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The Sexual Abuse Crisis in Our Church: 
Information & Resources 

 
From the Office of Brother Donald Johanson, FSC, Visitor 

 
As our Church and society face the current sexual abuse crisis and a number 
of other urgent social justice issues that affect us and our Lasallian Catholic 
ministry, our hearts go out to those who suffer from injustice on so many 
levels. There are strong emotions and distrust that this scandal continues to 
cause and we call on all those in authority, especially within our own        
religious communities, to accountability and transparency.  We must continue 
to pay attention to the safety and well-being of the young people we serve. 
We as a District are committed to mandate child safety education, background 
checks, and reviews of child protection policies and practices. 

 
Abuse Crisis Prayer 

 
Dear God, 

Please show us your face during this very troubling time. 
Our hearts go out to all those who have suffered abuse 

at the hands of those they trusted. 
We your people feel anger, shock, and shame at the actions of those 

designated to serve as our shepherds and leaders. 
We struggle to understand how this happens, 

and we lament the harm and injury to the young 
who deserve our tender care. 

We know that you, God, are our Light, 
and we need your wisdom and guidance more than ever 

as we commit to keep all persons safe, especially our young people, 
and bring to justice those who have broken our trust. 
We pray for healing for all who have been abused. 

We also pray for the offenders, 
that they seek forgiveness and face justice with repentance. 

We ask you to heal our Church during this dark time, 
and help us to treat one another with respect and dignity. 

As the Church, we know that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Let his spirit and message pervade all that we do. 

We ask you this in his name. 
Amen.  

  
Click here for links to downloadable or purchasable resource and information 

links for educating ourselves, students, and adults about these issues. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Communications Directors Wkshp. 

October 1-3 | Mont La Salle 

 

SFNO Leadership Team Mtg. 

October 4 | Mont La Salle 

 

Johnston Institute SFNO Cohort 

October 11-13 | St. Joseph’s Camp 

 

Board Recording Secretaries Wkshp. 

October 14-16 | New Orleans, LA 

 

Young Lasallian Professionals Rtrt. 

October 14-16 | Scottsdale, AZ 

 

Finance Directors Gathering 

October 17-19 | Mont La Salle 

 

Office of Education Mtg. 

October 23-24 | Denver, CO 

 

Assn. of Board Chairs Mtg. 

November 1-3 | St. Joseph’s Camp 

 

Huether Lasallian Conference 

November 15-17 | Minneapolis, MN 

 

SFNO Leadership Team Mtg. 

November 20 | Mont La Salle 

 

Office of Education Mtg. 

November 28-29 | New Orleans, LA 

 

RCYL Gathering 

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 | Mont La Salle 

 

SFNO Leadership Team Mtg. 

December 18-19 | Mont La Salle 

 

Money can’t buy happiness, but it does keep your alma mater in touch. 
 
I'm sure that wherever my college professor is, he's looking down on me.  He's not 
dead.  He’s just very condescending. 
 
A psychologist is selling videos that teach you how to test your dog's IQ.  Here's 
how it works: if you buy the video, then your dog’s IQ is higher than yours.  
 
According to a new poll, 50 percent of Americans think that the country is divided. 
The other 50 percent think that it isn't.  
 
I played on a baseball team so awful that getting back-to-back hits meant one today 
and one next week. 
 
An advantage of being overweight is that I can get most of the wrinkles out of my 
shirts just by putting them on. 
 
When your children are teenagers, it’s important to own a dog so that someone in 
the house will be happy to see you. 
 
Vodka mixes well with everything except decisions. 
 
If you stop eating donuts you will live three years longer, but that’s just three more 
years that you’ll want a donut. 
 
You’ll never be as lazy as whoever named the fireplace. 

 

Christian Brothers Conference has posted a sexual abuse crisis prayer and statement 
from RELAN, as well as statements and resources from RELAN Districts. 
 
Registration for the 2018 Huether Lasallian Conference is now open online. 
 
Information and resources for the 2018 International Lasallian Days for Peace (ILDP) 
are now available online. 
 
Download Lasallian Reflection 4, “Lasallian Hearts on Fire: Our Hearts Are Burning 
Within Us.” 
 
Sponsor a Lasallian Volunteer at the November 3 LVs Run in Warwick, RI. 
 
Order Let Us Remember: Stories of the Holy Presence of God from Saint Mary’s Press. 
 
Download One Year in Mission Together: A Prayer for Each Project, A Project for 
Each Week from the Secretariat for Solidarity and Development. 
 
Download resources on Brother James Miller, FSC from the Midwest District. 
 
Find information and resources on the Lasallian Jubilee Year and 300th anniversary 
of Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s entry into heaven. 
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Archbishop Rummel High School | Metairie, LA 
 
Raiders Travel to Europe 
       For several weeks in July, 50 Archbishop Rummel students 
and family members enjoyed a 10-day journey to  Italy and 
Greece to discover the connections between the ancient Med-
iterranean and their own culture. Led by Latin teacher Josh 
LeBoeuf, the group explored sites at Athens, Delphi, Bari, 
Capri, Pompeii, and Rome. Over the course of the trip, students 
demonstrated their talents, their humility, and their love of 
learning — all while creating memories that will last a lifetime.  
 
Faculty Back to School Retreat 
       In early August, the Archbishop Rummel faculty and 
staff gathered for their annual retreat at the Lumen Christi 
Retreat Center in Schriever just outside of Houma, LA. The 
focus of reflection for this year's retreat was community, and 

Brother George Van Grieken, FSC, Lasallian Resource Center director, was the main presenter.  Faculty members spoke 
about their experiences with community and had the opportunity to spend time in prayer and meet their new colleagues 
as they prepared for another great school year on Severn Avenue.  
 
New Student Orientation 
       Prior to the start of the new school year, the Student 
Council hosted the annual New Student Orientation. New 
Raiders were divided into groups where they played icebreakers 
and games. At the end of the morning, administrators held a brief 
meeting with students and parents where they discussed the up-
coming school year and welcomed the students and parents to 
the Raider Family.  
 
Raider-for-a-Day 
       To inform prospective students about the school, the Ad-
missions Office held its first spend-a-day in August for many 
future Raiders.  They guests were greeted by school leaders 
and then divided into two groups before they participated in 

several hands-on classroom activities.  Each session lasted 25 
minutes and the groups swapped places during each academic pe-
riod.  The day concluded with the grammar school students getting 
a good idea of what it’s like to be a Raider.  Last year’s numbers 
showed that 85 per cent of spend-a-day guests selected Archbishop 
Rummel as their high school choice. 
 
Back to School Mass 
       The first day of class for students of all grades fell on the feast 
day of the Assumption, so the school’s Campus Ministry team or-
ganized a schoolwide mass for the student body. Celebrated by 
school chaplain and alumnus Fr. Kurt Young, the liturgy was a 
celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s assumption into heaven 
as well as a welcome to the 2018-19 student body.  The day concluded 
with the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for the student body. 
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COMMUNITIES & MINISTRIES 

Br. George Van Grieken presenting at the faculty retreat. 

New Raiders playing the time-honored rock-paper-scissors game. 

Visiting elementary school students meet the Raiders. 

https://www.rummelraiders.com/new-student-orientation.html


 
Eighth Graders Investigate 
       Eighth graders in Honors Physical Science rotated 
through a circuit of stations to conduct six investigations into 
matter and its interactions.  The students described properties 
of matter, observed the effects of heating and cooling, recorded 
and discussed their observations, organized, analyzed and 
interpreted data before and after they interacted, identified 
patterns and cause-and-effect relationships. 
 
Legacy Night 
       The Archbishop Rummel Admissions and Alumni Offices 
held a Legacy Night for prospective legacy students. Future 
legacies in grades 5-7 and their families were invited to hear 
about the school's academic achievements from administrators, alumni, parents, and students.  School Ambassadors 
were also on hand to answer questions from prospective students and parents. 
 
Mr. Joseph A. Serio 
Correspondent 

 

Centro de Formación Integral La Salle | Tijuana, Baja California 
 

July, 2018 
       Summer in Tijuana is great: warm sunny days with a cool ocean breeze. On July 1st, the nation elected a new 
president for a six-year term. Andrés Manuel López Obrador of the MORENA party won.  
       On the 7th we held our end of term Fiesta Day.  The day began with the awarding of 100 Hour Diplomas, Mass 
with First Communions and Confirmations, and then non-stop food, student presentations and fun.. Our faithful 
Patronato cooked up wonderful food, the pastry classes provide a great variety of cakes, cookies and floral gelatins 
for purchase, and the various manual arts groups display their creations (candles, carpentry, knitting, sewing…).   
       We made a special presentation to our departing Lasallian Volunteers Andrea and Ana Laura. Our Director, 
Brother Francisco, celebrated 50 Years of Final Vows with the renewal of his vows during the Clausura Mass.  After 

24 years of faithful service, Brother Ernesto retired to the 
Community in Guadalajara, which has amenities for senior 
Brothers.  He preferred a quiet departure.  Brother Jorge Guz-
mán will be joining our community.  He comes from Guada-
lajara and this will be the second time that he has been as-
signed here.   
       On the 8th, a group of Saint Mary’s College professors ar-
rived in Tijuana for a 4-day “Lasallians without Borders” expe-
rience.  They were accompanied by Yoland Franco and Mirna 
Santiago, both of whom are experienced in leading groups to 
Tijuana.  Lasallians without Borders Coordinator Alma Mejía
-Garcia from San Miguel High School in  Tucson spent two 
days with us visiting and visioning possible immersion expe-
riences here in Tijuana. On the 15th, another group from 
SMC arrived, this time students from the School of Education, 

for a 4-day Lasallian without Borders Experience.   
       The familia of our Lasallian Volunteer, Andrea, arrived from Monterrey to spend a few days enjoying Ensenada, 
the wine-growing region, as well as Valle de Guadalupe, our beaches, and city sights. 
       I went to Mexico City for a week of biblical studies at the Pontifical University in the area of Tlalpán.  The 
week-long seminar this year was on the origins of Christianity.  I spent an enjoyable week living with the three 
groups of postulants.  Brother Peter Kileen (DENA) lives with the first year postulants, teaches English and Reli-
gious Studies classes for the Universidad La Salle CDMX. 
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Playas de Tijuana: Where Mexico and the United States meet. 

Raiders with Mr. Milano at Mass in the school gym. 



August, 2018      
     In the middle of the month we began preparing for our next round of classes.  Brother Jorge arrived after a family 
visit in Matarorros, Tamaulipis.  Parts of our security fence were painted, the kitchen amplification project 
advanced, and final touches were made to the academic program.   
       On a foggy Monday morning, hundreds of new and some returning students lined up early to receive a registration 
form.  Registration for returning students was for those who received registration forms at the end of the last academic 
period. The requirement to receive a form is to have 0 or 1 absence in their formative class.   
       August is chiles en nogada month: poblano chiles filled with ground meat, onions, nuts and dried fruit, topped 
off with a mildly sweet cream sauce and sprinkled with pomegranate seeds.  We bought them for the beginning of 
the new school year Sunday dinner.  
       I spent a few days in Stockton with my 95 year old mom.  She continues to live in an assisted living facility and 
zips around with her wheeled walker.   
       The community spent a couple of evenings working on our Community Project and organizing ourselves.  We 
discovered that for more than 35 years our house has had the incorrect street number.  When we receive the official 
paperwork, we will begin changing our utilities and other services.  This means a trip to INM (Instituto Nacional de 
Migración) to change my address.    
 
Tijuana’s Population 
       The debate of how many people actually live in Tijuana is full of interesting and complex phenomena that have 

developed throughout its history.  Themes of trade, mi-
gration, strategic location, and entertainment all contrib-
ute to the city’s melting pot roots.  In 1874, Tijuana grew 
around the customs office located near the Tijuana River. 
Constant flooding led to its relocation along Olvera Avenue, 
today’s Avenida Revolución.  This is where Tijuana’s pioneers 
would set up the heart of the developing city. 
       The dawn of the 1900s brought rapid growth to Tijua-
na.  Establishments known as post-houses sprung up 
across the then-forgotten wild northwest town, providing 
traveler assistance with food and rest, horses, tools, general 
supplies,  diners, hotels, and brothels.  Prohibition in the 
United States led to the development of the casino and 
racetrack industries, detonating the town’s economy and 

providing jobs for migrants from southern Mexico.   The migrants would stay in Tijuana, while others would become 
tempted to continue onto the Golden State (California) in search of the American Dream.  The Bracero Program of 
World War II witnessed thousands of Mexicans travelling via  Tijuana to work temporarily in the United States.  
When the program ceased in 1964, many of these workers settled along the boarder, doubling the Tijuana popula-
tion.  This massive influx of people acquired jobs with the implementation of the Maquila Program in 1965.   
 
September, 2018 
       We enrolled over 1600 new and returning students for our summer-fall semester. We are happy to see our number 
of Haitan students increase.  They are the newest immigrant community in Tijuana. We also enrolled a significant 
number of Colombians who live and work in the Tijuana area.   
       We have a number of classes oriented for young people: “Young People in Action” and “Creative Praying for 
Young People.”  Our definition of young includes people in their 30s.  There are a number of classes dedicated to 
“Making Friends with Jesus in the Eucharist” and a “Eucharistic Adoration Prayer Class.”  The community in Saltillo 
donated a new sound system for our chapel.  We are continuing Eucharistic Adoration three days a week.  Brother 
Jorge is responsible for its organization.  
       I continue to teach Old Testament, Gospel Message, Psychology, World Religions and Philosophy classes, in 
addition to beginning and advanced English.  This year I have a morning and night Book Club.  We are reading 
Huracán by Sofía Segovia, as well books on Tijuana history and legends. Our readings always provoke lively  discussions.   
       As I close this edition, Brothers Gabriel (Visitor) and Gerardo (Finance) made their Canonical Visit to Tijuana.   
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent 
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Calle Revolución in a Prohibition-era photo . 



Christian Brothers School | New Orleans, LA 

 

       We welcomed a new school year for 2018-2019 with 842 students 

in this, our third year of having students on two campuses just a mile 

apart here in New Orleans.  CBS is educating 332 middle school 

boys in grades five through seven on the City Park campus.  On the 

Canal Street next to St. Anthony of Padua Church, CBS started the 

new school year with 510 students, including boys and girls in pre-K 

through fourth, and an all-girls middle school for grades five through seven.  

       In addition to growth in students, CBS now has 82 members of 

its faculty and staff, more than half of them women!  It is very differ-

ent than when CBS founded in 1960. The teachers were all Christian 

Brothers with 

one lay person, Mr. Don Rowan, as the P.E. instructor. To-

day, we have two Brothers who teach part-time and work 

alongside their lay partners in forming students in the same 

Lasallian and Dominican traditions as in the past.  

       A recent addition to the City Park campus is the renovated 

Lasalle Hall, which had been used over the years as a class-

room and, more recently, as a walk-through from the original 

building to the Cultural Center. During the past year, one 

wall became a trophy case, and the other wall presents many 

items from past years here at CBS. Thirty of the marble tiles 

on the floor have been engraved in honor/memory of CBS 

families. The proceeds from the donations for the engraved 

tiles are being used to fund improvements to the second floor 

residential area of the main building where six Brothers cur-

rently reside.   

       The District of San Francisco New Orleans (SFNO) cele-

brated the 100th anniversary of the Brothers of the Christian 

Schools’ continuous presence in Louisiana with a special 

Mass at Saint Louis Cathedral. Students from Lasallian 

schools, including CBS, participated in the Mass. Part of the 

celebration included an exhibit at the Ursuline Convent and 

Museum showcasing many historical documents and items of 

the Brothers' presence in Louisiana.           

       Congratulations to the Lady Falcons on their very successful 

first Universal Dance Association camp this summer. The team 

took 3rd place in Home Routine, the 110% Award voted on by 

the UDA staff, the "Full Out" award for our performance routine 

and a Superior trophy for all blue ribbons for evaluations. This 

last award also came with an invitation to perform at the Citrus 

Bowl halftime show and an invitation to compete at the National 

Dance Team Competition in Disney World. Maddie Pearce placed 

second for overall "Drill Down Award," and all four 7th graders 

made All-American. The team is coached by Stephanie Vlosich.  

 

Mr. Rick Reso, 

Correspondent 
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City Park principal with some of CBS’ new students. 

Canal Street campus principal Richard Neider at opening assembly. 

5th-grade students gathered in Founder’s Courtyard. 

Pre-K students by the Canal Street front entrance sign. 



De La Salle High School | New Orleans, LA 

 

       On July 28, the San Francisco New Orleans District of 
the Brothers of the Christian Schools celebrated a kickoff 
Mass celebrating the New Orleans City Tricentennial and a 
year of celebration for the tricentennial of St. La Salle’s death 
and entrance into heaven. 
       Among the participants were students of the four Lasalli-
an schools in the diocese:  De La Salle, Christian Brothers 
School on Canal and Middle School in City Park, and St. 
Paul’s in Covington. 
       To recognize the volunteers from the schools for their 
work that day, Brother Visitor Br. Donald Johanssen, FSC, 
sent the students special certificates. 
       At De La Salle, retired faculty member Kathleen Calder, 
AFSC, who coordinated the De La Salle volunteers in church 
as Eucharistic Ministers and ushers, and on the reception held 
on the riverboat Natchez, returned to present the certificates. 

       “Eight students volunteered,” Calder said, “but three were graduates, so they were not at school.  Their certifi-
cates will be sent to them.  The remaining five were presented with their certificates as part of a monthly Principal’s 
Assembly.”  Those still at the school include Trent Burke, Jonathan Danos, Louis Giacona III, Matthew Theriot, and 
Marvin Nunez. 
       At the assembly, Calder told the students a bit of brief history, alluding to the fact that De La Salle is celebrat-
ing its 70th year this year, but that the Brothers had actually come in much earlier when it was still the Louisiana 
territory.  They ran schools off and on from the 1840s through the late 1890s, including St. Mary’s College estab-
lished in 1865 following the Civil War, but were twice driven out of the city by yellow fever plagues.  The school’s 
founder, Br. Arsenius, FSC, worked to re-establish the Brothers in the city, succeeding with the purchase of the 
property on St. Charles where De La Salle opened in 1949. 
       On August 25th, the seniors of De La Salle High School 
received their senior rings in a ceremony that was celebrated 
St. Stephen’s Church.  De La Salle’s entire student body attended 
the ceremony.  Father Lawrence celebrated the mass and de-
livered an inspirational homily to the seniors and student body.  
       The Ring Mass ceremony is an ongoing tradition at De 
La Salle High School.  It is a very significant moment for De 
La Salle Seniors. During the ceremony seniors pledge, under 
the guidance of faculty member, Peggy St. John AFSC,  to 
uphold the Senior Promises. The promises encompass the 
concept of being a good shepherd for the underclassmen.   
 
Ms. Jessica Atwood and Ms. Kathy Calder, AFSC, 
Correspondents    
      
 

De La Salle High School & De La Salle Academy | Concord, CA 
 

       The beginning of a new school year calls to mind how this new year is different, yet in many ways the same as 
years previous. You can walk down the same familiar hall day after day, but each day it is different because every-
thing changes from one moment to the next, even if it is in the most minuscule way.  
       The 2018-19 Brother’s community on Winton Drive is comprised of Br. Lawrence Haley (director), Br. Anthony 
Lenz, Ashley Weinberger (LV), and Julia Mach (LV).  Br. Michael Saggau was also a part of this community until 
recently when he announced his official retirement and decided to move Mont La Salle. It was with heavy hearts 
that the community said goodbye to him. He has been dearly missed, especially for his witty comments at the dinner  
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Cavaliers proudly displaying their certificates of participation 

from SFNO Visitor, Br. Donald Johanssen, FSC. 

Seniors show off their class rings after the Ring Mass. 



table, his wonderful sense of humor, and astounding recall of statistics about certain events happening around the world. 
       Within the community, Br. Lawrence continues to work at De La Salle High School. He is currently teaching 
two freshman religion classes and continues to manage the school’s website. Br. Anthony Lenz continues to work at 
De La Salle Academy as the librarian and recess overseer for when the boys get too rowdy. Brother Anthony also is 
the head girl’s tennis coach at Saint Patrick-Saint Vincent High School in Vallejo.      
       Ashley Weinberger works as a Lasallian Volunteer at De La Salle Academy as the science teacher for fifth and 
sixth graders. She is also an ELA support teacher for sixth, P.E. teacher for fifth and seventh and is the coordinator 
for the Mentor Program at the Academy. Julia Mach also works as a Lasallian Volunteer at De La Salle Academy as 
the ELA support teacher for fifth, seventh and eighth grade. She also is a P.E. teacher for sixth and seventh graders 
and is the coordinator for Tutoring Program, which gets some of its tutors from De La Salle High School. 
       The high school started off the year with an enrollment of 1,040. The theme for the year at the high school is 
“inclusive community.”  De La Salle worked closely with Carondelet High School, our neighboring girl’s Catholic 
School, to start off the year with joint assemblies for lower and upper division students.  The freshmen and sophomores 
had a presentation designed to educate and empower students to use social media positively and combat negative 
behaviors they witness online. For the 11th and 12th graders, we welcomed back to campus renowned gender vio-
lence educator Dr. Jackson Katz and Mrs. LaShonda Coleman from MVP Strategies. Dr. Katz and MVP are key ar-
chitects of the bystander approach to preventing gender-based harassment and violence. The bystander approach 
stresses the power of the bystander as a leader, notably that everyone has the power to influence his/her peer group 
by choosing at important moments to take an ethical stand. 
       Other buzz worthy moments come from De La Salle Academy where they have welcomed seventeen new fifth- 

graders to replace the previous eight graders who graduate 
from the Academy and are now at De La Salle High School. 
Along with new students, the Academy recently hired two 
new teachers, Ms. Lori Delfosse, who is the new ELA teach-
er, and Mr. Shariff Francis, who is the new Social Studies 
teacher. The Academy has also brought in two new Ameri-
CORPS VISTA volunteers named Ms. Vika Arand, who is 
working to bring in more STEM based activities to the Acad-
emy, and Ms. Denise Sallee, who is working to get more 
grants and online presence for the Academy. Between the 
new students and staff members, De La Salle Academy now 
has sixty-one students currently enrolled and twelve staff 
members. The Academy is excited for the start of a new 
school year and cannot wait to see what this year will bring 
for all of the boys and staff members. Also, in going with the 
theme of changes in the new school year, De La Salle Acade-

my’s very own principal, Ms. Marilyn Paquette, will be getting 
married in October! 
       In taking the time to look back at the changes within one’s community, school, or self, you come to realize how 
far you have come and how you have grown within the Spirit of the Lord. As Br. Larry Lawrence reminded the 
community, through the words of St. John Baptist de la Salle, “Come then, Holy Spirit, take possession of my heart, 
and so guide my action that I may be able to say that they are the work of thy hands rather than mine.” 
 
Ms. Julia Mach, Lasallian Volunteer 
Correspondent 
 

De La Salle North Catholic High School | Portland, OR 
 

       DLSNC is excited to have new president, Oscar Leong, on campus. In a welcome email, Oscar wrote, “On a 
personal note, I want you to know that I am truly indebted to the De La Salle Christian Brothers for their influence 
on my life. My love for all things Lasallian runs deep within my heart. I wholeheartedly believe that a Lasallian edu-
cation grows from the belief that every student must be offered a rigorous academic curriculum, supported by facul-
ty and staff that guide every student socially, emotionally, but most importantly, spiritually. In my short time here at  
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The new 5th-grade boys enjoying cheering on the Oakland A’s, 



DLSNC I am happy to see that the Lasallian tradition is a strong one.”  
       Yaneira Romero, our inaugural Director of Alumni Support 
organized our first college send-off BBQ for the Class of 2018. 
Smiling faces, story sharing, and college questions filled the gym 
on a hot summer day. She says, “As a first-generation col-
lege student myself I remember the nervous feeling and the many 
questions I had before starting college. Where should I buy my 
textbooks? How do I apply for work study? What classes should 
I take? These are questions that not only I had as a freshman at 
the University of Portland but that many of our students have 
been asking me for the past few weeks as well. My role as the 
inaugural Director of Alumni Support is to assist our DLSNC 
alumni while they are in college to help them persist and ulti-
mately graduate! I am here to serve as a resource to our grads. 

Part of my job is to help alumni navigate college situations that might be confusing, such as figuring out how to 
solve a problem with financial aid, advising on class registration, and finding summer jobs or internships. I will also 
be visiting some of our alumni on their campuses and working with seniors in the spring to prepare them for the major 
transition from high school to college.” 
       Mussie Negassie '19 attended Harvard's seven-week 
secondary school program. He says, “What makes this pro-
gram different and unique than others is how in tune you are 
with your classes, especially because you are able to take up 
to three college classes with professors who teach at Harvard. 
I was able to take History of Boston; Insanity Defense; and 
War Crimes, Genocide, and Justice. If you pass all your clas-
ses with a B or above you receive 8 credits, which you can 
take with you to any college. Thankfully I passed all my clas-
ses and made great friends along the way. It is rigorous work 
and time-consuming but if you push through and finish it you 
can have so much freedom, which you can use to explore 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.” 
       Stephanie Enriquez-Isais '19 attended the Stanford Summer 
Arts Institute and studied architecture. She reports that “The campus was really beautiful and everyone there was so 
friendly. It was such a great environment in which everyone was so motivated and excited to learn. The skills and 
ways of thinking I learned will help me regardless of what I decide to major in. I definitely recommend going to a 
summer program where you meet people from all around the world.” 
       Kendall Anfield '19 participated in the Bank of America Student Leaders program and their national Student 
Leaders Summit in Washington, DC. She says, “This program paired me with a local non-profit called Habitat for 
Humanity where I participated in a paid eight-week internship. Through my internship I worked hands-on at con-

struction sites, in the ReStore, and doing additional projects 
around the office. In the middle of the internship I was given 
the opportunity to travel to DC on an all-expense-paid trip 
with four other Portland student leaders. While in DC I visited 
all of the Smithsonian museums and the Jefferson, Roosevelt, 
and MLK memorials, as well as the Supreme Court, Capitol 
Hill, Library of Congress, and the White House. I also visited 
the state Senate building where I met our state senators. 
Through this experience, I was able to meet 200+ like-minded 
young people with similar values and ideas. Through the 
friendships I built and the inspirational speakers I heard while 
in DC, I was able to finally discover political efficacy within 
myself and make steps towards a future in government/
politics. I would recommend that those interested in politics 
and making a change in our current government take a step 
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Oscar Leong, President, DLSNC. 

Class of 2018 College Send-Off BBQ.  

Mussie Negassie '19, fourth from left, at Harvard University. 



towards leadership by applying for this program. It is an ex-
perience I will never forget and will be forever grateful for!” 
       Keytbelle Gutierrez-Monroy '21 and Lien Nguyen 
'21 attended Aviation Camp at the Pearson Field Education Cen-
ter. Lien says, “Never in a million years would I have thought 
that I would be flying a plane at 15 years old. I had never 
even been on a plane, let alone flown one! The whole experi-
ence was amazing! I am so thankful I got the opportunity to at-
tend Aviation Camp. I learned so much about aviation and 
made so many new friends. Did you know the steering wheel 
on a plane is called a “yolk?” Well, I had no idea. On the day 
we would be flying our plane, I remember how nervous Key-
tbelle and I were. This was really happening! I felt a little bit 
nauseous after the flight, but everything was definitely worth 
it!” 
       Abel Getachew '18 has been selected as a Jackie Robinson 
Foundation Scholar, Class of 2022. The Jackie Robinson 
Foundation (JRF) promotes excellence, leadership, and com-
munity and supports promising young leaders as they pursue higher education and self-actualizing careers.  
 
Ms. Trinity Peacock-Broyles 
Correspondent 
 
 

Joseph Alemany Community | Moraga, CA 
 

       As the new school year began in August, the Joseph Alemany Community welcomed ALBERT AHEDO as a 

residential aspirant.  He is an SMC master's degree student in the Department of Kenesiology and, as such, is an  

intern/assistant coach with the women's volleyball team. 

       Returning from Australia where gave a retreat and some workshops for the Sisters of Mercy, BROTHER   

BERNARD LOCOCO was elected to the SMC Board of Trustees.  He joins BROTHER CHARLES HILKEN on 

that august body, he having returned from attending the New Orleans Brothers' celebration and retreat with 

BROTHER CHRIS PATINO. 

       Our community joined with the SMC Community on September 1 to celebrate BROTHER DOMINIC       

RUEGG'S 100th birthday celebration at Mont La Salle.  The two communities regularly come together for lunch 

and Saturday dinners and for special occasions such as a barbeque dinner for new students from Lasaallian high 

schools and an orientation meeting with the new Vice President for Mission, Dr. Fran Sweeney. 

       Returning to teaching with a daily three-hour class in July and August, BROTHER BRENDAN MADDEN 

started a new adult English as a Second Language course at The Oakland Unity Council in the Fruitvale District.  

Fifteen Yemeni and Central American immigrants, some who had never held a pencil or attended school in their 

lives, created a remarkable sense of comraderie between Moslems and Christians.  AFSC ROBERT GARDNER 

will teach 20 more in two classes in the fall semester.  Another ESL class was started at the Mercy Retirement and 

Care Center, located one block from the new Christo Ray High School, for workers at the Center and a fifth ESL 

class began for 10 Chinese senior immigrants drawn from the Mercy Brown Bag Food Distribution Program.   

Funding and teachers for these 65 future citizens have come from the Lifelong Learning Center, Inc.(LEO) which 

celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. 

 

And so it goes… 

 

Brother Brendan Madden, FSC 

Correspondent 
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Justin-Siena High School | Napa, CA 
 

       The “Road Trip” theme of this year’s Homecoming 
is an excellent metaphor for Vocation Day, an event that 
showcases the occupations of more than twenty alums who 
come back “home” to share the stories of their journeys. A 
wide array of professions are represented by Justin-Siena grads 
who discuss the sometimes unexpected roads to their careers.     
       Held every two years during Homecoming week, this 
inspiring day allows our students the opportunity to catch 
a vivid glimpse of their own potential through the insights 
and advice of professionals. In preparation for the event 
Religion classes explored the concept of “vocation.”  
Consisting of a keynote speech, and two breakout sessions, 
Vocation Day unites graduates and students in creating a 
vision of the future.  
       President David Holquin introduced the proceedings 
by quoting Frederick Buechner, “The place God calls you 
to is the place where your deep gladness and the world's 
deep hunger meet.” The keynote speaker, May Boeve 

’02, discussed both the hunger and gladness on the road to her career. Studying Political Science at Middlebury Col-
lege she was an activist and Scholar in Residence when she met the renowned environmentalist Bill McKibben. 
Fresh out of college, she took on the responsibility of directing North American operations for the nonprofit envi-
ronmental action group 350.org. Climbing to the position of      Executive Director she found herself breaking 
ground on two fronts; ecology and women’s rights. Spearheading 350.org’s efforts to oppose new coal, oil and gas 
projects, in favor of clean energy, she has the distinction of being the first person in the United States to be profiled 
by Time magazine as part of its annual series on “Next Generation Leaders.” May candidly expressed the challenges 
of being the only woman in a room full of male executives. “As 
a man you are seen as speaking for yourself, as a woman you are     
perceived as speaking for all women.” 
       In her keynote address, “Our Climate, Our Future,” May 
drew direct correlations between her high school experience and 
the world of nonprofit leadership. “When I was preparing for 
today’s talk I found my Justin-Siena Ecology Club t-shirt,” 
proudly adding, “It still fits!” What started locally for her as 
eight kids in a recycling project has evolved into a global com-
mitment to the vital issues of social and climate change. “My 
Biology teacher, Chris O’Connor, met with us on his own time 
during lunch and after school. He listened to our ideas and actu-
ally made ecology a ‘cool’ thing to do.” She is still in touch with 
her mentor, emphatically stating, “I wouldn’t be doing what I’m 
doing today if it wasn’t for Justin-Siena.” 
       When asked for one word that best describes our school, she 
immediately responded, “Open.” Currently she networks with 
diverse religious groups in 188 countries and firmly believes that 
her openness was nurtured by her Justin-Siena experience. In a 
community of tolerance and inclusion, “It was ok to be idiosyn-
cratic. It was acceptable to be different.” Her advice for our stu-
dents was, “Pay close attention to your moments of passion, they 
will faithfully guide you to your calling.” 
 
Ms. Eileen Mize 
Correspondent 
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Justin-Siena alums shared their life journeys on Vocation Day. 

Vocation Day keynote speaker May Boeve, ‘02. 



La Salle Catholic College Preparatory | Milwaukie, OR 
 

       Service is on everyone’s schedule at La Salle Prep in 
Milwaukie. 
       No matter how many science, math, and religion courses 
they take, an education at La Salle Prep isn’t complete unless 
everybody does their good deeds. 
       After all, serving others is a hallmark of Lasallian 
schools, which are now in 80 countries all over the world.  
       “Service is the mission of La Salle,” said Kelsey Peyton 
’02, who works as La Salle’s director of service. “It is why 
we are here. If we didn't have service in our school, we 
wouldn't be complete. It is absolutely the foundation of what 
we do.” 
       The Lasallian charism of Catholic schools started as a 
service itself more than 300 years ago by a French priest 
named John Baptist de La Salle. Seeing that only the rich had 

the opportunity to get an education, De La Salle renounced his family’s wealth, left his church position, and devoted 
his life to educating children in need. 
       Community service is threaded throughout life at La Salle Prep today. 
       Every Christmas, students raise funds to buy and wrap gifts for families who have children who attend a nearby 
elementary school where more than 80 percent of students qualify for a free or reduced lunch. 
       Every Lent, students raise funds for Mwangaza College, La Salle’s sister school in Kenya. And nearly every 
week of the school year, La Salle sends 60 weekend meals to about 30 Lot Whitcomb students to take home as part 
of the Backpack Buddies program. In September, the students will team with other Catholic high schools in the 
Portland area to raise funds for the Children’s Cancer Association, which supports families affected by cancer. 
       In addition to school-organized activities, many La Salle students have created their own ways to help others. 
       Last year, senior Luke George created the NW Dental Project to collect more than $3,000 to buy toothbrushes, 
tubes of toothpaste, and packs of dental floss for those in need. Junior Lucas Van Wagner collected hundreds of 
coats before the winter. Scores of students collected food and socks for the poor and money for victims of wildfires, 
hurricanes, and human trafficking. 
       They also gave time.  
       Abby Baines, a junior, found it humbling to volunteer as a youth counselor and to put together meals for      
children in need. 
       Volunteering, she said, “is gratifying.” 
 
Ms. Lisa Daniels 
Correspondent 
 
 

Les Amis des Frères | Napa, CA 
 

       Les Amis des Frères is a group whose members are Christian Brothers, former Brothers and their families, and 
our friends and supporters. Les Amis des Frères is administered by a committee consisting of Joe Sperske, Bradley 
Francis and Michael Tscheekar.  
       The group’s members-only Facebook page is administered by Dino Ghilarducci and Robert Leppert. New  
members are invited to peruse the many photo albums by clicking on the link below the page photo. We encourage 
all members to post comments and photos.  
       Our Facebook group has 175 members. To join, send a request to Dino Ghilarducci at the_dino@yahoo.com or 
to Robert Leppert at bobandlindaleppert@comcast.net . 
       The group was founded by Patrick O’Brien, Chuck and Nina Meuel, Gerald Forrest, and John Savage.  
 
Prayers requested: 
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…For our co-founder Patrick O’Brien, who was diagnosed with 

brain cancer on August 26, 2018 after he had a car accident while 

on his way to Mont La Salle for Brother Dominic’s 100th birth-

day celebration.  As we write this, Pat is in hospice care. 

…For our co-founder Nina Meuel (widow of Chuck Meuel) who 

passed away on August 22, 2018.  There was a memorial service 

and celebration of life for Nina on September 14, 2018 in Walnut 

Creek. It was a wonderful evening with family, friends, and Les 

Amis paying tribute to an amazing woman who did so much for 

all of us. She and her family (all her children and grandchildren) 

were actively involved in our events such as the annual golf tour-

nament and dinner, and we think of them as the First Family of 

our group. 

…For our co-founder Gerry Forrest, who is recovering completely from a small stroke. 

 

Summer Activities 

       We held our annual gathering/reunion/encampment/retreat at St. Joseph’s Camp on the Russian River from June 

19 to June 26, 2018.  Dave and Mary Depew came from Idaho to be with us this year. Brother Mark Murphy came 

too.   Next year’s camp week will be during the same week of June. 

       Our annual picnic at Mont La Salle was on July 7, 2018.  The picnic included a silent auction and raffle with all 

proceeds going to the Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation. Scott Conolly donated two nights at his Andiron Inn 

by the Sea in Mendocino, and Sharon Fujier (widow of Andrew) was the winner. Participants came from far and 

near (including Buck Herron from England, Kevin Harrigan from Guerneville).  The 2019 picnic date will be       

announced as soon as it is confirmed.  

 
Mr. Michael Tscheekar  
Correspondent 
 
 

Mullen High School | Denver, CO 
 

       It was a Tuesday evening dark, gloomy and rainy with 
hail, not to mention laced with lighting, and it forced about 
200 well-wishers, family, friends and Special Olympians of 
all ages inside, but no one really seemed to mind. 
       “I think that was Vicky’s way of driving us into the 
Chapel,” Mullen athletic director Vince Massey said. 
       Eventually, the group managed to get outside for what 
they came for, a ceremony to celebrate the Mustangs’ newly 
refurbished tennis courts and have them named in honor of 
Vicky Matarazzo. Even faulty strings and covers over the 
two signs that debuted on the Mullen courts, now known as 
the Vicky Matarazzo Tennis Center, couldn’t keep the crowd 
from celebrating the life of the former Mustangs coach who 
also was well-known throughout Colorado’s tennis community. 
       Victoria Gean Matarazzo, affectionately known as Vicky, was 68 when she passed on Nov. 20, 2017. But her 
presence remains and it goes well beyond husband Dr. Joe, their five children and 12 grandchildren. The native of 
Floral Park, N.Y., loved the game, displayed tremendous faith and those who knew or encountered her felt it. 
       “What I remember about Vicky,” said former Mullen principal and current interim President and CEO Linda 
Brady, “is that I never saw such a compact, strong body of energy, enthusiasm, compassion and just general good-
ness. She had an incredible impact on kids. Great tennis coach, yes, but she taught kids more than that.” 
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Les Amis co-founder Nina Meuel (top row, second from left). 

The gathering to remember and honor Vicky Matarazzo. 



       Massey, who came to the Mustangs in 1995, when  
Matarazzo was already leaving a mark, said. “her contributions 
to Mullen can never be overstated.” 
       Not surprisingly, Matarazzo put up a fight against both 
breast cancer and stage 4 lung cancer. She handled them both 
with the fervor she had that also produced a state title with 
Mullen, highlighted a 35-year coaching career that included 
two decades with Special Olympics and left a lasting legacy 
that was felt by even those even who didn’t know her. 
       “I learned a lot just listening to that ceremony,” Mustangs 
second-year boys coach Jacob Ohrman said. “It’s going to be 
hard for me to live up to it.” 
       The past fall and shortly before she died, the team sports-
manship award presented at the 4A boys state tournament 
was named in Matarazzo’s honor. 
       Her middle son, Brett, said of Tuesday’s gathering: “it’s 

overwhelming listening to it, it really is … It’s easy for us to know what she meant to us, but what we don’t know is 
how she affected other people. Since she passed away, we keep hearing stories, genuine things that people tell us. 
It’s kind of hard to keep composed.” 
       Indeed, there were tears shed, not unlike what fell from the sky. 
       “She really was a person who just lived life head on,” Brady said. “She was one of the most giving and service-
committed individuals.” 
       For Massey, having Matarazzo’s name forever associated with the Mustangs can only be a good thing now and 
into the future. 
       “She’s the kind of person who makes Mullen what Mullen is,” he said. “She ran regionals here even after she 
quit coaching. She did things the right way. And that says a lot about the kind of person she was.” 
 
Mr. Neil Devlin 
Mullen Sports Information Specialist 

 

Saint Mary’s College Brothers Community | Moraga, CA 
 

       The Academic Year officially began with an All Faculty Day, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, August 20, 2018 in the 
College Soda Center.  (Named after donor and Trustee, the late  Y. Charles Soda.)  Informational data was displayed, 
without much excitement.  New Provost Margaret Kasimatis, Ph.D, led the exposition. 
       The College basketball pavilion renovations were completed on time and within budget.  Anti- earthquake but-
tresses, new roof and roof strengthening, new lighting, refinished floor, fire and safety protective installations, and a 
large new electronic score board will reduce patron neck strains.       
       Art Museum personnel were pleased with new offices and the more secure and fire-proof facilities for 
the valuable College Collection in the Rheem Center campus.  This change allowed for the long sought removal of 
eye-soar “temporary” office facilities on campus. 
       The newly founded Phi-Kappa-Phi Honor Society will be guided in its first full year since chartering under the 
direction of Brother Richard Lemberg, FSC, Ph.D.  Brother Richard, a man with an extraordinary memory, serves as 
information librarian and is charged with other valuable duties in the College library.   
       In his spare time Brother Richard oversees the management of the Christian Brothers Camp on the Russian River 
(without collusion) to the delight of the Brothers who utilize the camp for relaxation, and such things as student 
groups for retreats and conferences. 
       Brother Patrick Moore, FSC, Ph.D., returns to the College after close to 35 years of Ecumenical educational  
activities, the latest being that of tutoring graduate students studying for the ministry, in the history of Christian 
Spirituality at Sarum College, a division of the University of Winchester.   During the past 35 years Brother Patrick 
carried his ecumenical zeal and ideals to serve in various assignments.  For, example, he served  as Vice President of 
the Southeast Institute for Theological Education.  The Institute trains ordinands (those preparing for ordination) for 
the Church of England from both London and Canterbury.   The Southeastern Institute is a sub-division of the     
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theology department of Kent University.  He also taught Christian Spirituality in the Cambridge Theological Federa-
tion and founded a Catholic college within the Federation.  Of special note, Brother Patrick served as External     
Examiner (similar to being a member of an Accreditation Team in the United States) for the University of Sussex, 
the University of Wales and the University of Ireland.  For twelve years he served as Duty Chaplain during Holy 
Week at Westminster Abby, London, (The former monastic church and resting place for notable English elites)  
conducting retreats, delivering homilies and counseling members.  He also conducted retreats for university students 
and various Church of England religious groups.  
       The retired Brothers of Santa Fe, NM, are now working with Brother Christopher Donnelly as Project Manager  
in selecting site, designing a livable community resource and at the same time considering  future uses for such a 
facility should the Brothers sell it to another party in the future.  Brother Christopher spent most of the summer 
working with Kennolyn Camps, Inc. of Santa Cruz in the transfer of the Christian Brothers Camp La Salle to that 
organization.  In his moments of being on SMC campus during the summer he supervised the repair of Mitty Resi-
dence Hall on the SMC Campus which had been heavily flooded in 2017.  With the commencement of the 2018-19 
Academic Year, he arranged for the removal of temporary office space as noted above.  Since Brother Chris is the 
official Fire Chief  for the Huntington Lake Fire Department he was involved in the purchase of a new fire engine 
and a condominium for fire personnel. 
        Rev. Thomas McElligott has been revising his course on Christian Spirituality so that spirituality can be evalu-
ated  in comparison to texts with contemporary  spiritual messages  devised by modern  film makers.    The end   
result will hopefully encourage students to deepen their spiritual insight in contrast to emotional or superficial     
urges.   He is also organizing a major family event in Ireland for the summer of 2019. This will be the first caucus in 
Ireland for the 40 major individuals from families on “both sides.”  Altogether, there could be as many as 140      
attendees along with the forty, including cousins, from Ireland (mainly from Counties Kerry and Dublin),  New 
York,  California, London, Coventry and other representative  sites.  Spare time allows him time to spend reading 
Paradise Lost where puns are superabundant.  
       In June  Brother Glenn Bolton participated in the 2018 Pacific Coast Association of Pre-Law Advisors (5 – 9 in 
Los Angeles) and then the Northeast Association of Pre-Law  Advisors (16-22 in New Orleans).  In July he ab-
sorbed considerable Italian culture in Rome, Florence and Milan.  In late July he was pleased to participate in 100 
Year Celebration of the Christian Brothers in New Orleans allowing him to tour New Orleans with Brothers  Edmond 
Larouche (Berkeley, CA), Marty Yribarren and others.  In August 13-16 he set up the Pacific Coast Association pre-
law conference scheduled for 2019 in Portland, OR.  September  11 he was host for the Saint Mary’s College Grad-
uate School Information Program on campus. The number of attendees was 75 juniors and seniors.  Plans for a   
conference on the East Coast were cancelled due to Hurricane Florence!  From September 20 to the 23 he will be 
attending  the PLANC, The National oversight pre-law body to prepare for the national meeting in 2020 in New  
Orleans.  Toward  the end of September he will be attending the national College Council meeting of the Knights of 
Columbus to be held in New Haven, Conn..  
       Editor-in-Chief Brother Mark McVann is overseeing an issue entitled Listening for the Religion and Culture 
Magazine.  All the articles for this issue have been submitted by the Saint Mary’s College Religious Studies Faculty.  
One title asks, “Reading the Bible, Is It Worth The Bother?”  Brother Mark will be teaching Introduction to The  
Bible, and tutoring foreign students.  (Brother Mark is fluent in both Spanish and Portugese.) 
       Brother Christopher Brady is the chaplain to the many athletes of the College, serves as a Resident Director in 
Ageno Hall West, and on both the Bias Incident Response Team and the Campus Facilities Planning Committee.  
Brother Christopher also served as preliminary advisor for the Brothers of Santa Fe who are planning for a new 
housing facility for those retired.  With the beginning of the new Academic Year he gladly bestowed copies of    
preliminary conversations and plans to Brother Christopher Donnelly who was occupied during the summer with 
transferring Camp La Salle to new owners.   He spent a few nostalgic weeks at the High Sierra Camp La Salle and 
then visited family members  in Las Vegas. 
       The Christian Brothers celebration of one-hundred years in Louisiana was embellished by the premier of Missa 
Lasann at the Cathedral of Saint Louis on July 28, 2018 composed by Brother Martin Yribarran, FSC, Ph.D., SMC 
organist and instructor in the College Integral Program.  Since he was assigned a 
Junior year class in 17th and 18th Century readings he spent the summer reading and preparing questions on the 
readings from Cervantes to Jonathan Swift.  He did spend two nostalgic visits to Camp La Salle and hiking the Sierras.   
       The District Ordo was completed on time and in professional style by Brother Raphael Patton.  He has submit-
ted an article for the New Oxford Review that he hopes will stir the academic—theological pot. 
       A summertime venture to Pasadena, CA, celebrated the reunion of the Class of 1968.  Brother Raphael’s  
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historical appetite has merged with Saint Mary’s Collegiate Alumni to produce a biography of Mr. J. J. Graves, one 
of the two first graduates of the College as an institution of higher education in 1872.  Graves then earned a law   
degree that led him to become an authority on Spanish Land Grants.  Graves  then became president of a Los       
Angeles bank and served on the boards of other banking institutions.  Graves  then invested  in the manufacture of 
oil drums and finally engaged in water management in greater Los Angeles.   Seems this first alumnus was a strong 
and insightful leader in an emerging Los Angeles. 
       Brother Ronald Gallagher, FSC, Ph.D., President of the College from 2004 to 2013, has returned to the College 
as a member of the English Department after four years as President of Sacred Heart Preparatory in San Francisco.  
He was assigned temporarily to Sacred Heart Preparatory at a time  
of governance uncertainty within the Archdiocesan education oversight department.  In addition to teaching in    
Collegiate Seminar and English, he is the Resident Director of a residence hall and is lending his skills in support to 
the Vice-President for Mission.  He seems quite fit and alert following the removal of an arterial blockage on      
September 13, and eagerly discusses plans for the future.    
       The Integral Program (based on a curriculum of the Great Books) has been blessed with the enthusiasm  
and acuity of Brother Kenneth Cardwell, FSC, Ph.D. (Rhetoric).  Though he claims himself as semi –retired, he is 
engaged in the newly established Brother Sixtus Robert Integral Endowment project to raise scholarship endowment 
for students interested in the Integral Program.  Brother Kenneth is also on the Saint Mary’s College Alumni Board 
and joins them in supporting the College Campaign entitled Defining The Future!   Lately, he has been directing his 
attention to writing articles on the “Rhetoric of Number in the Gospels”  as well as rewriting his book on the” secret 
“ Gospel of Mark.  His 95-year-old mother also captures his attention at frequent intervals, which he dutifully     
provides along with other members of the family.     
       Though the Director, Brother Thomas Jones, claims his activity schedule is not headline material, his common 
sense and devotion to his apostolic work keeps him active.  He spends two notably busy days in counseling students 
in the official counseling  center.  He is also a Resident Director, a volunteer position that occupies mind and heart 
in developing a student community attitude and activities in a resident hall.  He is also Director of the Saint Mary’s 
College Brothers’ Community.   He is an elected  member of the San Francisco-- New Orleans District Council, 
which requires his attendance at meetings in Napa and his attention regarding District issues.  He is also a member 
of the Review Board on appropriate sexual attitudes and activities.  Since his Psychology practice in the Counseling 
Center is a professional assignment he is required to update his state license at periodic intervals, one of which     
occurs this year.  The above list of activity is time consuming and thought- demanding even though it won’t be    
media news. 
       Lumbar Stinosis is the old man’s way of proving that age slows one down in spite of desires to the contrary.  
Brother Mel Anderson is finding movement in life a little more of a chore.  Thus, he decided to move from the     
residence hall high-rent district and 19 stairs to reach his Residence Director’s suite, to the Brother’s ancient (1928) 
living spaces which are on ground level.  A loyal alumnus, Tyler Chastain,  aided Brother Mel in moving 49 years 
of books, notes, minutes  and other keepsakes.   The library archives acquired 28 years of Trustee, Faculty Assembly 
and President’s Cabinet meeting minutes, for which the archive staff seemed appreciative.  He celebrates his 90th 
Birthday with numerous Brothers, friends, relatives, acquaintances and colleagues at the Fairmont Hotel in San 
Francisco on September 28th.  The event has taken on the fundraiser’s bent for student financial aid and retired 
Brothers’ living costs. Over 200 are anticipated for the formal event.  A less formal celebration will occur on       
October 14 for lunch following 11:00 AM Mass in the Soda Center on the College campus. 
 
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
Correspondent 
 

Saint Mary’s College High School | Berkeley, CA 
 

       The new school year, Saint Mary’s 155th, is in full swing.  The year opened on August 
13 with a Day of Reflection in the new school chapel for faculty, staff, and administration.  
Individual grade level orientations followed, and the first day of classes was August 24.  Par-
ents were on campus for the August 30 Back to School Night, and the annual Mass of the 
Holy Spirit took place on September 7.  At each of these gatherings, the community focused 
its attention on the theme for the year, shared by new school president, Lawrence Puck:  
HOPE.  At each gathering, attendees were offered the opportunity to write down their  
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personal hopes for the year, which filled several bowls. 
       Saint Mary’s students are busy with academics, a winning Panther sports season, en-
joying club activities, welcoming dozens of college representatives to campus, and look-
ing forward to the first-ever Family Dance this month, a fun and exciting departure from 
the traditional Mother-Son and Father-Daughter events.  It promises to be a great success.  
The Welcome Back student party on September 14 saw students enjoying music, food, an 
outdoor movie, indoor games, and more, as the sun went down over the campus on a beauti-
ful late-summer (fog-free) evening. 
       The Panthers have a new feature this fall – the announcement of the Athlete of the 
Week, which is creating great excitement around campus.  Panther track standout and 
boys’ long jump state champion, 
junior Malcolm Clemons heads to 
Buenos Aires in     October as one 
of seven members of the Americas 

team representing the U.S., Canada, Mexico, and South and 
Central America in the Youth Summer Olympics.  He is Saint 
Mary's second athlete to receive this honor: Trinity Wilson 
'10 won the 100m hurdles in the first-ever World Youth 
Olympic Games in Singapore in 2010.  
       Among the eleven new members of the faculty and staff 
are three school alumni.  Alumni now represent 22% of all 
employees, and range from the school’s Class of 1962 to the 
Class of 2011.  New Theater Arts teacher and Director of 
Arts Performances, Ms. Hannah Davey, held student audi-
tions in early September for the Fall production of “James 
and the Giant Peach,” by acclaimed author Roald Dahl.      
       Saint Mary’s students and faculty moderators participated 
in the annual Lasallian Student Leadership gathering in 

Moraga, and also attended the Lasallian Youth Assembly in 
Portland in June. 
       In early September, the school was excited to again be 
involved in the annual Solano Stroll.  The 44-year old event 
takes place just blocks from campus, with an estimated 
250,000 people enjoying a parade, displays, booths, lots of 
food, music, and more along a mile-long stretch of Solano    
Avenue in Berkeley and Albany. 
       The new Student Chapel, lower left corner, completed 
and blessed in April, is a highlight of the newest campus   
aerial photo  taken by students in the spring (right).  Albany 
Hill and San Francisco Bay are in the background.  
       Saint Mary’s wishes a Happy New School Year and  
Happy Autumn to our fellow Lasallians!  
 

          Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman 
          Correspondent 
 
 

Saint Michael’s High School | Santa Fe, NM 
 

Community News 
       September greetings from Saint Michael’s,  Santa Fe!  The community is doing better than ever now. There are 
healthcare workers 24 hours a day! Thank God for this much needed addition of staff members that care for the 
Brothers splendidly. We are blessed to have so many caring staffers. It is a major change for the community but it 
assures our health and safety. 
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       Brother James Joost was through and shared ideas of locations and plans for the new residence. The Brothers 
are happy to be part of the transition that we all face locally. The present house is in need of major repairs and no 
longer served the purpose it once did. The new residence will serve the needs and requirements of the Brothers. 
       This summer Brother Brian offered another session of the Santa Fe Spirituality Institute. The two week  
conference was well attended. In fact, some faithful students of Brother Brian traveled from Pennsylvania for the  
Summer Institute. Brother Brian is slowly regaining his strength and has resumed his gym workouts.  
       Brother Arthur is busy with the television cooking shows and generously shares what he has learned from the 
starring chef. His humor is a a welcome addition to our community life. 
       Brother Fred continues to tutor at Santa Fe Community College. He is a popular tutor on campus and will occa-
sionally join fellow tutors to play some pool. Brother George and Brother Fred provide their kind services by shop-
ping at the local Sam’s Club for the nourishment required by the Brothers. Every Wednesday morning these two 
Brothers do their “shopping thing” for the community. Brother George also provides for the trees on our property; 
he sees they are sufficiently watered through this awful draught. 
        Speaking of providing… Brother Martin again planted his summer patch of tomatoes. This year, to avoid the 
attack of the gophers (sounds like great movie), the tomato patch was “planted” in the patio in the center of the 
house, but because of the tremendous heat and water rationing the harvest was not as successful as in past years.  
Although the harvest was modest it  did provide delicious tomatoes.  Thank you, Brother Martin! 
       Brother Charles and Brother Joseph trek to Cesar Chavez Elementary School to tutor the students. Charles tu-
tors the younger ones and Brother Joseph tutors the third graders. It is an activity that pulls at my heart strings and 
causes to me to remember my days as a second grade teacher. Charles joined Brother James (Nicholas) to visit the 
exhibit at The Georgia O’Keefe Museum one rainy Sunday afternoon, although it was raining the three Brothers had 
a great visit and were very thankful for the rain which fell that day. 
       Brother Joseph is the busiest retired person I know! Working at the Christus Saint Vincent Hospital at the recep-
tion desk each day! Tutoring. Visiting his father in Albuquerque each weekend. Delivering donations to the Cochiti 
Pueblo with his brother and father. He is a good and busy man. 
       Brother Mel recently returned from his family’s reunion. He drove as far as Nebraska to drive his sister to the 
reunion. He returned relaxed and relieved to return to his own bed and resume his personal schedule he maintains in 
the community. Mel is energetic, generous, and a willing driver for Brothers James, and Martin when they need 
rides for prescriptions and other items they need.  Thanks Mel! 
       Brother Ricardo tries to keep busy as well. This year since there are more health care workers in the house I 
spend more time at school. I help teach a Campus Ministry class; I fill in for the librarian so the librarian can eat 
lunch. I helped plan the Holy Spirit Prayer Service, and supervise three members of the Community Service Class 
under the leadership of Taylor Gantt, the president of Saint Michael’s High School. Three students in Taylor’s class 
come to the Brother’s Residence and perform assorted chores which require strength, and patience. They have 
cleaned out the patio, delivered BOXES and BOXES of books to a local antique shop. The three students have be-
gun to assist Brother Ron to move from the former College of Santa Fe.  Justice, Justin, and Adam are a great addi-
tion to those who provide much needed services for the Brothers. 
       Brother Bill and Brother Joe provide a much needed service at the local Salvation Army by serving the home-
less breakfast on Fridays, Bill also regales the community with lots of stories with the Brothers he comes across 
while he reads. He enjoys going to the movies on Friday nights with Brother Fred. 
       In additional to all this activity we now have three additional community members. Hilary House has amalga-
mated with the Saint Michael’s community so, Brothers Ron, Don Mouton and Jim Brown have joined us. These 
Brothers come to mass, dinner, and socials as far as they are able. Brother Ron, as I mentioned is slowly beginning 
to move to Saint Michael’s, Brother Don teaches a morning senior religion class at Saint Michael’s , and also teach-
er an online class for the Lewis University. Brother Jim performs ministry at the Community College of Santa Fe, 
and does the financial books of the high school community. 
       Brother Chris Brady was a temporary community member while he diligently worked on the many possibilities 
that the new residence might take. He also saw first hand the many repair projects that were needed to bring to par 
so the house is safer and cleaner. We are prioritizing a long list of needs that must be done to make the house safer 
for its residents. We are thankful to Chris and his contribution to the future domicile for the Brothers who will spend 
their Golden Years in Santa Fe.  Thank you, Brother Chris!   
 
Brother Richardo Palacio, FSC 
Correspondent 
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School News 
       The beginning of the year always brings with it a sort of 
excitement.  It doesn’t matter how many times we might wel-
come back our students or plan for orientations for our facul-
ty/staff, returning students, or invite new parents and students 
to the 5 Core Meal, there always seems to be a spark that gets 
the year going in the right direction. This year was a little ex-
traordinary as we were honored to have the commemorative 
Lasallian art piece for our beginning of the year prayer ser-
vice inviting the blessing and presence of the Holy Spirit in 
our school.  This prayer service gave us the opportunity to 
reflect on our Lasallian Heritage and Mission that has in-
spired so many throughout the years.   
       The reflection and appreciation continued as we celebrated 
and blessed our seniors at the Senior Ring Mass.  We ask for 
prayers upon them, especially two of our seniors who have 
recently and unexpectedly lost their fathers, as they continue 

to lead our school this year.  As we look forward to the leadership of this year’s seniors, there is a lot of enthusiasm 
and excitement.  It is already evident on the fields, courts and 
courses as our Fall sports teams are off to a strong start.  This 
positive leadership is also noticeable in the city of Santa Fe as 
all of our seniors are required to take Service Learning some 
time in their senior year.  This change in curriculum gives 
each senior the opportunity to make a difference in the world 
around them so they can take with them a heart of service as 
they leave.   
       It seems the whole school is on fire with service as we have 
already had our first big drive with the “Neighbor to Neighbor” 
Food Drive for the local Food Depot. It is a proud moment 
when the Food Depot personally invites the school to participate 
because they know we will open our hearts to the cause and 
give generously.  This year was no exception!  A big thank 
you to the entire student body for their donations and generosity.    
       As the school year progresses, we also look at the new 
programs of our school.  The second year of our Signum Fidei 
program continues to reach out to students in academic need 
and the newly established R&R program is also gaining in enthusiasm.  The small groups are designed to help break 

down barriers and build bridges of friendship and respect. It 
is just one more way to build up the core principles of respect 
and inclusivity.     
       Finally, we can’t close without a few shout outs…  
Thanks to all the parents who attended mini-schedule and 
filled the halls with a joyful buzz.  Thanks to the whole St. 
Mike’s family for their generosity through service and donation.  
Thanks to Br. Michael Livaudais for visiting St. Michael’s.  
Thanks to all the Brothers who continue to lead and inspire.   
Thanks to the faculty and staff who dedicate themselves daily 
to the Lasallian Mission.  Thanks to all the parents who en-
trust us with the care of their student.  With all this positive 
energy being shared around school, it really does make for 
one promising year! 
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC 
Correspondent 
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Horsemen enjoying their 5 Core Meal. 

Students make their “Neighbor to Neighbor” food drive deliveries. 

An R&R group selfie with the principal, Mr. Govea. 

https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsHS/videos/288357831982772/?t=1


Saint Paul’s School | Covington, LA 
 

Community News 
       It has been quite a good start to the new school year. On August 8th, the students arrived for the 2018-19 school 
year. This school year is a special one for St. Paul's. It was on September 14, 1918, that the first Brothers took over 
ownership of St. Paul's from the Benedictine monks at St. Joseph's Abbey. So, this school year will be a time of   
remembrance and gratitude. We remember and are grateful to the first Christian Brothers who assumed ownership 
of St. Paul's in the summer of 1918. They were French Brothers who had escaped persecution in France and Mexico 
and ended up here at St. Paul's. One hundred years later the Lasallian dream is alive and well in Covington, LA. The 
Brothers are grateful to all who have worked beside us during the past one hundred years. In recognition of our   
centennial, Covington Mayor Mike Cooper proclaimed the week of September 10-14, Christian Brothers Week in 
Covington. 
       Mean while, back in the Brothers community we went about the process of taking care of business necessary for 
the good order of our lives together. On August 21, we worked on the final draft of our Community Annual Program 
for the next year. Brothers Director, Brother Jerry Vincent, along with Brothers Peter Dudenheffer and Bill Ray 
formed a committee to look into improvements to the residence and grounds. They have been working hard to come 
up with a list of things that need to be done. 
       In general, we have a very lively community here at St. Paul's. It's inspiring to see so many Brothers in their 
90's filled with zeal in the service of the Lord. Do you know what it is like to shake the hand of almost 900 young 
men in the course of a half-hour. During our Centennial special celebration the Brothers gathered in front of the   
residence and shook the hand of every student. As Brother Louis Welker put it: "The pain in my right arm was     
excruciating after the event." He had to use Australian Cream for the pain in his arm. When asked if we wanted to 
hand out popsicles at lunch to the students on September 13, one Brother proclaimed: "Yes, as long as we don't have 
to shake hands." 
       On August 28, Brother Ralph Baltz celebrated his 98th birthday. On September 14, Brother Louis Welker     
celebrated his 75th birthday. On September 15, we celebrated the birthday of Nurse Betty. Finally, on September 24, 
we will celebrate thee 96th birthday of Brother Alfred Baltz. 
       Recently, Brother Tom Canty enjoyed a visit with his niece Susan from San Antonio. Brother Robert O'Kane 
visited family and friends in Philadelphia. Brother Louis Welker visited with his new great-great nephew Levi Paul 
in Kenner, LA. Brother William Siebold enjoys sitting out in the patio with our new dog Buddy. Buddy arrived in 
our community on July 20th. He is a Terrier mix,three years old, gentle and very loving. It looks like he will turn out 
to be a good therapy dog for our community. He came from the Humane Society in Covington, LA. Three of our 
ladies that attend daily Mass with the community paid all the adoption fees. Brother Jeffrey Calligan continues to 
teach Church History to one class of Sophomores and helps in the Guidance Department. Brother Ray Bulliard, 
School President, continues to lead our school and works hard to keep the Lasallian dream alive in Covington, LA. 
Brother John Fairfax enjoys having frequent visits with his family and sharing a meal with them. Brother Duane 
continues his yard work around the community residence and helps out with the sacristy. 
       This report began with the story of our beginning at St. Paul's. In his weekly newsletter Brother Raymond    
Bulliard wrote: "Now we go forward...we look upon the future with the words of St John Baptist De La Salle, 'with 
the eyes of Faith'" 
 
Brother Louis of the Cross, FSC 
Correspondent 
 
School News 
       Commemorating the 100 year anniversary of the transfer of ownership from the Benedictine Fathers to the 
Christian Brothers in 1918, Saint Paul’s devoted a week to special events and activities for its students to enjoy. The 
events all served the purpose of cementing the traditions and histories of Saint Paul’s School from the days September 
10th to September 14th: Founding Brothers’ Week. 
       Events were kicked off with a bang on Monday when Mayor Mike Cooper of Covington, a Saint Paul’s graduate of 
‘71, gave a rousing speech to the students lauding the efforts of the Christian Brothers both in 1918 and in 2018. The 
week was officially declared by the mayor as Christian Brothers Week in the city of Covington, a momentous occasion. 
Every student left the gym that day feeling proud of the school he attends and the order that runs it.  
       On Tuesday, students sat down for a traditional, bi-weekly president’s assembly in which President Brother Ray  
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Bulliard FSC informed students on the importance of the one-
hundred year anniversary they were in the midst of. Towards 
the end of the assembly, the school sat together and held a 
short memorial for 9/11. 
       Midweek, students marched down Jahncke Avenue and 
through the front arch of the school to commemorate the first 
time the Christian Brothers and their students walked through 
the arch at Saint  Paul’s School in 1918. The stampede of blue 
shirts and khaki shorts was lead by the seniors followed by the 
juniors, sophomores, freshmen, and 8th graders respectively. 
After a stop at the retired brother’s residence for a rendition 
of Honneur a Toi, a song commending the founder of the 
brothers, St. John Baptist de la Salle, the band played, wel-
coming students to mountains of cookies and snacks, the hard 
work of the Mother’s Club. 
       “I really enjoyed coming together with my classmates and 

recreating that walk,” said Junior Charlie Layman. “Singing to the Brothers in 
French with the whole school was a lot of fun- It felt good to do something for 
the people who do so much for the school.” 
        After three days of celebration, on Thursday St. Paul’s students came 
together for Mass in the Briggs Assembly Center with celebrant Abbot Justin 
Brown OSB in honor of the transfer of ownership from the Benedictine Fa-
thers to the Christian Brothers. The congregation was a sea of white and dark 
blue ties with students dressed to the teeth. Once the Mass had concluded, Ab-
bot Brown declared that Friday would be a school holiday, not a half-day, 
which the school had been informed of. The respectful, quiet students imme-
diately erupted into a sea of cheers and praises. 
       Students came to learn much about the beginnings of their school during 
the week, all the while enjoying special activities and events. Founder’s 
Weeks is a special time at St. Paul’s, a time of history, faith, and respect. With 
years and years of experience behind it already, Founder’s Week is a tradition 
at St. Paul’s that is sure to last for many more. 

       The administration 
and faculty recently an-
nounced that eight mem-
bers of the Class of 2019 
have been named Nation-
al Merit Semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Jackson Gold, Hyde Healy, Ross Hightower, Cullen Irwin,       
Stephen Millet, David Needles, Andrew Norlin, and Christopher 
Wilson are included in the academically talented group of high 
school seniors who will compete for some of the 7,500 National 
Merit Scholarships valued at over $31 million dollars. To become 
semifinalist students must have an outstanding academic record, 
participate in community service activities, demonstrate leader-
ship abilities, write an essay, and earn excellent SAT scores that 
confirm academic achievement. The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation’s goal is to honor scholastic champions and encour-
age the pursuit of academic excellence. 
 
Ms. Karen Hebert 
Correspondent 

The Marching Wolves lead the brothers, faculty and students 

onto De La Salle Drive during the celebration parade.  

Student Council President, Josh Rovira,     

presents Covington Mayor Mike Cooper, with a 

gift of thanks after the President's Assembly. 

This year’s National Merit Semifinalists 



YL Summer Gatherings Focus on Justice and Leadership 

       During June and July of this year, students, Brothers, and Partners from throughout the District of San Francisco New 
Orleans made their way to two of the District’s annual Young Lasallian (YL) summer events: the Lasallian Youth Assembly 
(LYA) and Lasallian Student Leaders (LSL).  Coordinated by the District’s Young Lasallians Director, Kenenna Amuzie, 
and sponsored by the District’s Office of Education, these gatherings offer hundreds of Lasallians intense week-long   
immersions of faith, community, and service in the areas of social justice and student leadership. 
       The 17th Annual Lasallian Youth Assembly took place at the University of Portland June 17 – June 22, 2018.    
The theme was “Hidden No More: Shedding Light on Human 
Trafficking.”  Approximately 58 students and moderators attend-
ed from nine SFNO schools and from De La Salle Institute,    
Chicago, IL. 
       The Assembly focused primarily on education for advocacy 
training and in-depth study of the social justice issue of human 
trafficking.  It featured a full day of classroom sessions, as well as 
expert-led field experiences.  Through education, immersion, and 
reflection, participants were challenged to “break open” the reali-
ties facing those who have been victims of human trafficking, and 
to understand the role of advocacy in the Lasallian Family. 
       According to Amuzie, “One of the most powerful experiences 
for the group was hearing the story of Robin Miller, a human  
trafficking survivor who now works in Washington state with a 
youth program for commercially sexually exploited (CSE) youth between the ages of 12 and 24.  Her story of God’s grace 
at work in her own life provided a powerful message of hope and triumph to LYA participants.” 
       Toward the end of the week, students worked in reflection groups to create art as a way of processing and expressing 
their experiences. 

       A month later, July 15-20, the 15th Annual Lasallian Student 
Leaders Program was held at Saint Mary’s College of California.  The 
gathering drew approximately 225 students and moderators from 15 
SFNO schools and from Totino Grace High School, Fridley, MN. 
       Designed to support student leadership in the areas of Lasallian 
charism and mission, LSL employs keynote presentations, skills train-
ing, and hands-on planning sessions to accompany students as they 
learn how to be effective Lasallian servant leaders in their schools. 
This year’s overarching theme was advocacy and empowerment. 
       For Amuzie, a powerful component of this LSL gathering was 
Lasallian Family Night.  Each year, it is an evening where students 
reflect on and process input and share their observations and ide-
as.  She noted, “This year’s gave students the opportunity to further 
reflect on some of the points addressed during the previous night’s 

keynote address, while also giving them an opportunity to put genuine listening into practice.  A take away for the students 
was that, in order to be a leader that advocates for and empowers others, one must first be willing to listen attentively and  
authentically.” 
       One way that LSL’s effect on student leadership has grown over the years is in the mission influence that alumni of 
the program exert in their local school communities when they return to campus.  Amuzie observed, “The sense and re-
sponsibility to take their LSL experiences and put it into practice at the local level is something that continues to grow 
among participants of the program.” 
       A common feature of both LYA and LSL is the two programs’ benefits for school moderators and animators.  Says 
Amuzie, “LYA and LSL provide great formation opportunities for the adults who accompany their students to these pro-
grams. They allow adults to experience the larger Lasallian family beyond their schools, while providing an opportunity 
to meet or reconnect with colleagues from around the District.  In addition to also benefiting from the content that the stu-
dents receive, adult moderators walk away with a stronger sense of how they can continue to accompany their students in 
putting action to the experience.” 
       In Lasallian Youth Assembly and Lasallian Student Leaders, the San Francisco New Orleans Office of Education 
continues to meet its charge of developing programs and resources that “accompany and assist the Brothers and Partners 
in maintaining and advancing the Lasallian Catholic identity, character, activity and vision of the District and its works.” 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION UPDATE 
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       On May 15, the worldwide Lasallian family celebrated the Solemnity of Saint 
John Baptist de La Salle, founder of the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools and patron saint of teachers. 
       Often referred to as Founder’s Day, the day is observed by special liturgies, 
prayers, and events in Lasallian ministries and Brothers’ communities throughout the 
five international Regions of the Institute. 
       Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, Superior General, released a Founder’s Day mes-
sage to the approximately 4,000 Brothers, 75,000 Partners, and 900,000 students of 
the Lasallian Family.  In it, he invites the reader to “honor our holy Founder by emu-
lating his love of prayer and meditation, often consciously placing ourselves in 
God’s presence so as to know his will for our mission of human and Christian educa-
tion.” 
       This year’s Founder’s Day also was distinguished by several announcements 
regarding special upcoming Lasallian observances. 

       2019 will mark the 300th year since De La Salle entered into eternal life.  The Institute has announced that, in 
honor of this, the Holy See has declared 2019 a Jubilee Year, which the Church dedicates as a call to the faithful to 
deepen their relationship with God faith through a renewed commitment to Gospel witness, especially in regard to 
the poor and those in need.  In his letter announcing the Holy See’s declaration, Brother Robert wrote, “I encourage 
each of you to become a pilgrim during the Jubilee Year. Let your pilgrimage take you “beyond borders” to places 
that inspire you with a sense of God’s presence and to poor and vulnerable people who are occasions to encounter 
Jesus Christ.” 
       2019 also has been designated by the Institute as the Year of Lasallian Vocations.  With the theme, “De La 
Salle: One Heart, One Commitment, One Life,” the Year will serve as a call to all Lasallians to celebrate their com-
mon heritage and vision; renew their commitment to the Lasallian mission, charism, and founding story; and, with-
in the unity and diversity of Lasallian vocations, witness to the movement of the Spirit in their lives and ministry. 
       Finally, to help celebrate this extraordinary year, the Institute has created and release a commemorative song 
and accompanying video, “One Heart, One Commitment, One Life.”  The song and video are performed in the 
three languages of the Institute – English, French, and Spanish — and are a joyful celebration of the founding char-
ism of Saint John Baptist de La Salle and his living legacy in today’s global Lasallian family. 
 
 
Institute Releases One Year in Mission Together 
 
       The Secretariat for Solidarity and Development, an of-
fice of the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, 
has released a new project entitled, One Year in Mission   
Together: a Prayer for Each Project, a Project for Each Week. 
This project, which received editorial support from Christian 
Brothers Conference, was created for schools and ministries 
on the occasion of the tricentenary celebrations in 2019. 
       One Year in Mission Together highlights 52 Lasallian 
ministries internationally, offering a brief summary of their 
work and a prayer for each ministry. The aim of the publication 
is to increase awareness of our Lasallian international pres-
ence, strengthen connections, invite Lasallians to pray for 
one another, and show the diversity of ministries responding 
to local needs. 
       As Brother Craig Franz, FSC, wrote in the introduction to the publication, “Lasallian institutions are geograph-
ically diverse and locally responsive. Each day, Lasallians touch more than one million individuals in 80 countries, 
often through traditional educational programs. But that’s not the whole story. Lasallians caringly administer health 
clinics for children, vocational training for child soldiers, women’s rights advocacy in developing areas, and a myriad 
of other services which creatively address the needs of the poor, the marginalized and the excluded.” 
       “Institutions are invited to post this educational resource in classrooms and libraries to highlight the geograph-
ical diversity and local responsivity of global Lasallian works. Helpfully, the 52 pages of information can provide a 
rotating weekly consideration of the Lasallian world throughout the year. “         

Lasallians Celebrate Founder’s Day, Look to Special 2019 Observances 

VOCATION MINISTRY UPDATE 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMYAAX8LWfs
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/09/institute-releases-one-year-in-mission-together/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=96f3a1d2-bb3b-43c6-b81c-60a37a53e10c
https://www.lasallian.info/2018/09/institute-releases-one-year-in-mission-together/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=96f3a1d2-bb3b-43c6-b81c-60a37a53e10c


 

       On August 15, 2018, in the Fruitvale neighborhood of Oakland, CA, Cristo Rey De La Salle East Bay High School, St. 
Elizabeth Campus officially opened its doors as the newest Lasallian ministry of the District of San Francisco New Orleans. 
       The school’s 69 members of its founding class of 2022 and 19-member faculty-staff, along with current families and St. 
Elizabeth alumni, gathered for Mass at adjoining St. Elizabeth Church, followed by a ribbon-cutting ceremony on the school’s 
front steps.  They were joined by dignitaries from SFNO, the Cristo Rey Network, the Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose, 
and numerous guests and friends. 

       Prior to the start of Mass, school president Michael Anderer and principal 
Ana Hernandez formally welcomed the occasion’s attendees.  “We are so 
grateful,” said Ms. Hernandez, “to each of you for saying ‘yes’ to the invi-
tation to be part of this adventure, an adventure that God called us to with 
great love and tenderness.  The journey that led us to this moment has con-
vinced both of us even more completely that every action, every event and 
every person is a sign and a call of the Spirit for those who see with the 
eyes of Faith.” 
       Ashby Rivas, a member of the founding class of 2022, offered a welcome 
on behalf of her classmates, saying, “The Class of 2022 and I are eager to 
participate in what makes our campus unique and unlike any other. To-
gether we are called to become young women and men of faith, service, 
and purpose. Through our personalized learning curriculum and our corpo-
rate work study program, we hope to become the future leaders of our gen-
eration and to not only succeed in college and the workplace, but in life.” 
       During the Mass, the students who filled the church’s front pews sat 

arranged by their homeroom “casas”, attentive and visibly proud, dressed in their uniforms of blue blazers, gray pants, and 
oxford shirts, with blue and gold striped neck ties for the boys and crossover ties for the girls. 
       Appropriately, the morning was filled with references to the possibilities and responsibilities of new beginnings.  In his 
homily, Bishop Barber harkened back to his days as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy as he spoke to the students about their unique 
role in their new school. 
       “When the Navy commissions a new ship,” he described, “the ship’s crew is assembled on the deck.  Then, the order is 
given, ‘Bring the ship to life!’  With that, the crew members rush to their stations and begin to take command of the ship. They 
are now ‘plank owners’ – someone who was a member of the crew of a ship when that ship was placed in commission.  You are 
plank owners of Cristo Rey De La Salle High School.  It is up to you to bring your school to life.” 
       Following Mass, the crowd made its way next door to the school’s main entrance, spilling onto the sidewalk and into the 
street.  The ribbon-cutting ceremony began with a welcome from Greg Young, the school’s Director of Mission Advancement, 
and school principal Hernandez, who introduced Brother Donald Johanson, FSC, Visitor. 
       “Almost 350 years ago,” Brother Donald shared, “John Baptist de la 
Salle, our founder, did something that was simple and ordinary:  he listened 
to the people around him, saw a need that wasn’t being met by the society 
of his day, and responded with a spirit of faith and zeal to begin opening 
Christian schools for the children of the artisans and the poor.  Echoing St. 
Paul, De La Salle sought to bring young people to a knowledge of truth, to 
faith and trust in a loving God, announcing the Gospel.  The mission of 
Cristo Rey De La Salle is a manifestation of this very same Lasallian story 
and mission.  I am honored to be here today to celebrate this opening.” 
       Anderer spoke next, recalling the significance of the campus’ history 
and its current significance to the life of the Fruitvale neighborhood. 
       “This building has been a school since 1924,” he explained.  “I want 
you to imagine for a moment all of the students and parents and teachers, lay 
and religious that have entered these doors, and walked the halls of this 
school.  In 1937, this neighborhood, including this parish, was “red-lined” on a map published by the federal government as a 
bad investment because of ‘odors from industries and the predominance of foreign inhabitants.’  And here we are, standing on 
these steps.  Reinvesting in this neighborhood, in this incredible building, because this neighborhood deserves it.  These young 
people deserve it.” 
       Bishop Barber then offered his blessing of the school.  Abigail Martinez-Morales, who was the first student to apply to attend 
Cristo Rey De La Salle, did the honors of the ribbon-cutting, and the students and faculty-staff walked through the doors.   
       Cristo Rey De La Salle East Bay High School, St. Elizabeth Campus, the small school with the large name, is now alive. 

DISTRICT VISTAS 
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       On July 26 in New Orleans’ historic French Quarter, the District held a special celebration in observance of the 100th year 
of the De La Salle Christian Brothers’ continuous presence in Louisiana. 
       Brothers from across the District were joined by a large contingent of area Partners, benefactors, and friends for morning 
Mass at Saint Louis Cathedral, a reception and presentation at the Old Ursuline Convent Museum, and a reception and river 
cruise on the famous Steamboat Natchez. 
       Under the theme, “Procuring God’s Glory from Generation 
to Generation,” the celebration was organized to recog-
nize the achievements of the Brothers in Louisiana and to 
celebrate with the Louisiana Lasallian family the life of the 
Brothers and their mission with their Partners in the world 
today.  Event planning and direction were led by planning 
committee chair Brother James Joost, FSC, Auxiliary  
Visitor, and local coordinator Brother Gale Condit, FSC, 
Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation Development 
Director.  Other committee members included Karen Hebert, 
Barbara Turner, Bob Carrejo, and Don Stout. 
       Activities actually began for the Brothers the evening 
before with a fraternal gathering and dinner at Muriel’s, a 
popular French Quarter restaurant.  The next day’s events 
began with Mass.  Main celebrant Archbishop Gregory 
Aymond of New Orleans was joined by a number of brother 
priests and deacons who are Lasallian alumni or who currently minister in Lasallian schools.  Students from New Orleans-area 
schools Archbishop Rummel High School, Christian Brothers School, De La Salle High School, and Saint Paul’s School 
served as ushers, banner-bearers, readers, and servers.  Brothers, Partners, and guest musicians comprised the liturgical choir. 
       Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi, a 1967 graduate of De La Salle High School in New Orleans, delivered the homily.  Reflecting 
on the Brothers’ history and legacy, both in Louisiana and around the world, Archbishop Rodi said, “Institutions may come 
and go, the number of members in an order may fluctuate between times of growth and decline, but the faith which (Saint La 
Salle) wished to share with young men remains. That is the legacy of (Saint La Salle). That is the charism of the Christian 
Brothers: to teach young people for the purpose of their betterment in life and for the salvation of their souls. In short, to give 
both knowledge and wisdom to young people.” 
       “It was special,” Brother Gale later said, “seeing archbishops, priests and deacons crowding the altar for Mass, thanking God 
for the hundred years the Brothers have provided a human and Christian education throughout many parts of Louisiana.  It was so 
nice seeing students from the four local Lasallian schools not only present but actively involved, and how the choir added to 
the spirit of the occasion.” 
       After Mass, many of the attendees made the short walk up Chartres Street to the Old Ursuline Convent Museum for a re-
ception hosted by local restaurant, Drago’s.  The Museum’s major exhibit, “The Church in the Crescent: Three Hundred Years 
of Catholicism in New Orleans,” includes a special section on the Brothers’ history in Louisiana.  Dr. Emilie Leumas, Director 
of Archdiocesan Archives and Records, presented the story of the Ursuline convent, followed by a presentation from Brother 
James on the Brothers’ 100 years of ministry.  A slide show featured highlights of the lives of notable Brothers, both living 
and deceased, who served in various apostolates throughout Louisiana. 
       Commenting on the exhibit, Brother James said, “Though the people have changed over the years, the Lasallian heritage 
continues to move and grow.  I hope people would recognize that we now build on the shoulders of giants and the stories show 
us that “giants” are ordinary Brothers, teachers, staff, students, parents, alumni who do extraordinary things in lives of students.  With 
faith in God and each other, we can do the same today.” 
       A second reception took place on the Steamboat Natchez.  Attendees were treated to refreshments, dinner, and music as 
part of a two-hour “jazz cruise” down the Mississippi River.  Brothers and Partners were able to share the camaraderie and 
memoires of years of Lasallian adventures together.  For many, it was their first authentic riverboat experience, and harkened 
back to a time a century before when the Brothers returned to Louisiana determined to establish their works there once and for all. 
       Following the New Orleans celebration, Brothers James, Gale, and Donald reflected on the gathering.  All agreed that 
District oneness was the theme of the day. 
       “I was inspired by how happy people were to attend such a meaningful event,” Brother Gale shared.  “All the day’s activities 
seemed to go well.   The two receptions provided everyone with opportunities to share their positive feelings and experiences 
about Lasallian education.  There was a definite family spirit.” 
       Brother James added, “The spirit of community and generosity among the alumni and alumni parents in attendance evidenced 
the spirit of faith and zeal of the Brothers and our Lasallian Partners who formed the school communities at their respective times.” 
       Finally, Brother Donald seemed to capture both the impact and the importance of the day, saying, “There was a great 
sense of unity surrounding the celebration. Brothers from all over the District attended and were able to celebrate both with 
our Lasallian partners and other Brothers. I hope we can continue to have events that gather together various members of the 
District in celebration of our long-standing dedication to education.” 
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  Catherine Hilken, mother of Brother Charles Hilken, FSC, August 4, 2018, Oakland, CA. 

  David Orona, brother of Brother Richard Orona, FSC, August 9, 2018,  Glendora, CA. 

  Reverend Charles Grahmann, brother of Brother James Grahmann, FSC, August 14, 2018, San Antonio, TX. 

  Raul Martin, husband of Mayra Paniagua’s mother, Elida Martin Gonzalez., August 12, Sonoma, CA. 

  Melissa Graviss, faculty member and coach at Saint Mary’s College High School, September 15, Oakland, CA. 

Requiescat in Pace  

PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

October, 2018 | Evangelization: The Mission of Religious 
That consecrated religious men and women may bestir themselves, and be present among the poor,  

the marginalized, and those who have no voice. 
 

November, 2018 | Universal: In the Service of Peace 
That the language of love and dialogue may always prevail over the language of conflict. 

 
December, 2018 | Evangelization: In the Service of the Transmission of Faith 

That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture,  
a language suited to the conditions of the present time. 

  
January, 2019 | Young People and the Example of Mary 

That young people, especially in Latin America, follow the example of Mary and respond to the call of the Lord 
to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world. 

 
February, 2019 | Human Trafficking 

For a generous welcome of the victims of human trafficking, of enforced prostitution, and of violence. 
 

March, 2019 | Recognition of the Right of Christian Communities 
That Christian communities, especially those who are persecuted, feel that they are close to Christ  

and have their rights respected. 
 

April, 2019 | Doctors and their Collaborators in War Zones 
For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in war zones, who risk their lives to save the lives of others. 

 
May, 2019 | The Church in Africa, a Seed of Unity 

That the Church in Africa, through the commitment of its members, may be the seed of unity among her peoples 
and a sign of hope for this continent. 

 
June, 2019 | The Mode of Life of Priests 

That priests, through the modesty and humility of their lives, commit themselves actively to a solidarity  
with those who are most poor. 

 
July, 2019 | The Integrity of Justice 

That those who administer justice may work with integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in the world  
may not have the last word. 

 
August, 2019 | Families, Schools of Human Growth 

That families, through their life of prayer and love, become ever more clearly “schools of true human growth”. 
 

September, 2019 | The Protection of the Oceans 
That politicians, scientists and economists work together to protect the world’s seas and oceans. 

 
October, 2019 | A Missionary “Spring” in the Church 

That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a new missionary “spring” in the church. 

Papal Intentions  
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As their teacher 
looks on, three 
Christian Brothers 
School students 
apply the “nothing 
ventured, nothing 
gained” approach 
to the day’s class 
assignment. 

PARTING SHOTS 

DCAA co-chair Taylor Gantt takes a creative approach to explaining 
the evening’s brain teaser competition to his colleagues. 
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A recently-discovered  
reminder of simpler 
(and less-expensive) 
times for Lasallians, 
circa 1942. 
 
Photo Mullen HS. 

(L-R) Kenenna Amuzie gets a laugh from CBHS’ Stephanie Roybal, 
and DLSHS’ Justin Martineau and Matt Chiantella at LSL. 

A bird’s eye view of one of the participant work groups at LYA. 
Photo Br. David Caretti. 

The Brothers process from NOLA’s Saint Louis Cathedral after the 
Mass celebrating their Louisiana centennial anniversary. 

All photos SFNO Communications unless otherwise attributed. 


