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Welcome to Dateline District! 

Brothers, Partners, and Friends, 

       This is Volume 1, Number 1 of Dateline District, the quarterly newsletter 

for the District of San Francisco New Orleans.  A brand new look for an old 

friend.  We hope that you like it! 

       Like its predecessors in the legacy Districts of San Francisco and         

New Orleans-Santa Fe, this newsletter will present reports from both Brother 

and Partner correspondents detailing the activities of the District’s Communities 

and schools.  There also will be regular columns with information and feature 

stories that will seek to cover a variety of District, Region, and Institute areas 

and perspectives.  The goal is to produce a publication that somehow   

captures the pulse of Lasallian living, in all of its faces and voices, throughout 

our very large, very active, and very colorful District.     

       And so, this newsletter will be about the richness of the life of our Lasallian 

family.  It will be about the diversity of experiences that both cross and join 

our miles,  generations, lifestyles, backgrounds, and spirits.  It will be about 

the people of San Francisco New Orleans and the heritage that we share.  

More than anything, it will be about sharing the story that we are writing and 

the history that we are making together. 

       On behalf of all of the correspondents and contributors, current and to 

come, who will help to chronicle the inspired journeys of the Brothers and    

Partners of this new District, welcome to our newsletter.  We hope that it 

does justice to the San Francisco New Orleans adventure and to everyone 

who is helping to create it. 

September 21 -

October 21, 2014 

International Lasallian 

Days for Peace 

“Breaking the Cycle of  

Poverty to Build Peace” 

 

October 22-26, 2014 

Regional Conference of 

Christian Brothers (RCCB)  

Minneapolis, MN 

 

October  30, 2014 

SFNO LEC-LLEC  and 

Leadership Team 

Meetings 

New Orleans, LA 

 

October 30-31, 2014 

SFNO Association of 

Board Chairs Meeting 

New Orleans, LA 



 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quick Takes 

 

Pepper-Uppers 

Congratulations to Mr. Ed O’Connor and Mr. Tony Behan, of La Salle H.S. in Pasadena and De La Salle H.S. 
in New Orleans, respectively.  They have been selected as the District’s recipients of 2014 Distinguished 
Lasallian Educator Award. 
 

Congratulations to Mr. Michael Guillot, President of De La Salle High School in New Orleans,    who 
recently earned a Doctorate in Philosophy from Antioch University.  His dissertation is titled, The One 
Less Traveled By: A New Model of Leadership for the Nonprofit Sector. 
 

Registration for the 2014 Huether Lasallian Conference is now open.  For Conference information, go 
to http://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/huether/2014-huether-lasallian-conference/. 
 

2014-2015 Lasallian Pocket Calendars and 12 Virtues Bookmarks are now available through Christian 
Brothers Conference at www.lasallian.info.  
 

See Br. James Joost’s photo essay on the RELAN novitiate experience in VISION Vocation Guide: 
http://www.lasallian.info/2014/10/10/vocation-publication-features-brothers-in-the-making/. 
 

View a moving Lasallian video reflection produced specially for our District’s  Secondary Schools       
Administrators Association by District archivists Ms. Andrea Miller and Br. Emmet Sinitiere at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-3qxG-BvhI. 
 

Watch San Miguel High School students celebrate the gift of a new van for their Corporate Work Study 
Program at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FZU6y_GIIk. 

I never wanted to believe that my Dad was stealing from his job as a road worker. But 
when I got home, all the signs were there. 
 
At dinner I say no to seconds, but they never listen. 
 
If you look like your driver’s license photo, then you’re not well enough to drive. 
 
My car mechanic is terrible. He couldn’t fix my brakes so he made my horn louder. 
 
A computer beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kickboxing. 
 
Dogs have masters. Cats have staffs. 
 
Last night as I sat looking up at the stars, I said to myself, “Someone stole my roof.” 

http://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/huether/2014-huether-lasallian-conference/
http://www.lasallian.info
http://www.lasallian.info/2014/10/10/vocation-publication-features-brothers-in-the-making/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-3qxG-BvhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FZU6y_GIIk


Archbishop Rummel High School 
 

       The first President’s Assembly of the new 
school year at Archbishop Rummel High School began 
with a welcome by Brother Gale Condit, FSC, President.  
He opened the morning session with introductions 
of students for outstanding merit so far this year.  
Brother read each student’s name and said what he 
accomplished this past nine weeks.  They walked to 
the center of the gym where they were congratu-
lated by Brother Michael Livaudais, FSC. Next, 
Brother Gale thanked everyone for attending this 
first assembly and then welcomed the students 
from Christian Brothers School and De La Salle High 
School as special Lasallian guests.  Finally, Brother 
Gale introduced alumnus and Legionnaires of Christ 
student, Bro. Ryan Richardson, who spoke about 
Jesus living in everyone’s hearts. 
       Earlier in the month, alumnus Chris Accardo, 
Chief in the Operations Division of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, addressed engineering students 
about protecting Louisiana and restoring its coast.  He 
told the students about the vast operations that the 
Corps of Engineers conducts, focusing on how the 
levees, canals, locks, and spillways work to protect 
the area.  The engineering classes are just one of 
three pre-professional programs now offered in the 
Archbishop Rummel curriculum.  The others are 
law and biomedical studies. 

Community & School News 

       For members of Archbishop Rummel’s Class of 
2019, the school hosted eighth graders and their 
grandparents at a mass and lunch on campus.  First 
on the agenda was an eighth grade celebration 
where the newest Raiders and their grandparents 
first celebrated mass with Fr. Kurt Young, and then 
enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by Parent-Boosters.  
The menu included pulled pork and macaroni and 
cheese along with the other regular lunch staples.  Both 
grandparents and grandsons enjoyed the time they 
were able to spend with each other. 
       Representing various organizations of our 
school, senior leaders gathered for their retreat 
which was held at Solomon Retreat Center in 
Loranger, LA. The students had the opportunity to 
listen to, reflect on and discuss presentations on 
faith.  As leaders of faith, they received the sacraments 
of Reconciliation and the Eucharist, quietly prayed 
and celebrated their Lasallian Raider community. 
       The school’s Admissions Office welcomed its 
first set of elementary students to campus for the 
first spend-a-day of the year.  The students were 
greeted in the chapel by Raider Ambassadors and 
school administrators.  Throughout the day, they 
participated in a series of classroom sessions in 
chemistry, math, student activities, religion, and 
many others.  The students were also treated to 
lunch in the Raider Food Court.  The day concluded 

Archbishop Rummel President Brother Gale Condit speaks at the 

school’s start-of-the-year welcome assembly. 

Visiting area elementary school students join Archbishop Rummel 

students to observe a science class demonstration. 



       Local government and the business community 
are making an attempt to restore the historic city 
center. Many events like the Tequila Festival, the 
Paella and Wine Festival, motorcycle and car shows 
and concerts attract locals and visitors. A number of 
buildings have been remodeled to house professional 
services and new restaurants are appearing. On 
Sunday afternoons families stroll the wide palm-
lined sideways dotted with Aztec and modern 
sculptures.  
 

June 2014 
       The month began with the annual Book Fair at 
the Tijuana Cultural Center. The eight-day events 
features publishers, literary presentations, local 
authors, food and entertainment. New to the event 
was the presence of the Daughters of Saint Paul.  
They have two book stores here in Tijuana.  Even 
the Hare Krishnas were present, selling incense, 
books on Vedic life and eastern-style clothing.  The 
event gives me ideas for my Book Club-reading 
course!  Brother Juan Ignacio and Jorge Schober, 
our Lasallian Volunteer, took traveled to Monterrey 
and then on to Saltillo for the end of the year     
Volunteer Retreat.  The District of North México 
has four volunteer sites: Tecpán de Galeana (a junior 
high for low income families), Casa Hogar in Saltillo 
(an orphanage for boys without parents or parents 
that cannot care for them), El Salto de Durango (a 
pastoral ministry providing catequetical and pasto-
ral support to isolated villages) and our ministry 
site in Tijuana.  Brother Carlos Castañeda from the 
Education Office spent a couple of days with us  
animating our self-study and proposals for the future. 
       A new immigration phenomena has been tak-
ing place over the last couple of months.  There 
have been massive numbers of children and teens, 
the majority Centro American passing through 
México on their way to the United States.  Some 
are trying to reunite with family, others escaping 
poverty but most of all to escape recruitment by 
organized crime groups and gangs.   
       On June 21 we held our third faculty meeting of 
the year (only three per year!).  The afternoon con-
sisted of prayer, a Lasallian presentation, group 
work on evaluating our work during this year and a 
light snack to end the meeting. The following day, 
we hosted a luncheon for male religious of the 
archdiocese.  Few of them had knowledge of our 

with Brother Gale Condit, FSC, President, addressing 
the students before they departed with a bag of 
Archbishop Rummel gifts. 
       Finally, our football team enters the 2014-2015 
season as the two-time defending state football 
champions in Louisiana, currently sports an undefeated 
record and is ranked the number one in Louisiana 
and number 13 in the nation by USA Today. 
 

              Mr. Joseph Serio 
              Correspondent 
 

Centro La Salle Christian Brothers Community 
 

       By way of introduction, Centro La Salle Christian 
Brothers Community is in Tijuana, Mexico, located 
twenty miles south of San Diego, California and the 
International Boarder crossing at San Ysidro.  The 
city is located about 5 miles inland from the Pacific 
Ocean and in the state of Baja, California. The capital 
city is Mexicali. The southern half of the Baja Peninsula 
is occupied by the state of Baja California Sur, with 
its capital in La Paz. The District of San Francisco 
New Orleans has communities in two  Pacific 
Northwests: one in the United States and the other 
in México. It’s a matter of which side of the interna-
tional boarder you are standing on! 
      

Glimpses of Tijuana  
       During the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s, Tijuana was 
considered the most visited city in the world.  Most 
tourist activity is centered around Avenida Revolución.  
It is located within walking distance from the inter-
national boarder with its huge arch marking its 
presence against the Tijuana skyline. Prohibition in 
the 1930’s accelerated its growth into a center of 
bars and clubs for Americans looking for adult bev-
erages. One drinking establishment had what 
claimed to be the longest bar in the world, called 
the whale. For many decades there were fine shops 
with quality Mexican handicrafts and imported 
goods like Waterford Crystal, French perfumes and 
Lladró from Spain. The days of luxury goods have 
ended. Japanese tourist to California usually spend 
a day exploring the crafts’ shops and buying tequila.     
       One of the curiosities that have captivated 
tourist from around the world are the donkeys 
painted with black and white stripes to appear as 
zebras.  A trip to Tijuana isn’t complete without a 
photo taken with these animals in disguise! 



thanks to Michael Ávila for showing us around the 
college campus. 
       On July 18 we bid farewell to our Lasallian    
Volunteer Jorge Schober after a year of service to 
school and community.  He was a dedicated teacher 
and good friend to many of our students. He taught 
computer, law, Open high school and Lasallian classes.         
       Ernesto took off for a few weeks in the commu-
nity in Guadalajara and Juan Nacho for Mexico City 
and then onto Monterrey for the Volunteer Retreat. 
       Tijuana celebrated the 125th anniversary of its 
founding with various civic activities.  On July 14 
ground-breaking took place for the new Otay 
boarder crossing.  This new facility will allow direct 
access from the United States into the Tijuana    
International Airport and will serve the 2.4 million 
passengers who cross the boarder annually to take 
flights. This is about 45% of the annual Tijuana In-
ternational Airport passenger count. This is a first 
for the San Diego-Tijuana metropolitan region. No 
other international boarder has this type of facility. 
       Summer maintence at the Center included the 
painting of the chapel, and a remodeling of the 
school kitchen/classroom with new counter-tops 
and in two restrooms, showers were replaced with 
toilet facilities. 
       One of the classes that I plan on teaching this 
Fall  is the class called Tijuana: History and Legends.  
This will be the second time I teach this class.  New 
material has been incorporated on a tour of histori-
cal monuments. As a part of the preparation of this 
new material I made a visit to many of these monu-
ments.  I was accompanied by Jorge López, from La 
Salle, who acted as chuffer and our cook Cruz, who 
actively participates in a reading circle at the Tijua-
na Cultural Center.  I have also spent part of the 
month revising first level English and advanced-
level conversation classes.  New material has been 
incorporated into both levels.  
 

San José, Costa Rica  
     On July 29 I boarded an American Airlines flight 
in San Diego to Dallas and then on to San José, Costa 
Rica.  With this trip, I have been fortunate to have 
visited all Central American nations and Panamá.  San 
José is a bustling city of 1.6 million people.  With 
guidebook in hand, I planned a week of historical 
and cultural activities and some hanging out time. 
The National Museum is in a former military        

educational work, so we held the gathering at the 
school.  There were Franciscans, Marist Brothers of 
the Schools, Holy Family Brothers, Adorers of the 
Blessed Sacrament (a monastic group), Jesuits, and 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.  One of the Franciscans 
is Vicar for Religious and read us his report he will 
present to the Archbishop.  It highlights the contri-
butions of Religious in health care, educations,   
parish work, attention to the marginalized, poor 
and immigrants and religious education.  His report 
indicated the deficient formation of many female 
religious and the ongoing tensions between parish-
es staffed by religious and the policies/practices of 
the archdiocese. He also pointed out the often in-
different attitude of diocesan clergy to the needs of 
religious communities. In a recent meeting between 
our Director, Juan Ignacio, and Rafael Muñoz, Arch-
bishop of Tijuana, the Archbishop requested that we 
collaborate with women religious with their formation.  
       On June 24 the District of México-Norte observed 
the 100th Anniversary of the assassinations of two 
French Brothers in Zacatecas in 1914.  Two Auxiliary 
Visitors from the District of France were present for 
the commemorative activities in Zacatecas, Zacatecas. 
  

July 2014  
       We ended classes on the 4th of July.  The next 
day we celebrated our end of term Fiesta Day with 
Mass, awarded 4100-hour diplomas, celebrated 
five Confirmations and two First Communions.  The 
Archbishop of Tijuana, Rafael Muñoz, was the prin-
cipal celebrant.  It is inspiring to see the number of 
young adults in our First Communion/Confirmation 
class. After Mass there was non-stop food and en-
tertainment until 3:00 in the afternoon.  Members 
of the Patronato were staffing the bank, selling soft 
drinks and food.  
      On July 7 I took off for Stockton to see my mom 
and tend to her affairs.  On Wednesday, Brother 
Juan Ignacio and our volunteer, Jorge Schober, arrived 
in Sacramento to spend some time touring the Napa 
Valley and the San Francisco Bay Area.  Brother 
Richard Orona and the Holy Family Community 
were our gracious hosts.  We contracted with 
“Orona Tours” for trips to Saint Mary's College, the 
Napa Valley and San Francisco.  On our last day, we 
took a drive to the Russian River area.  We also 
want to thank the Saint Mary's College Community 
for hosting us for social and dinner.  A special 



I spent the weekend before classes with the Pre-
novices. There are currently 12 postulants and 8 
pre-novices. Cuban candidates receive their for-
mation in Cuba, including the novitiate while Haitian 
candidates come to México after their postulancy 
to learn Spanish and make their novitiate and uni-
versity studies.  On Sunday I joined them for a hike 
up a volcanic ash hill.  In the afternoon they invited 
me to join them to see a bull fight.  We went to the 
famed Plaza México.  As we neared the bull ring, 
we had to pass by Animal Rights activists calling us 
"assassins."  There was a line of anti-riot police to 
separate the activists from the bull fight patrons.  
After watching six bulls be taunted, tortured, pocked 
and prodded with spears and daggers, then killed 
and dragged out of the ring amid cheers, I had to 
agree with the activists that "Torture is not cul-
ture." The remainder of the week I prayed and ate 
with the postulant community.  
       We have a new Lasallian volunteer this year.  
Her name is María Guadalupe Salais Jaime from 
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon.  She is entering her sec-
ond year as a volunteer.  The last academic year 
she assisted in the primary and secondary school 
for low-income students. The school is located in 
Tecpán, about a two hour drive from Acapulco. She 
will be teaching classes in our open Secondary 
School, Computer literacy, and Lasallian values. 
       Mexican immigration officials made a surprise 
visit to our educational center to verify my address 
and institutional sponsor. An official document was 
produced to testify that my residency is legal! 
       On August 22, René and Salud Soria celebrated 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary Mass in our school 
chapel.  Their fiesta was on their humble ranch outside 
of Tecate.  Power generators provided power for 
non-stop music for family, friends and members of 
the Centro La Salle Choir.   
       The Community spent one day in Playas de   
Tijuana at a retreat center to work out our Community 
Annual Project for the year.  
 

September 2014 
       On September 1 we began the new semester.  
The morning was dedicated to handing out enroll-
ment forms for new and those returning students 
who did not receive an enrollment form at the end 
of the last semester.  Those students who have  

installation.  The army was officially abolished in 
1948 after a bloody civil war. The entrance area of 
the museum has been converted into a butterfly 
sanctuary.  The museum is located next to the    
Democracy Park constructed to commemorate 100 
years of Costa Rican Democracy.  The other muse-
um visited was the Central Bank  3 in 1 Museum: 
contemporary art, pre-Columbian artifacts, and the 
history of the Cost Rican currency, El Colón.   
       I was able to locate the local Lasallian school 
and university.  One of the young Brothers there 
spent a week in Tijuana two summers ago along 
with other Brothers from the RELAL. He gave me a 
lot of interesting information about Costa Rica. The 
Director of the school was a Guatemalan Brother I 
knew during my years in Guatemala.  
       August 2 is the big feast day of Our Lady of the 
Angels.  People begin walking to the town of Carta-
go to express their devotion to Our Lady.  I went on 
Sunday for the open-air Mass and the Pasada.  The 
Pasada is Procession of the image of Our Lady of 
the Angels.  The Procession begins with police, fire 
trucks and ambulances, acolytes with a lot of incense, 
the firing of shots in front of the City Hall, the statue 
enclosed in plastic, followed by tractors and bright-
ly painted ox-drawn carts with fresh produce.   
       La Negrita (The Black Virgin)  is a small, probably 
indigenous representation of the Virgin Mary, found 
on the spot where the present Basilica was con-
structed, on August 2, 1635 by a native woman.  As 
the story goes, when she tried to take the statuette 
with her, it miraculously reappeared back where 
she'd found it.  So the townspeople built a shrine 
around her.  In 1824, she was declared Costa Rica's 
patron Virgin.   
      

August 2014 
       For the 5th year in a row I went to Mexico City 
to participate in the Biblical-Theological Program of 
the Pontifical University of México.  This year we 
studied the miracles of Jesus in the synoptic gospels.  
Our teacher was Toribio Tapia, one of the leading 
biblical scholars in México.  I have to admit that 
these biblical studies make the Sunday homily hard 
to endure at times.  The University is located near 
the Postulancy and Prenovitiate communities for 
the two Mexican districts that include the Antilles 
(Puerto Rico, Haiti, Dominican Republic and Cuba).  



parish church in Lincoln Heights; the house was  
occupied by the nuns who had taught in the parish 
but who had left some years before. The house is 
quite complete, with chapel, kitchen, living room, 
dining room, and nine personal rooms. It is a bit 
tight but comfortable enough. The community is 
composed of eight Brothers. Brother Daniel Fenton 
is now in the Philippines and Brother Chris Brady 
has moved to be closer to La Salle High School 
where he is principal. It will take until about March 
or April to remodel the house at Cathedral. The 
work has now begun. Brother Roch did a marvelous 
job of improving the convent for the Brothers. He 
has been doing some vegetable gardening in the 
back yard. Brother Ricardo continues teaching    
second grade at Santa Isabel and Brother De Sales 
continues his work and La Salle High School. The 
other seven Brothers work at Cathedral. 
       The Cap meeting took place August 22-23 at 
the Kolbe Center at the University of San Diego. 
Brother Roch, Director, led the event with some 
Brothers acting as secretaries. The Brothers attended 
mass at the campus chapel of the Immaculata and 
enjoyed two evenings at a couple of local restaurants. 
Brothers James and La Salle enjoyed traveling to 
San Diego on the train. 
       Brother Roch attended the director's meeting 
at Mullen High School and enjoyed the experience 
of meeting all the directors of the newly formed 
San Francisco New Orleans district. He found the 
meeting most helpful, since the group discussed all 
of the duties that a director should fulfill. 
       On September 20, the Brothers serving Cathe-
dral High School attended the Diocesan workshop 
held at Conaty High School for the teachers of a 
certain section of the Diocesan schools. The pre-
senter for the session was Father Robert Spitzer, a 
Jesuit who spoke about happiness, its meaning, and 
how to experience it in four stages: the material, 
the self interested, the love and service of others, 
and the transcendent. The second half of his 
presentation was on the new proofs for the existence 
of God, about which he has written a book, New 
Proofs for the Existence of God.  His presentation, 
filled with humor, was well received. 
        Brother John attended the SSAA meeting on 
September 22 in New Orleans and found it a     
wonderful opportunity to meet the principals and  
 

zero or one absence in their formative class receive 
an enrollment form on the last day of classes. We 
spent the first week of September enrolling returning 
and new students. More than 500 new students 
enrolled in classes. Counting returning students, 
our numbers are more than 1900 students for this 
period of classes. This semester I am teaching a 
new class called Psychology for Everyone.  I am also 
teaching Old Testament, Introducción to the Bible, 
Value Formation, The Gift of Sexuality, a beginner's 
English class and two advanced classes (grammar 
and conversation).  I am offering two Book Club 
classes: Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel 
and Tijuana: History and Legends. We spent a  
Community Day on Sunday attending Mass together 
at Estrella del Mar (Mary, Star of the Sea) in Playas 
de Tijuana and then took a short drive to Puerto 
Nuevo, a small tourist town a bit south of Rosarito 
Beach where lobster is the main attraction. We 
took a day off from classes to celebrate the 204th 
anniversary of Independence on September 16th.  
       A powerful hurricane caused massive destruction 
in Baja California Sur in the cities of Los Cabos y La 
Paz.  The cities remained with out electricity and 
water for days.  Massive looting took place.  The 
Federal Government sent in the army to restore 
order and participate in the distribution of aid and 
the clean-up efforts.  
       We went to see the new movie Cantiflas in 
Cinópolis one Sunday afternoon in the Plaza Río. It 
was a very creative presentation of his life, work, 
struggles and successes.  As the month of October 
begins, we are in final preparations for the visit of 
the Evaluation Team to review the self-study we 
began last year.   
       On September 30, Brother Maurillio Barriga 
died in Monterrey.  He is a former member of the 
community here in Tijuana. 
       To end this contribution to the newsletter, I 
want to share a quote I saw in front of a restaurant 
on Calle Revolución: “Say no to drugs and yes to tacos.” 
  

    Br. Steven Vasoli, FSC 
       Correspondent 
 

Cathedral High School, Los Angeles 
 

       The community has moved from Bishops Road 
to a former convent next to Our Lady Help of Christians 



their auto units have been seen speeding out to  
emergency calls! 
 

            Br. La Salle Bossong, FSC 
            Correspondent 
 

De La Salle High School, Concord 
 

       In the beginning of our year together, Brother 
Robert Wickman called our attention to “new 
things”: almost a half-century into its existence, the 
Brothers’ Community on Winton Drive is now serving 
two apostolates and is host to a Lasallian Volunteer. 
       The 2014 – 2015 community is comprised of  
Br. Robert Wickman (Director), Br. Michael Saggau, 
Br. Lawrence Haley, Br. Jesús Lara, Br. Patrick Martin, 
and Mr. Anthony Carbone.  Br. Patrick just professed 
his First Vows in August following a novitiate year 
at Mont La Salle.  Originally from Long Island, New 
York, Anthony is a recent college graduate of La 
Salle University in Philadelphia. 
       The buzz at the beginning of this school year 
was, of course, the premiere of the highly anticipated 
major motion picture about the De La Salle High 
School football team.  When the Game Stands Tall 
brought the news vans to campus, and, it brought 
our Principal, Brother Robert, to a number of red-
carpet events to represent the school.  The reception 
overall has been very positive.  Our larger school 
community has enjoyed the opportunity to share 
the hallmarks of our tradition with those just now 
hearing about us through the film. 
       Another buzz-worthy moment would be the 
opening of De La Salle Academy.  The newest middle 

presidents of all the schools in the new district. 
       On September 25, the reception featuring the 
scholarship fund in honor of Brother Bertram, for-
mer principal of Cathedral, was held in the Melvin 
Henderson reception room in the new building. Do-
nors to the fund were invited as well as four students 
who had been awarded scholarships. Various guests 
spoke of their memories of Brother Bertram. Brother 
La Salle was a member of the community and 
Brother James was a student at the time. They both 
had memories to share. Hors d'oeuvres were served 
and a video of Brother Bertram was presented. Each 
of the four scholarship recipients received a testimonial. 
       On October 11, St. Bridget's Chinese Mission 
next to Cathedral will celebrate its 75th anniversary. 
The Brothers are invited to the dinner that day and 
to the mass with the Bishop on October 18.  The 
pastors of the mission have said the weekly Masses 
for the Brothers for many years. At the present time, 
the Piarist fathers of Our Lady Help of Christians 
are saying the weekly Masses. 
       Birthday celebrations during October were for 
Brother James, the 14th; Brother Ricardo, the 19th; 
and La Salle, the 28th. 
       Brothers John and La Salle spent an afternoon 
at the Los Angeles County Fair. After enjoying some 
dinner they split up to see different events on their 
own. Brother La Salle especially enjoyed the Chinese 
flower pavilion and Brother John, the farm animal 
section. Brother La Salle did not find the fried Twinkie 
he bought too appetizing... 
       On September 20, Brother John attended the 
wedding of his niece in Sacramento. 
       The Brothers have been suffering from the   
excessive heat, sometimes near 100 degrees, at 
this time of the summer. Blowers, fans, and         
individual air conditioners have been active. We  
are looking forward to the cooler weather and 
hoped for rain. 
       The school is enjoying full enrollment at 775 
students.  There are in the school four new teachers, 
three of whom are from the Place Corps, which is 
organized by Loyola University to help employ young 
new teachers who service schools while studying 
for their degrees at the University. 
       One house down from where the Brothers live 
in the converted convent, the bomb squad that 
serves L.A. has a huge complex and every so often  

The school sign that greets arrivals at the entrance 

to the newly-opened De La Salle Academy in Concord. 



which will be held in Big Sky, Montana. 
       On the SFUAD side, Brother Ron is working on 
rekeying the Greer Garson Theater. With a lot of new 
faculty and staff this year at the University, Brother 
has been busy with making key and lock changes.    
 

    Br. James Brown, FSC 
       Correspondent 
 

Holy Family Community, Mont La Salle 
 

       The Holy Family Community held their CAP 
meetings on two consecutive days at the beginning 
of September. The first morning was dedicated to 
considering larger issues, where input came from 
Mr. Matt Powell  and two articles, one on prayer and 
the other the 2003 letter from Brother Alvaro to 
Senior Brothers. The second morning focused on 
practical house concerns, including our schedule, prayer 
principles and practices, responsibilities, celebrations 
and activities, etc. The results have been gathered 
into a central CAP document, and the two days were 
concluded by the taking of a community photograph. 

       John Finnegan, a member of our nursing staff 
for twelve years, has retired. On September 3rd, he 
was feted at a luncheon in the Conference Center 
Dining Hall by the Nursing Staff, the Holy Family 
Community, and many members of the Provincialate 
Community, De La Salle Institute, and other friends. 
       Two new permanent members of the Holy 
Family Community from the former New Orleans 
Santa Fe District: Brother Emmet Sinitiere and 
Brother Paul Walsh. Emmet works in our archives 
with Andrea Miller, consolidating the archives from 

school in the Region welcomed thirty-four fifth and 
sixth graders in early August.  These youngest Spartans 
have been entrusted to a dedicated faculty of six, 
including principal Ms. Marilyn Paquette and our 
LV, Anthony. The students apparently have a running 
count of how many Brothers have made a visit —
the last statistic was about fifteen or sixteen —
though they probably have lost count of how many 
of their older Spartan brothers have come from the 
high school to offer help in afterschool tutoring.  As 
the paint has literally just dried on the walls, everything 
about “the Academy” is shiny-new, and it is exciting 
to see the seeds planted of what someday will be 
great traditions. 
 

               Br. Patrick Martin, FSC 
               Correspondent 
 

Hilary House Community 
 

       Members of the Hilary House Community in 
Santa Fe are Br. Don Mouton, Director, Br. Ron 
Bartusiak, and Br. Jim Brown.  Br. Don teaches at 
Santa Fe University of Art and Design (SFUAD) in 
religious education.  Br. Ron works in the Physical 
Plant at SFUAD.  Br. Jim does volunteer Campus 
Ministry at Santa Fe Community College and works 
with the Santa Fe Catholic Deanery and Santa Fe 
Interfaith Leadership Alliance as part of this. 
       The three members of the community all 
worked at the College of Santa Fe and were happy 
to see the tribute paid to actress Greer Garson at 
SFUAD as well as other venues in honor of her 
110th birthday.  This anniversary was on Septem-
ber 29, which was also the feast of St. Michael. 
Greer and husband Buddy Fogelson were great 
supporters of the College of Santa Fe, and Greer 
was an Affiliated member of the Institute. 
       Br. Ron attended the annual Rocky Mountain 
Association of Physical Plant Administrators, held 
here in Santa Fe at Buffalo Thunder Resort. The 
University of New Mexico was the host this year. 
Br. Ron was responsible for transportation for the 
fishing event.  Fifteen members of the RMA group 
participated and went to the Pecos area on private 
river land.  One of the attendees caught a 28-inch 
rainbow trout as big and fat as a football.  It was a 
real challenge reeling it in!  In the bingo event Br. 
Ron won the trip to next year’s RMA conference,  
 



La Salle Vietnam House Community 
 

         This school year is a specially blessed one, with 
two celebrations: the 50th anniversary of Robing of 
Brother Valery An, and the 25th anniversary of the 
Brothers' arriving in Silicon Valley.  
         This fall, Brother Fortunat Phong continues his 
ministry as trainer for the formation of catechists of 
different parishes in San Jose, Fort Worth, Houston, 
and as presenter at religious education conferences 
in Portland and Copenhagen. He is also preparing 
young people for the next World Youth Day, which 
will be in Krakow, Poland in 2016. 
         Brother Joseph Tran continues his studies in 
English and Math at Mission College.  Besides studying,  
he is in charge of buying food for the community 
and, sometimes on weekends, cooking excellent 
food for the community. 
         Brother Cosmas Vu, at the age of 85, enjoys 
using a computer to print Mass cards, read and respond 
his emails. He keeps in good shape by exercising 
every afternoon. After each dinner, he walks back and 
forth at the back yard with the rosary in his hands. 
         Brother Anthony Nguyen continues his second 
year as a catechetical coordinator at Our Lady of La 
Vang parish. In the summer, he completed his master’s 
degree in Pastoral ministry with an emphasis on 
Catechetics.  Recently, he received his Master    
Catechist certification from the Diocese of San Jose. 
In the year 2014-15, Brother Anthony will organize 
the Faith Beyond 2000 program for the Vietnamese 
catechists.  Brother Phong is a presenter for most 
of its sessions.  
         Brothers Valery An, Joseph, and Anthony are 
temporally running an after-school program at our 
community. The Brothers help eight to ten students 
from first grade to eighth grade with their homework. 
         The San Jose community wishes ALL OF 
BROTHERS A GREAT SCHOOL YEAR! 
 

           Br. Anthony Nguyen, FSC 
           Correspondent 
 

Le Amis des Frères 
 

       When we were in the Juniorate at Mont La 
Salle, Chris Bassen and I wrote a silly little play 
called “The Gun Smoked”, which was put on at the 
Juniorate in Napa, California, and then at the      

both Districts. One temporary member of the   
community is 94-year-old Father Michael Buckley. 
O.C.D., from the Carmelite Monastery in Oakville, 
which had been severely damaged in the earthquake. 
       The bell tower atop our main chapel has been 
reinforced and remodeled, with the original mosaic 
artwork repaired, renewed, and revealed. It looks 
very nice. 

       Among our visitors and guests have been the 
following: Brother Dominic Ruegg from Saint Mary’s 
College, and also Brother Martin Ash who visited with 
Brother Warren Stewart. Father La Salle Hallissey, O.P., 
of the faculty at De La Salle High School in Concord 
also came by, visiting Father Patrick LaBelle, O.P. 
       Brother George Van Grieken attended the 3rd  
Lasallian Research Symposium at the Minneapolis 
campus of Saint Mary’s University, Winona, from 
September 27 – 30. 
       Brother George Van Grieken and Brother War-
ren Stewart attended the Justin-Siena High School’s 
2014 Induction of three graduates to the Hall of 
Honor and to the private luncheon that followed. 
Brother George, a present member of the Justin-
Siena Hall of Honor, was inducted in 2012. 
       During the first weekend in October, nineteen 
students from the Lasallian Community at Saint 
Mary’s College, Moraga, (a student community on 
campus) came to Mont La Salle for their retreat. On 
Sunday, just before lunch, they visited our Holy 
Family Community and entertained us with a brief 
program of song. 
 

            Br. Conrad Kearney, FSC 
            Correspondent 
 

The newly-refurbished bell tower at Mont La Salle. 



Mullen High School 
 

“Yea, I shall return with the tide.”  
Khalil Gibran, The Prophet 

 

       The last week of September saw Mullen High 
School engaged in the yearly celebration that is 
Homecoming. The theme for the week emphasized 
nautical and beach related activities. “Tacky Tourist 
Tuesday” and “Beach Vacation Day” allowed students 
and staff alike the opportunity to dress the part as 
they showed off their Mustang spirit.  They flooded 
the classrooms and hallways throughout the week, 
mimicking the look of beach enthusiasts.  The highly 
spirited week was punctuated by an all-school pep 
rally in the Hutchison Field House. Our Poms and 
Cheerleaders enthusiastically inspired our student 
body to shout their school pride to the rafters. Also 
featured on Friday afternoon was the annual carnival, 
highlighted by the powder puff football game where 
Mullen’s senior girls held off the junior girls in a 
classic tilt that was as animated as it was well-played.  
       Later that evening, our Mustang varsity football 
team secured a victory over the Chatfield Chargers 
much to the delight of the overflow crowd that had 
assembled at Brother Bernard Kineavey de La Salle 
Stadium. Halftime allowed for the grand tradition 
of the forming of the freshman “M” and fight song, 
as well as well as the crowning of the Homecoming 
court by our Principal, Janell Kloosterman, and our 
President, Carl Unrein.  
       The following evening, Sports Authority Field at 
Mile High welcomed the Mustangs and hosted our 
community as the kids danced the night away in  

Juniorate in Glencoe, Missouri.  So, we boasted 
that our play had been performed “from coast to 
coast” — from the Pacific Coast to the Gulf Coast —
even though neither Juniorate was very near a 
coast.  Now that this newsletter is distributed from 
the Pacific Coast to the Gulf Coast, I thought I would 
use this first column to tell everyone who we are. 
       The members of this group are Christian Brothers, 
former Brothers and their families, and our friends 
and supporters.  Les Amis des Frères is administered 
by a committee consisting of Joe Sperske, Bradley 
Francis, and Michael Tscheekar.  We have a Facebook 
page administered by Dino Ghilarducci and Robert 
Leppert. New members are invited to peruse the 
many photo albums by clicking on the links below 
the photos. We encourage all members to post 
comments and photos. 
       From its earliest days in the 1970s and 1980s, 
our group has enjoyed the support and encourage-
ment of the leadership of the District.  We are an 
informal group with no membership dues, but as a 
group we support the mission of the Brothers and 
we encourage our members to show their support 
individually.  Through an annual golf tournament 
and dinner, we raised funds for the former Lasallian 
Educational Opportunity Center in Oakland, California, 
and now we are donating to the Lasallian Christian 
Brothers Education Fund, most recently through a 
silent auction at our reunion picnic last month. 
       Our two major annual events are the reunion 
picnic each September at Mont La Salle and our 
week-long gathering/retreat at the Christian Brothers' 
Saint Joseph's Camp on the Russian River in Sonoma 
County, California. (The next one will be July 11-19, 
2015; we will post details in spring 2015).   
       Our Facebook page is for Les Amis des Frères 
only; it's not a public group. Prospective new mem-
bers can join and see content by clicking on “+Join”. 
We  have about 100 members on Facebook, and 
we also maintain an email list of former Brothers, 
their families and friends who want to keep updat-
ed on our activities and news of the Brothers. 
       I can picture groups like ours springing up in 
other areas of the country, wherever there are former 
Brothers, their families and friends.   
       My contact email is misha@sbceo.org. 
 

               Mr. Michael Tscheekar  
               Correspondent 

Mullen students enjoying the school’s Homecoming Carnival. 
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reaches of campus. The student body has embraced 
the Mustang Drum Line, cheering them on at pep 
rallies and athletic contests. Regarding the wave of 
success and interest in the phenomenon Mr. York 
states, “The students coined the phrase, "Eights is 
Life."  Which actually has some meaning; they say it 
because I consistently make them warm up with an 
easy exercise known as eights.  We all play eight 
notes together.  This challenges them, but it reveals 
a lot about us. It is important to me that they are 
disciplined and they learn the proper technique. 
Some directors skip warm ups all together, but I 
believe students can learn just as much about proper 
technique, work ethic, tempo and cleanliness by 
playing our warm ups as our actual show. The reason 
our shows are effective is because we spend a    
significant amount of time warming up, hence the 
quote, ‘Eights is life.’”  
       Ultimately, Mr. York acknowledges, “The reason 
this has been able to take off is because Mullen’s 
administration is behind it. Their support is incredible.” 
By all accounts, our school is flush with pride with a 
plan for the further good health of our school. 
Buoyed by the best Homecoming week in memory 
and alongside Lasallian educators like Mr. York, the 
sky for Mullen High School is, indeed, the limit. The 
Mullen community will continue to be inspired by 
the line from our fight song, written by Brother 
Martin Fenerty, to “Bring forth her banners now 
and lift them on high”, as we build on the current 
wave of spirit and fellowship. The bar has been set 
with our charge to continue to carry the momentum 
on behalf of all our current and former students. As 
last week’s events remind us, Mullen is more than 
a school; it truly is a home for us all. 
 

                Mr. Sean Keefe 
                Correspondent 
 

Provincialate Community, Mont La Salle 
 

       Prayerful  greetings from Mont La Salle and the 
Provincialate community. Happy to join with the 
rest of the District in this inaugural publication of 
the District of San Francisco New Orleans newsletter.  
       One of the significant changes for us as a com-
munity is the opportunity for increased visitors and 
hospitality which provides us with a rich diversity of 
new stories and experiences.  We have been happy 

the shadow of the home of the Denver Broncos. The 
theme for the dance was, “S.S. Mullen Captain’s 
Ball”, and it did not disappoint. The efforts of our 
Student Council, led by Director of Student Life, Joe 
Welling, were Herculean. Once again, our school’s 
selfless community came together to celebrate 
Mullen’s past, present and future. 
       Central to Mullen’s palpable sense of school 

spirit is our Mustang Drum Line, led by Choir Director 

Sean York, now in his second year on staff. The 

Mustang Drum Line has emerged as a force with  

regard to identity and school spirit. In its inception,  

the Mustang Drum Line was small in numbers but 
big on enthusiasm and talent. Today, the group 
boasts twenty one members; some novice and 
some more advanced. “We have expanded a lot 
this year which means our instrument list is growing,” 

says the ever positive Mr. York.  “Our numbers are 
huge; we currently have twenty-one members, which 
is much bigger than other high schools around   
Colorado. The main instruments are snare drums, 
quads, bass drums, and cymbals. Because our 
group has grown so much, we have added a front 
percussion ensemble.  In the ensemble we have 
auxiliary percussion and mallets. We have a brand 
new xylophone that the students have started playing.”  
       Mr. York has built the Mustang Drum Line 
through personal relationships with the kids and a 
keen sense of musical excellence. His commitment 
is beyond noteworthy and is evident by the bi-weekly 
morning practice sessions. The staff at Mullen has 
grown accustomed to beginning their days hearing 
spirited, catchy drum beats that emit from the far 

The Mustang Drum Line leads a recent student tribute 

to United States military veterans. 



published by the Casa Generalizia.  
       And our list of guests also includes international 
Lasallians who are usually here for apostolic reasons 
and have some time to come to the Napa Valley for 
a few days of rest / touring. This summer we were 
able to welcome travelers from Singapore, Dennis 
Tang and Vincent Andraraj from SJI – International, 
our Lasallian School from where Brother George 
Van Grieken just returned. Dennis and Vincent, 
along with Brother Paul Hok are the advance per-
sonnel attending Buttimer Institute with the intention 
of beginning something similar for Singapore and 
perhaps all of LEAD (Lasallian East Asia District). 
From that same area of Asia, we had Brother Stephen 
Hogan, Principal of La Salle – Hong Kong, who was 
here to do some research. Brother Ling John from 
Myanmar was also able to join us for several days. 
While he had several reasons for his time in the 
USA, he was able to make connections with St. 
Mary’s College – Moraga which is intending to send   
4 students and a professor in January for a special 
one month service immersion in the La Salle Learning 
Center, Yangon. Some will be able to assist with the 
nearly begun Business Management program in 
Yangon as the students from St. Mary’s are from 
the international business program at the College. 
       So July brought us many new adventures and 
Lasallians to Napa and we are grateful for the ex-
pansion of our Lasallian experience.  Next newsletter, 
we can spend some time commenting on the more 
regular routines of the members of the Community.  
Prayerful best wishes for the upcoming holidays 
and special religious commemorations.  
 

        Brother Mark Murphy, FSC 
        Correspondent 
 

San Miguel High School 
 

       Greetings from Tucson, Arizona where Fall has 
arrived!  The weekend temperatures are actually 
cooler here than in California as it simmers in a 
heat wave.  If it’s any consolation, that is our 
weather here from late May – September. 
       This year San Miguel High School celebrates its 
10th Year Anniversary in our young history.  With 
that in mind, your correspondent will submit this 
entry as a top 10 list. 
 

to welcome Charlie Legendre and Bob Carrejo as 
members of the District Leadership Team and 
Brothers Donald Mouton and Michael Livaudais as 
members of the District Council. And we are happy 
to have as “neighbors” in the Holy Family community: 
Brothers Paul Walsh and Emmet Sinitiere.  
       As part of our ministry of hospitality, we look 
forward to the socials and dinners that involve the 
Presidents and Principals of all the schools, the 
Board Training sessions for new Board Members 
and the gatherings of all Board chairs when held 
here at Mont La Salle.  
       We look forward to individual Brothers and 
Lasallian Partners who come to visit for a whole 
host of reasons, personal and ministry related. So it 
has been most enriching and socially broadening 
for all of us and we hope a most pleasant experi-
ence for those who come. The weather has been 
most cooperative but of course we are all looking 
for more rain.  
       July marked the beginning of a lot more travel 
for our own community members of the Leadership 
Team, Brothers Donald and James. It is great to 
have them with us when they return and share stories 
and news from the rest of the District. We also 
have two other community members whose travel 
program has increased since July: Brother Kevin 
Slate, who is doing full time vocation/initial for-
mation work since the novitiate is not in session 
this year; and Heather Ruple, who became a tem-
porary member as a consequence of the earth-
quake. Her rented domicile was one of those red-
tagged in Napa, so we have had the good fortune 
to include her as a community member for a period 
of time. But she also is on the road a lot more due 
to her commitments in the District Vocation / 
Lasallian Youth Ministry work.  
       We were delighted to offer hospitality and a 
break to Brother Aidan Kilty as he made the transition 
from Visitor of Great Britain and Malta to General 
Councilor. He and Donald gave us great insights to the 
General Chapter and commentary on a fascinating, 
semi-autobiographical account by Br. Michele 
Sauvage (translated by Br Miguel Campos) of the 
transitions he had experienced the Institute going 
through, with especially insightful comments from 
the time of the 1966 Chapter forward. The book is 
titled THE FRAGILE HOPE OF A WITNESS and is  



 Lasallian Social Justice Institute and Brothers 
 who decided to spend a little extra time in Tucson.  
 Brothers Brian Henderson and James Dries 
 in particular spent some time with the community 
 and we enjoyed their visit very much. 
 

7.   New Community Members.  Once the Brothers 
 decided to settle back into Tucson, the commu
 nity welcomed our two Lasallian Volunteers for 
 the 2014 – 2015 school year.  Ms. Yolanda Franco, 
 a Lewis University Alum, joins us from Chicago 
 and is working with our College Counseling 
 office as well as supporting the school’s service 
 and immersion programs.  Ms. Leslie Anne    
 Salvador, former student body president at St. 
 Mary’s College, joins us from Union City and is 
 working with the Corporate Internship program 
 and supporting Student Life as Senior Class 
 Moderator.  We are enjoying their youthful     
 energy and commitment to community life. 
 

6.   A Little Remodeling.  It should be noted that 
 the school AND community are celebrating 
 their 10th Year Anniversary.  After Br. Steven 
 Vasoli, founding Community Director, took care 
 of some kitchen and backyard remodeling a few 
 years back, it was time to replace some of the 
 carpets.  The downstairs carpet was replaced 
 with a nice new carpet in the living room and 
 lament floor in the T.V. room.  Our many guests 
 have complemented the new carpet and flooring. 
 

5. 10th Year Kickoff & First Vows.  The school 
kicked off its 10th year with the Mass of the  
Holy Spirit, ribbon-cutting, and a food truck cel-
ebration on Friday, August 1.  All students,    
faculty, and staff seemed to enjoy day!  Not 
done partying, the Community hopped on a 
plane the next morning to attend the First Vows 
Liturgy of Brothers Roberto and Patrick.  They 
enjoyed their stay with the Carmelite Sisters 
and visiting the Brovent. 

 

4. CAP Weekend.  On the Feast of the Assumption 
and soon after our school liturgy, the Community 
headed north to Scottsdale, Arizona where the 
temperature soared to 105 during the second 
week of August.  Even with the heat, the com-
munity enjoyed the hospitality provided at the 
Franciscan Renewal Center.  Perhaps the most 

10. Farewells.  At the end of last school year, we 
bid farewell to our two Lasallian Volunteers for 
the 2013 – 2014 school year.  Ms. Shannon  
Guscetti moved up the road to Scottsdale,     
Arizona where she continues teaching.  Our  
second year Lasallian Volunteer, Ms. Kenenna 
Amuzie, accepted a full-time position at San 
Miguel High School as El Otro Lado Coordinator 
(the school’s immigration immersion program) 
and a member of the College Counseling staff.  
Kenenna is now the second Lasallian Volunteer 
to continue as a full-time staff member.  The 
other is Brianna Mustard (LV 2010 – 2012), who 
is member of the faculty. 

 

9. Brothers trekking through Italy, the Midwest, 
Southern California, and the Pacific Ocean.   
Br. Chris Patiño returned to Tucson in late June.  
Before returning, he was joined by his parents 
and sister soon after the conclusion of the   
General Chapter (a reflection on the General 
Chapter has been submitted for this newsletter).  
Br. Chris and his family enjoyed some time in 
Rome, Assisi, and Florence.  Soon after his re-
turn, Br. Chris was on the road again to attend  
a wedding in Los Angeles.  Once that trip was 
completed the rest of the summer was spent 
getting ready for the new school year.  Br.   
Martin Vu also stayed busy gearing up for the 
new school year before heading to Minnesota 
to spend some time with his brother and surviving 
summer rainstorms.  From there, Br. Martin 
headed back West to Southern California where 
he spent a couple of weeks with his family.     
Br. Jonathan Cord, a member of the Corporate   
Internship Program staff, did not have much 
down time as the summer months are spent 
training new students for their jobs.  With a 
little relief in July, Br. Jonathan, the usual home-
body, headed to San Francisco and joined 
Brothers Edmond and Mark for an Alaskan cruise.  
Br. Jonathan said all had a great time, but what 
happens in the Pacific stays in the Pacific. 

 

8.   Summer Guests Abound.  While we enjoy 
 guests very much, we do not usually see folks 
 come our way during the summer months.  This 
 summer was a little different though.  We wel-
 comed a number of folks participating in the 



received a few sprinkles.]  The end of the 
month came around with San Miguel’s first 
Family Mass & Fiesta.  It was a great celebration 
for our families and all seemed to have a very 
enjoyable time.  This event was quickly fol-
lowed by an evening event honoring our faculty 
and staff, which was another success.  Both of 
these occasions are part of our 10 events to  
celebrate 10 years festivities happening this 
school year.  September guests: Br. Nick      
Gonzalez and the Lasallian Volunteers from the 
Cathedral, El Paso community visited us during 
Labor Day weekend.  We welcomed San Miguel 
staff members Mari John and Lupita Espinoza 
for dinner as part of our Lasallian feast day    
celebrations. 

 

1. October Highlights.  While the month has just 
begun, October is off to a quick start.  Yolanda 
continues her good work with Lasallian Youth 
ensuring our students have plenty of opportunities 
do service work while remaining attentive to 
other needs.  Br. Martin continues his commit-
ment to Our Lady of La Vang Parish where he 
directs their Confirmation program and provides 
tremendous support to the school’s art and 
technology programs.  Br. Jonathan’s patience 
and generosity are a gift to the community and 
he continues to be a great influence at the 
school.  Leslie Anne is finding her groove as she 
guides our students in the workplace and always 
brings laughter to the community.  Br. Chris 
continues his work as religion teacher and Dean 
while volunteering with Catholic Charities as 
they assist the needs of migrants. 

 
       There is our top 10 list for this month’s news-

letter.  We wish everyone is a blessed semester and 

for all you baseball fans out there enjoy the road to 

the World Series.  Our two baseball fans in the 

community, Br. Chris and Leslie Anne, are cheering 

on their baseball teams; somehow a Dodger fan 

and Giant fan ended up in the same house.  For 

now, maybe college football and cheering on the 

Arizona Wildcats will keep the community united! 
 

        Br. Christopher Patiño, FSC 

        Correspondent 

notable outcome of our CAP meetings was the 
community’s decision to hold our Friday morning 
prayer/Mass in our school chapel.  This decision 
came as a way to animate the school, especially 
in terms of its Catholicity.  This seems to be a 
welcomed opportunity by the faculty, staff, and 
students.  Br. Chris’ freshman religion class did 
a great job of assisting with the first Friday 
morning Mass. 

 

3. More Celebrating.  As has become tradition, 
the Community hosted the New Faculty and 
Staff for dinner after the Lasallian Orientation 
provided by Mr. Greg Kopra.  It was our first 
opportunity to show off our new fluffy carpet 
and shiny lament floor!  About 25 folks packed 
our little house on Bothell Way and seemed to 
enjoy appetizers, dinner (provided by our 
friends at the Olive Garden) and drinks 
(provided by our bartenders Br. Chris and 
Yolanda).  A few days later the Community 
headed downtown to celebrate LV Leslie Anne’s 
22nd birthday at The Hub.  She was quickly in-
troduced to silly Arizona laws when the server 
could not accept her California ID since it was 
not in vertical format.  If you’re really interest-
ed on why that’s the case, please contact us 
and we’ll let you know.  Let’s just say the since 
then Leslie Anne needs to show her passport in 
order to enjoy libations! 

 

2. Busy September.  September found the Com-
munity attending various meetings and events.  
Br. Chris attended the District Council Meeting 
and traveled to Los Angeles, Portland, and Se-
attle in his new role as Vocation Minister.  Br. 
Jonathan attended the Affiliation Ceremony for 
Mr. Bill George in Milwaukee and also traveled 
to Denver for the Directors Meeting where he 
was elected Chair of the Association.  The Dio-
cese held its annual Convocation for Consecrat-
ed Religious, Brothers Chris and Martin repre-
sented the Community.  [Side note: You may 
have heard in the National news about the pre-
cipitation that Tucson was to receive as rem-
nants of a hurricane from Baja headed our way.  
The City was on high alert for this weather 
event with emergency personnel preparing for 
major flooding and schools closing.  We         



Br. Joseph Fabiano.  He continues to work in the 
Library and represent SHC and the Brothers at a 
multitude of events, from parents night to funerals. 
His September highlight was a trip to Santa Rose 
for grape picking and crushing with his family, and 
volunteer Samantha Hyland in tow. 
 

Br. Martin Did Martini. He makes a daily appear-
ance in the student plaza during lunch periods and 
says he hasn't given out any penalties yet.  What he 
doesn't say is that he misses the pranks that Br. Javi 
Hanson used to play on last year. (We think he 
does!). He also enjoy his acupuncture treatments 
and telling stories about SHC. 
 

Br. John Hoover.  He keeps busy teaching and  
counseling the day long. In the house, he keeps up 
the seasonal themes in decorations. In the near fu-
ture he's busy planning the Octoberfest, in which 
the community hosts the combined faculty and 
staff members of SHC and DMA on our rooftop. 
 

Br. Joseph Kirk.  He heads down to DMA on a daily 
basis, there to help manage, prefect and mentor 
the young ones of the Tenderloin.  He loves walking 
about the city when he can, especially to AT&T park. 
Still a Dodger fan, and not afraid to wear their 
swag. 
 

Br. Roberto Martinez. After his novitiate year, he 
has returned to a very warm welcome from stu-
dents, staff and faculty.  His teaching load includes 
freshman religion and senior Christian leadership 
classes, with lunchtime exercise on the faculty-staff 
intramural team.  He provides a good and witty 
sense of humor to community gatherings. 
 

Br. Ronald Gallagher.  The newest old kid on the 
block, he took up his duties as the Interim Presi-
dent on August 1. He's undaunted by the task of 
getting to know everyone (students, faculty, staff, 
alumni and donors) in a short time.  What impress-
es him most is the mission orientation and the very 
competent and organized faculty and staff. He was 
assured before arriving that the school was in very 
good shape and has found the assurances to be ac-
curate!  His new hobby is walking the city, especially 
down the hill to the symphony. 
 

Br. Dante Amisola.  He survived his introduction to 
San Francisco with some scavenger hunts with his 

Sacred Heart Cathedral Community 
 

       The schools and community are off to a fine 
start. Brother Joseph Kirk and our two Lasallian  
volunteers, Katy Noetzel, in her second year, and 
Samantha Hyland in her first, began at DeMarillac 
Academy on August 1.  Those working at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, six Brothers, Tom Westberg, Joe 
Fabiano, Martin DiMartini, John Hoover, Roberto 
Martinez, and Ronald Gallagher, all either full time 
or volunteers, got back to work the week of August 
18 for meetings.  A full house of 1290 students 
came on August 25. Our two priests, Fr. Rob       
Carbonneau, in his third year, and Fr. Rafael Laizer, 
in his second year, were here throughout the    
summer.  The latest to arrive, Br. Dante Amisola, 
from the Philippines, came the first week of       
September to begin his studies for an M.A. in    
leadership at here in San Francisco. 
       In all, we are twelve in residence. It's a busy house in 
a busy city; there's hardly a day when we don't 
have a guest or two with us. We find ways to keep 
active, in small or large groups, in prayer, commu-
nity meals, and recreation. Here's a small listing. 
We had our CAP at the River September 5-7; several 
have been to Giants games: Tom, Joseph and Rich-
ard Orona to a Giants-Dodgers game, and seven of 
us to the final regular season game.  (At the time of 
this writing, the Giants are ploughing through the 
division on their way back to the World Series.) 
       A half dozen went south on a Saturday to ride 
the Roaring Camp Railroad thru the redwoods to 
the Santa Cruz boardwalk. We've already celebrated 
two birthdays: Samantha's with a LaSalle Philadelphia 
theme, and Tom's with a Giants theme, including 
autographed (or pseudo graphed) baseballs from such 
greats as Joseph F. DiMaggio and Martin Di Lincecum. 
       Here's the community roster with a glimpse 
into their busy doings. 
 

Br. Thomas Westberg, Director.  He spent most of 
the summer directing the Postulants, who were 
teaching summer school a t SHC. He did get away 
for a week up the coast, when he wasn't playing 
innkeeper. The community set a record with 12 
guests the weekend prior to Buttimer at SMC.  The 
Midwest, England, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, 
and Spain were all represented. 
 



       Our Community is a bit smaller this year with 
Brother Mark McVann on his sabbatical year and 
spending it mostly in South America. He is teaching  
at various Universities and taking time for himself 
while living in various communities in Brazil and 
Peru.  Brother Camillus Chavez is recuperating at 
Mont La Salle in Napa (and enjoys  getting lots of 
attention from the nurses there!) after he fell and 
broke his ankle.  The rest of us are here plugging 
along with various jobs of teaching, Brothers       
Michael Meister, Michael Avila, and Charlie Hilken.  
Bro. Bernie LoCoco does workshops and offers    
retreats and spiritual direction to many persons.  
Bro. Stan Sobczyk takes good care of the Community’s 
wants and needs for snacks and freely offers lots of 
advice to us free of charge.  Fr. John Morris, OP, 
our Chaplain, takes good care of our spiritual needs 
with daily Mass.  Bro. Clarence Schenk is often en-
tertaining our students with movies, and free pop-
corn and juices, in the Clarence Schenk Movie Theatre. 
       Bro. Brendan Madden still gives of his time and 
talents to help the poor in Oakland in after school 
studies, and working in the Career Center even 
though retired!   
       Bro. Dominic Ruegg (Dominic the Great) regales 
the Community with historical and general this –
and-that’s when he is not on a cruise to lands un-
known, Br. Dominic Berardelli (Dominic the Less) 
doing his run-about campus in his Bromobile, visiting 
the sick, and dining with alums and donors (and 
gaining weight!!) and keeping his office (nic-named 
the Candy Store -  for the ambassador students 
whose job is to welcome visitors and give tours to 
those visiting various Colleges) open for visitors and 
work!! 
       That’s it for now and we hope all of you will 
have an enjoyable and successful academic year! 
 

      Bro. Dominic Berardelli, FSC 
      Correspondent 
 

Saint Mary’s College High School 
 

       Saint Mary’s College High School’s 152nd 
school year is shaping up to be one of the best ever 
at the Brothers’ oldest school in the Western states.  
Saint Mary’s, founded in San Francisco in 1863 and 
conducted by the Brothers since 1868, welcomed a 
full enrollment of 630 students in late August, 

incoming leadership class.  He has settled in to a 
rigorous schedule of heavy reading and evening 
classes. 
 

Rev. Rob Carbonneau.  His new assignment keeps 
him busy: Beginning October 1, 2014 Father Rob 
Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. will become the new Exec-
utive Director of the U. S. Catholic China Bureau. 
The mission is to educate the American Catholics 
on the Chinese Catholic Church past and present.   
It is located at: 
 

 1646 Addison St.,  
 Berkeley, CA 94703 
 Phone: 510-900-2015 
 Email: robcarb@cpprov.org  
 

He will continue to work at the Ricci Institute at U 
of San Francisco one day a week. 
 

Rev. Rafael Laizer.  He has embarked on leader-
ship studies at USF as well as substituting for an 
absent pastor in one of the local parishes. 
 

Katy Noetzel.  Katy has returned for a second year 
of service as a Lasallian volunteer at De Marillac 
Academy, with lots of energy and verve, a require-
ment for working with fifth graders.  She has been 
a conscientious mentor to our first year volunteer, 
Samantha. 
 

Samantha Hyland.  Our newest volunteer is a re-
cent graduate of LaSalle University and quite con-
versant with Lasallian heritage. She is an eager par-
ticipant in the community as well as a manager of 
the fourth graders at DMA.  
 

         Br. Ronald Gallagher, FSC 
         Correspondent 
 

Saint Mary’s College 
 

Joseph Alemany Community 
       Lots of activity here this month with the opening 
of a new academic year, lots of prep meetings and 
the CAP weekend. 
       The Fall semester began without a hitch the 
day after Labor Day.  Move-In Days for the frosh 
were on August 27 and 28 followed by the WOW 
Week (Week of Welcome) for the frosh to get ac-
quainted with the traditions of the College, get to 
know your classmates activities, games and fun things.  

mailto:robcarb@cpprov.org


Residence in mid-December, Saint Mary’s will wel-
come back her youngest alumni from the past four 
years to see old friends and share stories of college 
studies.   
       As Saint Mary’s students reached the mid-way 
point of the Fall Term in the school’s trimester 
schedule, all four grades spent October 2 and 3 on- 
and off-campus for the “Lasallian Days” program.  
From “Save the Bay” work at local San Francisco 
Bay shoreline locations, to a visit to the District’s 
historic headquarters at Mont La Salle in Napa, 
tours of U.C. Berkeley a mile from campus, to class 
retreats at Saint Mary’s College in Moraga, students 
learned, explored, discovered, and reflected.  A few 
weeks into the school year, Freshman Biology classes 
made their way down into the creek that borders 
the campus to study plant and animal life, and clean 
up debris in the creek bed.  Class of 2014 History 
students were featured during the summer in the 
History Channel’s “Ten Things You Don’t Know 
about the Flag” documentary, in a segment filmed 
last year on campus. 
       Two dozen faculty-moderated clubs were on 
display for the September Club Fair, and interested 
parents and students learned about Immersion ex-
periences that will take many students on cultural, 
historical, and service adventures around the U.S. 
and abroad during the annual and iconic 
“Enrichment Week” in March 2015.  The Columbus 
Day holiday on October 13 will find dozens of stu-
dents and faculty volunteering at the local Food 
Bank, and later in the month, more will rise before 
dawn to help out at the Nike Woman's Marathon in 
San Francisco, which raises funds to fight Lymphoma  

 
 

along with several new faculty members.  Class  
orientations, Freshman retreat, and faculty gatherings 
during August bonded the school community and 
set the stage for the first day of classes on September 2, 
an engaging Back to School Night for parents on 
September 4, and the annual Mass of the Holy Spirit 
on September 5.   A fun student “Block Party” on 
campus, with music, games, and food, closed the 
first week of school on a high note. 
       The undefeated Panthers (at press time) are 
getting ready for the October 11 Homecoming 
game, and the student body is enjoying Spirit Week, 
with Pajama Day, Look Alike Day, and more as they 
gear up for the annual Spirit Rally and Most Deafening 
Class Cheer contest in the gym on October 10.  On 
Halloween night, Saint Mary’s Performing Arts will 
present the first of four performances of the mad-
cap melodrama, “The Dastardly Dr. Devereaux.” It 
will be the latest of the more than fifty productions 
of Theatre Arts Director, Mr. Antone Olivier, Saint 
Mary’s Class of 1970 alumnus, alumni father and 
grandfather, now in his thirty-eighth year on the 
school faculty. 
       Alumni will be on hand for Homecoming, piggy-
backing on a great Alumni Day on September 20 
when the Classes of 1974 and 1989 gathered for 
reunions and cheered on the Panther Varsity squad 
to an exciting win.  Alumni, parents, and friends of 
Saint Mary’s raised thousands in tuition assistance 
funds at the 30th Golf Invitational in September.   
November will bring alumni to campus for the an-
nual Memorial Mass for deceased relatives and 
friends of the school.  Just days after the yearly 
Class of 1952 and Friends Luncheon in the Brothers 

Saint Mary’s College High School, Berkeley, CA, 2014. 

Seniors literally “jump in” to the new school year, September 2014.  



Principal, Dr. Pete Imperial, and President, Brother 
Edmond Larouche, attended the September SSAA 
gathering in New Orleans.   
       Brother Edmond also attended the Directors’ 
Association meetings in Denver just prior to SSAA.  
Saint Mary’s Board of Trustees marks its twentieth 
year in 2014, actively supporting Saint Mary’s 
Lasallian Mission. 
       Saint Mary’s Brothers’ Community welcomed 
back Brother Dan Morgan who teaches two classes, 
World Religions and Computer Science, serves as 
Teacher Observer, and is bringing his tech skills to 
open new doors in the use of the PowerSchool sys-
tem on campus.  Brother David Caretti took on the 
mantle of Director for Campus Ministry and continues 
his work as Retreat Coordinator.  Lawrence Puck, 
’78, continues in his positions as Director of Admissions, 
Communications, and Alumni Relations. 
       Brother Edmond, a Class of 1966 alumnus, now 
in his eighteenth year as Saint Mary’s President and 
CEO, continues as Director of the Brothers’ Com-
munity.  Brother Edmond will be moving the long-
awaited school Chapel project forward with new 
Director for Advancement, Mr. Joseph McGinty, 
who joined the school administration in Septem-
ber.  A New Jersey native, Joe is a Central Catholic 
High School, Pittsburgh, contemporary of former 
long-time Saint Mary’s faculty member, Brother V. 
Kenneth.  With the Advancement staff, Brother Ed-
mond, and Major Gifts Officer, Mr. Peter Boero ’64, 
Joe enthusiastically embraces the challenges ahead 
for funding of the new Chapel, a new music facility, 
and the Annual Fund. 
       From the oldest Lasallian school in the Western 
states, greetings and best wishes to all Lasallians in 
the new District of San Francisco New Orleans.  
 

      Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman  
      Correspondent 
 

Saint Michael’s High School 
 

       For a retirement community, we had a fairly 
eventful summer – or at least some of the Brothers did.   
       Bro. Brian Dybowski’s return trip from the  
General Chapter on 11 June was one such example.  
While on the flight from London, another passenger 
suffered a heart attack, and the plane had to be 
diverted to Goose Bay, Newfoundland, so medical 

and Leukemia cancers.   
       Saint Mary’s parents are busy working with the 
Annual Fund, providing hospitality for events, and 
recently hosted a delightful Fifties-themed Mother 
and Son Dinner-Dance on campus, complete with 
Poodle Skirts, saddle shoes, and Diner classics like 
fried chicken and chocolate malts!  Dads and daughters 
will take to the dance floor in early December. 

       More than 600 eighth graders will visit Saint 
Mary’s between September and mid-December as 
they look ahead to choosing a high school.  Campus 
tours led by current students, including classroom 
visits and lunch, and a special tour for visiting parents, 
bring more than two dozen area Catholic, private, 
and public schools to an enjoyable day at historic 
Peralta Park, third site of the Saint Mary’s campus 
since 1927.  The Admissions program, which also   
includes morning coffees for parents, information 
nights for sixth through eighth grade families, and 
more, will be highlighted by the annual Open 
House just before Thanksgiving.   
       Two Saint Mary’s Religious Studies faculty 
members, Joe Palladino and Jeff Mihaly, will join 
Lasallians from around the Region at the Huether 
Conference in Chicago in late November.  School 

 “#Brothers and Students” was one of the many “selfies”      
submitted in a photo contest held by Saint Mary’s Admissions 

Office for its annual publication for prospective students.    
Pictured with students are (front to back) Brother Edmond  
Larouche, Brother David Caretti, and Brother Dan Morgan.  



helped Brother with his gardening on a weekly basis 
until the last month of his life. Prayers for the repose 
of his soul and for the family are appreciated! 
       Summer eventfulness, especially in July, was 
provided by the Spirituality Institute holding its sessions 
on Dietrich Bonhoeffer, St. Francis, and St. Thérèse.  
A longtime favorite speaker, Rev. Bob Patterson, 
provided the talks on Bonhoeffer while Bro. Brian 
gave those on St. Francis.  The community was happy 
to welcome Bro. Joe Schmidt who provided the talks 
on St. Thérèse.  While here he was able to visit with 
a number of the many friends he had made during 
his years on the staff at Sangre. 
       Health issues were eventful for Brothers 
Benildus Sulzer and Paul Walsh.  In the case of the 
former, the outcome was his return home on July 
23 after some 70 days in the hospital and a care 
facility receiving therapy.  Bro. Benildus had left 
scarcely able to walk and returned using only a 
cane.  His spirits also rose considerably with the 
improvement.   
       In the case of the latter, the opposite outcome 
occurred.  Bro. Paul  had been having pains in his 
leg which were attributed to spinal problems.  
When several visits to the hospital did not seem to 
alleviate the problem, he also developed internal 
problems and asked to be placed in a care facility.  
That occurred when his condition allowed, and he 
spent some time in Albuquerque where treatment 
enabled him to become ambulatory enough to 
travel to California to join the Brothers in the Napa 
retirement community.  On September 5, Bro. Paul 
made the trip accompanied by Bro. James Riordan 
and nurse Patricia May, who had come from Cali-
fornia for the purpose.  Your prayers are appreciat-
ed for the improvement of both these Brothers, 
and in appreciation to those who provided care, 
therapy, and accompaniment. 
       On July 31, Bro. Brian had cataract surgery on 
his left eye, then a couple of weeks later on the 
other eye.  All went well, and he is enjoying not 
having to wear glasses, except for reading, for the 
first time since he was in seventh grade. 
       At the end of July, we had a visit from our new 
General Councilor, Bro. Tim Colwell.  He was in 
town dealing with some matters relevant to Sangre.  
With that facility closing, the Community has been 
the recipient of a number of items which will be of  

care could be provided.  The problem was further 
complicated by the fact that the family needed its 
luggage which was in an unmarked container requiring 
a search through a number of them.  The result was 
a delay of about 3 hours in Goose Bay.  Despite the 
adventure, Brother touched down in Santa Fe at 
about 9:30 p.m. instead of 4:45 p.m.  Overcoming 
jet lag and catching up on 2 months of mail and 
other matters then became his order of business. 
       The community hosted the CSF Alumni Association 
for a meeting on 12 June at which SMHS President 
Taylor Gantt and Principal Sam Govea, both CSF 
alumni, presented a request for funds to support 
the renovation of the school Library.  The group 
responded with a donation of $15,000 toward the 
cause.  Prayers for them and their families are    
requested as they continue their generous support 
of the Brothers and Lasallian education.  The refur-
bished facility reopened on 4 September with a 
blessing by SMHS and CSF alumnus, Fr. Adam Ortega.  
The advanced choir performed for the ceremony, 
and some 7 notables cut the ribbon to re-open the site. 
       Bro. Joe Haras wrote that things in New Jersey 
were proceeding reasonably well.  He and his 
brother, Steve, continue providing the care their 
parents need.  He reports that his mother does 
better during the day, but she has increasing diffi-
culties during the night and seems to be declining 
overall.  Also, his father is requiring more assistance as 
time goes by and can no longer drive.  Your continued 
prayers for them all are appreciated! 
       The sports fans in the community, Brothers Brian, 
Fred Van Haaften, Martin Swonke, and Paul Walsh 
analyzed the French Open, the NBA, and the World 
Cup.  With the beginning of football season, their 
scope has expanded to that.  During the summer, 
Bro. George Hetzel used hockey and Arena Football 
as excuses to continue with his needlepoint.  His 
major project for the spring and summer was a 
piece commemorating the 40th wedding anniversary 
of our cook, Patsy Martinez, and her husband, Sam.  
They celebrated the occasion on 17 August.  Prayers 
for them and the whole family are appreciated,   
       We were saddened by the death of SMHS 
alumnus Joe Durr.  Many Brothers knew the Durr 
family because they had a typewriter repair business 
for many years, and Bro. Martin had taught Joe 
when he was a fifth-grader.  In response, Joe had 



All went smoothly due to the hard work of Principal 
Trevor Watkins, Assistant Principal Joe Dickens, and 
Brother Ray Bulliard, the President of the school. It 
was good to see the young men back on Campus 
with many of them saying: “We’re happy to be 
back in school.” 
       On August 15, the entire school community 
gathered to celebrate the Mass for the feast of the 
Assumption. Father Matthew Clark was the cele-
brant, and the new Eucharistic Ministers for the 
2014-15 school year were commissioned. Brother 
Louis conducted the Liturgical Band and had a great 
deal of fun doing it. He prepared special chants for 
the Mass that were sung at the Entrance and      
Responsorial Psalm.  

       On August 21, the Senior Class of 2015 had 
their traditional “March Through the Arch” with 
family, friends and students cheering them on. That 
night, the Seniors received their rings in a ceremony 
at the Briggs Center.  The Class of 2015 will be the 
103rd graduating class of St. Paul’s.  
        The members of our community have been 
hard at work putting together our Community    
Annual Program for 2014-2015. We went through 
the Rule to review what it said about the CAP,    
reviewed our program from last year, and put      
together a new plan for this year. The discussions 
in preparation for writing the CAP were very lively! 
       Brothers Jerry Vincent and Peter Dudenheffer 
saw to some improvements in the community    
décor. We now have shades in the connecting hall 
in the residence, which has reduced the heat in 
that section of our house. Also, darker shades were 
place in the back of the Chapel to keep out the sun 
in the late afternoon, which has helped make it a 
cooler place for the many people who attend our  

use to us.  Our thanks for that generosity! 
       The Community was saddened by the infor-
mation that Larry Larson had died on September 7.  
He was father of Diahann Larson, AFSC, Director of 
Campus Ministry.  He had been hospitalized some 
weeks earlier and diagnosed with heart problems, 
but released and was at home; thus, his death was 
unexpected.  Please join us in praying for the family. 
       Bro. Peter Tripp spent several days with us in  
mid-September gathering financial information.  He 
and Bro. Jim Brown, along with Bro. Brian, apparently 
managed to obtain a clear picture of the situation 
of the Community in that area. 
       On September 18, Bro. Director drove to Denver 
for the Directors’ meeting.  He returned on the 21st 
with encouraging news that the Brothers Directors 
of the two legacy Districts formed a community 
which was quite united on the various matters they 
considered.  While at the meeting, Bro. Brian cele-
brated his 76th birthday, and a visit from John    
Miguez, an alumnus from New Iberia, enabled a bit 
more celebration as they two shared dinner after 
his return to Santa Fe. 
       Bro. Martin anticipated celebrating his September 
22 birthday by traveling with friends to Las Vegas, 
NM, the previous Friday to see the Horsemen play 
the Robertson Cardinals.  Brother noted that he 
much enjoyed seeing again after some 60 years the 
area where he had been in the Juniorate and    
Scholasticate.  The celebration was somewhat marred, 
however, by the Horsemen’s losing the game. 
 

       Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
       Correspondent 
 

Saint Paul’s School 
 

St. Paul’s School Community 
       There is a touch of Fall in the air, but as the 
weather man said: “Enjoy it because it will only last 
three days.” Here in Louisiana the weather is subject 
to change every six hours. A great deal has taken 
place in the community and school before our first 
touch of Fall weather. The new eighth and ninth 
graders received a real Lasallian welcome thanks to 
the hard work of  Myrle Wiggins, Jeneen Schmidt, 
and Brad Marchese, the coordinators of our Lasallian 
Youth Leaders on August 4. 
       On August 8, we had the first full day of school.  

The Saint Paul’s School’s newly-commissioned  Eucharistic Ministers. 



       Literally speaking, Saint Paul’s School is engineering 
a better future for students interested in science 
and technology.  The school’s burgeoning engineering 
program, launched in 2010, has been significantly 
expanded for the 2014-2015 year thanks to a generous 
donation from Hornbeck Offshore. The donation 
allowed for comprehensive improvements to the 
program, including the addition of new classes,  
intensive faculty training, lightning-fast computers, 
and a few shiny gadgets, including, but certainly 
not limited to, a massive  3-D printer. 
       Students at Saint Paul’s get a taste of this program as 
early as the eighth grade. A new pre-freshman    
science course, known as GTT (Gateway To Tech-
nology), offers a remarkably hands-on curriculum 
that gives access to computer, mechanical, civil, 
and electrical engineering topics. On any given day, 
GTT students can be found constructing things like 
functional traffic lights and miniature drawbridges 
— and that’s just the beginning. In later years,    
students have the option to enroll in any, or all, of 
six additional engineering courses that focus on more 
specific areas of the field, such as Civil Engineering, 
Computer Science, and Digital Electronics. 
      The courses are brought to campus through a 
national organization called Project Lead The Way 
(PLTW) that aims to enhance STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics) education 
across America through courses such as the ones 
that Saint Paul’s now offers. PLTW has recognized 
Saint Paul’s with National Certification, a significant 
honor given only to three schools in the state with 
PLTW courses.  The Harry T. Howard /Touro Infirmary 
Biomedical Elective Track is also sponsored by 
PLTW with course offerings: Human Body Systems, 
Medical Interventions, and Biomedical Innovation. 
       While the engineering courses are an absolute 
blast to take (who hasn’t wanted to build a robot at 
some point in their life?), the main idea behind 
Saint Paul’s PLTW initiative reaches beyond the  
immediate experience. “The curriculum is such a 
good representation of what our graduates will ex-
perience in college,” says Engineering Department 
Head Rachel Peak. “And that gives them a huge ad-
vantage.”  Senior engineering student Matthew Dysart 
can’t help but agree. “Taking engineering classes at 
Saint Paul’s has allowed me to discern what type of 
engineering I like best,” he reports. And Dysart has  

daily Mass. 
       Brothers Ralph, Alfred, and Duane continue 
their hard work keeping up the grounds, patio and 
repairs. Brothers Louis and Peter continue the    
grocery shopping for the community. Brother John 
Fairfax continues his work with the Eucharistic  
Ministers. Brother Jeffrey helps out in the Guidance 
Department. Brothers John Kelly, Thomas Canty, 
William Siebold ,and Thomas Daigle are all doing 
well at this time.  
       The community enjoyed the visit of Brother 
Donald Johanson, Visitor, from September 23-26. 
On October 3-5, we enjoyed spending time with 
Brother James Joost, Auxiliary Visitor.  Brother 
James attended the schools annual Jazz and Roll 
fund raiser on October 4. 
       On August 17, the Community celebrated the 
87th birthday of Brother Thomas Canty. Next, we 
celebrated the 94th birthday of Brother Ralph 
Baltz. On September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation 
of the Cross, we celebrated the 71st birthday of 
Brother Louis Welker. At his birthday party, Brother 
Jerry told Brother Louis to start singing the birthday 
song. Brother said: “In honor me, I would like     
everyone to sing Happy Birthday.” Brothers and 
guests had a good laugh!  On September 24, we 
celebrated the 92nd birthday of Brother Alfred 
Baltz. At a student body prayer service, the entire 
student body sang Happy Birthday to Brother     
Alfred as a way of expressing its thanks for his work 
in the school for so many years.  
       The next two big events in the school will be 
the all school Mass in honor of our Sainted Brother 
Martyrs: Saint Jaime Hilaro and Saint Cyril Bertran 
and Companions on October 9th. On the weekend 
of October 19 we will celebrate Homecoming and 
on November 1 the school will have its annual 
Open House for perspective students for the 2015-
16 school year. 
       As predicted, our touch of Fall weather has   
given way to high humidity, with temperatures    
going back into the 90’s. For those of you experi-
encing cooler temperatures, please send some our 
way.  God bless and have a happy Fall. 
 

         Brother Louis Welker, FSC 
         Correspondent 
 



the Class of 2015 have scored a 
perfect 36 on the ACT. George 
Cazenavette had a perfect score 
during his junior year on the  
ecember test, and Ryan Keller 
had a perfect score on the most 
recent ACT test given. Brother 
Raymond was pleased to recog-
nize the young men for their 
achievement at a recent President's Assembly. 

 

            Ms. Karen Hebert 
                       Correspondent 
 

Salisbury, England 
 

       Fortunately, British universities are still on their 
original mediaeval calendar and so we do not  begin 
the academic term until October.  This gives one an 
opportunity to write new lectures.  However,  I also 
interviewed new students, moderated student papers, 
and did a tutorial for the University of Durham.  I also 
gave a retreat for three Anglican parishes in the 
Diocese of London at the Catholic motherhouse of 
medical missionaries in Surrey.  The Franciscan hospitality 
of the Sisters made the ecumenical occasion note-
worthy.  I also gave a lecture in the Cathedral Close. 
       The highlight of September was in joining a study 
group of five in Venice led by a professor from the 
new Catholic university in London.  My focus was 
the Library of Saint Mark across from the basilica 
and the doges' palace.  It is certainly one of the most 
beautiful Renaissance libraries in the world.  I will 
be writing an article about it for a British journal. 
       Next week I will be with the Portsmouth and 
Provincialate communities.  The first course of the 
term is in mid-October and this means starting   
tutorials with the  new graduate students as well as 
lecturing.  A major foundation has given a large 
grant jointly to the Bodleian Library in Oxford and 
the Vatican Library.  The Bodleian will be taking a 
group of twenty-four to Rome in November where 
we will be hosted by the Vatican Library as well as 
four other historic Roman libraries. 
       In December, I will head west to enjoy the hospitality 
of the Provincialate community in Napa.  It will be a 
restful visit at the conclusion of a rather full term. 
 

       Brother Patrick Moore, FSC 
       Correspondent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

already begun to reap the benefits: he participated 
in an engineering workshop at the University of Notre 
Dame this summer, where his prior knowledge of 
the field gave him a leg up over the other young 
engineers. “Our engineering program definitely 
helped me to stay ahead of the curve.” Matthew 
was awarded status as one of the top seven in the 
class of over sixty students from across the nation. 
 

Jack Dubreuil, Class of 2015 
 
       Members of Saint Paul's School Lasallian Youth 
traveled to Saint Mary's College in California for a 
week of intensive training to help with their      
leadership responsibilities for the 2014-15 school 
year.  Although most of the trip involved hard 

work, the group did take time 
to see some of the sights in 
San Francisco! 
       Saint Paul's School began its 
104th school year on August 8.  
Principal Trevor Watkins welcomed 
to campus both new and returning 
students in Founders' Circle. 
       Saint Paul's is pleased to  

announce that two members of 

The Saint Paul’s School contingent to Lasallian Student Leaders. 

George Cazenavette 

Ryan Keller 



Scrapbook 

A Peek at What’s Up at St. Joseph’s Camp! 
 

Here’s a look at what’s happening at St. Joseph’s Camp these days.  The much-loved (and much-used)    
facility on the Russian River is currently undergoing renovations and repairs to the lodge and other     

areas.  Camp caretaker Mr. Jim Stice has sent along these photographs of the work that is underway. 
More updates to come! 



Young Lasallians Update 

International Lasallian Days for Peace 
 

       The 2014 International Lasallian Days for Peace are underway and run through 
October 21.  The theme is Breaking the Cycle of Poverty to Build Peace.  
       Now in its eighth year, ILDP is coordinated by the International Council 
of Young Lasallians (ICYL).  The focus this year is the world-wide movement 
to eradicate poverty and the accompanying issues of hunger and social 
inequity.  In addition, the District of San Francisco New Orleans is giving 
special attention to the topic of immigration, particularly migrant mothers and 
children.  In an Office of Education memo, District Director of Young Lasallians 
Heather Ruple stated, “Many of you have followed the current humanitarian 
crisis surrounding migrant women  and children, and unaccompanied minors 
coming to the United States from Central America.  Church leaders from 
Pope Francis to the USCCB have called for support and action around this 
issue...We feel that our District's close proximity to the US - Mexico border 
compels us to see this ‘sign of the time’ and focus the ILDP on this issue.” 
       The Regional Young Lasallians Committee (RYLC) is promoting ILDP on 
Lasallian social media, including Facebook and Twitter (hashtags: 

#ILDP2014, #onelasalle, #peace.)  ILDP prayer book and posters are available on Dropbox.  More infor-
mation is available at  Christian Brothers Conference or at hruple@dlsi.org. 
 

Lasallian Volunteers 2014-2015 
 

Introducing this year’s Lasallian Volunteers and their District of San Francisco New Orleans ministries! 
 
 

Catherine Buck 
Cathedral HS 

El Paso, TX 

Alie Manzella 
La Salle HS 

Yakima, WA 

Anthony Carbone 
De La Salle Academy 

Concord, CA 

Yolanda Franco 
San Miguel HS 

Tucson, AZ 

Sheila Garcia 
Cathedral HS 

El Paso, TX 

Maddie Hodapp 
De La Salle North Catholic HS 

Portland, OR 

Samantha Hyland 
De Marillac Academy 
San Francisco, CA 

Katy Noetzel 
De Marillac Academy 
San Francisco, CA 

Carlos Orbe 
De La Salle North Catholic HS 

Portland, OR 

Leslie Anne Salvador 
San Miguel HS 

Tucson, AZ 

Jocelyn Thopnson 
De La Salle North Catholic HS 

Portland, OR 

Katie Worsdale 
De La Salle North Catholic HS 

Portland, OR 

http://www.lasallian.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/ILDP2014Letter-SFNO.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Young-Lasallians-Jóvenes-Lasallistas-Jeunes-Lasalliens/310410972349975?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/younglasallians
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ps4amhztn40lux1/AAAiWkaupkTKcoDBG4C6tiROa?dl=0
http://www.lasallian.info/2014/09/17/2014-ildp-breaking-the-cycle-of-poverty-to-build-peace/
mailto:hruple@dlsi.org


 

Lasallian Vistas 

       It was in      
September of last 
year that I received 
notification of my 
appointment as a 
Capitulant to the 
45th General Chapter. 
       In no time, 
April arrived.  This 
meant leaving my 
responsibilities as 
Dean and Religion 
teacher in the hands 
of other   capable 

and generous individuals who would handle my 
administrative and teaching duties.   For them, I 
am very grateful.  The months leading up to April 
also meant doing as much of the preparatory 
reading for the 45th General Chapter as possible. 
       After spending Easter visiting with the Cathedral 
Brothers Community and my family in Los Angeles, 
I boarded a plane on Easter Sunday night, April 
20, and off to Rome I went. 
       Upon my arrival at the Generalate, I had a 
strong sense that God’s providential guidance 
had brought together this group of men and that 
at the center of the Chapter must be a group of 
discerning Brothers.  The words of the Brother 
Superior and his General Council encouraged this 
sentiment: 
 

       Discernment has as its center and purpose   
       the glory of God and the good of the Church,    
       the good of our society, that is to say, the  
       mission through the educational and evange-                   
       lizing service of the poor and, starting from 
       them, many other children and young 
       people, especially the most vulnerable,  

       the least loved, those who we find it  
       difficult to make it through life (cf. The  
       Brother’s letter of 1714 to De La Salle).  
       The tercentenary of this letter should be 
       for us a time of creative memory, not  
       simply as a reminder of the past but as  
       a challenge to commitment to reflection,  
       to transforming change in light of the  
       values of the Gospel.  (Report of the  
       Bro. Superior General, 4). 
 

Fraternity, Fragility, Faithfulness 
       Fraternity: This is the first word that captures 
my experience of the 45th General Chapter.  From 
the opening ceremony calling us to Parmenie to 
the daily liturgy and prayer centering us on 
Christ; from the honest dialogue reminding us of 
the diversity of the Institute to the work in com-
missions inspiring us to action; from the election 
process allowing us to witness the holiness of ritual 
to the celebratory events giving us much joy; and 
from an experience shared with a great sense of 
brotherhood to the knowledge that we simply 
represent an Institute of Brothers whose hopes, 
dreams, and concerns we carried with us 
throughout the forty-eight days gathered.   
       It was a grace to experience a fraternity centered 
on the mission of our Institute.  We enjoyed being 
with one another, and while there were times of 
disagreement and frustration, we looked ahead 
with eyes of faith.  And fraternity definitely pulled 
us through those important, yet tedious moments. 
       “Brothers without Borders” took on a greater 
significance.  We were reminded frequently  
about belonging to an Institute and not simply a 
particular Region or District.    We were chal-
lenged to go beyond the “borders” and remain 
attentive to the needs of the poor, wherever  

Reflection on the 45th General Chapter 
Br. Christopher Patiño, FSC 
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those needs might lead us. 
       Fragility: Perhaps the greatest gift received by 
participating in the Chapter was the realization 
that we are a fragile Institute; whether we are 
talking about our aging numbers, the sustainability 
of ministries, lack of vocations to the Brothers 
life, or other challenges.  Yet, I found incredible 
hope in this fragility.  A hope rooted in the im-
portance of taking care of the gift that is our In-
stitute.  The importance of our association as 
Brothers and the need to be hope for one another 
became more apparent.  There is hope that even 
with our fragility the needs of the young and vul-
nerable continue to call us to respond.  Most of 
all, the hope of our fragility lies in trusting divine 
providence so that like Saint Paul we may “…
never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ…” (Gal 6:14). 
       I must add that I also found much hope in 
meeting so many Brothers from different parts of 
the Institute who, with our lay partners, are finding 
creative ways to further the mission. 
       Faithfulness:  “God has not called me to be 
successful; He has called me to be faithful.”  
These words of Mother Teresa, which many of us 
might have heard before, capture much of my 
experience.  Early on, there seemed to be a desire 
to recapture with boldness the evangelical di-
mension of our mission and in a special way the 
role of the Brother as catechist.  Brother Robert 
Schieler, Superior General, reminded us in his 
concluding remarks, “…we have the mission to 
make Christ’s loving and saving presence a visible 
and effective reality among the poor…To do this 
we must start afresh from Christ...,” a clear call to 
faithfulness.   
       I was blessed to have served on the vocations 
commission who from the beginning of its work 
felt strongly that we must be practical in our pro-
posals.  Yet, we remained mindful that faithful-
ness to Jesus and the Gospel is the most authentic 
way to live, share, and promote our vocation.  As 
the words of the commission’s preamble expressed, 
our vocation journey “…is about continuing to 
give reasons for our hope, our life, as cooperators 

with Jesus Christ (cf. MTR 196.2) in a mission that 
gives meaning.  By our witness we also make it 
possible that others question the reason for their 
existence.  In this way, we work to promote the 
development of a culture of vocations (C. 466, 
3.27) with the confidence that God continues to 
act in the world.” 
       And so, after spending a few extra days en-
joying Roman life, I left our motherhouse filled 
with gratitude for our fraternity, hope in our fra-
gility, and a desire to grow in faithfulness.   
       I conclude this reflection on the 45th General 
Chapter by sharing with you that although quite 
tedious (and at times frustrating), the work on 
the Revision of the Rule called us to trust God’s 
providential guidance.  It was a privileged time to 
consider seriously how we as Brothers are being 
called to live our vocation in the 21st century.  As 
revisions were presented, we were all stretched 
to truly consider the Spirit’s call while remaining 
attentive to the realities which we came from, 
the convictions of our confreres, and the needs 
of the most vulnerable.  As we well know, the 
Gospel is our first and principal rule, and so the 
revised Rule will require deep reflection, mindful 
that our call remains to reveal Jesus Christ to all 
those entrusted to our care. 
 

Brother Christopher Patiño is Dean of Students /
Student Services and teaches Religion at San Miguel 
High School in Tucson, AZ. 

 
 

(Photos courtesy Generalate Communications Office, Rome.) 

Brother Chris (R) follows the proceedings at a Chapter general session. 



 

Editor’s Note: Each Dateline District will feature a short 
research-based article by one of our District Brothers or 
Partners on a topic from Lasallian history, education, spirituality, 
or praxis.  This issue’s article is offered in memory of its 
author, Brother Gregory Wright, FSC, who passed away on 
July 30, 2014.  Brother Gregory was widely regarded as one of 
the Institute’s preeminent historical researchers and scholars.      
 

Winning the Minds and Hearts of the Students : 
A Task of the Lasallian Educator 

 

       In the final version of the Rule he composed for 
his religious sons St. John Baptist de La Salle seemed 
to want them to keep a distance from their students. 
For while he called on them to “love all their pupils 
tenderly” and have an “equal affection for all” re-
gardless of their different socioeconomic situations, 
he said they should not “be familiar with any of them”  
(VII.13, 14). So they were to avoid any close proximity 
with any student and not speak privately to one except 
very briefly and only in some special situation (VII.16, 17). 
However his Meditations seem to show he had sig-
nificantly different ideas regarding these same points. 
       For in these writings repeatedly the Founder 
reminded his disciples of their ministry in which they 
replaced fathers and mothers, who did not do their 
duty of giving their children religious instruction, as 
well as the pastors of the Church (Meditations [M]: 
203.3). As such they are called to teach children their 
faith, serving as the dispensers of God’s mysteries 
to help their pupils achieve salvation (M: 201.1; 
132.1; 193.1; 39.2). And while doing this they 
should see themselves as angels who prepare the 
way for Jesus to come to these children so that they 
will accept and follow his teaching (M: 2.1; 3.1). 
       Doing this he says requires teachers who 
“touch the hearts” of their pupils and have a duty 
to learn how to do this. For it would be useless to 
announce the Gospel to them if they are unwilling 
to hear and practice its teachings (M: 43.3; 129.2; 
81.2). Going farther still he insisted his disciples had 
to prove to their pupils that they had a tender love 
for them. For as La Salle said in another context, it is 
not by harsh words and conduct that you win hearts 

but by kind words and actions. And by this means it 
becomes possible to attract others and lead them 
to do what you desire of them (M: 201.2; 65.2). 
       Elsewhere he said a view of faith prepares a 
teacher to act in this way (M: 130.3). Then he cited 
the examples of several holy people, such as St. Anselm, 
whose gentleness and charity made it possible for 
him successfully to instruct and guide young people. 
In this way he helped them acquire the Christian 
spirit and live according to its teachings (M: 115.1). 
And he insisted that a Christian educator should act 
in this way to all his students, those whose conduct 
made it difficult for him to do so as well as those 
more disposed to follow his teachings (M: 206.1). 
       As always, being realistic the Founder noted that a 
teacher can have students who “are disorderly and 
inclined to evil” as well as others inclined to good. 
And he must seek to win the hearts of these first ones 
so as to lead them to God (M: 186.3). To begin with 
this can require correcting some of his pupils. To show 
how serious is this obligation he cited the example 
of the high priest Eli whom God punished for failing 
to correct his children’s misbehavior (M: 203.3). Also he 
reminded them of Paul’s instructions to Titus about 
the need to correct wrongdoers to prevent others 
from following their example. But this is never to 
be done with passion or anger that will render it in-
effective and harmful to all concerned (M: 204.2; 85.2). 
For when correcting a student the teacher should seek 
to win his heart and lead him from his wrongdoing. 
       So perhaps La Salle best summarized his ideas 
regarding relations with the students by citing the 
example of St. Francis de Sales, from whom the 
Christian educator should learn that “. . . If you have 
for them the firmness of a father to restrain them 
and withdraw them from misbehaving, you must 
have for them the tenderness of a mother to draw 
them to you and to do for them all the good that 
depends on you” (M: 101.3). An essential aspect of a 
Lasallian education, then, is touching and winning 
the hearts of the students as a means of leading 
them to God so as to help them achieve their salvation. 
 

Brother Gregory Wright, FSC 
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October Papal Intention 

 

   Peace.  That the Lord may grant peace to those parts of the world most battered by war and violence.  
 

October Papal Prayer 
 

   Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our     
      conflicts by our own powers and by the force of our arms. But our efforts have been in vain. Now, Lord,   
      come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Instill in our hearts  
      the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace.  (Pope Francis, June 8, 2014) 
 

District Intentions 
 

   For God's continued blessings on our District and its ongoing fidelity to our Lasallian identity and charism. 
   For God's strength and guidance for the leaders of our District's schools and works. 
   For God's comfort and healing in the lives of our infirm Brothers and Partners. 
   For lasting peace and justice in our world and for the gifts of wisdom and compassion for all of its leaders. 
   For all who are discerning their vocation, that they will be awake and open to God's invitation.  
   For an end to poverty and displacement and renewed compassion  
 

In Memoriam 
 

   Brother William Beattie, FSC, who passed away on May 13. 
   Brother Gregory Wright, FSC, who passed away on July 30. 
   Mr. Barry Gallagher, brother of Brother Ronald Gallagher, FSC, who passed away on August 4. 
   Mr. Harry Joy, father of De La Salle North Catholic HS Principal Mr. Tim Joy, who passed away  
      on August 10. 
   Former Brother Freeman McGlothlin, who passed away on August 30. 
   Rashawn Williams, student at Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory, who passed away on September 2. 
   Mr. Larry Larson, father of St. Michael's HS Director of Lasallian Ministry Diahann Larson, AFSC, 
      who passed away on September 7. 
   Ms. Loreva Bromley, longtime La Salle Catholic College Prep teacher, who passed away on September 16. 
 

Brothers’ Birthdays 
 

        October 2, 1945  Brother Thomas Jones, FSC 
        October 10, 1951  Brother John Mai, FSC 
        October 11, 1939  Brother Warren Stewart, FSC 
        October 13, 1956  Brother Timothy Coldwell, FSC 
        October 14, 1943  Brother James Meegan, FSC 
        October 19, 1951  Brother Ricardo Palacio, FSC 
        October 26, 1929  Brother La Salle Bossong, FSC 

Prayers, Passages, & Remembrances 


