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The Sights and Sounds of Mission 
 
       As the 2015-2016 calendar draws to a close, our District family again finds 

itself caught up in the rush of activity that is the end of the year.  And while 

these days are filled with plenty of surprise and excitement, for many of us 

there also is a familiar and comfortable thread that runs through them.  As 

“school people”, we are accustomed to the parade of accolades, of celebra-

tions, of thank yous, of goodbyes.  We are well aware of what these things are 

and what they mean.  They are the sights and sounds of mission.   

       The Lasallian mission has a way of surrounding us.  The people and 

places that it touches together become a kind of universe, both predictable 

and unpredictable as it reveals itself from every direction.  There is much to 

take in, much that fills us with inspiration, humility and, ultimately, grati-

tude.  Among the sights and sounds of mission featured in this issue: 
 
 Middle school students in Concord who are supposed to be too young to 

appreciate the social significance of what is being done in their school.  

They are not, and they do. 

 Two educators in Oregon whose retirement reflections reveal the        

unexpected impact that the Lasallian tradition had on the careers that 

they thought they were going to have. 

 So many Lasallians graduating from so many schools, whose strikingly 

diverse backgrounds and experiences are matched only by strikingly  

similar spirits and ideals. 

 16 young men who made their way to Mont La Salle to contemplate the 

possibilities for their tomorrows and were led to know the power of their todays.   

 A gathering of servant leaders that was asked to reach beyond boundaries 

and envision a District prepared and committed to doing the same.  
 
       It is somewhat ironic that we Lasallians can become so accustomed to 

the richness of our mission that we lose our sense of awe for what caring and 

cared-for people can achieve together.  This is not about trumpeting achieve-

ments, but rather about acknowledging gift.  Hopefully, the stories presented 

here will serve to remind us that what we have been given is a miraculous 

place in the Lord’s fields.  The miracle is not only in the things that happen 

here, but also that we all have been invited to take part.   

       We have been blessed with the sights and sounds of mission. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

LASALLIAN YOUTH 
ASSEMBLY 
June 26-July 1, 2016 
UTEP, El Paso, TX 
 
BUTTIMER INSTITUTE 
FOR LASALLIAN STUDIES 
June 26-July 8, 2016 
St. Mary’s College of   
Califorrnia, Moraga 
 
LASALLIAN SOCIAL 
JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
July 17-22, 2016 
Minneapolis, MN  
 
LASALLIAN STUDENT 
LEADERS 
July 17-22, 2016 
St. Mary’s College of   
Califorrnia, Moraga 
 
BOARD GOVERNANCE  
TRAINING 
August 28-30, 2016 
Mont La Salle, Napa, CA 
 
LEC/LLEC/DLT MEETINGS 
September 1-2, 2016 
Mont La Salle, Napa, CA 
 

 

Being bald isn’t so bad.  But it does get a little loud when it rains. 
 
Apparently the requirement for being an expert in raising children is not having any. 
 
I always cook with wine.  Sometimes I even add it to the food. 
 
I’ve had back luck with two pet cats.  The first one ran away and the second one won’t. 
 
Peculiarity doesn’t run in my family.  It gallops. 
 
One nice thing about egomaniacs is that you never hear them talking about you. 
 
Grandma is 90 and doesn’t need glasses yet.  Still drinks straight out of the bottle. 
 
My daughter wanted a Cinderella party for her birthday, so I invited all of her friends 
over and made them clean my house. 
 
I don’t find it hard to meet expenses.  They’re everywhere I look. 
 
Overachievers are people who bend over to tie their shoes, then wonder what else 
they can get done as long as they’re down there. 
 
It’s been so hot lately.  Today I saw two trees fighting over a dog. 
 
It’s ironic that you get a watch when you retire and won’t need to worry about what 
time it is anymore.  
 
Dear Diamond, We both know who is really a girl’s best friend. Sincerely, Chocolate. 
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Blessed Brother Solomon Leclercq, FSC, will be canonized on October 16. Brother 
Solomon was martyred on September 2, 1792, during the French revolution. 
 
The Generalate has published Superior General Brother Robert Schieler’s address 
to the gathering of Brother Visitors in Rome May 30-June 8.
 
The spring, 2016 issue of De La Salle Today is available to view or to download 
from Christian Brothers Conference. 
 
Readings and resources for the 2015-16 Lasallian Reflection, “A Gospel Adventure: 
Confronting New Poverties and the Culture of Commodification”, are available 
from Christian Brothers Conference. 
 
Copies of the new Lasallian Liturgies and of the 2016-17 Lasallian Pocket Calendar 
are available for purchase from Christian Brothers Conference. 
 
The Service of Lasallian Research and Resources has released a reproduction of the 
original vows formula signed by St. John Baptist de La Salle and 12 Brothers on June 
6, 1694.  The reproduction also includes the minutes of the June 7 election of De La 
Salle as Superior of the Brothers. 

 

https://www.lasallian.info/2016/06/blessed-brother-solomon-leclercq-fsc-to-be-canonized-october-16/
http://www.delasalle.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Visitors-opening-address-Br.pdf
http://www.delasalle.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Visitors-opening-address-Br.pdf
http://www.lasallian.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/De-La-Salle-Magazine-Spring-2016-for-SITE.pdf
https://www.lasallian.info/resources/a-gospel-adventure/
https://www.lasallian.info/resources/a-gospel-adventure/
http://lasallianstore.com/order/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2016/05/generalate-booklet-of-vows-1694/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2016/05/generalate-booklet-of-vows-1694/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2016/05/generalate-booklet-of-vows-1694/


Farewell, Brother President 
     In late May, Archbishop Rummel High School celebrated the many years 
Brother Gale Condit, FSC, has served as president of the Metairie, LA, 
school.  Parents, teachers, alumni, Brothers, and friends converged on the 
Raider Room to celebrate, to congratulate, and to say farewell to the school’s 
president.  He first came to Archbishop Rummel in 1965 and has spent 18 
years in numerous positions, including teacher, counselor, advancement   
director, and president.  His future plans are to work for the San Francisco 
New Orleans District of the Christian Brothers as development director for 
the Lasallian Christian Brothers Foundation. Farewell and job well done, 
Brother Gale Condit, FSC. 
 
Alumni Chemistry Presentation 
     During the fourth quarter, three LSU chemistry students returned to their 
alma mater to teach a chemistry lesson.  All from the class of 2015, they 
joined Charlene Wetzel’s 8th grade Integrated Science classes to show 
chemical reactions between acids and bases.  The Raider students learned 
about acids and bases in daily life by watching a cork burst out of a bottle of 
sodium bicarbonate (baking soda) and acetic acid (vinegar), how their voice 
filled with CO2 could change the color of a solution, how to change a base to 

an acid, and how acid, like in the soft drinks, can dissolve metal. 
 
Raider Ambassadors and Raider Jazz Band -- Service Weekend 
       The Raider Ambassadors continued their service projects for St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Auction and Gala at   
Chateau Country Club.  The club was again back to work on Sunday afternoon for the Catholic Charities Access 
Pregnancy Jazz Brunch fundraiser at the Audubon Tea Room. The Raiders were on double service duty on Sunday 
as the Raider Jazz Band was the entertainment for the jazz brunch.  The band played before the presentations and during 
the food service.  As always, the crowd was very pleased with the entertainment and gave the band many ovations.  
 
Senior Crawfish Boil 
       To celebrate the class of 2016, the school hosted a senior 
crawfish boil after the Senior Day presentations and the alumni 
association served a more formal lunch in the Raider Room 
after graduation practice.  As traditional, well-fed New      
Orleanians, the Class of 2016 enjoyed servings of crawfish, 
potatoes, corn, and sausage from Deanie's Seafood.  A few 
days later, they had a catered dinner and mingled with alumni 
who spoke with them about life’s challenges after high school.  
 
Graduation 2016 
       The class of 2016 walked across the stage on May 17 at 
the Pontchartrain Center, celebrating their careers as Raider 
students.  The evening began with a Mass celebrated by Fr. 
Kurt Young '05, chaplain, and Salutatorian, Nicholas Neal, 
delivered the welcome address to the capacity crowd.  The  
diplomas were distributed by Marc Milano '90, principal, and 
the Valedictorian, Christian Hyde, delivered his address to the 
students.  During the ceremony, Brother Gale Condit, FSC, 
congratulated each new graduate as he walked across the stage.  The ceremony ended with the traditional hat toss on 
the Lake Pontchartrain levee.  
 
End of the Year Mass 
          The traditional end-of-year Mass was held in the Raider Gym in early May.  Fr. Kurt Young '05, chaplain,   
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Brother Gale Condit, FSC. 

Archbishop Rummel seniors enjoying their traditional crawfish boil. 



celebrated the Mass that also included many special events and presentations.  Before Mass, the class of 2017 was 
commissioned as next year’s seniors as they made the traditional move to the chairs on the floor for Mass.  The 
Mass began with the May Crowning of Mary, followed by the 
commissioning of the new Eucharistic Ministers for 2016-
2017.  After Mass, the faculty years of service presentation 
took place, honoring long-time faculty members.   
 
Engineering Rockets 
       Students in Joseph Burckel's engineering classes recently 
constructed rockets made from pipe insulating foam, and used 
them to investigate the trajectory relationship between launch 
angle and range in a controlled environment.  The students  
tested their rockets on a grassy area of campus and carefully 
measured their results. This small group project is one of many 
in the Pre-Professional Program engineering classes.   
 
Beast Feast 
       The annual Alumni Association-sponsored Beast Feast  
occurs in the spring and attracts huge crowds of hungry alums 
and friends to the Archbishop Rummel Band Field.  From    
nutria tacos and wild boar to charbroiled oysters and grilled 
redfish, the Beast Feast satisfied everyone’s sense of adventure in dining.  Alumni renewed acquaintances and 
talked about their good years at Archbishop Rummel, while various raffles, door prizes, and sales competed with the 
table delicacies for everyone’s attention. 
 
Mr. Joseph Serio 
Correspondent 
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       The 2015-2016 school year wrapped up at the end of 
May. The Graduation Mass and Ceremony couldn’t have 
gone as smoothly as they did without the efforts of Ms. Sheila 
Garcia, second year Lasallian Volunteer, and Br. José Nicolás 
“Nick” González, school president.  
       After graduation, the two Lasallian Volunteers, Ms. Shei-
la Garcia and Ms. Rebecca “Becca” Hulick, attended their 
debriefing retreat in Plano, Illinois. The retreat was filled with 
much needed relaxation and reflection. While on retreat, our 
volunteers had the pleasure to meet our newest Cathedral 
High community member, Br. Javier Hansen, who has been 
assigned to the school beginning this fall. We look forward to 
welcoming Br. Javi to the El Paso community.  
       In other community news, Br. Mariano Lopez will be in 
the process of transitioning into the role of Community Direc-
tor. He is eager to begin his new position in the community. 
Cathedral thanked Br. Alphonse LeBlanc for his time at the 
high school at a school celebration. Br. Al will now enjoy his 
much deserved time off. Becca will continue into her second 
year at Cathedral and will head our first Writing Center for 

the upcoming school year. She and Br. Nick will also help host the upcoming Lasallian Youth Assembly in El Paso 
during the last week of June.   
       Also at the end of June, Br. James Grahmann will be moving to the St. Michael’s High School Community in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. The El Paso Community will miss him dearly. Sheila will also be leaving El Paso to start 
her new job in Boca Raton, Florida as the Director of Campus Ministry at St. John Paul II High School. We wish her 
the best of luck! 
 
Becca Hulick, Lasallian Volunteer 
Correspondent 

Students try out an experiment as part of their engineering class. 

The 2015-16 Cathedral High School Community. 



Tijuana: Window of México 
 
April, 2016 
       The community from Hermosillo spent Easter Week with us touring Sea Word, Balboa Park and the wine-
growing region, Valle de Guadalupe.  Various members of the community joined them for some their excursions. 
On April 4 we began the enrollment process for the Spring-Summer period of classes. In spite of intermittent rain, 
about 1800 students enrolled.    Brother Gabriel Alba, Visitor of North-México spent a few days with us.  We visited 
an interesting exposition in the Tijuana Cultural Center: The Sounds of Tijuana 1929-1970. Tijuana, since the famed 
Agua Caliente Casino in the 1920s and 30s jazz, swing and big band movement through the Rock and Roll era of 
the 1960s and 70s, has been a city of composers, musicians and bands.  
       The District of Central America-Panamá announced the publication El Rostro Maya del Carisma Lasallista: 
Testimonios de egresados del Instituto Indígena, Santiago (Guatemala 1970-1990)  [The Maya Face of the Lasallian 
Charism: Testimonies of former pupils of the Instituto Indigena, Santiago (Guatemala 1970-1990)], by Guatemalan 
Brother Francisco Efraín Dionisio Pérez, is an oral history that recounts the apostolic work carried out by the Broth-
ers in Guatemala during the tumultuous period of 1970 - 1990.  I had the privilege of working in this teadcher-
training school for three years while serving the District of Central America from 1990-1996.  
       We held our third faculty meeting of the year.  One of our students who is a psychologist gave a talk on how to 
treat difficult students.  Many of our adult students come with a variety of personal and family problems.   These 
problems can cause conflicts during classes.  The conference offered practical ways of dealing with students when 
conflicts arise. 
 
The Boarder is Born 
       Tijuana was born as a consequence of the USA-México War and the signing of the Guadalupe-Hidalgo Treaty 
in 1848.  A joint commission of both nations se the boundary line on October 10, 1849; Pedro García Conde was the 
Mexican commissioner and the surveyor was José Salazar Ilarregui.  Article 5 of the Guadalupe-Hidalgo Treaty es-
tablished that the boundary between California and Baja California should be set one marine league due south of the 
Port of San Diego, and not one marine due south of the San Diego Bay, which was how it was done.  It is said that 
the Mexican government envoys arrived late, after the U.S. technicians had already installed the boundary markers. 
Tijuana, as often thought, is not the northernmost city of México:  geographically, it is Los Algodones, a town in the 
Mexicali Valley.    
 
May 2016 
       We began the month celebrating the birthday of our community cook.  We joined her for Sunday Mass and 
lunch in Playas de Tijuana.  We then spent a wonderful afternoon drinking coffee at a sea-side cafe.  Warm sun, a 
cool breeze and the Pacific Ocean made me thankful to live in Tijuana.   
       The 5th of May was a holiday in honor of the Battle of Puebla.  The French army was defeated in 1862 near 
Puebla.  While this victory did not end the French intervention in Mexico, it slowed down their march towards Mex-
ico City and was a great moral boost the Mexican forces.   
       We celebrated the Feast of Saint John Baptist de La Salle on the eve of Pentecost with Mass and then cena in 
the school courtyard.  Each teacher received a Lasallian wood-carved cross along with years of service recognitions.   
On Sunday, our Lasallian Volunteers and I went to the annual Tijuana Book Fair held at the Tijuana Cultural Center. 
Shakespeare, Cervantes and Sor Juana were the featured trinity for their contribution to world literature.   
       On May 21 we celebrated the 35th anniversary of our educational center with a Mass and pot-lunch lunch with 
our teachers and students.  In anticipation of Trinity Sunday we renewed our vows during the mass.  The celebrant 
was a priest from a local parish who is also a student and teacher at our center.  
       Tijuana is in the middle of city elections for Municipal President and district representatives.  There is a strong 
impulse for independent candidates not affiliated with political parties.  A Municipal President would be the equiva-
lent to a City Mayor which would include all of the areas of a county.    
       Somehow, the Tijuana-San Diego Metro area has not got the word that summer is about to begin.  For most of 
May, including the Memorial Day Weekend, we experienced overcast skies with intermittent sun.  Brother Juan Ig-
nacio participated in the end-of-the-year Directors’ Meeting.  Shortly after, our two Lasallian Volunteers left to join 
him in Saltillo for the annual Lasallian Volunteers’ Retreat.  The Lasallian Volunteer Program is a District of North-
Mexico program.  
       For those of you familiar with Tijuana, city public transportation is chaotic.  A new metro-bus system is in con-
struction.  The two major streets parallel to our educational center have been resurfaced with hydraulic cement and 
metro stops have been constructed on both sides of our alley. This new metro system will allow for faster trips from 
longer distances.   
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June 2016 
       Tijuana is in the middle of a humanitarian crisis.  Immigrants from many parts of the world are arriving here 
with hopes of receiving political refugee status in the United States.  We delivered clothes to the Casa Madre Asun-
ta, a women´s shelter form immigrant women and children.  Five percent of Tijuana’s population, 82, 233 were born 
in other countries.  The various immigrant and family shelters in Tijuana are filled to the max with many camping in 
parks and near the San Ysidro port of entry. Before Super Tuesday all of the Presidential candidates visited the San 
Diego area.  Bernie Sanders was the only one to actually visit the San Ysidro boarder entry.       
       Juan Ignacio went to Ciudad Obregón to the Final Vow Ceremony of Brother Jorge Felix.  As I put the final 
touches on this last newsletter of the academic year, we are awaiting the arrival of a new community member, 
Brother Francisco (Pancho) Hernández.  We continue our academic activities until the July 2nd.                                           
 
Have a good summer! 
 
Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent 
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       It was a very busy May as the Christian Brothers 
School year came to a close, highlighted by the 7th 
grade graduation and the 5th and 6th grade awards night. 
       Christian Brothers School graduated 115 seventh 
graders in ceremonies that filled the CBS Cultural 
Center on May 24. In addition to students receiving 
diplomas and awards, 12 students were honored as 
being in the top three in each homeroom, and three 
other students received the school's top awards. 
       At the school’s end-of-the-year Activities        
Banquet, numerous students each received a Falcon 
Spirit jacket.  Students earn the jacket by participating 
in various extracurricular activities. 
       Earlier this May, the Christian Brothers School 
Falcon Band gave its Spring Concert in the Cultural 

Center.  At the end, band director Michael Orkus presented end-of-the-year awards.  Several seventh graders formed 
a comedy troupe to perform a one-act comedy, "Late Night with Jimmy Falcon" during the Spring concert and then 
repeated for the student body during Founder's Day activities. 
       Fifth graders enjoyed the annual "Good Marks" auctions in their homerooms on the last day of school. Students 
earned Good Marks throughout their fifth grade year and used them to purchase auction books, games, toys and  
other "gently used" items. 
       GiveNOLADay on May 3 produced 53 donors who contributed $6,385.00, an increase of 40 per cent above 
what we received in 2015.  These funds will be dedicated to upgrades needed at the St. Anthony campus, which will 
become part of Christian Brothers School this coming school 
year. We anticipate adding security fencing, playground 
equipment, technological upgrades and other improvements to 
ready the campus for the new school year. 
       In sports, the CBS Falcon Tennis team took first place in 
the New Orleans Athletic League championships.  Not to be 
outdone, the Falcon 7th grade baseball team brought home the 
championship trophy of the New Orleans Athletic League. 
       Finally, mission collections for the school year topped 
$21,500.  Homeroom 7C led the way, raising over $8,186.  
Collections for the missions provides support for Lasallians in 
the Lwanga District of Africa, which includes the countries of 
Kenya, Nigeria, Eritrea, Ethiopia and South Africa. Christian 
Brothers School is "twinned" with Bisrate Gabriel School in 
Dire Dawa, Ethiopa. 
 
Mr. Rick Reso 
Correspondent 

The top students from each homeroom receiving recognition.  

The Falcon Band performs for the student body. 



       As we reach the end of our second year as at De La Salle Academy: Concord, we know that we wouldn't be 
where we are without the help of so many wonderful people. Please enjoy our students' heartfelt expressions of 
GRATITUDE!  They come from their hearts!   

 
Leo: “I am grateful to God for giving me these life-changing opportunities.  Because of 
God I’m in the spot that I am in right now.” Sergio: “I appreciate having the best tutor! 
Jack helps me with my homework whenever I need it.” Chase: “I am grateful that all 
the kids at De La Salle respect each other.” 
 
Felipe: “I am thankful that Mr. Hofmann has given everyone here at the Academy a 
chance to be successful.” Anthony: “I am grateful to God for giving me another day to 
live.” Jaydan: “I am most grateful for being accepted into this school, knowing that I will 
get a good education and a full scholarship.” 
 
Alex: “I am thankful for all the love we receive at De La Salle.”  Miguel: “I am grateful 
for the birds chirping in the morning, the squirrels speeding in the mid-day, and the owls 
hooting in the afternoon.”  Tony: “I am grateful for the chance to be in a Catholic school.” 
 
Brian: “I am grateful for an abundance of caring brothers and good faculty.  Kai: “I am 
grateful for my life because it is so precious and you can’t put a price on it.”   Jason: “I 
appreciate having the time to get closer to God.” 
 
Gerardo: “I’m thankful that the teachers are always looking after us.”  Tyler: “Because 
of Mr. Hofmann’s generous donation to start a prestigious school, I will not be just an-
other statistic of another male African American.”  Kevin: “I am most grateful for the 
people I’ve met this year: my friends and the teachers.” 
 
Ramiro: “I am grateful for the amazing teachers we have here at the Academy.”       
Oscar: “My heart is filled with gratitude for Mr. Rodriguez who gave me the oppor-
tunity to come to De la Salle Academy.”  Santino: “I am grateful for having the best 
teachers who always put their and soul into giving us the best education in the world. 
 
Jose: “I’m grateful for all the skills our teachers have taught us and for how close we have 
become as a class.”  Kevin: “Mr. Hofmann is a great man for starting this school. God 
willing, he will go to my graduation here and at the high school.”  A.J.: “My heart is 
filled with happiness because I enjoy all things that happen here at De La Salle.” 
 
Adrian: “I have been so grateful to have religion class and learn all about God.”       
Lelan: “I am grateful for having become a Lasallian Spartan while here at the Academy. I 
also appreciate getting a better education here.”  Juliano: “Not only do I appreciate the 
opportunities I’ve been given here at the Academy, I am grateful for my scholarship.” 
 
A happy summer to you all. 
 
Brother Lawrence Goyette, FSC 
Correspondent 
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Leo, Sergio and Chase 

Felipe, Anthony and Jaydan 

Alex, Miguel and Tony 

Jose, Kevin and A.J. Gerardo, Tyler and Kevin Ramiro, Oscar and Santino 

Brian, Kai and Jason 

Adrian, Lelan and Juliano 



       Led by Valedictorian Brandon J. Stamps, Jr., and 
Salutatorian Rebecca N. Frank, the 83 members of the 
De La Salle Class of 2016 graduated on May 16 at 
Xavier University’s Convocation Center.  School Chaplain 
Father Michael Schneller was the celebrant for the 
Graduation Mass, and school president Myles Seghers 
and principal Paul Kelly presided over Commencement. 
       In addition to numerous school and local recogni-
tions, several graduating seniors earned national 
recognition for their academic achievement and citi-
zenship.  Receiving the National President’s Academ-
ic Achievement Award were Trenton Anderson, Jalen 
Haydel, Jonathan Campi, and Karli Hebert.  Receiving 
the National American Citizenship Award were 
Gracie Hubley and Da’Vante LaBranch. 
       De La Salle is only one of five high schools in the 
state offering dual-enrollment math courses through 

Louisiana State University.  Math Lead Teacher Hussein Dossaji is teaching courses in college algebra and college 
trigonometry.  Students can receive up to six college  credits for the two LSU classes.  This first year, 17 De La 
Salle students are enrolled in the classes.  In order to  qualify, they must have scored a 19 on the math section of the 
ACT test and a composite score of at least 18. 
       At the District VI Louisiana Music Educators Association (LMEA) Large Ensemble Festival this past spring, 
the De La Salle Symphonic Band earned “Excellent” ratings in both stage performance and sight reading.  After this 
impressive showing, the band performed and competed at the WorldStrides OnStage Orlando Heritage Music Festi-
val, where it earned a silver rating and 2nd in its division. 
       At the 2015-2016 District Literary Rally held at Loyola University New Orleans, 12 De La Salle students quali-
fied to compete in the State Literary Rally.  11 foreign language competitors placed in the top three in 10 different 
categories at the Foreign Language Festival held at Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond. 
       In honor society news, seven students were renewed or inducted into the school’s chapter of Société Honoraire 
de Français (French Honor Society); nine students were renewed or inducted into the school’s chapter of Mu Alpha 
Theta (Math Honor Society); 19 students were renewed or inducted into the school’s chapter of Sociedad Honoria 
Hispánica (Spanish Honor Society); and 20 students were renewed or inducted into the school’s chapter of the    
Junior Classical League (Latin Honor Society).  
       At this year’s Sports Banquet, De La Salle     
honored the top athletes for the year and recognized 
several coaches for their service. The Jeff  Beaulieu 
Memorial Award is given annually to a football,    
basketball, and baseball player.  The recipients were 
Dashawn Wright (basketball), Scott Lauland 
(baseball), and Jalen Haydel (football).  The Lisa 
Aucoin Memorial Award is presented to female     
athletes in volleyball, basketball, and softball.  This 
year’s recipients were Jane Marie Sullivan (volleyball), 
Sydney Briscoe-Curtis (basketball), and Rebecca 
LaCour (softball).  Athletes of the Year” were Jordan 
Rankins and Christian Booker.  Three coaches were 
recognized for their dedication and service:  Spencer 
Simpson (wrestling), Mike Perniciaro (track and football), and Dale LaCour (softball). 
 
Jessica Meehan and Kathy Calder, AFSC 
Correspondents 
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The De La Salle High School Class of 2016. 

The 2015-2016 De La Salle Symphonic Band. 



       Ninety-six percent of our seniors have been     
accepted to college and ninety-three percent have def-
initely made plans to attend. The Valedictorian for the 
Class of 2016 is Hannah Dean who will attend Port-
land State University. The four Salutatorians are    
Elijah Hager, who will attend University of Notre 
Dame; Jessica Isibor, who will attend Emory Univer-
sity;  Michael Ninen, who will attend Seattle Univer-
sity; and Andy Trinh, who will attend Oregon State      
University. Other graduates will attend American 
University, Concordia University, Georgetown Univer-
sity, Jackson State, Loyola University Chicago, Port-
land Community College, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, University of Kansas, University of Oregon,    
University of Portland, Weber State and Warner Pacific University. 
       May 6 was our Founder's Day of Service where the whole school volunteers at local nonprofit organizations. More 
than 330 students and staff spent a combined 1,014 hours cleaning, organizing, gardening and spending time with the 
elderly at over 25 nonprofit organizations, living our motto: Enter to Learn. Leave to Serve.  It's also the only day of 
our school year where all of our students are on campus at the same time since one class is always at their Corporate 
Work Study Program jobs. We enjoyed a morning group photo and Mass before going out into the community to serve. 
       A group of our female students attended the GOALS Summit, which stands for Girls, Oregon, Action, Leader-
ship and Service.  Our students attended workshops on Leadership, Entrepreneurship, Media and Feminist Activism.  
Freshman Leslie Caballero-Loa said, "It was really fun. The speakers were really motivating and made me want to 
try harder." Freshman Genesis Cervantes-Alvarez added, "Some women started their own businesses. Men told 
them they weren't capable and should stay home but every woman has the right to do what a man can do." As a    
result of the summit, Leslie is thinking about joining DLSNC's student council to make changes.  
       The Corporate Work Study Program (CWSP) celebrated our Corporate Supervisors who work on a daily basis 
with our students at an annual appreciation luncheon. Partners from more than 40 of our partner companies attended 
the luncheon, including Campbell Global, Columbia Sportswear, Nike Jordan Brand, Liberty Mutual, OnPoint Com-
munity Credit Union and The Standard among others. 
       This past spring, 15 students participated in SOS Outreach, a youth development non-profit program 
which uses outdoor activities to promote 5 core values – courage, discipline, integrity, wisdom, and compassion. 

Students go to Mt. Hood five times over the course of 
the winter and spring to learn to ski and snowboard.  
"It's pretty awesome that we get to go up to the moun-
tain. It's a different experience than what we usually 
have. This is my second year so I'm going higher up 
on the mountain, which is scary but amazing," one 
senior said.  A junior added, "It's cool that they offer 
cheap snowboarding to kids who may be struggling 
with things in their life. It's a good escape and a good 
cause.”  Program advisor Mr. Kyle Ritter observed, "I 
believe this opportunity is important to offer our stu-
dents because many of our students have never had an 
opportunity to travel to the mountain we live so close 
to, let alone learn how to shred it." 
       In April, we held our 11th annual Changing Des-
tinies Luncheon where we celebrated our courageous 
students and raised financial aid funding. This event is 
a celebration of our community—our students and 

their hard work, our teachers and their guidance, our Corporate Work Study Program partners and their mentorship, 
and our guests and their commitment. Each table at the luncheon is hosted by one of our seniors, making this event 
truly unique. Guests have the opportunity to learn firsthand what it means to be a student at De La Salle North Cath-
olic while enjoying their lunch.  Our students presented an entertaining program featuring song, dance, spoken 
word, and insightful remarks to highlight our Lasallian core principles. This was the first time our students led the 
entire program and they shone.  Not that we were surprised.  When given a challenge, students at De La Salle North 
Catholic show their true colors: poise, professionalism and passion. 
 
Ms. Tiffany Peacock-Broyles 
Correspondent        
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The De La Salle North Catholic High School Class of 2016. 

The  entire student body enjoys a rare chance to be together. 



       For Br. Don Mouton, the summer is in ritardando mode compared to the usual academic schedule. Major com-
mitments this summer are the Mission Assembly in Napa, fifteen presentations in late June for the Spirituality Insti-
tute (Br. Brian Dybowski of the SMHS Community is the director) on the Book of Revelation, entitled, "What on 
Earth Is This Book All About?".  His summer Saturday teaching schedule at Lewis University - Albuquerque begins 
in early July. 
        Santa Fe University of Art and Design will have summer school as well as the July Art Fest.  People from 
around the world will be here for the Art Fest.  On May 29, there was a major water leak on campus that kept Br. 
Ron Bartusiak and other members of the work crew rather busy.  For those familiar with the old College of Santa 
Fe, the leak was an old 8-inch army line near the T-23 barrack.  Luckily, it was a holiday weekend and the campus 
was closed. 
       Things have been very slow for Br. Ron in regard to making keys and repairing locks and door.  However, re-
pairing the rolling stock has kept him busy in the motor pool area for the past few weeks. 
       Br. Jim Brown continues his volunteer Campus Ministry work at Santa Fe Community College during the sum-
mer.  He also continues, as part of this work, attendance at the monthly Interfaith Leadership Alliance meetings as 
well as the bi-monthly Catholic Deanery meetings.  He chaired the May Deanery meeting. Br. Jim has also complet-
ed work necessary to finalize his own brother Bob's estate.  Bob died last June. 
       Santa Fe University of Art and Design is in the process of a change of ownership from Laureate, Inc. to Raffles, 
Inc., a private global network of about 30 institutions specializing in Art and Design and headquartered in Singa-
pore. Santa Fe will be the first of their institutions in the United States. The key words being used are continuity and 
expansion, so the existing faculty and staff have been assured that they should not expect much change. Bros. Ron 
Bartusiak and Don Mouton are both presently employed by Laureate.  It remains to be seen how things will work 
out for both the academics and facilities areas. 
 
Brother Jim Brown, FSC 
Correspondent 
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       Brother Augustus Rossi fell in his room injuring his hip. He was hospitalized for about three weeks and         
returned to our Community on April 19. 
       In anticipation of Justin-Siena High School’s 50th Anniversary in August 2016, Brothers George Van Grieken 
and Conrad Kearney were invited to share their memories of the school’s early years in separate interviews before a 
videographer on May 6 at Justin-Siena. George was a member of the first graduating class in 1970, and Conrad was 
a teacher/librarian from 1968 to 2002. 
       May 9 was Brother George Van Grieken’s 64th birthday. His guests were five of his family members who 
joined us for our social, followed by his special dinner. 
       Brother Dominic Berardelli from Saint Mary’s College, Moraga, joined our Community on May 13. He’s      
enjoying the company of his former confreres at SMC: Brothers Brendan Kneale, Martin Ash, and Dominic Ruegg, 
and regaling us with hilarious stories of his experiences – told in dead seriousness. 
       Jerome Alarcon was a longtime member of our nursing staff. He had suffered a stroke and has been in a local 
nursing facility for some time. His birthday was on May 21. Jerome’s wife, family members, and friends organized 
a splendid catered luncheon party for him in a private dining room at the nursing home. He seemed happy and ap-
preciative of all who attended, and of the many gifts he received. Also present were Arden and Patricia May of our 
Holy Family Community nursing staff; Scott Smetzer, our Director of Activities; and Brother Conrad Kearney of 
our Holy Family Community. 
       May 31 to June 4 Brother George Van Grieken participated in Kairos Retreat #61 at Christian Brothers High 
School. He was part of the very first Kairos retreat at CBHS thirteen years ago and others along the way. As always, 
he found it both a significant investment of time and a very rewarding, insightful experience into the lives of our  
students. 
 
Brother Conrad Kearney, FSC 
Correspondent 



Fifty-Year Reunion, Mont La Salle Novitiate Class of 1965 
       It took a while, but the Mont La Salle Class of 1965 finally got 
together for a 50 year class reunion last month! Peter Peabody hosted 
a wonderful lunch for the four of us at his home. All four members 
of the class -- Jim    Urhausen, Peter Peabody, Juan Mitchell, and 
Bob Grist-- were present and had a great day of it! Here's to the next 
50 years!  
 
New Member of Les Amis des Frères   
       Welcome to Patrick Slattery, a professor at Texas A&M Univer-
sity in College Station.   Pat writes: “I live in Austin. I did novitiate 
in Santa Fe in the early 1970s, and then taught as a Brother with tem-
porary vows for two years in New Iberia, Louisiana. I also complet-
ed a master’s degree in theology at St. Mary's College, Moraga,   
California in the late 1970s.” 
 
        Brothers: We welcome you to drop by St. Joseph’s Camp at 
the Russian River during our annual retreat/gathering, June 27 to  
July 4, 2016. 
 
       Italian Dinner at St. Isidore Parish Hall: 440 Gonda Way 

near El Cerro, Danville CA, Saturday, July 23rd 6:00-9:30 p.m.  Please join us for a delicious Spaghetti Dinner with 
home-made Italian sauce by “Angelo”,  assisted by Tony and Shirley Gelfuso with the assistance of gracious volun-
teers.  The dinner is a benefit for the LEO program, a mission that is supporting the LEO Center which sponsors 
DLSA in Concord, CA and an ESL program at St. Colomba’s in Oakland.  Father Gerald Moran, pastor of St. Isi-
dore’s Catholic Church, has provided their  meeting hall which will seat 100 people. Cost is $25 per person until we 
reach our 100-person limit.  Menu includes salad, spaghetti with that delicious homemade sauce, garlic bread, deli-
cious wine all evening & biscotti for dessert. Expect a delightful but short raffle.   PLEASE COME!!! Make all 
checks payable to LEO, c/o Sister Dorothy Stack csj, 2025 Durant Ave #110, Berkeley, CA 94704. doro-
thyestack@comcast.net  510-548-7540. 
 
Mr. Michael Tscheekar 
Correspondent 
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       La Salle Catholic College Preparatory held its baccalaureate Mass and commencement on June 10 and 11, 2016.  
The 152 members of the Class of 2016 attended Mass on June 10 at St. John the Baptist Church, and received their 
diplomas in commencement exercises held on June 11 at Rolling Hills Community Church. 

       The Co-Valedictorians are Sean Henson '16 and Raleigh Slyman '16.  Sean 
is the son of Colleen and Paul    Hensen and he will be headed to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts in the fall to attend Harvard University. He is interested in study-
ing medicine, international business and French. Raleigh is the son of Stephanie 
and Paul Slyman and will be attending Georgia Institute of Technology next 
year and plans on studying biomedical engineering. 
       The Co-Salutatorians this year are Myriam Yao '16 and Alex Yeo '16. 
Myriam is the daughter of Souaad and Thierry Yao and she will be attending 
Stanford University where she is contemplating studying international relations 
and/or political science.  Alex is the son of Michelle and James Yeo. He will be 
attending University of California at Berkeley where he plans on studying com-
puter science and/or mathematics. 
 
Retiring La Salle Prep Educators Leave a Lasting Impact 
        Greg Stiff and Christina Erickson have been teachers, mentors, and role 
models for quality Catholic education. The 2015-16 academic year at La Salle 
Catholic College Preparatory marks their final year as inspirational figures in 



their subject areas. They have taught a generation of students the value of crea-
tive inspiration, hard work, and maintaining an intellectual curiosity rooted in a 
lifelong journey of faith. 
         Stiff began his career in 1981 teaching English at Yamhill Carlton High 
School. After six years in the public school system, he chose to accept an offer 
from La Salle. “I was coming to a Catholic school so I didn't know how that 
was going to be. I didn't know anything about the Lasallian tradition when I 
came here,” he said. 
         Over the course of four decades, Stiff personified the teaching traditions 
of St. John Baptist de La Salle by ensuring all students have access to quality 
education, demonstrating respect for all people, and fostering an inclusive com-
munity. Social justice, concern for the poor, and community service were also 
themes in literature that Stiff could explore with his students. When he is asked 
for advice by students and colleagues, he offers, “I think a lot of times we get 
on the conveyor belt of life and let it pull us along. The less you can get pulled 
along and the more that you can choose your own path, the more successful 
you'll be in life." 
         Christina Erickson agrees with the notion that an education is a lifelong journey that begins with self-
discovery. "When I have students come into Art Foundations without having the confidence or the skills in drawing, 
and they end up with amazing works of art, you can end up with a painting that is incredible. That's really exciting," 
she said. 

        Erickson discovered La Salle 22 years ago after she returned home from 
teaching art at an international school in Athens, Greece. "La Salle has definite-
ly changed me. Big time. I think I've come to love people so much more as a 
result of working here. When I first started teaching, it was about the teaching. 
Now it's about the kids, and the relationships,” she said. 
         After the last graduation cap has landed and the last gown has been 
stowed, Stiff plans to visit family and read a long list of books. Erickson plans 
to attend a film production program to learn documentary filmmaking. These 
legendary educators have made a lasting impact on hundreds of students,    
alumni, and families around Portland. The entire La Salle community wishes 
them well on the next stage of their journey. They will always have a home. 
 
Mr. Kendall Martin 
Correspondent 
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Ms. Christina Erickson 

Mr. Greg Stiff 

       La Salle High School graduated 160 seniors at its 
57th Commencement on Friday evening, May 27, 
2016. Commencement Exercises took place at the 
First Church of the Nazarene, next door to the School.  
       Madeleine Malicdem, summa cum laude, gave 
the Welcome Address and Lauren Rewer, summa cum 
laude, was chosen by the Faculty Commencement 
Committee for the honor of delivering the Com-
mencement Address. 
       Robert W. Griffith, summa cum laude received 
the La Salle High School General Excellence Award 
for the highest cumulative grade point average in the 
class. This fall, Robert will attend the University of 
California, Los Angeles.  
       Robert also received the Scholar Award for Math  

 
(continued) 

La Salle High School’s Class of 2016 celebrates its graduation! 



and Science. Lauren Rewer received the Scholar Award for Liberal Arts, while Zachary Christopher summa cum 
laude, received the La Salle Scholar Award for Visual and Performing Arts.  
       Kyle Cueller, cum laude and Sarah Patrick, cum laude, received the Brother Celestine Excellence in Athletics 
and Sportsmanship Award. Lauren Rewer received the De La Salle Service Award for academics, leadership and 
service to others.  
       Ninety-nine percent of La Salle’s graduating class will attend colleges or universities in the fall and 92% of the 
class will matriculate to four-year institutions. 
 
Mr. John Blackstock 
Correspondent 
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       Our Mullen family gathered together to celebrate our 
eighty-first graduating class on May 21. Our 174 graduates 
assembled at Boettcher Concert Hall at the Denver Civic  
Center for the Performing Arts alongside their families,   
Mullen administrators, teachers, staff and alumni in a show  
of Lasallian solidarity and spirit. 
       Celebrants James E. Fox, V.F. and Donald Dilg, C.S.C. 
presided over Mass. School president Carl Unrein, ’72, and 
principal Janell Kloosterman distributed diplomas while    
Assistant Principal for Academics Joe Locascio read the 
names of each graduate as they happily walked across the 
stage under the joyful gaze of proud friends and family. 
       Kristen Hovland is class Salutatorian and Jonathan 
Cleary is class valedictorian. Vincent Depizzol received the 
Mullen Senior Esprit d’Corps Award, which signifies the 
Mustang spirit of school loyalty and class unity. The District 
of San Francisco New Orleans Provincial’s Lasallian Award was presented to Cali Edgar and Blake Van Jacobs. 
Both of these seniors were acknowledged by faculty as exemplars of our Lasallian core principles.  
       In a fun but challenging twist, a pre-graduation graduation ceremony was held for our student-athletes who 
were competing in semi-final games the same morning. Newly minted graduates from our baseball and girls’ soccer 
teams were presented with their diplomas ahead of their peers before they excitedly left to represent their school in 
athletic competition. 
       Mullen’s graduates are perennial achievers in both service and scholarship. The Class of 2016 performed over 
21,000 hours of community service over the course of its four years at Mullen High School, a school record. In addi-
tion, the class was awarded over $18.6 million in academic scholarship offers. Twenty-five of our graduates will go 

on to compete in NCAA athletics, with one in five matriculat-
ing to Catholic colleges or universities. Still, a sense of hu-
mility permeated our graduation celebration and was brought 
to focus by one of our graduates when she said, “Mullen gave 
to me exactly what I put in…I remember my eighth grade in-
terview and what it meant to me to be accepted as a ninth 
grader. It’s almost impossible to put into words how grateful I 
am now that I am a graduate. Maybe I’ll return someday and 
be a teacher at Mullen!” 
       Graduation concluded a week that began with our induc-
tion Mass for the Class of 2017, including the blessing of 
class rings; senior awards night; awards night for ninth  
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Senior baseball players pick up their diplomas before hitting the 
road for a state playoff game. 

Happy seniors pose for a quick photo before commencement. 



through eleventh graders; and graduation rehearsal. At every turn, our school was able to celebrate our Lasallian 
Five Core Principles that are so central and dear to our shared, global mission. The week was a celebration of    
community and of our faith and zeal for our school’s Catholic identity.  
       Ultimately, the week captured what can only be characterized as a dynamic and tremendous year for Mullen. In 
all arenas, be it academic, athletic, arts, faith formation and spirit, Mullen is enjoying a moment in our school’s 
eighty-five year history that can only be described as remarkable. “Together and by Association,” our school’s  
community celebrates its members, our Catholic faith and the sterling achievements of our staff and students. To be 
sure, the 2015 – 2016 school year will be remembered in a celebratory light, but our bright future guarantees that the 
best is yet to come. 
 
Mr. Sean Keefe 
Correspondent    
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       Time is winding down at the RELAN Novitiate for both the novices and the staff. This is the time of year where 
novices began to feel very antsy because everyone has received their assignments for next year. Br Ryan Anderson 
(Midwest District) will be headed to Christian Brothers University in Memphis, Tennessee to be a campus minister; 
Br. Jonathon Emanuelson (Midwest District) will be going to De La Salle Institute a high school here in Chicago to 
teach religion; Br. Javier Hansen (SFNO) has been assigned 
to teach religion at Cathedral High School in El Paso, Texas; 
and Br. Michael Phipps (Midwest District) will be returning 
to St. Joseph’s High School in Westmont, Illinois to be a 
counselor and teacher. As for the professed Brothers in the 
house, Br. Dennis Galvin (Midwest District) will be going to 
Minneapolis, Minnesota to do Lasallian formation; Br. 
Thomas Johnson (Midwest District) will remain here in resi-
dence preparing for the following novitiate class of 2017-
2018; and Br. Tom Westberg will be returning to the com-
munity at Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Francisco to resume 
directorship. 
       This whole year, planning activities has been a breeze; 
however, now the Brothers in the novitiate do not know how 
to fit in those last few things they want to do in Chicago in 
the remaining time.  During the month of June, the novices 
have been taking classes at Catholic Theological Union 
through the generosity of their home districts and the Region. 
This has been a good introduction to the busyness of the year 
following the novitiate. The official move out date of the  
novitiate is July 7. The novitiate community will then fly to 
Napa, CA, where they will make a one-week retreat at Mont 
La Salle. During the retreat, the community will have a going
-away ceremony, and everything concludes with Br. Javier’s 
First Vow Ceremony on July 16.  From here, the individual Brothers will be returning home to spend a short time 
with family before moving into their new communities. The Midwest Novices will profess their vows on July 23. 
       This year will officially mark the end of the first year of the Regional Novitiate in Chicago. Some of its benefits 
have included the Inter Community Novitiate, a range of guest speakers, daily attendance of Mass at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church, and graduate courses at the Catholic Theological Union. There have also been many fun experienc-
es, such as scavenger hunts, field trips, restaurants, BBQs, board games, and community competitions for events 
like the Oscars, Super Bowl and March Madness. All in all, the novices are both excited and worried that the noviti-
ate experience will be ending in less than a month. They are excited to be vowed members of this Institute they have 
come to love, and worried that they will be losing the endless hours of free time the novitiate had to offer. 
 
Brother Javier Hansen, FSC 
Correspondent 

The Novitiate Community enjoying a backyard barbeque. 



       This edition of the District Newsletter covers January to June, so I thought to review some of the major commu-
nity activities we have had during that time period.  
       February had us spend a day of recollection on our responses to the new RULE. We were greatly aided by both 
the document compiled by Brother Donald Johanson which compares the 1986 RULE with our recent version, high-
lighting the major changes that have taken place by comparing those articles that were different in wording or posi-
tion in the Rule as well as those that were replaced.  We also had the benefit of Brother Michael Meister’s extensive 
commentary on the RULE with reflections on the present text and questions for discussion or private reflection. Our 
community found the new Rule to be generally an encouraging reflection of our evolving sense of identity and voca-
tion, incorporating changes in our lived experiences with a clear gospel / theological orientation to our special char-
ism.  
       During the Holy Week retreat here at Mont La Salle, we had a number of Brothers from the District present and 
the schedule included an optional discussion each day of selections from the Vatican document: Identity and Mis-
sion of the Religious Brother in the Church. There were lively exchanges over which sections the Brothers thought 
helpful to explaining our vocation and role in the Church and those sections that they did not find helpful.  All ap-
preciated the well prepared and executed liturgical celebrations for the Triduum. A large number of visitors from 
Napa, including some of our near-by neighbors, joined us for both the Vigil service Saturday night and the Mass of 
Easter morning.  
       March and April provided options for attending the District Days and several Brothers from this area attended 
the programs in Santa Fe and Covington. The evaluations as well as the actual responses during the sessions indicat-
ed that the Brothers found the presentations and discussions helpful in moving forward our process for District uni-
ty. The content was also quite helpful to a number of Brothers in a personal way as indicated by their comments, 
especially during the small group discussions. To use these opportunities for the celebration of various anniversaries 
of the Brothers’ commitments again helped us come to know one another in a more personal way.  
       Our community continued the practice we have had for some time of having a time of affirmation as part of a 
prayer service.  The entire process took about 2 ½ hours as the nine of us responded to each one individually after 
the Brother had given a statement of where he found himself in light of his vocation, personal development and 
community experience.  It provided a wonderful opportunity to affirm each other and the contribution made by each 
to our community experience. The evening concluded with the birthday celebration of Brother Michael Murphy.  
       All the Brothers carry on with various forms of ministry and involvement in the mission. Brother Stan recently 
concluded his once a semester redditions as Director and then left for Chicago to make presentations to the novices 
on the history/role of liturgy in our lives of faith. Brother Donald is presently in Rome attending with the other 
“experienced Visitors” a special consultation put together by the Superior General and Council on future directions 
of the Institute.  The rest of us continue with various responsibilities that keep us involved in the District’s mission.  
We look forward to the District retreat and its creative form of participation as well as the Mission Assembly that 
will follow immediately.  
 
Brother Mark Murphy, FSC 
Correspondent 
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       Our degree day was June 18, but I will continue tutorials during 
the summer for first and second-year graduate students.  This last 
academic term has passed rather quickly as I've been in Italy twice 
since Easter.  The first venture was to participate in an academic  
conference and to examine some Renaissance paintings.  After the 
meeting I was able to work in the tranquil atmosphere of the Mother-
house, where the hospitality was warm.  The second visit was to   
Assisi with eight of our external tutors, where we were able to con-
centrate on Franciscan spirituality.  We experienced the usual friend-
ly Franciscan hospitality and I was able to do some work in the new 
museum at Basilica San Francisco, where the curator once studied at 
La Salle University in Philadelphia and knew the Art Gallery that 
had been established by Brother Daniel Burke.  The Basilica is a 
treasure house of early Renaissance painting by Giotto and his students, 
Cimabue, Simone Martini and the Lorenzetti brothers.  All this 
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A corner of the  Salisbury Cathedral Library. 



should flower in lectures here in two years, I hope. 
       While Italy has meant the Renaissance, teaching here has been 
all on the Middle Ages.  This last term we began a cooperative ven-
ture with the Cathedral Library, which shows great promise for fu-
ture years.  This library contains many priceless manuscripts and 
texts, including one of the original Magna Cartas and the finest col-
lection of 11th century manuscripts in the U.K.  It is an enriching 
experience to balance this library with our own in the college, which 
is the largest theological library in the Southwest between London 
and Bristol.  Our earliest books date from the l6th century and I am a 
member of the Library Committee that assists he librarians.  
       The history of the musical and liturgical spheres comes into lec-
tures on the mediaeval period and so I've had the opportunity to 
study this inheritance during this last term in the cathedrals of Can-
terbury, Chichester and Lichfield.   Last month we had the first Dis-
trict Day at the Provincialate in Oxford, which featured a notable 
address by the Visitor of the new District of Great Britain, Ireland 
and Malta.   
 
A happy summer recess to the District.        
 
Brother Patrick Moore, FSC    
Correspondent 
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       Two Commencement Ceremonies officially ended the Academic Year 2015-2016.  The official program lists 
six-hundred and sixty five who received baccalaureate degrees on May 21, 2016.  One hundred and seventy nine from the 
School of Science; two hundred and fifty two from the School of Liberal Arts; two hundred  and twelve from the 
School of Economics and Business Administration and twelve from the Integral Program in Classical Liberal Education. 
       The Commencement Speaker for the undergraduate Commencement was alumnus Mahershala Ali, Class of 1996, an 
African American professional actor who has appeared in Hunger Games: Mocking Jay I and II and House of Cards, 
among others, and, beginning on June 24, The Free State of Jones.   His compelling address was an impressive tribute to 
his educational background in literature, poetry and performing arts.  He enrolled at Saint Mary’s with the intention 
of playing basketball but found the liberal and performing arts to his liking.  Following graduation, he enrolled in the New 
York University Tisch School of the Arts and found his way to stage and screen.  The audience of 6,000 parents and 
guests, the graduates and faculty appreciated his elegance, emotion, figures of speech, and personal story under the 
themes of “Patience, Perseverance and Prayer,” a moving testimony of his life as both an inspired student and actor.   
       Commencement number two was held the following day, May 22, for six hundred sixty-two students: 98 for 
California State Teaching Credentials; 46 for special baccalaureate degrees; 259 for Master of Arts in Business    
Administration, Accounting and Analytics; 48 for Kinesiology; 28 for Fine and Performing Arts; 56 for Counseling; 
119 for Administration, Leadership, Teaching, Justice and Professionals’ Education*, and the awarding of 8 Doctor-
al Degrees in Education (D.Ed.).  The Commencement Speaker was Hon. Thomas Torlakson, California Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction, former State Senator and Assemblyman and Contra Costa County Supervisor.  As a   
Contra Costa County resident involved in education, he spoke well of his experience with Saint Mary’s graduates 
from both the undergraduate and graduate programs.  From his State Superintendent’s vista he spoke of the teacher 
shortage and was thankful for the work of the School of Education in providing well-educated candidates.  He also 
provided a few of the inside concerns being considered in the legislature and Governor’s Office and approvingly 
mentioned the Teachers of Tomorrow program featured by Saint Mary’s.  
       The central “power house” designed to provide all campus heating in 1928 was decentralized several decades 
ago and converted to a physical fitness center.  With the new recreation center now in full use, the old power facility 
is now nearly remodeled for faculty offices (still the source of power!) for the School of Economics and Business 
Administration on one floor, and for the College printing and publishing services and College warehouse on the  
other.   The physical fitness facilities are now incorporated, along with picturesque pool facilities, into the expansive 
Hon.  Joseph L. Alioto Recreation Center that opened for student use during the past academic year.  (The late Hon. 
Joseph L. Alioto, an alumnus, was former two-term Mayor of San Francisco and a national legal figure in anti-trust 
legislation.) The former pool area was converted into physical exercise facilities use for the Kinesiology Program in 
physical therapy education. 

 
(continued) 

The Library adjoins the Cathedral nave. 



       The Director of the SMC Community, Brother Thomas Jones will be engaged with the District Mission          
Assembly, the District Retreat on Transitions and the District Council.  His term with the Queen of the Valley    
Hospital Board ends in December.   Until then he has not included in his itinerary any plans for R and R.    
       Brother Christopher Donnelly headed for the Brothers’ Camp in the High Sierras with the expectation of      
hosting several groups during the summer, one being a faculty group under the title of the Massa Institute, and then 
the Brothers in August.  Brother Christopher is also the Fire Chief for that region of the Sierras.  Please pray for the 
repose of his father, Thomas, who passed away on June 14 at the age of 95.   
       Brother Martin Yribarren, musician and professor in the Integral Program, had to stay in town since he is  scheduled 
for hip surgery in mid-July.  The guess is that his youthful basketball experience made the replacement ultimately necessary.    
       The sister of Brother Richard Lemberg has undergone serious but successful tumor removal surgery (behind the 
eye), but still required some of  Brother Richard’s brotherly concern.  Another concern is his assumption of the    
Director’s role for the Brothers’ camp on the Russian River, CA.  Between that and his occasional fishing expeditions 
on the Sacramento River, he will be visiting his brother and sister-in-law in Kentucky for a short respite.   
       Crossing the Jordan is the selected title of Brother Kenneth Cardwell’s book on the Gospel of Mark which he 
hopes to have “press ready” by the end of the summer.   
       Rev. Thomas McElligott returned from Ireland in early June after having officiated at a relative’s wedding and 
visiting relatives in Dublin and some R and R in London.    
       Brother Christopher Patino will be joining the Alemany Brothers’ Community to work on vocations at the    
College.   He will be a most welcome addition to the Brothers serving the College apostolate.           
       Brother Raphael Patton has no travel plans for summer since he is fully engaged in writing a book on the late 
Mr. Bartley P. Oliver, who witnessed at seven years of age the ground breaking ceremonies in San Francisco for St. 
Mary’s College, which opened in 1863.  He also witnessed the ground breaking for the Oakland campus of 1888 and 
for the Moraga campus in 1927.  He was a graduate of the College in the Class of 1873.  Mr. Oliver’s profession 
was real estate.  He was generously active with the Archdiocese of San Francisco and the College.  Brother Raphael 
is also completing his work on the District Ordo for 2016-2017, a tedious task.    
       The Brothers’ Communities have published two pamphlets on the Mission of the College, the first titled 
“Contributing to the Catholic Intellectual Tradition” and the second titled “The Lasallian Educational Tradition.”  A 
draft for the third pamphlet addressing the Liberal Arts tradition of the College is being prepared by Brother Mel 
Anderson, with assistance from Brothers Martin Yribarren and Kenneth Cardwell and several other faculty for  scru-
tiny by the Brothers Communities in the Fall.  The intention of the pamphlets is to inform faculty and students of the 
threefold traditional Mission of the College, namely its fundamental Liberal Arts, Catholic and Lasallian character.   
       After its double gold medal wins at the international choral competition in Riga, Latvia, last summer and the 
consequent invitation to perform at Carnegie Hall in New York, the College Choral and Glee Club has accepted an 
invitation to perform in Budapest, Hungary.  The SMC Choral and Glee Club will be one of four International en-
sembles to perform at the Laurea Mundi Gala Concert at the Palace of Arts in Budapest, Hungary on July 10. Choral 
Director Dr. Julie Ford is the chief inspiration for the group of students, accompanied by assistant director Sharon Kim.   
 
Finally, here are some facts about Saint Mary’s College 2015-2016: 
 Student Body (undergraduates)      2,754 
 Student Body (graduate and special programs*)   1,276 
 Total                                                      4,030 
 Faculty (full and part time)                  506 
 Tuition (undergraduate)       $42,780.00 
 Room and Board (undergraduate)     $14,490.00 
 % of students on financial aid of some sort     85% (Pell Grants, Cal Grants, SMC, other) 
 Estimated expense of books and supplies:   $1,107.00 
 
*special programs include Liberal Education for Art Professionals (LEAP):  includes BA program for professional 
ballet performers in San Francisco, Los Angeles and New York.     
 
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
Correspondent                            
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       Saint Mary’s College High School ended its 153rd school year on June 9, following final exams, graduation, 
and a fifty-year class reunion.  Summer school, with courses for current students, incoming freshmen, and sports 
camps for grades 5 through 10, gets underway on June 20 for four weeks.  The Class of 2020 will start off the new  
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school year with four days of orientation programs in mid-
August, followed by day-long programs for each of the other 
three grades.  The Fall Term will begin with the first full day 
of classes on August 29, one day after the school marks 89 
years on its Berkeley campus.  
       Looking forward:  The 132-member Class of 2016 
posed by the campus Cross following the annual 
"Presentation of the Seniors to the Student Body" on June 3. 
They gathered on campus once more for their Baccalaureate 
Mass with family and members of the Class of 1966 on June 
4, and graduated at Zellerbach Hall on the Cal Berkeley cam-
pus on June 5.  In addition to receiving significant amounts of 
need-based financial aid, students in the Class of 2016 have 
been awarded, to date, an aggregate total of $11.5 million in 
scholarships. This includes both academic and athletic schol-
arships awarded by colleges and universities, as well as 
scholarships awarded by private sources.  To view a list of the 
Class of 2016 College Acceptances, click here. 

       Looking back:  " Golden Grads"  of the Class of 1966 
(pictured) were honored during the June 4 Baccalaureate 
Mass.  An alumnus selected by his classmates addressed the 
seniors, and many more alums were on hand for the reunion 
dinner, graduation, and barbecue.  The men received special 
diplomas at graduation.  Saint Mary's High President since 
1997, Brother Edmond Larouche, FSC '66 (back row, in 
black), is a member of the Fifty-Year Class. They were joined 
by Brother Mel Anderson, FSC '47 (back row, in black), high 
school Principal from 1964-1969, and retired President of 
Saint Mary's College of California.  Recent Golden Grads 
from the Classes of ’64 and ’65 helped out with the Sunday 
barbecue and welcomed the Class of 1966 to the fold.      
Congratulatory messages to the alumni from some of their 
high school coaches and teachers rounded out the weekend, 
including one from Brother Patrick Moore, FSC, in Salisbury, 
England. 

       Saint Mary’s Brothers’ Community hosted the annual thank you dinner for the school’s 
Board of Trustees in mid-June, as well as an 80th birthday party for Brothers’ Affiliate Mr. 
Tom Brady, AFSC.  Mr. Brady graduated from Saint Mary’s Grammar School on the campus 
in 1950 and from the high school in 1954.  He returned to the high school to teach in 1960 
and remained until 1995 as teacher, administrator, and the school’s (and San Francisco Dis-
trict’s) first lay president.  As president, he led the school’s historic transition to coeducation.  
In 1995, he joined the District Leadership Team on which he served until retiring in 2000.  
Tom’s three sons and two brothers are all Saint Mary’s alumni, as well. 
       Brothers’ Community member and alum, Lawrence Puck ‘78, was recently named the 
high school’s first Vice President.  Brother Edmond Larouche, FSC, President, announced the 
appointment along with that of faculty member Ms. Cherisse Payne as Director of Admis-
sions, both effective July 1.  As Vice President of Saint Mary's, Larry will have key responsi-
bilities for Advancement, Communications, and Alumni Relations, and will have oversight of 
the school's Advancement Office.  Cherisse, Calculus Teacher since 2014, holds a B.A. in 
Applied Mathematics, an M.A. in Math Education, and Teaching and Administration Creden-
tials.  She succeeds Larry in his position as Director of Admissions for Saint Mary's, held 

since 1996. Larry is in his 34th year at Saint Mary's.  
       The annual Founder’s Day celebration on May 13 brought the community together for a morning Mass in the 
auditorium, after which Years of Service awards were presented to fifteen faculty and staff members, four of whom 
have served at Saint Mary’s for twenty years, and two others for twenty-five years.  The Lasallian Student of the 
Year award went to Saba Kinfe ’16 and Vice-Principal since 1995, Cathy Molinelli, received the Lasallian Educator of 
the Year Award.   An annual highlight of Founder’s Day is the distribution of the school yearbook.  The 90th edition 
of Saint Mary's Peraltan with its "Super Panther" vintage comic book look got rave reviews. 
       A day before Founder’s Day, the ever-popular Diversity Fair was held on campus, featuring displays, food, 
dance, music, ethnic dress, and more representing the diverse cultures in the school community. 
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The Saint Mary’s College High School Class of 2016. 

The :Golden Grads” of the Class of 1966. 

Mr. Tom Brady, AFSC 

http://www.delasalle.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Saint-Marys-Berkeley-2016-College-Accepts.pdf


       Dozens of Senior Projects were on display for parents 
and the school community in mid-May, as seniors capped off 
months of work and research on a wide variety of topics.   
       Saint Mary’s Penny Wars competition from May 9-24, 
witnessing the Lasallian Mission's concern for the poor and 
social justice, raised $924 that will be donated to our sister 
school, St. Mary's Boys' Secondary School in Nyeri,        
Kenya.  The winners of penny wars were the Freshmen, with 
a whopping 42,360 points! 
       The annual Spring AP Art Show was a big hit, as were 
the two Spring Music Concerts and the Dance Concert, all of 
which showed off the tremendous talents of Saint Mary’s 
Visual & Performing Arts students.   
       The Panthers ended their Spring season with Baseball, 
Softball, and Men’s Volleyball all reaching the Quarterfinals.  
Track and Field had a great showing at the 2016 Meet of 
Champions at UC Berkeley, and Men’s Golf took the league 
championship.  Members of the Varsity Track & Field team 
were in Clovis, California on June 3 and 4 for the California 
State Meet.  Despite  scorching Central Valley temperatures, 
Kali Hatcher finished 3rd in California in the Triple Jump, 

and the Girls' 4x400 Team of Kenady Jackson, Avi Wilson-Perteete, Kali Hatcher, and Noelle Shaw finished 5th in 
the State.  
       Less serious sports competitions were popular in the weeks before graduation as the seniors took on (and mostly 
beat) the faculty in fierce kickball, dodge ball, volleyball, and water toss contests. 
       The College Counseling Office bulletin board is covered each Spring with announcements from school alumni 
graduating from colleges and universities around the country.  The 2016 graduates included Robert Clinton ’12,  
pictured in an NYU photo, who was named Class Speaker for the New York University commencement attended by 
8,000 graduates and their families in Yankee Stadium on May 18.  Robert was Valedictorian for his graduation from 
Saint Mary’s in 2012. 
       TIME Times Two! Wow! Double Wow! Class of 2003 alumnus and acclaimed film director Ryan Coogler 
(“Fruitvale Station” and “Creed”) was recently named as one 
of Time Magazine's Top 100 Most Influential People in the 
World for 2016. He is the second school alum to receive the 
Time honor in as many years.  Bobbie Murphy, Class of 2006, 
co-founder of Snapchat, received the honor in 2014.  
       Summer Travels:  Several Saint Mary’s faculty members 
and students will travel to both Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, and the 
De La Salle Blackfeet School in Browning, Montana this sum-
mer.  Both have been annual Spring Enrichment Week service-
immersion destinations for several years, with return trips of-
ten made during the summer. 
       Saint Mary’s sends congratulations to all Lasallian gradu-
ates and best wishes for a pleasant summer! 
 
Ms. Jeanne Gray Loughman 
Correspondent 
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Community News 
       Bro. Jerome Cox made his usual visit in March and was able to celebrate Holy Week with us. 
       Occasionally, Bro. Joe Haras’ dad and brother stop by on significant dates to visit the gravesite of his mother.  
They also take the opportunity to sample some of the noteworthy cuisine provided by Tomasita’s restaurant, one of 
their favorites in Santa Fe. 
       On April 3, the Brothers of Hilary House provided lunch for us.  Bro. Don Mouton called on his time in France 
to provide the main attraction, cassoulet, which all pronounced excellent.  Bro. Ron Bartusiak provided the salad, 
and Bro. Jim Brown the dessert to assure that both the meal and the Brothers were well-rounded. 
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Senior Robert Saldana, far left, and his Mariachi Band entertained at 
the Diversity Fair on May 12.  The group includes Robert’s sister 

Guadalupe, a sophomore, and performs regularly around the Bay Area. 



       During the first week of April, Patricia May from Mont La Salle visited to ascertain the health status of the 
Brothers.  Her thoroughness impressed all.  We anticipate a follow-up visit in the future. 
       Several Brothers took advantage of a free concert by the Air Force Academy Concert Band on 24 April.  Broth-
ers Martin Swonke and Mel Pelton who were seated front and center, received special attention by one of the vocal-
ists in her rendition of one of the rock-and-roll selections, Born in the USA.  Brothers Bill Hughes, Fred Van Haaf-
ten, and George Hetzel enjoyed the concert from the back rows without the special treatment. 
       The Monday after Mothers’ Day, Patsy, our cook and ‘mother-figure’, noticed an unpleasant smell emanating 
from the dishwasher.  She assumed that the Brothers had just forgotten something over the weekend and dismissed 
the odor.  Imagine her consternation when, on Tuesday, she found the smell still present.  Her more extensive inves-
tigation revealed what was doubtless the cleanest and most sterile mouse carcass in Santa Fe.  How the creature 
found its way into the dishwasher remains unknown, but thanks to Bro. Bill’s prompt intervention, the carcass was 
removed and discarded.  After a couple of sessions with Glisten, the machine smells just fine and is disinfected – 
just in case! 
       As reported by District email, Bro. Charles Miller fell on the stairs and the fall caused the head of his right fe-
mur to break through its socket.  He was quickly taken to the hospital where the femur was returned to its proper 
place.  The next day he had surgery to repair the pelvis and spent some 2 weeks in the hospital.  At this writing, he is 
at Santa Fe Care Center receiving therapy.  He will remain there until his is able to walk safely on his own. 
       Another health-related development is the disposition of plants from the patio.  As his mobility decreased, Bro. 
Benildus Sulzer has no longer been able to care for the plants as he used to.  His generosity has made Patsy, our 
cook, and Monika, our visiting nurse, the happy recipients of a number of plants for their gardens.   
       School ended for the summer, and the campus was relatively quiet until Camp Horsemen began.  Then, the 
sounds of various kinds of athletic activity began to fill the air.  Also, work on the football field has begun so that 
the field itself and surrounding track will be upgraded; thus, the sounds of heavy equipment and work also pervade 
the atmosphere along with squeals of delight from the campers. 
       We are anticipating what, for some of us, will be our first “electronic retreat” toward the end of the month.  Sev-
eral Brothers from other areas will join us for the retreat including Bro. James Grahmann who will then join the 
community.  Later, when the needed business in Lafayette is completed, Bro. Arthur Carroll will also join us.  We 
welcome the opportunity to “electrify” our spiritual lives and the increase of our community membership. 
 
Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 
 
School News 

       The Class of 2016 went out shining with recognition and honors from 
school and community as they embarked on their new journeys.  There is a 
lot to be proud of with these graduating seniors:  honors from the City of 
Santa Fe for students who are top 10% and score at least a 26 on the ACT; 
honors from the Archdiocese of Santa Fe for Distinguished Discipleship; 
100% acceptance rate into colleges and universities across the country, 
scholarship offers totaling over $2.8 million; and one young man entering 
the seminary.  Congratulations to all and prayers for a continuation of God’s 
blessings.   
       In addition to closing the book filled with chapters of memories for our 
students, we also closed the book of life for one of our beloved teachers, 
Roseanne Noedel who passed away in February of this year after a short 
battle with cancer.  As we look at the chapters of 
her book of life, it is easy to see how her passion 

and dedication to teaching taught many minds and touched many hearts over the years.  
She inspired a countless number students and players over the past 39 years as teacher, 
coach, colleague and friend.  May she rest in peace as she joins the many other Lasallian 
educators who now shine like stars for all eternity. 
       The saying, “a family that prays together, stays together” seems to describe the St. 
Mike’s family this year.  From the countless prayers for Roseanne and her family to the 
numerous prayers for one of our junior girls who was diagnosed with stage 2 Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma, the St. Mike’s family seems a little stronger now.  The unity through prayers 
from many brought strength, healing and the motto, “Keanna Strong”, which inspired the 
Pony Express Dance Team to bring another State Championship home.  This year they 
danced with a little more intensity and determination as they dedicated their performances 
and danced their hearts out for their captain, Keanna.  We also celebrated a defending State 
Champion Chess team, a defending State Champion wrestler and Individual and Relay  
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State Champions in Track and Field.  A big CONGRATULATIONS 
to them all as they made all Horsemen fans proud! 
       Our celebrations this year also included the successes of our or-
ganizations as well.  Through the hard work of Honor Societies, 
Lasallian Youth, Choral Arts, Campus Ministry, Student Council and 
others, our students were able to:   supply goods for our local shel-
ters, financially assist our twin school in Eritrea; help the Heart As-
sociation fill their blood banks; bring Easter joy to those in need; fill 
Carnegie Hall with beautiful harmonies of prayerful voices; contrib-
ute to the efforts of CRS through the Rice Bowl collections; fill the 
shelves of the local food bank; plant seeds for future growth at the 
community farm and, because of the hard work of the SWAT 
(Student Wellness Action Team), members the City of Santa Fe 
named St. Michael’s High School as a Steward of the Santa Fe Riv-
er.  We truly are blessed with amazing students who give so much of 
themselves to make this world just a little better.   
       As we reflect on this year and close some books, we open others 
as we look ahead.  After 45+ years of running on a rutted and rocky 
dirt track, students can now look forward to new track and field fa-
cility.  The hard ground broke and there is excitement to see the pro-
gress in building our first competitive track and field.   
       With summer upon us, the school still does not rest.  The audito-
rium and gyms are filled with eager young ones enrolled in one of 
our Art, Academic or Sport related Horsemen Camps and our custo-

dial staff remains busy giving the school its annual facelift with renewing the shine on the floors and walls.        
       We give God thanks that all is well! 
 
Ms. Diahann Larson, AFSC 
Correspondent 
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Community News 
       All is quiet on the campus of St. Paul's High School in Covington, LA. School’s out for summer! The last bells 
of the 2015-16 school year were heard on Campus on May 19.  On May 16, the Pre-Freshman had their Prayer Ser-
vice and Promotion Ceremony in the Briggs Center. 
       Beginning June 6, the sound of young people having fun will be heard on the Campus as the many summer 
camps begin. The athletes of tomorrow will attend various sports camps. Future journalists will be attending creative 
writing classes. Mrs. Denny Charbonnet will be working with young actors who see themselves on Broardway or on 
the silver screen one day. Lastly, future filmmakers will be learning how to make films and edit their own movies. 
Who knows? Maybe St. Paul's may have Academy Award, Golden Globe, Tony, Grammy and Best Picture winners 
in one our summer Camps. Maybe, just maybe, there may be a Pulitzer Prize winner on campus this summer.  
       The big news on Campus was the arrival of four baby ducks in late May. Jules Welker, the brother of Brother 
Louis Welker, gave the ducks to him for Easter. They are now two months old and are beautiful to see swimming 
around the campus lake. Of course, many of the children in the neighborhood come regularly to feed them. The 
ducks are named Sam, Mowgli, Yoda and Louie. Their names might change once we can determine their gender. 
       Brother Duane Gregory travelled to Texas for a few days to visit relatives. Brother Robert O'Kane travels back 
and forth to Lafayette, LA, to see to the upkeep of the Brothers cemetery and repairs to the house on Keeney St. 
There will be other Brothers who are planning summer vacations. The community will be attending the District re-
treat in late June. Brother Peter Dudenheffer is planning a Mississippi River Boat Cruise to celebrate the 50th  
Anniversary of Habit Taking. Brother Louis Welker hopes to makes the trip with him. Brother Jeffrey Calligan has 
been working in Australia since late April and should be returning home in mid-July. 
       At the present time all the Brothers of the community are doing fine! Our wonderful staff of nurses and CNAs 
take good care of us. During the summer months, some repairs will be made in and around the residence under the 
ever watchful eye of our Director, Brother Jerry Vincent. Already, we have a nice swing for our patio where the 
Brothers can be seen relaxing after lunch and in the early evening. We are also hoping to get the circular parking 
area in front of the residence repaired. In addition, we look forward to seeing roof repairs completed. 
       We have been having a great deal of rain during the first week of June, but we know that soon we will enter into  
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The Pony Express danced for their captain  and to still 
another  state championship! 



the "dog days of summer." In the meantime, before we hear the sounds of the school bells once again, may God 
bless our journeys, bless the people we meet along the way and bless our returning home. Blessed summer! 
 

Brother Louis Welker, FSC 
Correspondent 
 

School News 
       Saint Paul’s School honored its Class of 2016, the school’s 105th 
graduating class, with the traditional commencement ceremony on May 
14 in the Briggs Assembly Center on Saint Paul’s campus.  167 students 
received diplomas from school president Brother Raymond Bulliard, 
FSC, at the graduation mass celebrated by Reverend Matthew Clark, 
OSB. Mr. Trevor Watkins, Principal, served as Master of Ceremonies, 
while Assistant Principal, Mr. Joe Dickens, and Senior Counselor, Mrs. 
Renee Miller, assisted with awards and diploma presentations. Brother 
Ken Boesch, FSC served as the organist for the ceremony. The Mothers’ 
Club gave an outdoor reception on campus following the ceremony for 
the graduates and their guests. 
       The class of 2016 boasts a number of academic and athletic achieve-
ments. They have been accepted to 90 colleges and universities and have 
earned over 15 million dollars in scholarships.  Eight seniors were     
National Merit Scholarship recipients. 34 seniors were named to All 
State Academic Sports Teams. One senior received a military academy 
appointment. Twelve seniors will attend colleges and universities on 
scholarships that will allow them to continue their athletic careers. 
       Six students have earned the title of Valedictorian for the class of 
2016. They are Luke Avenel, Jacob Broussard, Jack Cheng, Patrick 
Connolly, Ryan Meraux, and Leland van Deventer.  John Cresson and 
Ethan Desforges are the class of 2016 Salutatorians.  The Provincial’s 
Lasallian Award was presented to Austin Grashoff by Brother Jerry 
Vincent FSC. The Signum Fidei, the highest award presented by the 
school’s Brothers Communities, and the Brother Cassian Lange Scholar-
ship were both presented to John Cresson by Brother John Fairfax, FSC. 
       This past spring, Saint Paul's Varsity Soccer team was honored by 
the Army National Guard with the national ranking trophy in a special 
assembly. The honor is part of the MaxPreps’ Tour of Champions, and 
Saint Paul's is one of only ten teams to receive this recognition. The 
Wolves were ranked Number 1 in the nation for a second year by Max 
Preps, which rates over 10,000 high school teams. Max Preps president 
and founder Andy Beal said, "Saint Paul's School is one of a very select 
and elite group of soccer teams to be honored this season. We congratu-
late the coaches, players and the Saint Paul's community for earning the 
Army National Guard national ranking trophy." 
 

Ms. Karen Hebert 
               Correspondent 
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Br. Jerry Vincent presents the Provincial’s Lasallian 
Award to senior Austin Grashoff. 



“The relationships [Jesus] forms with the people who approach 
him manifest something entirely unique and unrepeatable. The 

signs he works, especially in favor of sinners, the poor, the        
marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant to teach 

mercy. Everything in him speaks of mercy. Nothing in him is       
devoid of compassion.”   

 
       With these words from Pope Francis in mind, the participants 
of FSC Days 2016 formed community, reflected on the Lasallian 
mission’s call to go beyond borders, and share in faith experiences.  
16 young men participated in the four-day gathering June 15-18 at 
Mont La Salle.  The gathering included Brothers sharing their     
vocation story in light of going beyond borders, a discussion on  
vocation at Saint Mary’s College, and a reflection on discernment.   
       During the time at Mont La Salle and Saint Mary’s College the 
young men had an opportunity to interact with the various Broth-
ers’ communities.   This included time mass, social, and dinner 
with the Provincialate Community (Mont La Salle, Napa), mass, 
lunch, and a discussion with the Brothers at Saint Mary’s College 
(Moraga, CA), a social with the Holy Family Community (Mont La 
Salle, Napa), and an accompaniment walk with individual Brothers 
at Mont La Salle. 
       Contacts had opportunities for prayer and reflection with 
Brother Chris Patiño, FSC leading a prayer on Jesus’ question 
“Who do you say that I am?” Brother Michael Livaudais, FSC  
leading a prayer on “God’s mercy,” and Brother David Caretti, FSC 
leading a closing prayer service on being light to one another.  In 
addition, participants had time for personal reflection and a Holy 
Hour before the Blessed Sacrament. 
       As always, the spirit of brotherhood was felt strongly among 
the young men as they continue to discern God’s call in their lives.  
One young man commented, “One of the reasons I find these re-
treats helpful is because we are free to truly be ourselves and still 
be appreciated and loved.” 
 
Br. Chris Patiño, FSC  

FSC Days 2016: Proclaiming God’s Mercy Beyond Borders 

VOCATION MINISTRY 
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FSC DAYS 2016 



 

       The first Mission Assembly of the District of San Francisco New Orleans 
took place June 20-23 at Mont La Salle in Napa, CA. 
       61 delegates convened under the banner of the Assembly’s theme, 
“Reaching Beyond Borders”.   Inspired by the 45th General Chapter, the theme 
gave special attention both to the ongoing development of District unity and to 
the urgent call from the center of the Institute on carrying out the Mission today. 
       During the Assembly the delegates, who were selected from existing Dis-
trict leadership councils and associations, worked both as a body and also in 
four groups, each addressing a key thematic area.   The thematic areas were 
Evangelization and Catechesis; Service with the Poor Through Education;    
Formation and Accompaniment for Mission; and Sustainability, Accessibility, 
and Inclusion. 
       The thematic area groups each produced a “directional statement” that    
focused on present and future needs and challenges for the District.  Following 
this, the groups then produced a series of “action statements” that recommend 
specific District strategies for addressing the needs and challenges.  Having 
been reviewed by the body of delegates, both sets of statements will be present-
ed for approval by the District Chapter when it convenes December 28-30, 
2016.  An interim report of the Assembly’s work will be made available to   
District Brothers and Partners prior to then. 
       The overall goal of the Mission Assembly was to assist in charting a course 
of action for the District’s mission and ministries over the next few years.  In 
remarks made at the Assembly’s closing dinner, Brother Donald Johanson, 
FSC, Visitor, said, “I think about the fact that we have much work ahead of us, 
and it will be hard work.  However, as I look out at the people gathered in this 
room and your gifts and dedication, I know that the District is in good hands.” 
 

There is more on the Mission Assembly at delasalle.org.  
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Br. Kenneth Boesch 
Br. Raymond Bulliard 
Br. Stanislaus Campbell 
Br. David Caretti 
Br. Gale Condit 
Br. Ronald Gallagher 
Br. Nick Gonzalez 
Br. Jack Henderson 
Br. Charles Hilken 
Br. Donald Johanson 
Br. Thomas Jones 
Br. James Joost  
Br. Edmond Larouche 
Br. Michael Livaudais 
Br. John Montgomery 
Br. Donald Mouton 
Br. Mark Murphy 
Br. Christopher Patiño  
Br. David Sinitiere 
Br. George Van Grieken 
Br. Tom Westberg 
Ms. Kenenna Amuzie 
Mr. Heath Barker 
Mr. Lorcan Barnes 
Mr. John Bordelon 
Mr. Gary Cannon 
Mr. Bob Carrejo 
Mr. Chuck Carroll 
Mr. Mike Daniels  
Mr. Mark DeMarco 
Mr. Jim Donahue  
Mr. Martin Farfan 
Mr. John Fox 
Mr. Chris Giangregorio 
Mr. Taylor Gantt 
Ms. Pamela Gleeson 
Mr. Sam Govea 
Mr. Richard Gray 
Mr. Tim Hennessy 
Mr. Pete Imperial 
Mr. Robert Jordan  
Mr. Tim Joy 
Mr. Ted Kanelopoulos 
Mr. Paul Kelly 
Ms. Janell Kloosterman  
Mr. Greg Kopra 
Mr. Andrew Kuffner 
Mr. Charles Legendre 
Mr. Marc Milano 
Mr. Tim McGree 
Ms. Patti O’Mara  
Ms. Marilyn Paquette 
Mr. Matt Powell 
Mr. Michael Prat 
Ms. Janet Ruggiero 
Mr. Joey Scaffidi 
Mr. Gery Short  
Ms. Carole Swain 
Mr. Carl Unrein 
Mr. Trevor Watkins  
Mr. Joe Welling  

DISTRICT VISTAS 

http://www.delasalle.org/2016/06/mission-assembly-news-updates/


PAGE 26 

MISSION ASSEMBLY 2016 



 Bill Plageman, longtime De La Salle Institute attorney, April 1,  San Francisco, CA. 

 Jean LoCoco, sister-in-law of Brother Bernard LoCoco, FSC, May 1, Wheeling, IL. 

 Sr. Brendan Jordan, C.PP.S., AFSC, longtime Lasallian Partner, May 15, Denver, CO. 

 Thomas Donnelly, father of Brother Chris Donnelly, FSC, June 14, Oakland, CA. 

 Mark Medeiros, longtime Lasallian Partner, June 21, Berkeley, CA 

 Brother DeSales Benning, FSC, June 25, Mont La Salle, Napa, CA 

 Dolores Heredia, sister of Brother Edmond Larouche, FSC, June 25, San Pablo, CA 

Requiescat in Pace  
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PASSAGES & PRAYERS 

Papal Intentions  

June 

Universal: Human Solidarity 

 That the aged, marginalized, and those who have no one may find–even within the huge    

 cities of the world–opportunities for encounter and solidarity. 

Evangelization: Seminarians and Novices 

 That seminarians and men and women entering religious life may have mentors who live the 

 joy of the Gospel and prepare them wisely for their mission. 
 

July 

Universal: Indigenous Peoples 

 That indigenous peoples, whose identity and very existence are threatened, will be shown  

 due respect. 

Evangelization: Latin America and the Caribbean 

 That the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, by means of her mission to the        

 continent, may announce the Gospel with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.  
 

August 

Universal: Sports 

 That sports may be an opportunity for friendly encounters between peoples and may         

 contribute to peace in the world. 

Evangelization: Living the Gospel 

 That Christians may live the Gospel, giving witness to faith, honesty, and love of neighbor. 
 

September 

Universal: Centrality of the Human Person 

 That each may contribute to the common good and to the building of a society that places  

 the human person at the center. 

Evangelization: Mission to Evangelize 

 That by participating in the Sacraments and meditating on Scripture, Christians may become 

 more aware of their mission to evangelize. 


