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     A Dakota tribesman named Ohiyesa once spoke of his people’s under-
standing of life this way: “Everything as it moves, now and then, here and 
there, makes a stop.  So too god has stopped.  The sun is a place where he has 
stopped.  The moon, the stars, the wind, the trees, the animals are all where 
he has stopped, and the Indian thinks of these places and send his prayers 
there to reach the place where god has stopped and receive help and a blessing.” 
     Ohiyesa’s vision is not unlike the Christian idea of sacramentality.  Every 
part of God’s creation reveals God to us, and so all of creation is, as theologian 
Joseph Martos posits, a door to the sacred.  And in our Lasallian tradition, no 
door is more sacred than that of human relationships. 
     A key insight of Lasallian education is that the experience of learning is 
rooted in the encounter between the teacher and the learner.  As such, learning is 
a venture undertaken by partners.  What is known is shared, what is required is 
shared, what is accomplished is shared. Above all, what is accomplished is 
revered, and the time and spot where it happened held sacred in our minds and 
our hearts.  For us, each moment of learning is a place where God has stopped.   
     Consider the latest ventures of our District’s Lasallians.  So many teachers 
and students moving together, joined across generations and backgrounds by 
a common memory and vision that give the here and now meaning and purpose 
for each of them.  Among the ventures that you will read about in this issue 
of Dateline District are: 
 
• How the Brothers of La Salle San Jose Community gather with former students 

and fellow religious to recall in familiar laughter and tears the land that 
was once their home. 

• How the Brothers of Saint Mary’s College are using their diverse skills as 
educators to show a new generation ways to preserve the sacredness of 
diversity itself. 

• Why some Saint Mary’s College High School students have been spending 
time sketching copies of pictures sent to them from a place they have never 
been by people they do not know. 

• How St. Paul’s School in Covington uses its senior retreat to reunite students 
and teachers to retrace the five-year journeys that they have made together. 

 
     For Lasallians, our ministries are to be for all people places of salvation.  
In other words, places where the presence of God is palpable and pervasive.  
The relationships that we build are the doorways to God’s presence, and our 
tradition of faith, community, and service the sight and sound of God active 
within and among us.  As the stories in the following pages make clear, 
Lasallians throughout our District are continuing our educational heritage of 
teaching minds and touching hearts, striving to ensure that our charism 
thrives and that our works will be known to young and old alike as places 
where God has stopped. 

                                                       WWW.DELASALLE.ORG 

PAGE 3 
 

Communities & Ministries 

PAGE 20 
 

Office of Education  

PAGE 21 
 

Vocation Ministry 

PAGE 22 
 

District Vistas 

PAGE 23 
 

Passages & Prayers 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

PAGE 24 
 

Parting Shots 

PAGE 2 
 

Bulletin Board 



BULLETIN BOARD 

REGIONAL VOCATION 
FORMATION COMMITTEE  
March 19-22 | Mont La Salle 
 
GENERAL COUNCILORS’ 
VISIT TO THE DISTRICT 
March 22-25 
 
BROTHERS DISTRICT DAY 
March 25 | Mont La Salle 
 
SCIENCE TEACHERS WKSHP. 
March 26-28 | St. Joseph’s Camp 
 
LASALLIAN CATHOLIC 
ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
March 29-31 |  SMCHS, Berkeley 
 
BROTHERS DISTRICT DAY 
April 1 | Santa Fe, NM 
 
LEC/LLEC/DLT MEETINGS 
April 5 | Mont La Salle 
 
PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
April 13-15 
 
EASTER 
April 16 
 
BOARD TRAINING 
April 30-May 2 | Mont La Salle 
 
LCBF ONLINE WINE SALE 
May 1-15 
 
LEC/LLEC/DLT MEETINGS 
May 16 | Mont La Salle 
 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION MTG. 
May 17 | Mont La Salle 
 

 

You know you’re in trouble when you show up for the staff photo and they hand 
you the camera. 
 
My wife and I get along great ever since I learned the difference between a smile 
and a warning. 
 
He’s so old that they didn’t have history class when he went to school. 
 
There are four things that hold back all human progress: apathy, fear, ignorance, 
and committees. 
 
When I eventually met Mr. Right, I had no idea that his first name was “Always.” 
 
My brother was so dumb that he only lasted two terms in college: Truman’s and 
Eisenhower’s. 
 
I’ve never been swimming, and that’s because it’s never been more than half an 
hour since I last ate. 
 
Never date philosophers. First they act like you don’t exist, and then they prove it. 
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The 6th annual Spring Into Action runs March 15 - April 30, 2017.  This Regional 
Council of Young Lasallians initiative encourages RELAN Lasallians to participate in 
volunteer or service activities and then share their experiences online. 
 
Registration is open for the 2017 Lasallian Social Justice Institute, July 10-14 in El 
Paso, TX.  The event is partnering with the San Francisco New Orleans District for 
this year’s program, “El Otro Lado: Guides in the Encounter.”     
 
Registrations are open for this year’s Buttimer Institute of Lasallian Studies, June 
25-July 8, Manhattan College and Brother John Johnston Institute of Contemporary 
Lasallian Practice, beginning July, 2017 at various locations. 
 
The Institute has designated 2019 as The Year of Lasallian Vocations.  With the 
theme, “De La Salle: One Heart, One Commitment, One Life.”, it will mark the 
300th anniversary of the death of Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s and celebrate the 
impact of the mission he founded.  The Year will commence on December 2, 2018 
and conclude on November 24, 2019. 
 
Lasallian Volunteers have announced receipt of a $100,000 award to assist with 
student loan payments after the completion of a successful year as a Lasallian Vol-
unteer.  The funding will help to increase student loan support to those interested in 
serving as an LV in the 2017-18 service year. 
 
Materials for this year’s Lasallian theme, “One Call, Many Voices”, are available 
from Christian Brothers Conference.  
 
Lent prayer and teaching resources are available from Christian Brothers Conference. 
 
New twinning program resources are available from Christian Brothers Conference. 

 

https://www.lasallian.info/2017/03/spring-into-action-2017/
http://www.delasalle.org/2017/01/2017-lasallian-social-justice-institute-el-otro-lado/
is%20partnering%20with%20the%20District%20of%20San%20Francisco%20New%20Orleans%20(SFNO)%20for%20this%20year’s%20program,%20El%20Otro%20Lado:%20Guides%20in%20the%20Encounter.
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/johnston/2017-brother-john-johnston-institute/
https://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/johnston/2017-brother-john-johnston-institute/
https://www.lasallian.info/brothers-today/2019-the-year-of-lasallian-vocations/
http://www.lasallianvolunteers.org/
https://www.lasallian.info/resources/one-call-many-voices/
https://www.lasallian.info/2017/02/resources-for-the-2017-lenten-season/
https://www.lasallian.info/about/twinning/


Rummel Day 2017 
     With the theme, "Decades of Pride," Rummel Day 2017 
focused on the special moments from each decade and how 
Raider Pride has evolved and become the heartbeat of Arch-
bishop Rummel High School throughout its 55-year history. 
Student and alumni speeches about their special moments were 
preceded by a special Mass celebrated by newly ordained 
alumnus Fr. Ryan Richardson, LC '99.  The ceremony featured 
a speaker from each decade describing his experiences for the 
Raider students, followed by a series of slideshows highlight-
ing the Raider events and music from the decade.  The Rum-
mel Day presentation is a collaborative effort among the Stu-
dent Council, Alumni Office, Campus Ministry Office, and 
Student Activities.  
 
Campus Ministry Visits St. Michael's 
     In early March, the Campus Ministry class visited St. 

Michael's Special School in New Orleans to assist in the delivery and unloading of Mardi Gras beads donated by St. 
Catherine of Siena School.  The St. Michael's Joy Center collects bead donations, resorts them, and sells them as a 
fundraiser for the school.  The Joy Center employs special needs adults and the Raiders were able to meet many of 
them as they worked together to unload the shipment.  After the delivery, the students received an informational tour 
by Ms. Tish Sauerhoff, principal and mother of senior Devin Sauerhoff.  The Campus Ministry class will be back in 
action assisting St. Michael's at their annual Chef's Charity fundraiser.   
 
Career Day / Life Skills Day 
     In February, Archbishop Rummel juniors and seniors met 
in the Raider Gym for the annual Career and Life Skills 
Day.  First introduced to the many alumni present, the students 
heard a keynote address from Mr. Dominick Impastato, 
'97.  Seniors then were treated to talks about important life 
skills, such as banking and credit card management.  Raider 
juniors had the opportunity to choose multiple career presen-
tations to attend.  Students spread throughout campus in 
small group sessions to hear the wide-range of experience 
from the many Raider alumni.   
  
Tornado Clean-Up 
     Students accompanied several faculty members and 
teamed with YRNO (Youth Rebuilding New Orleans) to assist 
those in need from the recent tornadoes in New Orleans 
East.  Raiders helped to tear away debris and clear homes as 
the area begins to put the pieces back together from the     
recent destruction. 
 
Latin Club: Ancient Trivia Tournament 
     The Latin Club held its 4th Annual Ancient Trivia Tournament over the course of the last three weeks. Thirty-
eight students from all grade levels competed in head-to-head match-ups to answer questions about ancient Greek 
and Roman history, geography, mythology, and literature. Each match-up featured two students who were asked 
three trivia questions. The student who answered the most questions correctly advanced. This year, Ben Browning, a 
sophomore from Latin III Honors class, took home the title. His name will be permanently inscribed on Room 114's 
Statue of Freedom along with the names of Timothy Primes (2014), Timothy Primes (2015), and Alex Bienvenu (2016). 
 
Future Medical Doctors Return to ARHS 
     Following an invitation to speak to students in premedical studies at Archbishop Rummel, six school alumni who 
are current medical students at LSU’s Health Studies School spoke to the high school students about their journeys 
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Students show their unity at Rummel Day. 

One of the presentations at Career and Life Skills Day. 



to medical school.  The Archbishop Rummel alumni in   
medical school and their high school graduation year are 
(standing l-r) Evan Davis ’08, Tarek Balamane ’08, Matthew 
Fury ’08, Joshua Harris ’06, Eric Stockwell ’09, and Andrew 
Melcher ’12.  Archbishop Rummel seniors speaking to the   
alumni are (seated l-r) Aaron Cox and Rees Ryckman.  The 
premedical studies program is one of three areas of study in      
Archbishop Rummel’s pre-professional studies curriculum. 
 
Mr. Joseph Serio 
Correspondent 

PAGE 4 

     The past few months have flown by! We cannot believe we are heading into our final quarter of the school year! 
We have been busy hosting El Otro Lado groups, guests from the SNFO district and many more! Here is the spring 
addition of Keeping Up with the Da Brothers and the Volunteer:   
     Bonjour! Br. Alphonse LeBlanc continues to blow the community away with his Cajun cooking and his French 
speaking. Recently, he had a Christian Motorcycle Association bike blessing. He was very excited for this event! 
We always learn something new about Louisiana during dinner. He provides a listening ear to community and   
comfortable aura whenever you’re around him. We are anxiously waiting until the weather warms up so he can 
barbeque a brisket.  
     Bon Voyage Becca Hulick! She is excited to announce her acceptance into the Graduate Program for Mental 
Health Counseling at Manhattan College! She is busy working on scholarship applications and interviews! Please 
keep her in your prayers as she continues her work in her ministry! She will miss the Brother’s community dearly 
once she leaves in May but, maybe one day, she will be back to visit! She continues her work as the Writing Center 
Coordinator and enjoys working with her students who she already misses! *sad face* 
     Still a little sour, Br. Nick Gonzalez lost both bets in the   
Super Bowl and our community Oscars ballot. He still brings 
this up at dinner *insert eye roll* He continues his work on the 
San Miguel High School Board. Janet Ruggerio and he worked 
on updating the bylaws. He traveled to Minneapolis for the St. 
Mary’s University of Minnesota board and almost froze his face 
off. Cathedral Alumni and Br. Nick are working on a major 
alumni project on the upcoming exhibit on CHS at the El Paso 
Museum of History. What an exciting project!  
     All about Br. Javier Hansen ….  The community held a vow 
chapter in which we had a visit from Br. James Joost. He has 
tentatively set a date in April for the renewal of his vows. How 
exciting! He has been busy with his 6 freshmen religion classes. 
He always provides a creative and open atmosphere for his classes! 
He recently took 4 students down to New Orleans, Lousiana for 
the Called and Chosen Retreat. After the trip, the students came 
to dinner at the Brother’s community where they were able to 
share their experience. It was evident that Br. Javier has a major 
influence on them. Speaking of major influences, he has con-
vinced Br. Nick to drink only water for Lent. They are in this together! So cute! #BROmance 
     The community director, Br. Mariano Lopez, visited his mother who is in a nursing home in Santa Fe, New  
Mexico. Since he has visited, she has returned home and we ask that you keep him and his family in your daily 
prayers! Recently we have many visitors to our community such as Kathleen Swain, Director of Lasallian Volun-
teers, Br. James Joost and more! Br. Mariano has made sure that their visits are comfortable and relaxing. He is busy 
with setting up a community day of reflection for during the Lenten season. We all look forward to these days in 
which we come together and share prayer. Also, he makes sure the community updates the community master      
calendar! Like he says, “if it’s not on the calendar, please put it on the calendar.”   
 
Ms. Rebecca Hulick, LV 
Correspondent 

The CHS Community takes a quick selfie in the Writing Center. 



     There is a lot of news from Christian Brothers School!  We 
concluded 2016 with Christmas activities that included holiday 
performances around the city by the Falcon Band and Jazz Ensem-
ble, Falcon Choir, and Lady Falcons Dance Team, as well as the 
Band and Jazz Ensemble Christmas Concert at the City Park 
Campus.  Santa Claus paid a visit to the St. Anthony Campus, 
and Christmas Mass there featured a living Nativity scene.  On 
the City Park Campus, a Christmas prayer service and the CBS 
Christmas Talent Show provided a fitting start to the school holidays. 
     The St. Anthony Campus helped its principal, Heath Barker, 
celebrate a milestone birthday, including birthday wishes for all 
the passersby on Canal Street to see! 
     The 5th Grade Falcon drive in February collect Necessities 
for the "N" in FALCONS.  Donations included underwear, 
socks, toiletries and hygiene items for residents of Bridge House 
in New Orleans.  
     Second graders visited Vista Shores residents and helped create fleece tie blankets for children at the Ronald 
McDonald House on Canal Street. The second graders also brought king cakes and flower vases decorated that they 
had decorated.  
     “Action Against Addiction” presenters Terri Smith and Mary Lou McCall talked to the fifth grade girls at the 

CBS St. Anthony campus in a presentation entitled "Protecting 
You, Protecting Me." The ladies spoke about making good choices 
in life.  
     CBS athletics has enjoyed a successful fall and winter.  The 
Lady Falcons 6th Grade basketball team won the NOAL Ivy League 
6th Grade Championship, while boys teams took league titles in 
5th grade basketball, 6th grade soccer, and 7th grade basketball. 
     Of course, no Mardi Gras season would be complete without 
the appearance of the CBS Band, Dance Team, and Cheerlead-
ers.  This year, they marched in the Krewe of Carrollton Parade, 
one of oldest and most popular in New Orleans. 
     Dr. Jeffrey Scott Vitter, a Christian Brothers School graduate 
of the class of 1969, has been named Alumnus of the Year for 
2017 by the CBS Alumni Association.  Joseph A. Taranto and 
his late wife Charlene Souquet Taranto were named as recipients 
of the 2017 St. Benilde Award by the association for their years 
of service to the Christian Brothers School community.  The 

award winners will be honored at the CBS Alumni Association's Annual Family Crawfish Boil on April 8. 
     The inaugural CBS Food, Music and Craft Fest took place 
March 10-11 at our City Park campus.  It featured the "Brother 
Laurence Run n' Shuck Oyster Cup”, an arts boutique area, activities 
for children, plenty of food and beverages of course, and great 
music, including the band The Molly Ringwalds to close the Fest.     
     We are proud to announce that CBS has received a donation 
of $500,000 from an anonymous benefactor for the purpose of 
creating the Brother David Pedagogical Fund for the advance-
ment of the Lasallian Mission on the school's St. Anthony campus.  
The donor requested his donation be used to create the fund in 
honor of San Francisco New Orleans District member Brother 
David Sinitiere, FSC, a long-time friend, former board member, 
and consultant to CBS. 
     Finally, we were visited recently by the Archdiocesan news-
paper, the Clarion Herald, for a story on one of CBS’ fun facts: 
there currently are 10 sets of twins enrolled at the St. Anthony 
Campus!  Read the story here: “Double the love! Twins galore at 
Christian Brothers.” 
 
Mr. Rick Reso 
Correspondent 
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The Falcons proved to be a Mardi Gras crowd-pleaser. 

Big birthday wishes for the Principal! 

CBS’ 10 sets of twins pose for the Clarion Herald’s photographer. 

http://www.clarionherald.info/clarion/index.php/kids/kids-clarion/6340-double-the-love-twins-galore-at-christian-brothers
http://www.clarionherald.info/clarion/index.php/kids/kids-clarion/6340-double-the-love-twins-galore-at-christian-brothers


     In January, De La Salle High School was chosen as the only high school in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas 
to receive the designation as a “No Place for Hate” high school from the Anti-Defamation League (ADL).  ADL’s 
“No Place for Hate: initiative provides schools with an organizing framework for combating bias, bullying, and bigotry. 

     Members of the De La Salle student 
body and faculty recently hosted repre-
sentatives of the Second District NOPD 
for a “Sweet Treat” Monday.  For the 
fifth year, the school participated in the 
event, which began in West End after 
Hurricane Katrina and has spread through- 
out the city.  Approximately 50 students 
and teachers participated this year.  
Second District officers offered their 
thanks as they loaded their “haul” into 
squad cars for delivery to the precinct. 
     Three De La Salle High Concert 
Band members recently qualified for 

the Louisiana Music Educators Association Honor Bands.  Two students were named to the Junior High Honor 
Band and one to the the Senior High Honor Band.  The DLS Band, which just completed a busy Mardi Gras season, 
is now making plans to go to Colorado to participate in the Colorado Springs Heritage Festival in the beginning of April. 
     Although most of New Orleans’ traditional St. Joseph Altars 
are held March 18th or 19th, De La Salle’s altar will be held 
on March 20th to enable students to participate.  The ob-
servance will begin with the blessing of the Altar, followed 
by “Tupa, Tupa” (traditional reenacting of St. Joseph travel-
ing door-to-door in search of food and shelter for the Holy 
Family), and then recitation of the rosary. 
     At a recent Louisiana Association of Student Councils 
state convention, De La Salle junior Ben Calico was elected 
the District 1 Student Council State President.  “I had attended 
the summer Student Council workshop and it was an amaz-
ing experience,” Calico said.  “My junior counselor was so 
enthusiastic, and he encouraged me to think about running.” 
     In sports, De La Salle’s wrestling team won its second 
consecutive wrestling State Championship. The team also 
had three individual state champions.  Three De La Salle 
girls’ soccer team players were named to the All District 
Team and five De La Salle High boys’ soccer team players 
received All-District Honorable Mention honors.  The boys’ basketball team won the Division II State Champion-
ship, our first boys basketball state title since 1986. 

     In addition to the annual participation of our Band and Cavalettes in a  number 
of Mardi Gras parades across the city, two De La Salle students were selected for 
special roles in this year’s Mardi Gras festivities.  Junior Héloise Trumel was cho-
sen to portray Jeanne D’Arc in the Krewe of Jeanne D’Arc Parade, a walking pa-
rade to celebrate St Joan of Arc’s birthday and Epiphany.  Senior Demi Robinette 
was chosen as a maid in the Krewe of Zulu Parade, one of Mardi Gras’ largest and 
most anticipated parades. 
      
Ms. Jessica Meehan and Ms. Kathleen Calder 
Correspondents 
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Tijuana: The Last Street of Latin America 
 
December, 2016 
On December 11, the Solo Ángels Tijuana-San Diego Bicycle Club roared into town for their annual toy distribution 

De La Salle again shows its support for the women and men of local law enforcement. 

De La Salle’s representatives to the LASC convention. 

Demi Robinette Héloise Trumel  



for needy children.   
     Every year, the nation pauses in the middle of the Christmas rush 
to celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Massive pilgrimages from all 
parts of the nation descend on the National Basilica in Mexico City.  
Tijuana’s Cathedral is named in her honor and hosts a number of  
religious and cultural activities to celebrate her appearance in 1531.  
I joined masses of Tijuanenses for the midday Mass.  
     The community joined our employees (4) plus long-time volun-
teer Pancho for a Christmas luncheon.  Brothers Francisco and Ern-
esto traveled to Guadalajara and then onto San Juan de los Lagos for 
their District retreat.  Before returning, Francisco visited family in 
Lagos de Moreno.  I continued to enjoy life in Tijuana until the 
22nd.  The Mont La Salle Provincialate Community kindly hosted 
me for a night, then onto Stockton to spend time with my mother and 
enjoy Christmas with family in San Jose.   
     Tijuana is full of street acts.  At most major intersections there are 
dance groups, jugglers — some on unicycles — and acrobats provid-

ing entertainment during the red light.   
     Long time music teacher and choir director, René Soria, passed away just before Christmas.  The family held a 
memorial Mass with his ashes present in our school chapel. 
 
Boom Town 
     The Temperance Movement in the United States climaxed in 1919 with the enactment of the Volstead Act, set-
ting the stage for Prohibition.  During its enforcement until December 5, 1933, the boarder cities of Mexico boomed 
overnight with luxury hotels, fine dining establishments, open bars, exotic dance halls and, in Tijuana, a world     
famous casino.  
     The most renowned hotels and casino that opened their doors during this period included the Rosarito Beach   
Hotel (1925), the Agua Caliente Casino (1928), and the Playa Ensenda Hotel & Casino (1930).   
     As alcohol consumption soared, local and foreign investors established the ASC, Cardinali, Mexicali and Tijuana 
breweries.  The Johnson distelleries, the LA Cetto and Santo Tomás wineries were also established.  Tijuana received 
thousands of visitors during Prohibition, all of whom came to enjoy the distraction that had been denied to US citizens.   
     Officially the world’s longest bar, La Ballena (The Whale), was 
70 meters (76.5 yards) and served 5 cent Mexicali Beer in the 
1920s.  Its 10 bartenders and 30 waitress staff attended hundreds 
of patrons every night.  The bar was originally located on Avenida 
Revolución  between 2nd and 3rd streets, only a two minute walk 
from the international boarder.  Through the years the bar’s length 
was reduced and the bar ultimately endured temporary closures.  
Today, La Ballena’s tradition lives on in a small bar in the Plaza 
Santa Cecilia.   
 
January, 2017 
     The New Year got off to a rough start.  Gas prices went up, 
protests ignited all over the nation and many stores were looted 
in the southern part of the republic.  Here in Tijuana, protesters 
blocked the main PEMEX (gas) distribution center in Rosarito 
for a number of days.  Driver panic caused mile long lines to fill gas tanks.  Lack of distribution and panic tank-
filling caused many stations to run out of gas.   
     On the brighter side, the Three Kings arrived in Tijuana bringing a lot of King Cakes.  I went to the Tijuana Cul-
tural Center for the annual King Cake which circled the plaza around the IMAX theatre.  One of our worker’s eight 
year-old son accompanied me; my piece of cake had the  plastic baby Jesus, which meant he got a present from the Kings.   
     We greeted our new students on January 14th with a morning orientation.  That evening, we joined with other 
male religious for an evening prayer and dinner hosted by the Salesians.   
     On January 21st, we celebrated El Centro’s 35th anniversary.  The morning began with the cutting of the anni-
versary cake in our educational center.  A Mass was celebrated by the Archbishop of Tijuana in the Seminary 
Church.  Our choir and many teachers and students participated.  A luncheon followed for the invited Brothers and 
members of the Patronato.  The day concluded at the Palacio Azteca Hotel with the anniversary dinner.  Different 
awards were presented to long time volunteer teachers, former directors and Patronato.  Visiting Brothers included 
Juan Gómez, Juan Ignacio Alba, Hector Quintero, Jorge Guzman, Gabriel Alba and Salvador Valle.  Brother Michael 
Ávila represented Brother Donald at the different events, and read letters from Brothers Donald, Armand García, 
Richard Orona, and Michael Miester and the Joseph Alemany Community. We are grateful that the series of winter 
rain storms took a break for these anniversary events.   
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El Muro en la Playa (the Wall on the Beach). 

La Ballena (The Whale) 



     The joys of life in Tijuana never end.  While our Director was at the joint District mid-year workshop, our water 
heater decided to rust out.  Upon returning home from classes, I head running water outside near the kitchen.  Sure 
enough, water was bailing out of the bottom of the water heater.  Since we were experiencing very cold mornings, I 
went for a shower and a shave to a local motel near us, El Toro, that rents rooms by the hour.  The ceiling strobe 
lights were an interesting room detail.   
 
February, 2017                                                                                                                                   
     Yolanda Franco former Lasallian Volunteer in Tucson) from the Saint Mary’s College Mission and Ministry 
Center and the Professor Myrna Santiago from the Saint Mary´s College history department spent a couple of days 
visiting immigrant centers and speaking with U.S. Boarder Patrol about the migration situation.  They are planning a 
University Venaver experience for late May.   
     We celebrated Brother Francisco’s birthday, a week late, with a Sunday trip to Tecate.  Tecate is a designated 
Magical Town east of Tijuana.  It is known for its brewery, bread and great town park.  February 6th was a holiday 
in honor of the Constitution.   
     A large number of winter storms have passed through Tijuana, leaving the streets full of potholes.  Driving in 
Tijuana has become an extreme sport again.  Residents of some neighborhoods are naming the potholes and cele-
brating their birthdays.  The month ended with a severe wind and rain storm that caused a lot of mudslides, endan-
gering the houses of many who live on the sides of the hills and landslides on the highway to Playas de Tijuana on 
the coast.  
 
March, 2017 
     On the 8th, the Patronato sponsored their annual Breakfast Conference at the Hotel Palacio Azteca.  All tickets 
were sold out in advance.  The theme of the conference was “Hope in Difficult Times.” This was a welcome theme 
since 2017 has gotten off to a rough start.  
     The Community joined other male religious communities for an evening cena and social with the Archbishop of 
Tijuana.  The Legionaries of Christ hosted the event.   
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent 
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     Even though no final decision has been announced about the sale of Santa Fe University of Art & Design to the 
Singapore group before this coming school year, there are some good signs.  One of these is that the head of his   
department has asked Br. Don Mouton if he would be interested in teaching two classes for this coming Fall Term.  
     While continuing his volunteer Campus Ministry work at Santa Fe Community College, Br. Jim Brown also  
continues his work on various social justice issues.  One of these is work on hunger issues, especially through the 
national advocacy group Bread for the World.  Bread for the World works on hunger issues as they affect people in 
this country and worldwide.  This is especially critical in that, in Washington, federal programs affecting needy and 
hungry people could be cut. 
     On February 9, the Feast Day of Br. Miguel, the Santa Fe Fire Department had to rescue Br. Ron Bartusiak from 
the Santa Fe University of Art & Design bucket truck.  A hydraulic hose broke and he could not operate the unit  
after he was high up in the sky.  He was trying to fix things in the yard by the house. 
     The Longmire movie is back for the fourth season of filming on campus.  Br. Ron had to do some lock changes 
in the Garson Studios and in Onate Hall for the Longmire people. 
     Before the College’s spring break, the Student Life Department offered to help out students with a basic vehicle 
inspection of their cars for those who would be traveling.  Campus Security and the Physical Plant staff helped with 
inspections on March 9-10. 
     The old flu bug hit Br. Ron for a couple of days, but he was soom back on his feet again. 
 
Brother Jim Brown, FSC 
Correspondent 

     On the afternoon of the Wednesday before Christmas, Jennifer Smetzer, wife of Scott Smetzer, led our community 
(plus our nurses and several ladies from the De La Salle Institute staff) in a sing-along of Christmas carols and 
songs. Everyone had a sheaf of papers with all the songs. Jennifer accompanied on the keyboard. Cups of hot cider 
helped keep throats moist. 



     Brother Ronald Roggenback’s sister, Marion Silvernail, died on January 12th after a prolonged illness. A funeral 
liturgy was offered in our Holy Family Community chapel on January 27th. In attendance were Marion’s two sons 
and their wives, as well as Brothers from our Community and the Provincialate. Marion was buried in the Sacramento 
National Cemetery in Dixon next to her husband. 
     On Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. we had the Vigil Mass in our own chapel.  Afterwards, we enjoyed a social during 
which Brother Kenneth, Director, presented generous gifts to each of the Brothers.  Dinner was “first class.” On 
Christmas Day, three Brothers from the Provincialate were our guests: John O’Neill, Mark Murphy, and Stan Campbell. 

     During about the first two weeks of February, heavy rains 
and strong winds caused several tall trees to topple onto the 
back of Frates Hall; one tree crashing against the window of 
Brother John Achin’s room, opening a hole that let in the 
rain. (John had to move to another room.) Heavy equipment 
was brought in that slowly lifted the trees away from the 
building. Redwood Road, our main route into town, was 
closed for about two weeks because of heavy mudslides, 
flooding, and broken road-concrete. The only way to get into 
town was by a 15-mile diversion route. While our Carmelite 
chaplain was not able to come to our Holy Family Community 
to say Mass, we had daily Communion Services. 
     Brother La Salle Bossong from Cathedral High School in 
Los Angeles came to our Holy Family Community on Febru-
ary 1st to recuperate from illness. 
     Andrew Wozniak, a 2015 graduate of Saint Mary’s College 
in Moraga, was with us the weekend of March 2nd, looking 
into the Brothers’ life and mission. 

     Two ladies of an independent research team that is studying the care of the elderly throughout the country and 
putting together a documentary film on the topic spent several days with us in early March.  They interviewed and 
filmed each of the Brothers. 
     Brother Brendan Kneale turned 98 on March 9th. He doesn’t come to dinner, so we celebrated his birthday at 
breakfast – a festive meal that led right up to a pie dessert. 
     Brother Paul Walsh, Dominic Ruegg, and La Salle Bossong have been getting together occasionally for a game 
of cards. 
     We close with sad news about one of our own.  Anibal Parrado, the husband of our certified nursing assistant, 
Virginia Rangel, died in an accident at his workplace on March 10th.  Please pray for the repose of his soul and for 
Virginia and her family. 
 
Brother Conrad Kearney, FSC 
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     Not content with just teaching meditation at Saint Mary's College based on the Jungian Archetypes and facing 
the “dark times” within one's life to get beyond the obstacles that hold people back from connecting what is deepest 
and best in the depths of the unconscious, Br. Camillus Chavez conducted meditations for the 6th and 8th grades at 
De La Salle Academy in Concord during January. In February, Br. Camillus gave beginning lessons to freshmen at 
Cathedral High School in Los Angeles, the 10th year that he has done so.  (The soccer team got special meditation 
lessons visualizing a fourth championship.)  Next came San Miguel High School in Tucson, where students and  
faculty have been adversely impacted by the Trump administration’s immigration policy.  March finds him leading a 
group which studies and does meditation based on Carolyn Myss' book, The Social Contract, continuing to prosper. 
     Years of research in medieval monastic necrologies come to life at Saint Mary’s Colleg as Br. Charles Hilkin co-
teaches a course on Benedictine History and Theology with Professor Anne Carpenter.  Br. Charles gets extra credit 
for his Cummins Institute's sponsoring of an inter-faith conversation for faculty, staff, and students in Fenlon Hall, 
which is followed by a Prayer Walk with orations by a Jewish rabbi, a Muslim imam, and a female Luthern pastor. 
These presiders then had a halel and kosher dinner with the Alemany Community. The next evening, the first Montini 
Fellowship was awarded to Bishop John Cummins, AFSC, commemorating his new book on Vatican II.  In his honor, 
Professor Mehnaz Afridi, a Muslim theologian who teaches holocaust studies at Manhattan College in New York, 
gave a lecture on Muslim-Catholic Relations Today in America. 
     A new and creative course on vocation is being taught to undergraduates by Brothers Michael Avila, Michael Meis-
ter, and Chris Patiño, Father David Gentry-Akin, and Sisters Dolores Montini (Carondalet), Lisa Laguna (Daughters 
of Charity), and Sara Pastelwaite (Verbum Dei). Results are pending. 
     Meanwhile, "back at the ranch," again in San Antonio, TX, Br. Bernard Lococo presented a workshop on 

Post-storm damage to a section of the Community residence. 



"Journal & Prayer" at the Oblate School of Theology. 
     After a two-month convalescent stay in December and January with the Holy Family Community at Mont La 
Salle, Br. Dominic Berardelli came back to work at the College. Though he planned to visit his niece in 
Southern California where she lives in a facility for the aged, Dom has had to return to MLS due to problems with 
vertigo and its side effects. He "thanks the many Brothers for their prayers and good wishes." 
     And so it goes.... 
 
Brother Brendan Madden, FSC 
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Student Artists Make Impact in Colombia 
     The Lasallian core principle of commitment to service and social justice is just part of the drive behind an exciting 
and collaborative art project. Seeing the smiles on the faces of these young Colombian school children is priceless. 
     For a second year in a row, Ms. Jacobson’s National Art Honor Society (NAHS) students have participated in the 
Memory Project, a charitable nonprofit organization that invites art teachers and their students to create portraits for 
youth around the world who have faced substantial challenges, such as neglect, abuse, violence, extreme poverty, 
and loss of parents. According to the organization they “want the portraits to help the children feel valued and im-
portant, to know that many people care about their well-being, and to act as meaningful pieces of personal history in 
the future.” The project is a win-win because it is the hope that art students see this as an opportunity to creatively 

practice kindness and global awareness. 
     The process is as follows. The artists receive photos 
of children and teens from global charities operating 
residential homes, schools, and care centers in a number 
of different countries every year. The children repre-
sented in the portraits done by Justin-Siena artists are 3 
- 5 year olds from Colombia. 
     Ms. Jacobson enjoys bringing this project to here 
class for a number of reasons. “Students enjoy mak-
ing something of personal value for the children. Be-
cause art is such a personal expression, they are giv-
ing something of themselves to these children. In turn 
the hope is that those children feel valued. Students 
are charmed by the sweet faces, but also reflect on the 
disadvantages and hardships the children may be fac-
ing. Our teenagers have the opportunity to see beyond 
their life and problems and consider these children 
who don't have a family. I think they appreciate their 
good fortune and willingly and enthusiastically reach 
out to these children to give them a precious memory 
of a portrait of themselves.  

     According to student artist Grace Haymond '17 “It was honestly one of the best things I've been a part of. Art is 
something I love and I'm passionate about, as well as giving back. To be able to connect the two and give something 
that could be so meaningful to a young child who doesn't have nearly as much as we do was such an amazing expe-
rience. I really hope to get more people to participate in the future!” 
     In return for the portraits, the student artists receive a video showing how their artwork was received. Enjoy the 
video here. 
     “It was an amazing experience because it made me realize how little acts of kindness and gifts of time can mean 
the world to someone,” shared Rahim Burdette ’18. 
     The artists involved in the Memory Project this year are: Grace Haymond ’17, Vernice Tapia ’18, Rahim       
Burdette ’18, Rebecca Reynolds ’18, Sarena Hiddleson 2018, Kennedy Heil ’18, Charlotte Spencer ’19, Bridgit 
Walsh ’18, Nicole Drawsky ’18, Meagan Steiger ’17, Sam Ayvar ’17, Jack Breen ’18, Olivia Capaiux ’19, and 
Maddie Stainer ’18. 
 
Ms. Eileen Mize 
Correspondent 

Justin-Siena students with their creations for the Memory Project. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_0EF2YtuBk&feature=youtu.be


     In February, Mrs. Mary Kelly, health care coordinator for the Brothers at Mont La Salle, came to visit us.  She 
asked each Brother of our Community about our health status and proposed a detailed plan for our personal health 
care and suggested doctors for us to contact in event of illness.  She also gave us some advice about our food, our 
work habits, and some good options for exercise, hobbies, and entertainment that could enhance our lifestyles. 
     Bro. Mark Murphy came and visited our Community.  He is still as full of energy as ever.  He worked generously 
and tirelessly for more than 10 years for our mission in South East Asia, one of the poorest areas in the world. Now, 
he is helping to direct the Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation, which assists with the retirement costs of our el-
derly Brothers and also helps our students who are in financial need. 
     Around the end of January, three of our former Brothers – Nhan Francois and hiswife, Nhon Denis and his wife, 
and Viet Paul – came to visit and prepare a dinner in our Community.  We spent the whole evening eating and talk-
ing about our best memories of the past: in Nha Trang, Da Lat, our young and also our brightest time, our dreams in 
the Juniorate, Scholasticate, and Novitiate.  We also remembered our darkest time ever after the arrival of the Com-
munists in Saigon. Some of us succeeded to escape by boat from Vietnam, but some still got stuck in our country, 
trying by any way to get out of Vietnam, either by land through Cambodia and Thailand or by boats through the 
high sea.  Some were caught and imprisoned, but some tried, like any veteran gambler, to escape again, until hope-
fully they finally succeeded. 
     In the last two weekends of February, Br. Phong Fortunat organized with his group of 100 Young Lasallian Viet-
namese a musical historical play about two dynasties, Ly and Tran, of Vietnam in the 13th century. They played 
with a set of hundred drums at the San Jose Cultural Center. The following weekend, the whole group was invited in 
Los Angeles to drum and to perform the dragon dance for both the opening ceremony and the lunch time entertain-
ment at the L.A. Religious Education Congress. Newspapers in both San Jose and Los Angeles carried front page 
stories about this artistic and grand show of 100 young performers with 100 drums. 
     Recently, the former students of Taberd invited Bro. Bosco to dinner.  We spent together talking about the good 
times in our Taberd school of 8000 students, the biggest high school in Vietnam.  Many unforgettable memories 
were relived again and again, from day-to-day-classroom events and former teachers and students to big events like 
the centenary celebration of Taberd.  There was an overnight picnic for the whole class in Mai Thon farm, where we 
pitched tents, made a bonfire, and lit fireworks at the riverbank.  We held a dance in our school’s playground with 
the girls of our sister school, Thien Phuoc.  There were “chariot” races between classes, the building of human pyra-
mids to music, and a parade.  At the end of our meal, we made a plan: since most of us are about 60 already and not 
getting any younger, it would be good to see one more often while we have the time and the health.  So, we made a 
resolution to get together every month, along with wives and children, at one of our homes.  Everybody will bring a 
pot of food that they have cooked – better home-made than store-bought! 
     Br. Cosmas had to spend two days in the hospital because he has had trouble walking.  He also goes very regular-
ly to see his acupuncturist, Dr. Chien, to fix his leg and knees. 
     Br. Phong organized a fund-raising dinner at a local restaurant to support education in schools for the poor Viet-
namese students in Cambodia and Vietnam.  They live at Ton-Le-Sap Lake, near Phnom-Penh, the capital of Cam-
bodia, where Vietnamese refugees were abandoned after the war between Vietnam and Cambodia.  Some returned 
to Vietnam in Tay Ninh, on the border between the two countries. We all wish Bro. Phong the best.  Thanks to this 
money, we can help our poor compatriot students in Vietnam and Cambodia to continue their studies and break out 
of the vicious circle, from one generation to another, of ignorance, poverty, and corrupted and addicted life.  
     Since March 1st, the Lasallian sisters invited us to say morning prayers together and attend Holy Mass with them 
in the big chapel of their school, which is about 7 minutes away from our home.  Every morning, our four Brothers 
leave early for their convent to offer our morning prayers and attend Mass with the nine Sisters and some Vietnamese 
parishioners from their neighborhood.  All of our prayers and Holy Mass are said in Vietnamese, our Mother Tongue, 
so there is no language barrier.  It is the best communication ever, from heart to heart, with no need to translate.  
 
Brother Bosco Truong, FSC 
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Announcing Our Annual Retreat and Annual Picnic 
     Our annual retreat at St. Joseph's Camp, Duncans Mills, California will be from June 20 to June 27 this year.  We 
invite all members of Les Amis des Frères and their families to join us for the weekend, for a few days, or for the 
entire week.   
     Room rates per person are the same as in 2016; there is also a daily charge for all meals and a one-time charge 
for insurance.  For details, please contact Michael Tscheekar at misha@sbceo.org.  We invite the Brothers to join us 
at the camp while we are there. 

mailto:misha@sbceo.org


     Our annual picnic for Les Amis members, their families, and friends will be at the Mont La Salle picnic grove on 
Sunday, August 20, 2017.  The day will start with Mass in the Mont La Salle main chapel at 11:00 a.m., celebrated 
by Father La Salle, OP. 
     Participants are asked to bring their own picnic lunch, to donate $10 per person or $20 per family to help cover 
De La Salle Institute fees, and to bring an item or items (such as a bottle or two of a nice wine) for the silent auction 
which supports the Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation.  We also hope to plan a tour of the Holy Family Com-
munity and the former novitiate, much like the popular tours in 2016.  As always, we will welcome all Brothers in 
residence at Mont La Salle to come up to the grove after lunch and renew old friendships. 
 
Updates from Our Group 

     March 2017:  Long-standing member Andrew Fujier (Brother Benet, FSC) died on 
March 6, 2017 at home in Santa Rosa in peace, with family around him.  He is survived by 
his wife Sharon and son Jonathon.  His robing day was August 14, 1954. 
     March 2017:  From Daniel Biner: “Pierre Marlow (Former Brother Peter) 84 years old, 
is suffering from severe untreatable back pain. His wife, Diane, is recovering from a recent 
third stroke. Pete is caring for Diane and told me he would appreciate prayers from Les 
Amis Des Freres and the Brothers.” 
      February 2017:  We welcomed Felicia Frontain, Maureen Tiffany, and Liam Stanton to 
Les Amis des Frères. 
 
Mr. Michael Tscheekar 
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Spring Renewal and Mission-Driven 
     The Mullen community celebrated the start of the         
observance of Lent on Ash Wednesday with Mass. Our    
Celebrant was Reverend Father Mario Ramirez, S.T.B.  Our 
honored guests, the Missionaries of Charity, distributed   
communion. The Mass served to remind the Mullen family of 
the importance of belief through penance and prayer in prep-
aration for the coming of Easter.    
     Mullen High School’s signature fundraising celebration, 
the Mardi Gras Gala, was an overwhelming success this year.  
The 57th annual event saw four hundred and sixty-two Mus-
tang faithful attend which, is a fifteen percent   increase in 
attendance over last year.  This year, the school recognized 
the "Blue Krewe" Denver Police Officers who, on a daily  
basis, help to provide safety and security for our Mullen  
community. Our alumni were represented in fantastic fashion, 
with Mustang graduates in attendance from present day all 

the way back to the nineteen-sixties. Craig Bowman, '65 found the 
perfect words for the evening: "Mullen hit it out of the ballpark with 
this year's Mardi Gras being the best ever! Thanks to the Mullen 
team for all that they do on behalf of all of us who love Mullen High 
School.  God bless you all!" 
     Mullen High School was awarded the Brother Michael Collins 
Award of Excellence at this year’s Lasallian Association of Secondary 
School Chief Administrators (LASSCA) Conference. Criteria for the 
award include:  commitment to students in an urban environment, 
respect and appreciation for cultural diversity, love of music and the 
arts and improving access to education for the poor. The award was 
presented to our president, Carl Unrein, our principal, Janell 
Kloosterman, and our assistant principal of formation, Joe Schuchardt, 
by Barry Lieske, AFSC, president of De La Salle High School, Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. Speaking to the LASSCA attendees on the im-
pact of  Mullen’s Lasallians Helping Lasallians program, Schuchardt 
said, “Because of the business of our lives, we don’t always see. But 
as Lasallians, we have to take the extra step and check.” 
     With spring break approaching, three student trips are on the  

Andrew Fujier 

Mullen alums at this year’s Mardi Gras fundraiser. 

(L-R) Carl Unrein, Joe Schuchardt and Janell 
Kloosterm of Mullen High School, and Barry Lieske, 

LASSCA president. 



horizon, all of which will be led by Mullen staff members.  Tim Denezza, Lindsay Hooper, and Liz Castellano will 
guide a group of Mullen students on a trip through Southeast Asia.  Mary Jo Baldwin and Sheri DeHaan will chaper-
one a Spain excursion. Finally, Elliot Gray and Kimberly Eggleston will spearhead the annual student immersion 
trip to the Blackfeet De La Salle School in Montana.  With regard to the Blackfeet trip Mr. Gray observed, “Social 
justice on behalf of the indigent American population is so important and I am grateful that our Mullen Lasallian 
community supports this important effort.”  
     From our community to yours, Mullen sends our good thoughts and prayers to our sisters and brothers     
throughout the Lasallian world. May God bless you all and may this Easter Season remind us all of the power of our 
Lord and Savior’s love and sacrifice for us all. 
 
Mr. Sean Keefe 
Correspondent       
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Community Commitments – Prayer, Vocations, Community Discussions 
     Early February provided a weekend at St. Joseph’s Camp – Russian River for us to do our “re‐CAP” in which  
we reviewed our CAP commitments and had several long discussions, including the quality of our prayer life and 
the special ways in which we, as a community, support District and DLSI operations. The discussion of the District  
document on Wellness and Preparation for Ageing was well received and insightful. We had the benefit of our   
newest community member, Brother David Sinitiere, with us for over two months and his perspective on our       
discussions was most helpful and encouraging. Br. Donald had just completed his canonical visit and we celebrated 
Br. Stanislaus’ birthday, so there were lots of reasons to appreciate our life together as a community. 
     We renewed our efforts to support, as a community, the work of the District Leadership Team by participation in 
the DLSI prayer‐luncheon days, in which one of our community members provides the prayer service; as well we 
renewed our commitment to attendance at the All Company Meetings for all persons connected with DLSI. During 
the latter, Br. Donald and others keep all Mont La Salle personnel and Brothers up to date on developments and 
events related to the District. As well, as a community, we find the District‐sponsored times of coming together as a 
District quite successful.       
     We look forward to being invited to socials and dinners by the various District groups who meet at Mont La 
Salle: the Directors’ Association, the School Board Training sessions, the District Council, individual communities 
and other groups.  In addition to our prayers during the monthly Vocation Novena from the 16‐25th, we participate 
as prayer partners and mentors to the contacts and aspirants. Br Kevin keeps us informed as a member of the        
Vocation Team – Community Coordinator of his activities and we recently had an aspirant with us for two days of 
discernment and community participation. 
     Recently, we had a Morning of Recollection to begin Lent, in which we discussed the prologue and epilogue of 
The Fragile Hope of a Witness by Brothers Michele Sauvage and Miguel Campos. We found it a most interesting 
read/discussion as well a helpful way to begin Lent. 
     On Ash Wednesday, we had a Mass and the distribution of ashes; there was a large attendance from all involved 
at Mont La Salle. During Lent, Brothers James and Kevin are providing morning prayer services every Wednesday 
open to all members of DLSI at 8:00am. Already there are numerous expressions of appreciation. 
     And we find our weekly Friday celebrations of Faith Sharing based on the upcoming Sunday Gospel as well as a 
special dinner in our upstairs community dining room, often with guests, to be especially supportive of our own   
relationships and commitments to one another. 
 
Community Guests 
     We find a major way for us to offer hospitality and support is by way of our reception and entertainment of     
visitors and guests of the community. Since January, we have had a number of such guests, including Brothers    
Patrick Moore, Steven Vasoli, James Gaffney, David Hawke, Kevin McEvoy as well as members of the District 
Council, the District Leadership Team and other friends of our community members. We look forward very much  
to welcoming soon: Brothers Dan Fenton, Dat Hoang and Tom Johnson. 
     We wish all of you the blessings and graces of the remaining days of Lent and the celebration of the mysteries   
of Holy Week and Easter. 
 
Brother Mark Murphy, FSC 
Correspondent 
 



     It is at this time of year that people in England begin to 
quote the poet William Wordsworth about his association of 
daffodils with the coming of spring after a long and rather 
cold winter. 
     We have just finished a stimulating residential graduate 
course on Christian Mysticism.  This year it had a rather 
Catholic flavour as two of the guest lecturers were from both 
an English Catholic university and  Jesuit university in the 
Mid-West of the States.  My lecture concerned the Influence 
of Neo Platonism on Christianity in the  Renaissance, and I 
used Wordsworth’s poem “Ode: Intimations of Immortality 
from Recollections of Early Childhood”  to introduce  the 
students to Platonic thought.  Fortunately, it gave me another 
opportunity to return to  Brother Walter Smith’s personal 
textbook on English literature which contains the notes  from 
which he taught us literature over a half century ago at Saint 
Mary’s College. I noted that there were eight of us Brothers 
in the class as well as the California poet Bob Hass. 

     The early spring weather makes the promise of a late Easter look inviting.  I will spend Holy Week at the Provin-
cialate  in Oxford and share the house with some of the Brothers participating in the First Chapter of the new Dis-
trict composed of Great Britain, Ireland and Malta.  Until then I will have  be contented with Wordsworth’s daffo-
dils and their promise  of a full spring and resurrection. 
 
Brother Patrick Moore, FSC 
Correspondent 

PAGE 14 

     Next on the bestowing of laurels by Saint Mary’s College is the presenting of the Montini Fellowship to           
the  Most  Rev. John S. Cummins, Emeritus Bishop of Oakland, CA.  The Fellowship will be awarded in 
conjunction with the Montini Lecture to be delivered  by Professor Mehnaz M. Afridi of Manhattan College, New 
York. 
     Bishop Cummins relates the story of his own religious vocation, his involvement in the formation of the Diocese 
of Oakland and his participation in the Second Vatican Council, in his book, Vatican II, Berkeley and Beyond.  As a 
former Catholic Chaplain to the students of Mills College, Oakland, his experience with students in a secular colle-
giate institution provided him with ecumenical and interreligious insights.  His participation in the promotion of the 
formation of the Graduate Theological Union, furthered his interest in Catholic dialogue with those with other     
religious commitments. 
     Professor Afridi, a Muslim theologian, is an instructor in Holocaust Studies at the Brothers’ Manhattan College 
in New York.  Her lecture, “The Renewal of Catholic-Muslim Relations in a Challenging Era,” will explore areas of 
understanding and need for conversation between Christianity and the vast world of Muslim belief.  This Cummins 
Institute Event  is scheduled for March 14 at 7:30 PM in the Soda Center. 
     The College Provost (Chief Academic Officer) Bethami Dobkins, Ph.D.  has announced that she will step down 
after nine years in the position as of December, 2017.  Thus, the College will be seeking a new Chief Academic Of-
ficer for 2018, without doubt with background in the Catholic Intellectual Tradition. 
     Weight Watchers awarded Brother Richard Lemberg, Ph.D., his 100 pound charm token for his loss of 100 
pounds over the last year.  Congratulations to Brother Richard, who has earned the title of executive chef, among 
others, from his confreres. 
     On March 15, the College Brothers will host former and recent recipients of the De La Salle Medal, awarded for 
their Lasallian spirit in promoting the Mission of the College.   Rev. Tom McElligott will celebrate a thanksgiving 
Mass followed by a reception and dinner with Medalists and Brothers. 
     Alumnus and Commencement Speaker for the Class of 2016, Mahershala Ali was the recipient  of a  cherished 
Gold Oscar for his Supporting Actor’s role in the Academy’s Best Film of 2017, Moonlight.  Ali has also played in 
The Hunger Games, House of Cards, and Hidden Figures. 
     Brother Raphael Patton has composed three essays on the evolution of Catholic higher education, including both 
large universities and smaller colleges, over the last several decades. 
     One could tell that uncle Christopher Brady was pleasantly pleased with the overtime accomplishments of his 
nephew, Tom, in garnering his fifth Super Bowl win. 

Sarum College in spring. 



     Crossing Jordan, an exegetical  study of the Gospel of Saint Mark, with special attention to its arithmetical      
features, is nearing completion by Brother Kenneth Cardwell.  Several readers are currently preparing critique.   
     Both of the Christian Brothers Communities for the College will be seeking new Directors for the forthcoming 
year. 
     The SMC Brothers’ Community Endowment generated over $72,000 for senior and junior students in financial 
need this past fiscal year. 
     The generous supply of rain this winter was well diverted or contained.  No damage.  Trees made destitute by the 
drought are being removed.  
     On March 16, the Saint Mary’s Gaels men’s basketball team defeated Virginia Commonwealth University 85-77 
in the first round of the NCAA Playoffs.  Unfortunately, they lost two nights later in the second round to the Univer-
sity of Arizona 69-60.  The women’s team bowed out in the first round of the NIT, losing 80-68 in overtime to   
Colorado State University. 
 
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
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     Finally, it’s Spring!  With the end of seemingly-unending win-
ter rains has come a return to work on the construction site of the 
new Saint Mary’s Student Chapel.  Huge puddles of muddy water 
have been drained and a gigantic tarp was finally removed from a 
massive mountain of excavated soil.  The creation of a base for 
the chapel foundation is quickly taking shape.  Contractors expect 
a late fall completion date. 
     The spring academic term began on March 14 following an-
other exciting and successful Enrichment Week.  Click here to 
view our Enrichment Week web pages and catalog.   Travelers 
returned from points far and near, bringing tales of great adven-
tures and deeply-moving experiences.  Brother David Caretti and 
students visited the Generalate in Rome and met Brother Robert 
Schieler, Superior General, and Brother Timothy Coldwell,   
General Councilor, RELAN.  Students participated in El Otro 
Lado in Arizona, journeying to experience life along the U.S. – 
Mexico border.  Still more students traveled to Browning,      
Montana to volunteer at the De La Salle Blackfeet School. 
 
Standouts 
     Snap Inc. CEO Evan 
Spiegel and CTO Bobby 

Murphy rang the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange in Manhat-
tan for Snap’s stock market debut on March 2.  Snapchat co-founder Mur-
phy, 28, was born in Berkeley, attended the School of the Madeleine, and is 
a 2006 graduate of Saint Mary’s High. He and Spiegel met as students at 
Stanford.  Buffalo Bills’ Outside Linebacker, Lorenzo Alexander, Class of 
2001, was named Defensive MVP at the Pro Bowl on January 29 in Orlan-
do.   
     Saint Mary’s seniors Naama Weksler and Seth Howell have been named 
2017 National Merit Scholarship Finalists. Seth and Naama are recognized 
not only for their academic achievement and high test scores but also for 
their outstanding extracurricular and volunteer activities.  Seth is Saint 
Mary’s Student Body President. 
     Saint Mary’s College Counselor, Ms. Sonia Ryan, has been elected the 
new President of the Western Association for College Admission Counsel-
ing.  WACAC was founded in 1967 for leaders in college admission coun-
seling in California and Nevada.  Ms. Ryan traveled to Washington, D.C. in 
early March for the National Legislative Conference. 
 
Giving Back 
     On February 16, twelve students and a school parent gave the precious 
gift of their hair at Saint Mary’s annual hair donation event.  Three stylists 

Students and Br. David Caretti at the Brothers’ Generalate 
in room with Superior General Br. Robert Schieler (front 
row, 2nd from left) and General Councilor Br. Timothy 

Coldwell (back row, 3rd fro left.) 

Students in an El Otro Lado memorial procession. 

http://www.saintmaryschs.org/academics/enrichment-week/list-of-the-enrichment-week-courses-2011/
http://www.saintmaryschs.org/academics/enrichment-week/list-of-the-enrichment-week-courses-2011/


from Napa again graciously volunteered to cut and style the donors’ 
hair.  The annual Lenten Season Food Drive is underway in support 
of the local county food bank.  Students recently volunteered at 
Berkeley’s Prisoners’ Literature Project and at the local Milo Foun-
dation Pet Rescue Center, as well as serving lunch to guests at the 
Saint Vincent de Paul dining room in Oakland.  Saint Mary’s annual 
Red Cross Blood Drive takes place on campus April 4. 
     Performing Arts students traveled to area Catholic grammar 
schools for performances of their annual “Teen Scenes” interactive 
short plays.  This year’s theme for discussion with the middle-school 
aged students is “Relationships.”  Students and the Tech Crew are in 
rehearsals for six performances of Disney’s “High School Musical” 
in late March and early April.  Musicians, singers, and dancers per-
formed outstanding winter concerts in February, including the new 
“Varsity Vocals” Acapella group. 
 
Club News 
     Campus clubs have been busy these past few months, baking,   
debating, corresponding, and more.  The French Club spent an after-
noon in the Brothers’ Residence kitchen learning to make crepes, and 
also sent letters of congratulations – penned in French – to students at 
Saint Adrian La Salle School, located in Villeneuve d’Ascq in the 
north of France, for their 140th anniversary.   
     Baking Club sales on campus and during school concerts have 

helped raised funds for Lasallian charities, including a dona-
tion gifted by Saint Mary’s to De La Salle High School New 
Orleans families affected by the recent tornadoes.  The gift 
was presented to the school during an Enrichment Week visit 
there.  SMCHS teacher James Mullane enjoyed a homecom-
ing of sorts as he went to college in New Orleans and taught 
in Brothers’ schools in that area for years, including De La 
Salle and also St. Paul’s School in Covington!   
     The Diversity Club celebrated “The Blues” on campus 
during Black History Month and also Chinese New Year in 
February.  The Robotics, JSA, and Debate Teams all had 
strong showings in recent local and State competitions.  
Closer to home, the Garden Club braved soggy weather and 
soil to welcome Class of ’64 alumnus and famed Bay Area 
gardening expert , Bert Bertolero, to help out in the campus 
garden in February.   
     Spring Sports are underway with Panther baseball, soft-
ball, boy’s tennis, golf and volleyball, swimming and diving, 
and track and field.   

 
Community 
     Brother David’s Enrichment Week visit to Rome with stu-
dents is just part of his travels this year, as he continues his work 
as a member of the District Vocation Team.  Brother Dan’s tech 
talents have again brought the dozens of Enrichment Week ad-
ventures to life in photo and video postings for the campus com-
munity to enjoy.  
     Brother Edmond, school President, attended the 13th annual 
conference of the Lasallian Association of Secondary School 
Chief Administrators (LASSCA) in Orlando, Florida in late Feb-
ruary. 
     Saint Mary’s wishes Easter blessings to fellow Lasallians 
throughout the SFNO District! 
 
Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman 
Correspondent 
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SMCHS participated again this year in a local hair  
donation drive. 

De La Salle HS president Michael Giambelluca (center) accepts a  Baking 

Club donation to assist DLS families  affected by recent tornadoes . 

Panther baseball players prepare for the upcoming season. 



Community 
       Reported erroneously as occurring on December 11 when it really occurred on December 18, the dulcimer concert 
deserves repeated and corrected mention.  Br. Don Mouton, who plays with the group, arranged the concert, which 
included both Appalachian dulcimers and hammered dulcimers.  The selections were both appropriate for the Christmas 
season and some traditional dulcimer music.  As audience, the Brothers were joined by friends so that some 30 or more 
folks enjoyed the music.  The concert was a notable exception to many contemporary such events in that the music 
was not overly loud, each selection had melody and harmony, and each selection had a beginning, middle, and end.  
A refreshing addition to the Christmas season!  Word has it that there will be another concert here in spring. 
       After a number of changes of diagnosis by a number of doctors, our cook, Patricia Martinez, AFSC, was finally 
told that she would have to have surgery.  Thus, after Christmas, she underwent the procedure which was notably 
successful and she recovered a week earlier than had been anticipated.  While she was away, Brothers Brian, Bill 
Hughes, George Hetzel, Joe Haras, and Mel Pelton prepared the evening meals.  While our efforts were not up to the 
same standards as Patsy’s, the Brothers remained very well fed.  However, all were delighted when Patsy returned 
on 23 January.  Prayers of thanksgiving for her recovery and continuing health are appreciated! 
       After giving a retreat in Albuquerque, Br. Joe Schmidt spent a few days with the Brothers and also managed to 
make time for a conference to the Carmelite Sisters.  He had provided such input more frequently than when he was 
on the Sangre staff, and the Sisters always ask to have him speak to them when he visits Santa Fe. 
       Our community may have become the only one of its kind on January 24 when Br. Fred Van Haaften became a 
great-grandfather.  His grandson notified him of the birth of great-granddaughter, Noelle.  Congratulations to the 
new parents, grandparents, and great-grandfather!  Br. Fred also provided another bit of unusual information when 
he found out that his grandson, Tristan, will be traveling to Croatia in connection with his job at Los Alamos        
National Lab and his pursuit of a higher degree.  When this came about, the family realized that Brother’s daughter 
and son-in-law, Tristan’s parents, had graduated from Los Alamos High School with the President of Croatia.  It’s a 
small world, especially when one has connections with a place like Los Alamos. 
       Despite having precautionary flu shots, several Brothers were victimized by the flu bug.  For most, it was not as 
bad as it could have been, but it had Brothers Arthur Carroll, Charles Miller, Brian, George, and Mel under the 
weather for the better part of a week.  Br. James “Nic” Grahmann fought it successfully longer than most but finally 
succumbed also.  In an ironic twist, Br. Joe, who volunteers at the hospital, was not infected. 
       Br. Brian received good news when a preliminary copy of his new book, Sunbeams from a Shining Life: Saint 
Augustine of Hippo arrived toward the end of February.  It is being published by Book Patch, but is not yet available 
pending final proofreading.  He has written a number of books as texts for the various courses he taught over the decades, 
but this is the first one to be commercially published.  Word on how to get copies will be provided when it is available. 
       To welcome the new Director of the St. Michael’s Foundation, Maureen Ayers, the Brothers invited her to have 
dinner with them on March 6.  She was accompanied by longtime volunteer, Lourdes Lopez, who had been serving 
in the interim to keep things under control.  She also has provided goodies for the Brothers frequently over the 
years.  Br. Brian serves as a member of the Foundation Board, so the occasion provided an opportunity for the new 
person to meet the other Brothers.  
       Bro. James received word that his sister, Sr. Sylvia Grahmann, had died.  She had been ill for quite awhile, and 
went to her reward on March 5.  Prayers for the repose of her soul and for her relatives and her congregation are appreciated. 
       The second week of March, we had a visit from Br. Jerome Cox, who includes us in his itinerary through the 
area having shows of his artworks.  Also, Br. Charles had a visit from his sisters, Janet and Kathy, who were here 
for his 75th birthday.  The visitors seem to have brought the blessing of better weather as temperatures went from 
highs in the 40’s to the 70’s with a correlative decrease in the cold, raw winds which had plagued the area for about 
a week before their arrival. 
 
Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 
 
School 
     It may not be true at all schools, but it seems many times that once you do something one way, then the next time 
it is tradition.  In the light of “tradition” from the last newsletter, here is a look at St. Michael’s High School through 
the lens of the Core Principles. 
     Faith in the Presence of God:  Opportunities to encounter God’s presence occur daily when we remember all the 
glorious gifts bestowed upon us, but there is an extra blessing when people intentionally gather together to reflect on 
God’s presence in their own lives. With Junior and Senior girls on Kairos at the end of January and the start of Lent, 
we pause and say thank you for God’s presence in our lives and we ask for his blessing upon all who answer the call 
to do his will.  In particular, we pray for St. Michael’s Alumni and current Seminarians: Robert Lopez (’16), Paul 
Chavez (’13) and Nathan Lopez (’08). 
     Concern for the Poor and Social Justice:  We had a couple repeat events from earlier this year that were once 
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again a success.  Our school’s Lasallian formation program took some faculty and staff members to the Food Depot 
to dig through tons of food separating the good from the bad (I think there is a lesson there...).  Once again, many 
students, parents, and faculty donated blood at the blood drive, this time donating 40 units of blood.  We were told 
that St. Mike’s has donated more blood than any other high school in Santa Fe for the past last three years.    

     With the start of Lent, our awareness of those in need be-
comes more of a focus as this season calls us to prepare ourselves 
through fasting, almsgiving and prayer.  This season also calls 
for us to raise our awareness of those around us and this year we, 
like other schools, are fasting from things that create obstacles to 
God’s presence (cell phones, video games, unhealthy foods, etc.) 
so that we can give generously to those in our midst and far 
away.  We ask God’s blessings upon our efforts to help St. Joseph’s 
in Eritrea, Catholic Relief Services Operation Rice Bowl, our 
neighbors in need who stand on the street corners, or our class-
mates who sit next to us. 
     Quality Education:  From 7th grade science students dissect-
ing frogs to ACT prep courses for our upperclassmen to Self De-
fense classes to performing arts to National Geography Bee com-
petitions, our students are dedicated to making the most of their 
education.  It is even better when the surrounding communities 
support education.  Recently Los Alamos National Laboratory 
visited with students interested in applying for their summer in-
ternship.  It is always a pleasure to welcome them onto our cam-

pus to promote careers in science.    
     St. Michael’s had a nice visit from the Yale Whiffenpoofs for a performance that blew us away!  Not only was it 
a treat for the student body, it was a great opportunity for our Choral Arts students to interact and learn a few things 
from them.  It must have made a positive impact because recently choir qualified for state competition with outstanding 
scores.  At state they will be joined by Band and this year is the first time that Orchestra qualified.  Good luck to them all!  
     Although there is not an opportunity for the students in guitar class to perform at state, we want to say thank you 
and great job in sharing their musical talents at the guitar concert.  It is always a night of fun to hear the improve-
ments and sweet sounds of the beginning and intermediate guitarists.   
     Finally, a big congratulations to 8th grader Titus Stringer who qualified to compete in the state level competition 
of the National Geography Bee! Good luck at the State competition, Titus! 
     Respect for all Persons:  Much respect comes with actions big and small and we were blessed with the actions of 
one student who wanted to share a bit of joy by giving each 
locker and office door a note of encouragement.  It seems extra 
special since it was truly a Random Act of Kindness.   
     In promoting respect, a big thank you goes to the student 
Campus Ministers who organized and led the 8th grade retreat 
which mainly focuses on respect of self and respect of others.   
     Much respect goes out to our athletes who put in the hours of 
practice and play to give it their all throughout the season and at 
state.  Great showings at state from Swim and Dive teams as well 
as Girls and Boys Basketball.  But an extra loud shout out goes to 
our new state champion wrestler. Congratulations to senior Jul-
ian Brittain who won the title at 220 lbs. Bringing home third 
place was both Sam Baca at 145 lbs. and Dominic Smith at 138 
lbs. Great job guys! 
     We still have to wait for State Cheer and Drill competitions, 
but the Pony Express Drill/Dance team did not wait to bring 
home some trophies as they performed at nationals in Florida finishing 2nd in Kick and 3rd in Pom - yes, 2nd and 
3rd place finishes at nationals!! Great job ladies!  
     A couple more honors of respect go out to a senior athletes Xavier Vigil and Jocelyn Fernandez.  Xavier signed 
with University of New Mexico to play football next year as a Lobo!  Jocelyn, a five-sport athlete, was named the 
High School Female Athlete of the Year by the New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame. She will be honored later in 
April.  We have so much to be proud of with the example our athletes set for others. 
     Inclusive Community:  One thing that I always appreciate about St. Michael’s is that the community continues 
even after graduation.  It was a humbling moment when the basketball team that won the State Championship 50 
years ago were honored at this year’s state tournament.  It is just a small reminder of the many years of sacrifice and 
pride that students, faculty and staff have put in over the years.  Another proud moment was when the NM Activities 
Association announced a scholarship in their honor.  Go Horsemen! 
     Speaking of being inclusive, this year’s musical performance of Aida, directed by Assistant Principal Robin Chavez, 
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SMHS Choral Arts students with the Yale Wiffenpoofs. 

One student’s way of showing respect for all persons. 



included students from the football team to Choral 
Arts.  They put their talents together to give some  
remarkable performances over the course of a two 
week production.  A special thanks goes out to the 
many who supported the performance not only with 
attendance, but the generous donations from Adobe 
Rose Theater, Santa Fe Audio Visual, Santo Nino 
Regional Catholic School, the Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Francis of Assissi and Cristo Rey Parish. 
     Finally, exciting news comes in blue tubes! Ad-

missions decisions for the Class of 2023 were mailed out. We can't wait to welcome these curious, hard-working, 
and caring kids to the St. Michael's family next year! 
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC 
Correspondent 
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     On January 4th, one-hundred-and-seventy-five seniors and teachers from a wide 
range of departments loaded  onto four buses for their trip to the Wesley Center in 
Woodsworth, Louisiana for the annual Senior Retreat.  The core of the retreat is the 
small group setting. Randomly selected and extending across various clubs, classes, 
and sports, these groups are a real smattering of the culture and diversity of Saint 
Paul’s. Teachers and faculty that have been instrumental in the seniors’ journey 
through the school and have been with them for almost all five years led the fourteen 
student groups.  Students spent time exploring their history and legacy at Saint 
Paul’s, as well as their personal lives and plans. One of the features that is intensely 
focused on this aspect is the reading of the letters each student wrote himself in 
eighth grade. The letters contain various memories and pieces of advice that recall 
the    seniors to a simpler time in their lives.  On the final day, the closing Mass pulls 
together every activity and talk of the retreat.  In a final showing of this growth and 

unity, every senior receives a wooden cross from their small group 
leader. This symbol has been a fixture of senior retreat for years 
and alumni still wear theirs proudly. 
     In February, Members of the Saint Paul's Junior class gained a 
wealth of information from alumni members of the business com-
munity at their recent Career Day. Juniors gathered in the Briggs 
Assembly Center for the morning of small group sessions to listen 
to the information and advice presented by former members of the 
student body. 
     In early March, our Air Force JROTC Academic Team com-
peted against more that 2,000 high school programs from across 
the country and were ranked in the top 3% of the nation's academ-
ic teams. They will advance to the  National JROTC Leadership & 
Academic Bowl Championship held in Washington, D.C. on the 
campus of The Catholic University of America, June 23-27, 2017. 

     It has  been 20 
years since Fiddler 
on the Roof last made its 
appearance on the St. Paul’s Campus, but beginning on March 22 in the 
Alumni Memorial Theatre, the musical will once again play into the 
hearts of the community.  The cast and crew of the show hope that 
the audience also understands the message and valuable lessons this 
musical can teach.  “Tradition is something that provides hope even in 
the roughest of times,” Isaac Hebert, who plays the role of Tevye, said. 
“Tevye goes through a lot with his family, but it’s because of his tradi-
tion, faith in God, and trust in God that he is able to get through it all. 
It’s all about that trust in God.” 
 
Ms. Karen Hebert 
Correspondent 

Alumni presenters at the school’s annual Career Day. 

Isaac Hebert plays Tevye and Margaret Baglow plays 
Golde in St. Paul’s production of Fiddler on the Roof. 



Formation for Mission 

Lasallian Catholic Assessment Process | De Marillac Academy 
 
     De Marillac Academy participated in the Dis-
trict’s Lasallian Catholic Assessment Process 
(LCAP) January 11-13 at the school.  DMA faculty, 
staff, parents, and students completed a series of 
surveys, focus groups, and data reviews designed 
to address the question, “How does the Lasallian 
Catholic spirit and mission permeate all aspects of 
school culture and create a distinctive school iden-
tity now and into the future?”   
     A visiting team of District members then spent 
two-and-a-half days interviewing school communi-

ty members, observing school operations, and accompanying the faculty and staff 
through a school leadership reflection and planning workshop.  Team members were 
John Roberto (team chair), Carrie Davis (Saint Mary’s College), Bob Carrejo (De La 
Salle Institute), John Hoover (Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory), and Michael Prat 
(Christian Brothers School). 
     All SFNO schools regularly participate in LCAP on a multi-year cycle.  2016-17 
schools Mullen High School (October 26-28), De Marillac Academy, and Saint 
Mary’s College High School (March 29-31). 
  

Boards of Trustees Training | Mont La Salle 
 
     A group of District school’s boards of trustees candidates gathered on January 22-
24 at Mont La Salle for Board Governance Training.  The main facilitator was Janet 
Ruggiero, District Board Formation Director.  She was assisted by several members 
of the District Office of Education. 
     The purpose of the board training program is to introduce prospective board trustees 
to the purpose and function of District school boards.  The training includes Lasallian 
formation, Policy Governance ©, board structure and responsibilities, and other areas 
related to District school governance.  Prospective trustees must complete board training 
in order to be eligible to serve on a board. 
     This was the third of four board trainings conducted this year.  The fourth will be 
on April 30-May 2 at Mont La Salle. 
 

Advancement & Development Directors Workshop | Mont La Salle 
 
     The District Office of Education held a work-
shop for District schools advancement & develop-
ment directors on February 21-23 at Mont La Salle.  
The main facilitator was Michael Daniels, Office of 
Education-Mont La Salle Director.  He was assisted 
by the Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation and 
several of the workshop participants. 
     The goal of the workshop was to provide ad-
vancement and development directors with infor-
mation, training, and networking opportunities to 
support them in their roles in their respective 
schools.  Topic areas included the Lasallian mission, working with school leadership, 
fundraising strategies, donor engagement and cultivation, building a culture of philan-
thropy, and a variety of breakout discussions. 
     This workshop is one of a number of “job-alike” gatherings provided to District 
schools by or through the District Office of Education.  Most of these are offered bi-
annually either at Mont La Salle or St. Joseph’s Camp.    
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Bay Area 
Lasallian 
Symposium 

     On January 27, 2017, 
the inaugural Bay Area 
Lasallian Symposium took 
place at Saint Mary’s College 
on January 27.  440 Lasallians 
from eight SFNO schools 
gathered for a day of pro-
fessional development and 
Lasallian formation. 
     The participating 
schools included: Christian 
Brothers High School, De 
Marillac Academy, De La 
Salle Academy, De La 
Salle High School, Justin-
Siena High School, Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Preparatory, 
Saint Mary’s College High 
School, and host Saint 
Mary’s College. 
     The Symposium was 
the brainchild of a group of 
graduates of the Brother 
John Johnston Institute of 
Contemporary Lasallian 
Practice.  Conceived as their 
Johnston Institute capstone 
project, the Symposium 
involved three years of 
dialogue and a year of 
planning by the graduates, 
who formed the Symposium’s 
Planning Committee.  
     The Symposium featured 
keynote and general pre-
senters, 30 Learning Lab 
breakout sessions, best practices 
sharing, and time for prayer, 
liturgy, and socializing. 
     There also is now a Bay 
Area Lasallian Symposium 
website for communication 
and resource sharing.  

OFFICE OF EDUCATION UPDATE 

http://berkese.wixsite.com/symposium
http://berkese.wixsite.com/symposium
http://berkese.wixsite.com/symposium


       Beginning in January, 2017, the San Francisco New Orleans District’s Office of Vocation Ministry conducted three 
Called & Chosen Lasallian Vocation Retreats for young women and men.  Approximately 60 students from a number of 
SFNO District high schools attended.  The first of two young men’s retreats took place January 14-16 at St. Joseph’s Camp in 
Duncans Mills, California.  Both the second young men’s retreat and a young women’s retreat were held February 18-20 in 
Loranger, Louisiana and at St. Joseph’s Camp respectively. 
       Designed specifically for female and male high school students in the District, one of the main areas of focus for the re-
treats is to raise the participants’ awareness of their vocation – their calling from God.  Throughout the course of the retreats, 

participants were invited to reflect on different definitions of vocation 
while also beginning to discern what their own vocational calling might 
be.  This was facilitated through prayer, reflection, discussion, and hearing 
the vocational stories and experiences of a variety of speakers. 
       In reflecting on his retreat experience, one participant shared that he 
learned that vocation is a lifetime of decision making and work instead of 
a “one and done” occurrence.  Another participant shared that she found 
comfort in knowing that there are different paths that can lead to happi-
ness, satisfaction and contentment.  A third participant’s thoughts encap-
sulated the message at the heart of the Gospels and a central component of 
the retreat: “Everyone’s vocation is to love, regardless of one’s calling.” 
       In addition to prayerfully considering their individual vocation call-
ings, students had an opportunity to experience the Lasallian educational 
mission beyond their school walls.  In the retreat presenters and facilita-
tors, they experienced firsthand the lived vocations of Brothers and of 
Lasallian partners that work alongside them in the mission across the District. 
       At the conclusion of the three retreats, staff member Kenenna Amuzie 
reflected, “It was a great privilege to lead and accompany students on their 
retreat journey.  The openness with which they entered into this experi-
ence, along with their openness to one another, created a rich atmosphere 
at each of the three retreats.  This atmosphere encouraged the building of 

strong bonds that allowed for impactful experiences of faith and community as the retreatants discerned how God may be 
calling them to be of service in the world.” 

Called & Chosen Retreats 

     The San Francisco New Orleans District Office of Vocation Ministry has announced its spring 2017 webinar series, “Faith, 
Young People Today, and Vocation.”  Designed to provide Lasallian school vocation coordinators with professional formation 
in the area of vocation ministry, the series will include three separate presentations.  Get registration information here. 
 

 
 Engaging the World of Generation Z  
 Dr. Charlotte McCorquodale, Ministry Training Source 
 Thursday, April 20, 2017 @ 5:30pm PST / 6:30pm MST / 7:30pm CST 
 
 
 

               Accompanying Youth and Young Adults Toward Their Vocation 
     Paul Jarzembowski, USCCB Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
     Tuesday, May 2, 2017 @ 5:30pm PST / 6:30pm MST / 7:30pm CST 
 
 

  
 Missionary Discipleship: A Lasallian Response 
 Kenenna Amuzie, De La Salle Institute and Stan Cordero, Justin-Siena High School 
 Tuesday, May 9, 2017 @ 5:30pm PST / 6:30pm MST / 7:30pm CST 
 
 The webinar series is free of change.  Each session in the series will be limited to 25 participants. 
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VOCATION MINISTRY 

http://www.delasalle.org/2017/03/vocation-ministry-office-announces-spring-webinar-series/
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LASSCA 2017     
Examines Our 
Changing World 

 
 
 
 
 
     The Lasallian Association 
of Secondary School Chief 
Administrators (LASSCA) 
held its 13th annual confer-
ence February 26 – March 
1, 2017, at the Rosen Plaza 
in Orlando, Florida. Principals, 
presidents, board members, 
District and Regional lead-
ers and others gathered to 
discuss topics related to this 
year’s theme: Lasallian 
Leadership in a Rapidly 
Changing Culture. 
     As in years past, the 
conference included keynote 
addresses, breakout sessions, 
plenty of time for discussion, 
Mass and prayer, District 
and group dinners, and the 
presentation of the Brother 
Michael Collins Award of 
Excellence.  was presented 
to the “Lasallians Helping 
Lasallians” program at 
Mullen High School, Denver, 
Colorado, District of San 
Francisco New Orleans.  
     Keynote speakers and 
their topics were: Sister Mary 
Angela Shaughnessy, SCN, 
J.D., Ph.D., Thorny Legal 
Issues in Catholic Education 
and How to Address Them; 
Marcia Chatelain, Ph.D., 
Leading Our Catholic 
Schools Toward Racial 
Justice” Overcoming Our 
Fears, Using Our Values; 
Ann M. Garrido, D.Min., 
Honoring the Person While 
Facing the Challenge: Tips 
for Talking in Times of 
Change; and Brother Robert 
Schieler, FSC, Superior 
General of the Institute of 
the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools (via webcast),  
Reflections and Ruminations. 

DISTRICT VISTAS 

     Brother Donald Johanson has announced the creation of a 
new administrative office, the District Office of Lasallian Evan-
gelization and Catechesis.  He also announced the appointment 
of Charles Legendre, AFSC, as its Director, effective July 1, 
2017. 
     In addition, the position of Director of Office of Education – 
Covington (LA), which Legendre currently holds, will be restructured 
into the Director of Leadership Formation.  A search for candidates 
for the position is underway. 
     Br. Donald cited as key factors in his decision both the calls of the 
45th General Chapter and the priorities that emerged in the SFNO 
Mission Assembly and were endorsed by the SFNO District 
Chapter.  He stated, “I view both the creation of the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis and the addition of a District Leadership team member in 
Covington as vital steps necessary to strengthen and sustain our Lasallian Catholic edu-
cational mission into the future.” 
     Legendre’s responsibilities will include coordinating the Lasallian Catholic Assessment 
Process (LCAP), supporting SFNO school communities in their faith formation efforts, 
and developing an evaluative process for religious studies and campus ministry programs.  He will 
continue to serve as a District Leadership Team member; a Trustee of the Louisiana Lasallian 
Education Corporation (LLEC); a liaison with dioceses with issues concerning Lasallian 
Catholic identity; and a District representative on the Regional Lasallian Education Council. 
     Regarding his appointment and the importance of the new position, Legendre said, 
“The Brothers’ Rule asserts that our educational ministry is an ‘integral part of the 
Church’s work of evangelization’, and catechesis is the Brothers ‘principal function.’  I 
am humbled to have the opportunity to support our schools’ crucial work of creating 
evangelizing and catechizing school communities, especially in today’s changing land-
scape of faith formation among young people.”

     The first District Chapter of the San 
Francisco New Orleans District concluded 
on December 30, 2016 at Mont La Salle. 
     Owing to a unique structure, the Chapter 
actually began on December 28, 2015.  It ad-
journed on December 30, allowing for the 
District’s first Mission Assembly to be held 
June 20-23, 2016.  The Chapter then reconvened 
this past December 28 to complete its work. 
     The Chapter was made up of elected and/or 
appointed SFNO Brother Delegates.  As the 
canonically approved legislative body of the 

District, the Chapter was charged with evaluating and guiding “all aspects of the life of 
the District.” (Rule, 137).  Its produced a body of directives and programs to animate and 
guide the District until the next Chapter.        
     At the Chapter, the Brother Delegates addressed tasks and issues related to the life of 
the Brothers, the life of the works of the District, and the life of the Mission.  Propositions 
from the Chapter’s standing committees and from the acts of the 2016 District Mission 
Assembly were the focus of the Chapter’s deliberations and voting.  The approved prop-
ositions and statements of the Chapter were forwarded to the General Council in Rome and 
will become official and will be published when Brother Donald is notified of their approval. 

Charles Legendre, AFSC 

The Brother Delegates of District Chapter I. 



 Dennis Gallagher, brother of Brother Ronald Gallagher, FSC, December 25, 2016, Edgewood, New Mexico. 
  
  Marion Joan Silvernail, sister of Brother Ronald Roggenback, FSC, January 12, 2017, Dixon, California. 
 
 Orlando Santiago Vigil, former Brother, January 20, 2017, Covington, Louisiana. 
 
 Sr. Sylvia Grahmann, I.W.B.S., sister of Brother James Grahmann, FSC, March 5, 2017, Victoria, TX 
  
 Andrew Fujier, former Brother, March 8, 2017, Santa Rosa, California. 
 
 Anibal Parrado, husband of Holy Family Community nursing assistant Virginia Rangel, March 10, Napa, California. 

Requiescat in Pace  
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PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

March | Support for Persecuted Christians 
That persecuted Christians may be supported by the prayers and material help of the whole Church. 

 
April | Young People 

That young people may respond generously to their vocations and seriously consider offering themselves to God 
in the priesthood or consecrated life. 

 
May | Christians in Africa 

That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus, may give prophetic witness to 
reconciliation, justice, and peace. 

 
June | National Leaders 

That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to ending the arms trade, which victimizes so many innocent people. 
 

July | Lapsed Christians 
That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness to the Gospel, 

may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the Christian life. 
 

August | Artists 
That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of creation. 

 
September | Parishes 

That our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated and charity is seen. 
 

October | Workers and the Unemployed 
That all workers may receive respect and protection of their rights, and that the unemployed may receive  

the opportunity to contribute to the common good. 
 

November | Christians in Asia 
That Christians in Asia, bearing witness to the Gospel in word and deed, may promote dialogue, peace, 

and mutual understanding, especially with those of other religions. 
 

December | The Elderly 
That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their wisdom and experience 

to spreading the faith and forming the new generations. 

Papal Intentions 2017 

District Prayer Requests 
For Mary Hesser, former Principal at Christian Brothers High School in Sacramento. Mary was initially diagnosed 
in November 2015 with leukemia which was in remission but has returned.  
 
For Mimi MacCaul, AFSC, whose health has declined after an episode of seizures.  
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SFNO educators 
pause between 
sessions at the 
Bay Area Lasallian 
Symposium at 
Saint Mary’s 
College. 
 
(Photo courtesy 
Br. Lawrence 
Haley, FSC.) 

PARTING SHOTS 

SFNO presidents and principals with District leadership 
team members at the LASSCA Conference in Orlando, FL. 

Br. Donald    
Johanson, Visitor, 
speaks to the 
DLSI staff at a 
monthly all-
company meeting 
at Mont La Salle. 

SFNO Brothers 
gathered at St. 
Paul’s School in 
Covington, LA 
for a District Day  
on March 11.  
Two more Days, 
one at Mont La 
Salle and one in 
Santa Fe, are 
scheduled. 
 
(Photo courtesy 
Br. Chris Patiño, 
FSC.) 

The SFNO Office of Education staff at a recent monthly 
meeting at  Mont La Salle. 

De Marillac Academy faculty and staff members in 
discussion at their LCAP  workshop day. 

Photos by SFNO Office of Communications unless otherwise attributed. 


