff from the new building's air 
conditioning system. Native Louisiana iris will be  
one of the most important plantings in the area.  
     The week of September 21, Saint Paul's celebrated Homecoming. Dress down days, a 
pep rally with presentation of the court, football game, and dances were all on everyone's  
calendar. Alumni wiere welcomed for the game and for the post game reception.  
     Brother Ray continues to celebrate the achievements and the work of the students on 
campus, including our National Merit Semifinalists, our Nationally Ranked Air Force Junior 

ROTC Quiz Bowl Team.  Saint Paul's continues to 
prosper and works hard to complete the Lasallian 
Mission entrusted to us! 
     Recently, we were pleased to announce the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation has select-
ed five members of the class of 2016 as   National 
Merit Semifinalists. Over 1.5 million     juniors ap-
plied for the 7,400 scholarships which will value 
more than $32 million dollars. 16,000 students 
were recognized as Semifinalists.      Candidates 
from Saint Paul's include are Andrew Mercante, 
Ryan Meraux, Luke Avenel, Burak  Kandil, and 
Patrick Connolly. 
     Saint Paul’s Air Force Junior ROTC Academic 
Quiz Bowl Team competed in the National Air 
Force Quiz Bowl Competition in Washington, D.C. 

Saint Paul’s School’s 2015 National Merit Semifinalists 
(L-R) Andrew Mercante, Ryan Meraux, Luke Avenel, 

Burak Kandil, and Partick Connolly. 

ROTC Quiz Bowl Team members (L-R) Jeffrey Bodin, 
Ruston Keller, Christopher Pennison, and Alex Seese,  
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The team earned their all-expense paid 
trip by  winning the regional competition.  
Team members Jeffrey Bodin, Ruston 
Keller, Christopher Pennison, and Alex 
Seese, presented the third place trophy 
to Brother Raymond Bulliard, FSC at a 
President’s Assembly. 
     Saint Paul's School introduced the 
student body to a large number of ex-
tracurricular activities available on cam-
pus with the annual "Get Involved Day" 
which takes place under the oaks on 
the walk between the school building and 
cafeteria. Tables, moderators, and stu-
dents lined the walk and talked about the 
benefits of the many clubs and organizations on campus. Mr. Richard Pichon, Habitat Moderator 
and Math Instructor, and student Josh Mascaro, recruited for the Habitat club which works one 
Saturday a month to help build homes. The Saint Paul's Habitat Club, the longest running per-
manent volunteer group with the local Habitat organization, serves the Lasallian Core Principal 
of Concern for the Poor and Social Justice.  

     Saint Paul's Key Club has started the school 
year with a number of projects dealing with com-
munity service. The students are sponsoring a 
"Gently Used Books" drive. The books will be sort-
ed and sent to schools in need of children's books. 
Last year's book drive sent a truckload of books to 
Midway Elementary, and those books were part of 
a "Reading Rewards"  program. The members will 
also have a volunteer work day on Saturday,   
September 12 at New Heights in Folsom.       
     Former Saint Paul’s employee Beunice Taylor 
died on July 8.  She was a mainstay in the school 
cafeteria for  several decades.  According to former 
Saint Paul’s faculty member Brother Benildus Sulzer, 
“The  Taylor family started working at SPS in 1947 
or 1948, and had at least one family member working 
there for over the next fifty years.  During the 
1970s and 1980s, there were 17 members of the 
family working there at the same time in one      
capacity or another, including teaching, coaching, 
cafeteria, and maintenance.  Quite a record!” 
     Finally, the United State Department of Education 

has announced that Saint Paul’s School is a National 
Blue Ribbon School.  Saint Paul’s is one of 335 
schools and one of 37 Catholic schools in the nation 

to receive this recognition in 2015.  Established in1982 by then Secretary of Education Terrell 
H. Bell, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program is designed “to bring public attention to 
the best schools in the United States and to facilitate communication and sharing of best practices 
within and among schools.” 
 

Ms. Karen Hebert 
Correspondent 

(L-R) Saint Paul’s  Habitat for Humanity moderator Richard Pinchon 
student Josh Mascaro at “Get Involved Day”. 

Key Clubers (L-R) Shane Strander and Yehia Elkersh   
check on the progress of their book drive 
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Office of Education Updates 
      

The fall meeting of the Secondary School Ad-
ministrators Association (SSAA) saw a cou-
ple of firsts:  the first orientation for new mem-
bers of the association and a first-time gather-
ing at Lewis University in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.  The orientation for first and    second-
year SSAA members provided an  overview of 
International, Regional and District organization 
structures, as well an introduction to District 
personnel and programs. 
     Lorcan Barnes, President of Christian Brothers 
High School in Sacramento, and Trevor Watkins, 
Principal of Saint Paul’s School, provided keys 
to a successful President-Principal relationship.   
     Dr. James Donahue, President of Saint 
Mary’s College of California, updated the SSAA 

on actions taken by Saint Mary’s to strengthen communication with Lasallian high schools and to provide pathways 
for Lasallian high school graduates to Saint Mary’s.   
     Heather Ruple Gilson, Young Lasallians Director, reviewed the outreach and involvement of Young Lasallians, 
including the redesigned Lasallian Youth Assembly held this year on the U.S.- Mexico border with student partici-
pants from both the Districts of San Francisco New Orleans and the District of North Mexico; and the very well-
attended Lasallian Youth Leaders gathering at Saint Mary’s College.   
     Dr. Helen Hollis, Sacred Heart Cathedral High School; Pete Imperial, Saint Mary’s College High School; and 
Gary Cannon, Sacred Heart Cathedral High School, discussed the method and usefulness of the National Student 
Clearinghouse as a means to track the    success of our students after high school.   
     Brother Donald Johanson delivered the Visitor’s report and engaged the group in a broad range of issues     
currently facing the schools in the District.  He also previewed the upcoming Mission Assembly at which the    
members of the SSAA will serve as delegates. 
 
Story contributed to the District website by Charlie Legendre, AFSC.  Read the complete article here. 
 
     This year’s annual gathering of Campus 
Ministers, Student Activity Directors and 
Student Life Teams brought together 
Lasallian Educators from 15 District schools 
at St. Joseph’s Camp on the Russian River 
September 16-18.  The “River Gathering” (as 
it has come to be called) is an opportunity for 
those responsible for Campus Ministry,     
Student Activities, and Student Life Teams to 
come together to share best practices and 
have the chance to network with each other. 
     In addition to the tradition of sharing some 
time in “job-alike” breakout sessions discussing 
the “nitty-gritty” of responsibilities, the group 
had the chance to reflect on their own vocation 
as Lasallian Educators with Brother Chris Patiño, 
Director of Vocation Ministry for the District.   
     Brother James Joost, Auxiliary Visitor, 
invited participants to spend time with a draft version of the Action Plan for the District.  Through the lens of their 
respective responsibilities, those gathered provided feedback and insight to the Action Plan. 
     The group spent their final morning with Dr. Doreen Jones, EdD from the University of San Francisco, learning 
about Moral Development and adolescents.  Dr. Jones engaged participants in a discussion of the call of Catholic 
Educators to foster Moral Development in their students.  Examining the psychological perspective of Moral       
Development, Dr. Jones provided practical strategies to use with the young people entrusted to their care. 
 
Story contributed to the District website by Heather Ruple Gilson.  Read the complete article here. 

http://www.delasalle.org/2015/09/ssaa-fall-meeting-filled-with-firsts/
http://www.delasalle.org/2015/10/annual-river-gathering-time-to-connect-reflect-and-plan/
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From the Archives 
 

Heritage Room Gets Makeover 

   On August 6, 2015, the Heritage 
Room of the San Francisco New Orleans 
District Archives was reopened after   
being closed for improvements.  Thanks 
to the diligent efforts of former archivist 
Andrea Miller and current archivists  
Jennifer Sturm and Brother Emmet 
Sinitiere, the District’s Heritage Room has 
been revamped to include the colorful 
history of the Legacy New Orleans-Santa 
Fe District.   
     The new display has been integrated 
with the existing exhibits of Br. Timothy 
Diener’s corkscrew collection, the   
Christian Brothers Winery in California, 
and the history of the Legacy San    
Francisco District.   Other additions     
include a small display on the little 
known Christian Brothers Winery in New 
Mexico, a ghost Brother on permanent 
duty, and a multimedia display.   
     To create the new multimedia exhibit, 
the District Archives has added a selection 
of its’ extensive collection of film clips 

and digital photographs to the Heritage Room.   Guests can now browse through old 
film clips from the different schools, as well as films from both Legacy Districts.  A    
variety of photos from the schools will also be available to view as a photo slideshow.  
Visitors are welcome to stop by and explore the rich history of our new District. 
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Lasallian Studies Corner  
 

Research Symposium Bridges Mission’s Past, Present and Future 
 

     The fourth annual International Symposium on Lasallian Research 
was held September 27-29 at the Minneapolis campus of Saint Mary’s 
University of Minnesota. 
     One hundred twenty five presenters and participants gathered for the 
event, jointly sponsored by the University’s Institute for Lasallian Studies 
and Christian Brothers Conference. Attendees were members of the     
International Association of Lasallian Universities (IALU), as well as      
various Lasallian educators and District administrators from the Lasallian 
Region of North America (RELAN). 
     The symposium opened with a welcome from Saint Mary’s President 
Brother William Mann, FSC. In his welcome, Brother William stressed its 
importance to the vitality and mission relevance of Lasallian higher edu-
cation, thanking his audience for “being part of this international cultiva-
tion of Lasallian talent.” 
     Continuing this theme in his keynote address, Superior General Broth-
er Robert Schieler, FSC, began by tracing the history of the Lasallian re-

search movement. He then outlined a vision for Lasallian research for the 
21st century, offering, “Rapid demographic changes, the diverse world of 

the Institute today and the global transition to post modernity command our attention to research the horizons 
rushing at us. I suggest two areas for our current research focus: the contemporary Lasallian mission in        
response to today’s urgent education needs and research that promotes advocacy for those entrusted to our 
care.” 
     The agenda for the two-day gathering reflected this broad and inclusive focus. Plenary and breakout ses-
sions covered the areas of educational innovation, environment and sustainability, health and nutrition, and 
Lasallian studies. Subjects ranged from human genetics research on incidence of cleft palate among the poor in 
the Middle East to the experience of Brothers living in the Generalate in Rome during World War II. Also fea-
tured was a panel presentation by representatives of RELAN’s Lasallian colleges and universities on their efforts 
in serving the underserved. 
     The symposium was launched in 2012 with the goals of exploring and advancing the field of Lasallian re-
search throughout the global Lasallian network. Since then, the event has developed substantially, both in size 
and in content. Commenting on its progress, Institute for Lasallian Studies Director Dr. Roxanne Eubank said, 
“What pleases me most is the growing quality of the research and the presentations, and also the growing    
participation of university students in the research and in the symposium.” 
     In his address, Brother Robert quoted author    
Anthony Gittins’ words, “To move from the center to 
the edge … is to contribute to a rearranging of the 
world and a restructuring of relationships. In this world 
the first becomes the last, the master becomes the 
servant, and the teacher becomes the learner. And in 
that moment, that movement, the person who was 
overlooked and disenfranchised is raised up and   
dignified and the realm of God breaks through.” 
     Brother Robert then added, “This is where our  
research and our advocacy encounter one another. 
And in that encounter, we take responsibility for our 
common home.” 
     The fifth annual International Symposium on 
Lasallian Research is scheduled for September 25-
27, 2016, at the Minneapolis campus of Saint Mary’s 
University of Minnesota 
 
Reported from the International Symposium of Lasallian Research by Bob Carrejo. 
 
Read Brother Robert Schieler’s complete keynote address. 

Superior General Br. Robert Schieler 

Coordinator of the Lasallian Research and Resources Service 
Br. Diego Munoz presents on “WWII Comes to the Generalate.” 

http://www.lasallian.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/LRS-Schieler-Keynote-20151.pdf
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Prayers & Passages 
Brother Clarence Schenck, FSC 
June 5, 1932, Los Angeles, CA - August 21, 2015 Moraga, CA 
 

Curriculum Vitae 
 

Entered Novitiate: 10/14/1951 
Received habit: 08/14/1952 
Final vows: 06/22/1958, Saint Mary’s College 
Education: B.A., USF, San Francisco, 1971 
 

Assignments 
 

08-1953 – Scholasticate, SMC, Moraga | Student 
06-1956 – Cathedral HS, Los Angeles | Teacher 
06-1958 – Saint Mary’s College HS, Berkeley | Teacher, Prefect 
02-1961 – Cathedral HS, Los Angeles | Teacher 
06-1962 – Christian Brothers HS, Sacramento | Teacher 
06-1963 – Retreat House, St. Helena | Staff 
01-1964 – San Joaquin Memorial HS, Fresno | Teacher 
07-1976 – Justin-Siena HS, Napa | Teacher 
07-1978     “              “             “    | Teacher, Sub-Director 
07-1979 – De La Salle HS, Concord | Teacher, media 
07-1987 – San Joaquin Memorial HS, Fresno, Diocese of Fresno | Special apostolate 
07-1988 – Joseph Alemany Community, SMC, Moraga | SMC Communications Dept, internet advisor,  
                  work-shops, satellite manager, TCI-SMC Cable liaison 
07-1999 – La Salle HS Community, Pasadena 
07-2000 – De La Salle HS Community, Concord | Retired 
07-2007 – Joseph Alemany Community, SMC, Moraga | Retired 
 
Papal Prayer Intentions 2015 
 

October 
 

Universal: Human Trafficking 
     That human trafficking, the modern form of slavery, may be eradicated. 
Evangelization: Mission in Asia 
     That with a missionary spirit the Christian communities of Asia may announce the Gospel to those   
     who are still awaiting it. 
 
November 
 

Universal: Dialogue 
     That we may be open to personal encounter and dialogue with all, even those whose convictions  
     differ from our own. 
Evangelization: Pastors 
     That pastors of the Church, with profound love for their flocks, may accompany them and enliven  
     their hope. 
 
December 
 

Universal: Experiencing God’s Mercy 
     That all may experience the mercy of God, who never tires of forgiving. 
Evangelization: Families 
     That families, especially those who suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain hope. 
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  Parting Shots... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L-R) Current LVs Sheila Garcia and Becca Hulick with   
former LVs  Heather Ruple Gilson, Sarah Maher, and  

Kenenna Amuzie at this year’s “River Gathering”. (L-R) Br. George Van Grieken, SMU’s Mary Fox, and 
Greg Kopra at the Lasallian Research Symposium. 

Br. Chris Patiño visits with two students 
at De La Salle Academy. 

The “Together as Brothers” crew prepare to set out for their 
pilgrimage on Spain’s Camino de Santiago this past July. 

Our SFNO Lasallian Volunteers at the LV Orientation 
this summer at Lewis University. 

The Christian Brothers High School - Sacramento contingent 
to Pope Francis U.S. visit at the motorcade route in Philadelphia.   


