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Storytellers 
      In the Norman Maclean novella, A River Runs Through It, the author recounts a brief 

conversation that he once had with his father: 

Long ago, when I was a young man, my father said to me, 
"Norman, you like to write stories." And I said, "Yes, I do.” Then he said, 
"Someday, when you're ready, you might tell our family story. 
Only then will you understand what happened and why." 

       While Dateline District is referred to as a newsletter, it actually is a storybook.  What 
seem at first to be rote reports on typical District activity turn out to be anything but.  They are, 
in fact, the voices of our family telling us the stories that then tell us who we are.  For example, 
in the pages of this  issue: 

 You will read about students of our newest school revealing how it is changing their lives in
ways that they had assumed would never be within their reach.

 You will read how our Community in Tijuana finds a balance between the deep pain of
a nation in turmoil and the simple fun of ice cream named after Aztec gods.

 You will read about how each Christmas our school in Denver turns itself into its
neighborhood’s family living room for the sake of its children’s happiness.

 You will read about how our school in Berkeley came together to mourn the sudden and
hard loss of one of its shining stars.  Then, you will read about how a former Brother and his
family celebrated the nearly-miraculous survival of its newest member.

Ultimately, it seems that the stories that our correspondents tell about a few of us end
up somehow being about all of us.  They dissolve any illusion that, because of time and distance, 
our worlds are different and apart.  As they present for us the human and divine moments of 
one another’s lives, we are able to recognize in them all of the many places where we touch 
and how very much we are profoundly together and profoundly the same.  That’s what 
good stories do, and our District is filled with them. 

      Thank you to our storytellers for telling our Lasallian family story, so that we might 
understand what happened and why.  Enjoy their gifts. 
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Renewal Retreat 
February 5-7 

St. Joseph’s Camp 

Discerning Leaders 
Workshop 

February 8-10 
Mont La Salle 

Called & Chosen 
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Around The Institute 

 

Pepper-Uppers 

Brother Thomas Westberg, FSC has been appointed Sub-Director of the RELAN Novitiate, effective July 1.  
Read the full story here. 
  
Dr. Margaret McCarty, executive director of Christian Brothers Conference, has announced her resignation 
effective June 1, 2015.  Dr. McCarty will leave the Conference after four years of service as its first executive 
director.  Read the full story here. 
 

Brother Gustavo Ramírez Barba, FSC, has been appointed by Superior General Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, 
to serve the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools as General Councilor.  Brother Gustavo will ac-

company Lasallian Higher Education.  Read the full story here. 
 

Two of the 20 Cardinals recently appointed by Pope Francis have Lasallian connections.  Archbishop  
Berhaneyesus Demerew Souraphiel, C.M., of Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) attended Bisrate Gabriel School, 
a RELAN twinning school in Dire Dawa.  Archbishop Charles Maung Bo, S.D.B., of Yangon (Myanmar), 
was a participant in the Sangre de Cristo fall, 1999 session.  Read the full story here. 
 

Five Lasallian schools are ranked as the most diverse private schools in America according to Niche.com, a 
school review service.  Nine Lasallian schools rank among the top 66.  Read the full rankings here.  
 

Registration continues for the Lasallian Association of Secondary School Chief Administrators Conference, 
February 22-25 in San Diego, CA.  To register, click here.   Registration continues for returning participants 
of the Brother John Johnston Institute of Contemporary Lasallian Practice.  To register, click here. 

I always wanted to be somebody, but now I realize that I should have been more specific. 
 
As a child, my family’s dinner menu always consisted of the same two items: take it or leave it. 
 
Did you ever notice that the first piece of luggage on the carousel never belongs to anyone? 
 
A compromise is an agreement whereby both parties get what neither of them wanted. 
 
You are a teacher if you can tell when there is a full moon without ever having to look outside.  
 
When she turned 60, grandma started walking 5 miles day.  Now she’s 90 and we have no idea where she is. 
 
My theory is that most health food recipes are based on a dare. 
 
Money won't buy happiness, but it will pay for a large research firm to study the problem. 
 
You know you’re old when your doctor calls to tell you that your blood type has been discontinued. 

http://www.lasallian.info/2015/01/22/brother-thomas-westberg-appointed-novitiate-sub-director/
http://www.lasallian.info/2014/12/19/dr-margaret-mccarty-announces-resignation/
http://www.lasalle.org/en/2014/12/generalate-br-gustavo-ramirez-barba-appointed-general-councilor/
http://www.lasallian.info/2015/01/09/two-cardinals-have-lasallian-connections/
https://k12.niche.com/rankings/private-high-schools/most-diverse/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=RankingsList&utm_term=RLP%200
http://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/2015-lassca-conference/
http://www.lasallian.info/programs-events/johnston/2014-brother-john-johnston-institute/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/billvaugha173977.html?src=t_funny


Archbishop Rummel High School 
 

Top LSU Graduates 
       Alumni Lane Arcana and Trey Campbell, both    
Archbishop Rummel graduates from the Class of 2011, 
received the Louisiana State University Medal for the 
highest GPA in their respective colleges at LSU’s recent 
commencement.  Lane Arcana, Bachelor of Science from 
the E. J. Ourso College of Business, and Trey Campbell, 
Bachelor of Science from the College of Human Sciences 
and Education, both graduated with highest honors just 
3.5 years after graduating from Archbishop Rummel.   
 
Advent Reflections 
       For the Christmas season, faculty and staff members 
shared on each day of the Advent season reflections on 
the day’s gospel or on some aspect of their lives as 
Lasallian educators.  Some of the reflections were general, 
some were specific, some were lengthy, some were simple, 
and some were very personal.  The small booklet was 
distributed to all faculty and staff members and parents, 
who were encouraged to read each day’s reflection  dur-
ing Advent.  Brother Michael Livaudais, FSC, and Dane 
Brackvitch organized the reflection effort for the school. 
 
Advent: Season of Hope   
       In early December, Campus Ministry welcomed parents, 
teachers, and friends of Archbishop Rummel to share an 
evening of Advent reflection, “Advent: Season of Hope.”  
The evening began with a shared meal and conversation. 
Following the meal, Dr. Tom Neal, Academic Dean of 
Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans, offered prayer, 
reflection and stories, each serving as a reminder of and 
a call to live the deeper meaning of the hope in Christmas. 
 
HeadStart Christmas  
       Just days before Christmas, Archbishop Rummel’s 
Operation HeadStart, together with Angels’ Place charities, 
hosted about 40 children with life- threatening diseases 
and their families. Families were treated to Santa, Disney 
characters, crafts, food, and gifts collected by Angels‘ 
Place. The party brought Operation HeadStart members, 
alumni, parents, alumni, and faculty/staff together to 
serve those facing difficulty.  
 
Window Walls Replacement  
       The window walls replacement on the campus has 

From Our Communities & Ministries 

now moved to the Severn Avenue side of the building. 
Beginning last summer, the massive project continues 
as the school looks forward to having new windows on 
campus.  The $2.7 million project is replacing 52-year-
old windows that have been leaking every time the area 
has a hard rain. Classrooms have had to be moved and 
offices also have been affected by the project, which 
should be completed by the summer of 2015. 
 
State Champion Cheerleaders 
       At the conclusion of the fall semester, the Raider 
cheerleaders traveled to the Monroe Civic Center in 
Monroe, LA, for the 2014 LHSAA State Championship 
Cheerleading Competition.  At the end of competition, 
the Raider cheerleaders were named the 2014 LHSAA 
State Champions of the Varsity Coed division.  They re-
ceived a winning bid to participate in the 2015 National 
High School Cheerleading Championship in Orlando, FL, 
in the Varsity Coed division and in the Game Day com-
petition.  They will compete for the National Champion-
ship in early February 2015, at the Wide World of Sports 
Complex in Orlando. 
 
UNO Space Day 
       A cohort of eighth-grade science students participated 
at the University of New Orleans Space Day. Working in 
engineering design teams, students took on three projects.  
First, each team assembled a paper rocket to compete 
among all participating schools for the longest distance 
launched.  Next, students used everyday materials to  
 

Senior Dylan Mire works with Angels’ Place kids.  



who lives nearby. Br. Mariano Lopez teaches full-time in 
the school and is much involved in school activities. Your 
correspondent joined the community in 2009 as a retiree 
but has been busy completing the monthly obituaries of 
the deceased brothers, affiliated members, and bene-
factors who served in the Deep South and Southwest 
from 1850 to 1914. At Br. Timothy Coldwell’s direction 
during his last months as NO-SF Visitor, he is preparing a 
final edited copy of them for the district archives. Br. 
Timothy also directed him to make sure that every historical 
document of his and other documents that he edited 
and published be printed and sent to the archives.  
       Our two Lasallian Volunteers, Miss Sheila Garcia and 
Miss Catherine Buck, joined the community at the end 
of last July and quickly became integrated into our com-
munity life, which includes taking turns as cook and as 
prayer leader. Finally, two male senior students from St. 
Mary College in Moraga, CA, joined us the day after 
Christmas to work on a service project required for 
graduation. They too participate fully in our community 
life, and will stay until the end of the month.  
       We four Brothers visited family during the holidays.  
Br. Alphonse flew to New Orleans and Br. James to Houston.  
Br. Mariano drove to Santa Fe to visit his mother, and 
Br. Nick spent time with his mother here in El Paso. Br. 
Melvin Pelton from Denver visited us during the holidays 
before leaving to visit a friend. 
 

Brother James N. Grahmann, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Cathedral High School — Los Angeles  
 

Community News 
       HAPPPY NEW YEAR!  from our home away from 
home.  The work remodeling our house on Bishops 
Road is moving along very well. It may be finished in 
April, but we will not be moving in until June. Believe it 
or not, workmen  in the house say that have experienced 
sightings of ghostly figures. Bones from former burials 
have been removed from diggings in the basement. This 
is Phantom Land. 
       Brother La Salle had a great time celebrating the 
Giants' win in the World Series, since this is Dodger 
country and there are many in the community who are 
Dodger fans. 
       The community had a wonderful evening on October 
25 when the  Brothers went to dinner out and then 
attended the musical, Pippin, at the Pantages Theater in 
Hollywood. It was a rerun of the original with lots of 
acrobatics to go with the story line. 
     Brother  John attended with some students  the 
World Affairs Council at the Century Plaza Hotel in    

assemble the highest stand-alone structure they could 
build.  Third, teams launched a rail-guided balloon to arrive 
at but not collide into a model space docking station.   
 
Nutrition Scientists 
       Students in Biomedical class worked in to find the 
nutritional content in various foods.  Some of the results 
were surprising to the freshman scientists as they per-
formed similar experiments that were originally used for 
nutrition labels found on foods in the grocery.  
 
President’s Assembly 
       The second president’s assembly of the year was 
filled with many events, recognitions, and speakers.  With 
Brother Gale Condit, FSC, President, as host, the morning 
session included an informative talk by Dr. Kim           
Jovanovich, University of New Orleans engineering 
dean, who lectured about the importance of all subjects 
in the classroom.  Also speaking was Fr. William Maestri 
of the Bishop Perry Center, and Mr. David Mutter, ’72, 
who thanked student volunteers at the center.  Senior 
Randy Gervais also spoke about his new sock line 
(www.checkerboxusa.com) that has gone national. The 
morning concluded with the traditional signing of the 
alma mater and fight song.  
 

Mr. Joseph Serio 
Correspondent 

 

Cathedral High School — El Paso 
 

Community News 
       For the first time in years we have a full house, with 
no empty bed for even one visitor.  Our community   
director, Br. Alphonse LeBlanc, is retired but teaching 
part time. Br. Nick González is now president of the 
school and principal support for his 90-year old mother, 
 

Eighth Grader Dylan Dunn (kneeling) at Space Day. 

http://www.checkerboxusa.com


     The community had a surprise visit from Brother Dan 
Morgan on December 31. He attended the game at the 
Rose Bowl between his favorite Oregon team and Florida 
State. He was rewarded with a great win by Oregon. The 
Brothers on New Year's Eve were greeted at midnight not 
just with the sound of firecrackers and gun shots but by 
several loud explosions. Could it have been the Bomb Squad, 
which has its facilities one house away, celebrating? 
 

Brother La Salle Bossong, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Centro La Salle 
 

Life in Tijuas* 
 

October, 2014 
       The month began with a flurry of activities in prepa-
ration for the Visiting Team Visit and the Canonical Visit 
of the Brother Visitors from both Districts. 
          Brothers Carlos Castañeda, Michael Ávila, and Chris 
Patiño arrived to assess the work of our Self-Evaluation. 
This visit was the culmination of a year's worth of work 
involving students, faculty, and Patronato. A shout-out 
to Michael and Chris for making the time and effort to 
support our educational work south of the boarder. The 
end result is a Master Plan for educational/pastoral center.         
       On October 5, our volunteer "Pita" and I attended 
the Entijuanarte at the CECUT (Tijuana Arts Center). This 
annual event hosts expositions by local, national, and 
international artists. *It is the rage in the contemporary 
arts community to refer to Tijuana as "Tijuas."    
     We celebrated Pita’s birthday with an evening dinner 
with the members of the Patronato.  I spent an enjoyable 
afternoon and evening preparing an Italian dinner for 
Pita and our guests. She received at least six birthday cakes.   
       Brothers Donald and Gustavo arrived on the last 
weekend of October to begin their annual joint visit to 
the Community and Educational Center.  I met Br. Donald 
at the end of the San Ysidro-Tijuana Blue Line Trolley 
and we walked across the international boarder and 
made our way to the community. Brother Gustavo arrived 
a day later. One topic of discussion between the Visitors 
was the renewal of the North Mexico-San Francisco 
New Orleans agreement regarding the support of our 
education work and community.  We enjoyed the presence 
of our two Brother Visitors, their positive comments, 
and the challenges they presented to us as we animate 
this Lasallian work here in our boarder city.                
       During the last week of October Pita created two 
wonderful altars for the celebration of the Day of the Dead 
(Día de los Muertos): one in our educational center  
chapel and one in the community chapel.  
 

Beverley Hills, where on two different occasions he 
heard Prince Turki  Bin Faisal of Saudi Arabia and former 
President Bill Clinton speak. The audience was permitted 
to ask questions as well. Brother John was impressed by 
both speakers and said he learned a lot about world affairs 
from them. Brother Roch attended on another occasion. 
     The production, Shrek the Musical, was presented at 
the school November 6 - 15 to sold out audiences. Rave 
reviews followed. Brother Roch was the producer and 
Walter Durham stage constructor. Joe Walsh was the 
director. Many thought that this was the best show ever. 
     Cathedral High's gym was the scene for the reception 
of the religious habits for Brothers Roberto Martinez 
and Patrick Martin. Parents and friends attended the 
ceremony and a luncheon followed. Brother Roberto is 
now teaching at Sacred Heart Cathedral  and Brother 
Patrick at De La Salle in Concord. 
     On November 9,  Veterans' Day, veterans who went 
to Cathedral  and other veterans from the areas attended 
a luncheon reception in the gym. Mr. Danny Garcia, a 
former Marine veteran and keynote speaker who 
attended Cathedral, spoke to the group. Other speeches 
followed and some awards were presented. 
     The school’s 17th Annual Scholarship Dinner was 
held December 12 at the Highland Center in Hollywood. 
Sister Elizabeth Galt received the Excellence Education 
Award, Mr.Tim Smith was the guest speaker, and Mr. 
Tim Aldrete received the Phantom For LIfe award. Since 
its inception in 1998, the Scholarship Banquet has raised 
three million dollars for financial assistance. 
     Also on December 12, the faculty held its Christmas 
luncheon at Steven's Steak House. Two members of the 
staff who are leaving after many years of service, 
Mr.Rito Garay and Mrs. Nancy Collier, were honored. 
Speeches were made and plaques presented. There 
were a few tears as well. 
     A vocation retreat was held at the Mater de La Rosa 
in Pasadena for nine Contacts who are interested in the 
Brothers' life. The Brothers from Cathedral attended 
prayers and a luncheon for the group  on December 22.  
Brother James Joost was the organizer and leader of the 
session. Six graduates from  Cathedral and two from San 
Miguel High School participated. Brother Chris Patiño 
accompanied those from Tucson. 
     Brother Roch took a much needed vacation, having 
spent so much energy and time setting up the facilities 
and  organizing the moving for the Brothers' temporary 
home. During Christmas break, he went on an East 
Asian tour beginning at Hong Kong. 
     On December 26, Brother John visited home in Sacra-
mento and spent a few days at the Russian River cele-
brating with the Brothers as they welcomed in the New Year. 



National Crisis 
       Since September, the nation has been living a night-
mare.  In September, the Municipal President of Iguala 
in the State of Guerrero turned over 43 students from a 
local teacher training institute to local police, who then 
turned over the students to a local organized crime unit 
called Guerreros Unidos.  The students were killed and 
their remains burned and buried. In December, the re-
mains were found and sent to Austria for identification. 
The President Municipal and his wife have been arrested, 
in addition to 23 Municipal police, members of organized 
crime, and others.   
       Massive peaceful and violent protests have taken 
place in the State of Guerrero and in all states of the 
Mexican Republic, including Tijuana (peaceful).  The 
President has called for the abolition the Municipal Police 
in the entire nation and a restructuring of the Attorney 
General's Office.  State Police would be the replacement 
for local police. The leftist political party PRD (Partido 
Revolution Democratico), which controls the State of 
Guerrero,  has come under intense fire, and its founder 
has abandoned his own political party.   
 

December 2014 
       The first week of December began the last week of 
classes of our 13-week Fall semester. Brother Richard 
Orona passed part of a day with us on his way back from 
San Felipe. We ended on December 5 with our Fiesta 
Day.  We celebrated Eucharist with our students, awarded 
100-hour diplomas, and then began nonstop expositions, 
music, dance, and fun until late in the afternoon. The 
day ended with a Christmas Concert by our choir.   
     We dedicated the Second Sunday of Advent as a 
Community Day.  We prepared breakfast, attended Mass 
at Saint Francisco downtown, ate lunch at Tecumano, 
an Argentinean restaurant that features empanadas, 
went to a Christmas Concert at the Tijuana Cultural Center, 
and ended the day with tamales and gifts.  
       Our holiday celebrations continued with a dinner 
with our Patronato.  We began the evening with an   
Advent reflection and prayer. Our volunteer Pita took 
off for Monterrey to spend time with family and friends.   
       On December 1 and 12, our choir sang at the Municipal 
Administration Center. (In Mexico, states do not have 
cities and counties but, instead, municipalities.  We have a 
municipal president  and administration that governs 
the city of Tijuana and all territory that is in its territorial 
boundary.) We then attended another Christmas Concert 
performed by the Archdiocesan Choir hosted by one of 
our local parishes.  They began with known pieces in 
Latin and then moved into tradition and modern religious 
Christmas music.  
       On December 12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

November 2014 
       The Feast of All Saints blessed Tijuana with much 
needed rain early in the morning. The month began 
with the community hosting the first semester regional 
gathering.  Brothers from the communities in Hermosillo 
and Ciudad Obregón came for a day of meetings, sharing 
and social gatherings.  We celebrated the All Souls Day 
Sunday Mass in our community chapel on Saturday 
evening. We then headed out for tacos at Taconazo.  
       On November 10 we received the 2014 Silver Angel 
State Award for Altruism.  The award was presented by 
the Red Social,  which is an association of non-governmental 
organizations (ONGs). We assisted tat he Award Ceremony 
along with a number of our Patronato in Playas de Rosarito. 
Our Patronato sponsored the almost-annual Noche Bohemia 
(Bohemian Night) in the patio of our educational center. 
The night was filled with music, food, wine, and good cheer.   
       We took a day off from classes on November 17 to 
celebrate the Mexican Revolution. Taking place 1910-
1920, it was one of the great revolutionary upheavals of 
the twentieth century. It began as a movement against 
the 30-year Presidency of Porfirio Díaz and the injustice 
that his dictatorship-oligarchy created. 
       We celebrated Brother Ernesto's 83rd birthday on 
November 21 with breakfast at Sanborns on the "Revu", a 
festive lunch at home, and tamales and birthday cake 
after classes in the evening.   
       Brother David García, Vocation Ministry, spent a 
couple days with us.  Each year, he does at series of 
presentations at Colegio la Paz, a pre-school through 
high school operated by the Sisters of the Holy Spirit. 
This was the first catholic school in the city of Tijuana.      
       We went to see the new film, La Dictadura Perfecta
(The Perfect Dictatorship), a movie that exposes the 
symbiotic relationship between politics and the mass 
media, and how the public image of politicians is made 
and destroyed, the truth is distorted, and the public is 
manipulated.  The movie is a blend of comedy, drama, 
and cynicism.   
       The month ended with a few days of hot winds off 
the desert (Santa Ana conditions).  
 

Glimpses of Tijuana History 
       Tijuana has its own minaret.  It was constructed as 
part of the Agua Caliente Casino in 1926 and is a symbol 
of this once-famous casino. It is a fine example of Spanish- 
Moorish influence design.  It is 200 feet high and after 
90 years, it still stands prominent as a part of the Tijuana 
skyline.  The minaret served as a chimney expelling the 
smoke and gasses from the boilers that heated water 
for the hotel and casino complex.  The former casino 
complex currently  serves as a Federal High School,  
Lazaro Cardenas, considered to be one of the best in the city.   
 



surrounded by its mountains and lullabies and humming 
birds, was chosen by the god of the wind to become the 
home of his son, Tepozteco.  Thus an ice cream dedicated 
to him was born, Nieve de Tepozteco, and later Nieve 
de Chinelo, which is dedicated to the demigods who 
spoke with the wind, and Nieve Xicun, dedicated to the 
guardian of the sacred waterfall.  Come and visit and I 
will be happy to take you out for tacos and ice cream! 
       As I put the finishing touches on this edition of the 
newsletter, our community in Tijuas would like to thank 
the communities that sent us Christmas greetings and 
wish all a blessed, happy and prosperous 2015. 
 

Brother Steven Vasoli, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

De La Salle High School — New Orleans 
 

       Under the direction of Dr. Michael Guillot, President, 
and Dr. Myles Seghers ’65, Principal, De La Salle High 
School of New Orleans celebrates its sixty-fifth anniversary 
with some milestone achievements, including a nine-
teen percent enrollment increase over the last two 
years. This marks three consecutive years of growth in 
first-choice applications. Over the last five years, the 
school has seen a forty-four percent increase in the 
number of seventh and eighth graders making us their 
top choice for secondary education, resulting in our 
highest student enrollment since Hurricane Katrina. 
 

Classrooms of the Future 
       De La Salle’s Digital Media Production Studio com-
pletes the initial phase of the Classrooms of the Future 
project construction. Students are using the studio to 
create video, apps for smart-phones, interactive video 
gaming platforms, and animated films. A partnership 
with Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
DreamWorks Films is giving new creative expression to 
our students.  

 it was announced that Brother Gustavo Ramírez was 
named by the Superior General as an Institute Counselor. 
His leadership of the District will be missed.         
       On December 14, thousands  of Only Angels came 
roaring into town on their Harleys with thousands of toys 
for Tijuana's needy children.  Part of Calle Revolución 
was closed off for this annual Toy Run that had its be-
ginnings 29 years ago.  Cyclists come from San Diego, 
Tijuana, Rosarito, Los Angeles, San Bernadino, Mexicali, 
Tecate, San Luis Río Colorado, and Hermosillo.  
       Juan Ignacio and Ernesto took off  on December 20 
for Mexico City for a few days before heading to Cuerna-
vaca for the District Christmas Celebration on December 
24-25.  I headed to Stockton on the 22nd to spend time 
with my mother and visit family in San Jose.  On Christ-
mas evening I flew to Los Angeles and then onto Mexico 
City, arriving early morning on December 26.  Then 
boarded a bus to Cuernava.   
       The bi-district retreat was held at the retreat center 
"La Tetula".  Brother Álvaro Rodríguez was the presenter.  
He based the retreat on the 1714 Letter of the Principal 
Brothers to John Baptist de La Salle to return from     
Parmanie and resume responsibilities for the Institute. 
We all returned on a morning flight to a very cold Tijuana.  
As we were landing we could see snow on top of a num-
ber of U.S. and Mexico mountain tops. On New Year's 
Eve we attended  Eucharist in our local parish and re-
turned to a wonderful dinner at Sanborns. 
 

Christmas in México 
       One of the traditions that marks the Christmas season 
is the pastoral play.  These light comedies represent the 
difficulties the pastors encounter trying to arrive in Belen 
to see the newborn Christ child.  During their journey, 
they have to overcome the devil that represents the 
seven capital sins.  The Archangel Michael confronts 
Lucifer (good verses evil), and always wins.  The pastoral 
play was created by the Franciscans in the XVI century 
as a form of evangelization.  Pastoral plays are performed  
in schools, churches and neighborhoods during December.   
 

In Search of Gourmet Tacos and Ice Cream 
       Tijuana is rapidly becoming a foodie city on the 
boarder.  My friends and I have discovered two gourmet 
taco places. One in Playas de Tijuana, called La Choza, 
features whole wheat tortillas and creative beef, chicken, 
portabello, and vegetarian tacos.  The other is Kocopelli, 
which sells tacos from an on-wheels shack close to our 
school, and also from a funky restaurant in mid-town.  
They specialize in shrimp, squid, and portobello tacos 
with home-made mild and hot sauces.  The best ice 
cream in town is Tepoznieves, which features, at last 
count, 62 flavors.  The ice cream chain was born in a 
little Mexican village named Tepoztlán.  This village,   

De La Salle students at work in the school’s new  
Digital Media Production Studio  



       All of this news has made for a great school year so 
far, and we look forward to even more achievements in 
the semester to come! 
 

Mr. Dustin Farris 
Correspondent 

 

Hilary House Community 
 

       During the Christmas holidays Br. Don Mouton and 
Br. Jim Brown remained in Santa Fe. Br. Ron Bartusiak 
left the cold of Santa Fe to spend ten days in the cold of 
Denver visiting family members. He enjoyed the visit. 
       Br. Don has two full classes of 30 students each for 
Spring 2015 at Santa Fe University of Art & Design in 
Religion Studies. He will also be teaching Introduction to 
Christian Theology at Lewis University-Albuquerque  
during the Spring session. 
       Br. Jim will resume his volunteer Campus Ministry 
work at Santa Fe Community College as well as 
continue to do the bookkeeping for the St. Michael's 
Brothers Community along with that for Hilary House. 
 

Brother Jim Brown, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Holy Family Community — Mont La Salle 
 

       The De La Salle Institute staff conducted a prayer 
service for the welfare of immigrants in the Founder’s 
Chapel on October 8. Led by Brother Mark Murphy, the 
service included prayers together, scriptural readings, 
reflections, and Prayers of the Faithful. Also attending 
were Brothers from the Provincialate and Holy Family 
communities. Following the service was an elegant 
luncheon in the Conference Center Dining Hall, pre-
pared under executive chef Juan Zavala and his staff. 
       On October 8, at Saint Mary’s College, Moraga, 
Brother George Van Grieken gave a lecture for the 8th 
Annual International Lasallian Days of Peace; and on the 
10th he gave presentations to the freshman Religion 
classes at Christian Brothers High School, Sacramento. 
       The Holy Family and Provincialate communities 
joined at a 5:00 o’clock evening Mass in the Founder’s 
Chapel on October 9, in honor of our Brother Martyrs of 
Turon. Also attending were three members of our nursing 
staff, Patricia, Virginia, and Dominique, plus Heather Ruple 
of the De La Salle Institute staff. Celebrant of the Mass 
was Father James, Holy Family chaplain from the Car-
melite monastery in Oakville. After the Mass, there was 
a social and dinner in the Conference Center Dining Hall. 
       Brother Casimir Reichlin died peacefully in his sleep 
early in the morning of October 11, just one day after  

     The Digital Media Production Studio joins these already- 
completed Classrooms of the Future: 
• The Collaboration Room - a learning space designed for 
young people to have conversations about their learning 
and their work in a comfortable and inviting setting. 
• The Creativity Studio - a workspace that inspires and 
gives expression to creative projects among our students, 
with state-of-the-art computers and software, a large 
interactive monitor, a large format printer and a 3D printer. 
• The Critical Thinking Center - a classroom focusing on 
Chess Studies, since playing chess is a great way to en-
hance critical thinking, higher order reasoning, and 
attention span. It houses sixteen instructional boards, a 
demonstration board with ceiling camera, and a closed 
circuit monitor that allows students to play with anyone 
anywhere in the world in real time. 
 

Advanced Placement Program 
       De La Salle is also celebrating remarkable achieve-
ments in Advanced Placement. Ninety percent of students 
taking AP exams scored a three or higher out of five 
possible points. In comparison, only 37.2% of students 
in the state of Louisiana scored a three or higher. De La 
Salle students also recorded nine perfect test scores, 
which serves as a tribute to our students and faculty. 
 

Praise for 2014 Maroon Legend Yearbook 
       De La Salle High’s 2014 edition of our yearbook, the 
Maroon Legend,  placed third overall in the state in the 
Louisiana Scholastic Press Association’s yearbook cri-
tique/competition. Using the theme, “It’s All About 
Change,” the 2014 staff members covered the school’s 
growth and change throughout the year. The book was 
advised by 25-year De La Salle veteran Kathleen Calder, 
who retired at the end of the 2013-2014 school year. 
 

Athletic News 
       This year, De La Salle enjoyed successful fall athletic 
seasons in both football and volleyball. The Cavalier 
football team earned its first playoff victory in 45 years, 
while our girls’ volleyball team won the district champi-
onship and a playoff game. 
 

The 2014-15 De La Salle High School students and faculty. 



Buckley. Father James had been a long-time     
member of the Carmelite monastery in Oakville. 

 Brother Ray Bonderer from the Midwest District 
spent the last weekend in November with us. 

        

       At the Kairos 53 retreat for seniors at Christian 
Brothers High School in Sacramento, held at the Jesuit 
Retreat Center in Applegate, CA, on November 11-14, 
Brother George Van Grieken was one of the presenters 
and also an adult leader for small groups. 
       Then Brother George attended the Huether Confer-
ence in Chicago, November 20–23 . The theme: The 
Lasallian Mission – Word, Witness, and Invitation. He 
was involved in the workshops. On that Saturday, Brothers 
Robert Wickman, Richard Herlihy, and George spent 
some quality time with Cardinal Francis George, whom 
they had known as “Father” George in the early 1980’s 
when they lived together in Brighton, MA. 
       Brother Camillus Chavez, his broken leg having 
healed well enough so he could walk, left us on November 
22 for “home” at Saint Mary’s College. His escort was 
Father John Norris and Brother Dominic Ruegg.  
       A Mass of the Resurrection was held on December 9 
in the Main Chapel for Lilia Sanchez, mother of Alberto 
Sanchez of our De La Salle Institute staff. A good number 
of Brothers from our Holy Family community attended. 
The chapel was full. Brother George Van Grieken was 
the organist. 
       And on December 13, there was the funeral liturgy 
here for Brother Myron Collins, followed by burial in the 
Brothers’ cemetery. Celebrant of the Mass was Father 
Tom McElligott, chaplain of the Saint Mary’s College 
Brothers community. He was assisted by Father John 
Norris, OP, chaplain of the Saint Mary’s College Alemany 
community, and by deacon Charles Stanton. Brother 
Richard Lemberg delivered the eulogy. The choir, the 
“Sacred Music Choir,” was from Saint Mary’s College. 
Brother Martin Yribarren was the organist. 

returning from the hospital. He was 89 years old. The 
Mass of the Resurrection was offered at Saint Mary’s 
College on Friday evening, the 17th. The following 
morning, there was a prayer service in the main chapel 
here at Mont La Salle. Then the burial in the Brothers 
cemetery. 
       John Finnegan, who retired on September 3 after 12 
years on our nursing staff, has returned to be on call. 

       On Halloween morning, some 22 toddlers from 
Saint John’s Catholic School in Napa made their tradi-
tional “Trick or Treat” visit to our community. Each child 
was in a different costume. No tricks, but treats aplenty. 
As a finale, the youngsters entertained with a song-and-
dance routine. Their next stop was at the De La Salle 
Institute staff. 
       Father Pat LaBelle, OP, AFSC, member of our Holy 
Family community while recuperating from a serious leg 
infection, left on October 31st to enter Alma Via, a resi-
dence of the Sisters of Mercy in San Francisco. As a me-
mento of his stay with us, we presented him with an 
enlarged color photo of our community, on the back of 
which the Brothers, nurses, and working staff, wrote 
notes of appreciation and farewell. 
       Father Michael Buckley, OCD, who had been living 
with us since the August 24th earthquake heavily dam-
aged the monastery in Oakville, returned to his commu-
nity on November 6th, the day after his 94th birthday. 
       Among our visitors and guests:  
 

 Brothers Tom Westberg and Roberto Martinez from 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory. 

 Father Sal Ragusa, Salvatorian, former student chap-
lain at Saint Mary’s College for 20 years. Presently 
he is chaplain at Holy Names University in Oakland. 

 David Suttie, DDS, friend of Father Michael Buckley 
and of Brother Conrad Kearney. 

 Father James Geoghegan, OCD, from the Carmelite 
monastery in San Jose, visiting Father Michael  

Holy Family Community Brothers and staff members 
greet trick-or-treeters from St. John’s School.   

The Brothers and Sister of the La Salle Vietnam House Community 
deliver Christmas greetings to Br. Warren Stewart. 



 has served on the Queen of the Valley Hospital Foundation, 
the American Canyon Chamber of Commerce, the Napa 
Rotary Club, and the Queen of the Valley Health Care 
for the Poor Committee. His new post at the State Capi-
tol will mark the end of his 14-year post as a Napa Coun-
ty Supervisor. He is also a distinguished member of the 
Justin-Siena Alumni Hall of Honor. 
       In 2014, Dodd was honored by the Napa Chamber of 
Commerce as Citizen of the Year for his work in raising 
more than $3 million dollars for local charities to help 
those individuals who need it most. 
 

Hall of Honor Inducts Three Alums 
       Justin-Siena inducted three  
special alumni into the school’s Hall 
of Honor on October 3.  The 2014 
honorees were Mark Cassayre ’89 
for Alumnus of the Year; Megan 
Savage Dominici ’92 for Excellence 
in Service; and Olivia Everett ’04  
for Outstanding Young Alumna.   
       The Hall of Honor, held every 
other year since 2004, recognizes 
outstanding alumni who have 
achieved distinction, emerged as 
leaders, and whose lives reflect 
Faith, Scholarship, and Service —
core attributes of a true Lasallian 
leader. Nominations are sought 
through a committee of the Alumni 
Council. 
       The ceremony was held in  
Clark Gym and attended by students, 
faculty, staff, and special guests.   
As school President Robert Jordan 
mentioned in his welcome, this 
special event is intentionally held 
during the school day so current 
students can meet, learn from, and 
be inspired by these former Braves 
who have embraced the Lasallian 
mission and shared it with their 
communities.   The honorees serve 
as excellent role models to our  
students and a testament to the 
incredible work of our teachers 
over the years.  
       To read more about this year’s 
inductees and other members of the Hall of Honor, click 
here.  To view photos from the Hall of Honor Awards 
Ceremony, click here. 
 

Ms. Eileen Mize 
Correspondent 

       To get into the Christmas spirit: On December 19 in 
our living room, Jennifer Smetzer, wife of Scott Smetzer, 
our Director of Activities, led a sing-along of carols 
which she accompanied on an electronic keyboard. We 
were a large group – of Brothers, nursing staff, our house- 
keepers, Brother Mark Murphy from the Provincialate, 
and a number of staff persons from De La Salle Institute. 
Brothers Mark and Timothy Rapa sang a carol in French. 
Each one of us had a multi-page copy of all the songs. 
Hot cider kept our vocal cords moist. 
       The Brothers and Sister from the La Salle Vietnam 
House community in San Jose came to visit our commu-
nity on    December 22, their usual Christmas trip. The 
group stopped by each Brother’s room; knocked on his 
door; and when he opened it, they all greeted him with 
“Merry Christmas!” and presented him with a huge box 
of an assortment of fancy “Biscuits à la carte.” After a 
social in our community room, the visitors joined us for 
lunch, then shortly afterwards headed back to San Jose. 
Thank you, Brothers and Sister, for your kindness! 
 

Brother Conrad Kearney, FSC  
Correspondent 

 

Justin-Siena High School 
 

Alum Elected to State Legislature 
       Congratulations to Napa 
County Supervisor Bill Dodd, ‘74, 
who becomes the first Justin-
Siena graduate to be elected to 
office in the state Legislature and 
the first     Napan in the state Leg-
islature since 1980. Bill will serve 
as Yolo County's next State    As-
sembly member, as he won the 
District 4 race in the midterm elec-
tion. District 4 covers all of Napa 
and Lake counties and parts of 

Solano, Sonoma, Yolo, and Colusa counties. 
       After graduating from Justin-Siena, Bill studied Busi-
ness Management at California State University, Chico. 
He went on to own and operate one of the largest full-
service Culligan Water operations in California. During 
this time, Bill served as President of two national and 
state trade associations: the Water Quality Association 
and the Pacific Water Quality Association. 
       Bill certainly upholds the Lasallian motto, “Enter to 
Learn; Leave to Serve,” as he has been serving in many 
capacities for years. Not only a long time supporter of 
Justin-Siena who sent his five children to Justin-Siena, 
he also has been a member of the Justin-Siena High 
 School Board of Trustees. In the greater community, he 

Bill Dodd 

Mark Cassayre 

Megan Savage Dominici 

Olivia Everett 

http://www.justin-siena.org/s/353/justinsiena.aspx?sid=353&gid=1&pgid=1193
http://www.justin-siena.org/s/353/justinsiena.aspx?sid=353&gid=1&pgid=1193
https://www.flickr.com/photos/justin-siena/sets/72157648346107665/


Brother Ivan (Fred) Baily's Novitiate Courtyard mosaics 
that he created when we were in the Novitiate together.   
I also fondly remember the Ancients, especially Brother 
Frederick.  Lastly, there was Fr. Lawrence (Larry) Lindsay, 
OP, the portly Dominican who stepped on his cloak during 
Benediction and fell onto his posterior, and was heard 
to say to the servers, "Pick me up, Big Boy!"  Well, there 
are so many memories once you get started...I hope 
every one is well.  

       Frank Billecci (Brother Stephen Anthony). Where does 
one begin with "Memories of Mont La Salle"?  Entering 
the Mont on January 6, 1960, I had just turned 18. At 
the time, there was only 2 small groups of Novices —
Queen of Peace and Mater Dei.  It wasn't until a week or 
so later that we met the guys from the Juniorate who 
would also be postulants with us, forming the group of 
the Good Shepherd. At that time, I was fortunate in  
becoming friends with Bill (Chris), Terry (Mark), Mike 
(Andrew), to name the men who became life-long friends.  
       The life and events that occurred at the Mont, under 
the guidance of Br. Pius over the next year and a half, 
shaped and prepared us to lead a life of service, no 
matter what paths each of us would eventually follow. 
       That time spent in formation as a postulant and  
novice, now but memories, come back to me every time 
I visit the Mont and, I should add. the cemetery. There 
are no words that can ever describe the feelings that 
rush through my mind every time I return to “our 
home”.  All I know is, had I not been a Brother, if only 
for awhile, I would not be the person I am today. Thank 
all of you, my Brothers. 
       Luigi Fabiano.  At Assumption Hall, I had a little shoe 
repair shop next to the barber shop where I put heels 
on the Student Brothers’ shoes and helped the local fire 
department fight a few fires in the nearby hills during  
fire season. 
       One day Brother Edward, the vocation director, 
needed a driver and Raphael asked me to take him 
around the Bay Area for the day. My first experience in 
a hydromatic. Raphael took us on great outings: Carmel, 
and the River camp during a stormy night, where all of 
us slept on the floor in the lodge. During the day we 
cleaned up the storm damage. One night we gave Bede 
an ocean barbecue send-off before his midyear assign-
ment to Sacred Heart . 
       After 12 years at San Joaquin Memorial, where I met 
Mark Murphy (who enlightened me with a James Brown 
concert as the only white guys in arena), I got assigned 
to the Mont to teach chemistry, coach, and drive the 
bus, all new experiences. There was St. Mary’s High for 
one year with Mel as the boss who took us to plays in 
L.A. and Robert Kennedy’s last day at the Commonwealth 

La Salle Viet Nam House 
 

       With gratitude and pride, our community said good 
bye to Brother Anthony Thanh Minh Nguyen, who left 
San Jose on January 8 for a new mission serving the 
poor in Jamaica. We wish him well in his new ministry. 
       The community also had the honor of welcoming 
Brother Gregoire Tan, former visitor of the District of 
Vietnam, who visited with us while on his way back to 
Vietnam after three years of ministry in Togo, Africa. 
Brother Joseph Phuong Pham still serves there.  
       Our prayers are with Brother Joseph Dat Hoang, 
missionary in Thailand, and Brother Simon Thai Hoang, 
missionary in Cambodia. 
 

Brother Fortunat Phong, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Les Amis des FrÈres 
 

       Les Amis des Frères (“Friends of the Brothers”), is a 
group started by alumni and former students of the  
Novitiate and Juniorate.  Group members are Christian 
Brothers, former Brothers and their families, and friends 
and supporters.  Our Facebook group has 107 members.  
       Brother Timothy Coldwell, FSC, General Councilor, 
announced in November that the RELAN novitiate will 
now be located in the Chicago area, taking advantage of 
theological, inter-community and ministerial resources 
in the area.  In making this announcement, Brother  
Timothy said that he is deeply grateful for the storied 
service provided to the Region by the Mont La Salle  
Novitiate. “For many years and many classes of novices,” 
he wrote, “Mont La Salle has provided an exceptional 
setting for the intensive growth required of a disciple of 
Christ and son of De La Salle.”  
       This announcement has inspired some of our group 
to share their thoughts and memories of Mont La Salle. 
  

       Leo Rasca, '64.  Still teaching young adults, mostly 
the poor, at Chemeketa Community College. The majority 
of our Mexican-Origin adult learners are learning of 
their historical and cultural roots (many of them for the 
first time and feeling cheated having not learned this 
during their K-12 days) in the Chicano/Latino Studies 
courses. Three of our sons are teachers in the K-12 system. 
Memories: Fr Larry Lindsay, Dominican, and his unique 
Latin reading of the Gospel. Standing up in the Refectory 
on Fridays for breakfast. Br. Pius walking up and down 
the hallways in the morning finishing with a robust, "Live 
Jesus in our hearts!" 
       Keith Chapman.  I was at Mont La Salle from 1959 
through 1964. Whenever I think of the Mont, I remember 



retire from my legal practice. I am writing this on       
Veterans’ Day and I am reminded that, when I was in 
the Navy, I was due to get out in early April. Law School 
didn't start until September and my wife and I needed 
the money, so I extended my enlistment. I then departed 
for Vietnam in early April where I was awarded with the 
Naval Commendation medal for service during combat 
operations. I can truthfully say that my summer job   
before law school was the war in Vietnam.  
       My "in hospital" experience occurred on December 
8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. I had my left 
knee replaced. This is the knee that is opposite of the 
one that Jim Lunsford ruined when we were at the Mont.  
       Sister Dorothy Stack, CSJ.   Our LEO tutors are loving 
their work and the students at De La Salle Academy in 
Concord. We need each of you as our loyal friends to 
help our young boys  at De La Salle Academy and our 
folks with ESL at St. Columba's. Such good work with our 
poor...the mission is well and alive!!!  
       Carlyn Obringer.  De La Salle Academy, the new 
school structured on the San Miguel Schools model, is 
now serving 34 fifth and sixth grade boys. These students, 
nearly 40 percent of whom hail from the Concord   
Monument Community, come from challenging socio-
economic backgrounds.  
        The school day begins with a nutritional breakfast 
at 7 a.m., followed by an all-school assembly at 7:45 a.m. 
Students receive personalized classroom instruction 
until 10 a.m. when a snack is served. After more class 
time, lunch is served at noon, prepared by Chef John 
Acuna, in partnership with award winning Chef and Mt. 
Diablo High School Healthy Cooking Teacher Cindy 
Gershen.  Thirty minutes of recess is followed by more 
instructional time.  Students participate in physical    
education classes two or three times a week, at the 

Club in San Francisco before going to L.A. where he was 
assassinated. 
        Bob Leppert.  I have been thinking about this a 
great deal since the announcement of the moving of the 
Novitiate. I realize that all the other Districts lost their 
novitiates many years ago. However, it just became per-
sonal to all of us here. The Novitiate was a place for re-
birth of young men. More than a place, it was our first 
community and a holy enclave where we experienced 
Saint La Salle as a way of life. The experience remains a 
huge part of who I am today and I am grateful for having it 
in my life.  
       Thai Kobai Whitney.  I was so happy to see Keith 
Chapman's name pop up. He was one of the Valley Boiz 
who took the train together coming and going to the 
Mont. He was a year ahead of me. If I remember correctly, 
he got off in Fresno, too, then went on to Kingsburg.  At 
Christmas, the Juniors and Novices sang the Midnight 
Mass, then the next morning Norbert (Chuck) or Eric 
Vogel or James (Ash).. whoever could drive the 
bus...would take us to the Santa Fe station at Pinole to 
go home for the holidays. I don't believe that was done 
prior to 1960, but not sure. Happy holidays to all —
especially to the Valley Boiz. 
 

       Other news from our group: 
 

       Pat O'Brien.  I attended the memorial Mass and burial 
for my Juniorate school mate, Brother Myron Collins, in 
early December. Former Brother John Savage also 
attended and was driven to the Mont by Brother Mel, 
who also was a Juniorate school mate of Myron. Sadly, 
John is the last surviving member of Myron's robing 
class that included Br. Martin Fallin, Pat McKinnon, Dave 
Spaulding, Rudy Barnabas Najar, Joachim McDonough, 
and Laurian Rabisa. John is a retired public school principal 
and continues to lead discussion groups on Alateen at 
De La Salle High in Concord and two other high schools. 
Though John no longer drives, the schools provides 
rides for him since he does not receive a salary.  
       Stephen Guasco ‘73.  Ivan Ambrose Guasco entered 
the world on September 5 in Decatur, Illinois.  He is 
Marie’s and my fifth grandchild. Ivan was born a couple 
of weeks early and – apparently – with an underdeveloped 
lung. The morning of his second day, Ivan was transferred 
to a Springfield NICU in respiratory distress and put on a 
ventilator.  Ivan remained in the NICU for the next 11 days.   
       Thanks to everyone’s prayers, Divine Providence, 
and the exceptional skills of the NICU team, Ivan is 
home and doing well.  Marie and I just returned from 
Decatur – where we were able to meet, hold, and begin 
a grandparent’s right to spoil Ivan. 
       Joe Sperske.  I have finally decided that it is time to  

(L-R) Marie Guasco, Tim Guasco, Heather Guasco, who is 
holding Ivan, and Stephen Guasco. 



afternoon filled with faith, family, music, and fellowship, 
all requisite for the season.  
       For families affiliated with the neighborhood        
elementary schools, Alice Terry and Fort Logan, the 
efforts put forth by our Mullen family left no doubt that 
Christmas magic is, indeed, real. Stockings filled with 
much needed household items, clothing, toys, candy, 
and assorted baked goods were all in abundance. Our 
Boys’ Basketball squad made sure that treats, arts-and-
crafts for kids, and Christmas decorations were plentiful. 
Similarly, our school’s Football, Boys’ Tennis and Boys’ 
Lacrosse teams all stepped up to provide multiple     
presents that were opened by smiling youngsters. In all, 
our school’s entire community gave of themselves in 
every possible form and fashion. Homerooms, admin-
istration, clubs, teams, organizations, teachers, and all 
students aided in providing for our local friends.  

       At these gatherings, senior Penelope Arnold brilliantly 
played the role of Santa. Penelope’s enthusiasm and 
spark was infectious and helped set the tone for a joyful 
day. A little boy excitedly entered the Student Activity 
Center and promptly proclaimed, “Hola, Santa!”, eliciting 
aughter all throughout the room. Penelope distributed 
gifts and spoke with the kids at length about the eating 
habits of reindeer, chimney navigation, and the mysteries 
of twenty-four-hour global gift distribution. Happiness  

Community Youth Center, which is located a stone’s 
throw from De La Salle Academy.  
       The academic class time officially ends at 3 p.m., at 
which point students from De La Salle High School arrive 
to assist with homework hour and enrichment activities 
until the 5 p.m. dismissal. (After 4 p.m., students in good 
academic standing may participate in an after-school 
sport at the Community Youth Center.)  
       Michael Tscheekar.  Les Amis des Frères supports De 
La Salle Academy, the educational work of the Brothers, 
and the needs of the retired Brothers  through donations 
to the Lasallian Christian Brothers Educational Foundation. 
We also support De La Salle Academy's after-school  
tutors through our members' individual responses to 
the annual appeal letter from LEO.  
       Upcoming Les Amis des Frères events include the 
annual retreat at St. Joseph's Camp at the Russian River, 
July 11-19; and the annual reunion-picnic at Mont La 
Salle in September (date pending). 
 

Mr. Michael Tscheekar 
Correspondent 

 

Mullen High School  
 

“Hola, Santa!” 
 

       Christmas for Mullen High School is very much 
about giving. Students often show gratitude toward 
their teachers in the form of cards, well-wishes, and 
gifts before embarking on their holiday break. Educators 
gather together for our annual breakfast, which is  
punctuated by a lovely performance from our choir,  
featuring Christmas music. Colleagues greet each other, 
expressing to one another best wishes for the upcoming 
new year. This year, our President, Carl Unrein, and our 
Principal, Janell Kloosterman, presented our staff with 
coffee mugs displaying our Mullen logo on one side and 
our names on the other.  At these times, the presence 
of God and family ethos within our Lasallian community 
is never more evident.  
       These warm feelings and expressions of gratitude 
are also shared with our neighbors in the form of Mullen’s 
annual Christmas Outreach. This program, spearheaded 
by our school’s Director of Service Learning, Judy 
McCarty, endeavors to provide an engaging Christmas 
experience for a marginalized segment of folks from our 
local neighborhood communities. Mrs. McCarty and 
students from Mullen’s Lasallian Youth give their talents 
and hearts by organizing gift-giving, a visit from Santa 
Claus, and much needed sundries given to a grateful 
local community. This year, fifty families were able to 
visit Mullen High School on December 13 to enjoy an 

Mullen ‘s own Santa, Penelope Arnold, welcomes neighborhood 
guests to its Christmas gift-giving party.  



culinary artist, he put the finishing touches on canning a 
selection of pickles and “pub” onions.  He also has been 
cooking dinners for students in the residence hall that 
he directs, and for several Brothers’ birthdays.   Given 
his extraordinary memory, he is a worthy source of in-
formation about musicals, lyrics, plays, movies, actors, 
actresses, the  District, American, British, and European 
political history, along with a number of other things.  He 
also recalls with ease and a bit of wit numerous quotations, 
witty or otherwise, from past American presidents.  
       “Trends in Law School Admissions” was the topic of 
Brother Glenn Bolton’s address to a national meeting of 
National Law School Officers in New Orleans last semester.  
Brother Glenn coordinates the on-campus internship 
program, the annual on-campus Career Fair, and over-
sees graduate school advising at the Career Placement 
Center for both students and alumni.  He keeps close 
tabs on alumni in both law and medical school and was 
effectively involved in coordinating the Bay Area Law 
School Conference that included U.C. law schools  at  
Berkeley, Hastings (San Francisco) and Davis, Santa 
Clara University, University of San Francisco, Stanford 
University, and the University of Pacific’s McGeorge Law 
School.  He just returned from a short Italy visit with 
alumnus Steve (Bucky) Herron, Dramatics Director at 
the American School in London.   He also is a resident 
director in one of the SMC residence halls. 
       Organist, Brother Martin Yribarren  (Ph.D. Music, 
U.S.C.) has been teaching classical astronomy: Ptolemy 
and Copernicus, and sophomore mathematics to SMC 
Integral students.  He arranged for Jean Baptiste Robin, 
organist from the Palace of Versailles, to perform a   
concert for the American Guild of Organists in the Saint 
Mary’s College Chapel.  The concert was met with gen-
erous approval.  Brother Martin oversaw the complete 
renovation of the majestic Saint Mary’s College organ a 
few years ago.  During the Christmas holidays, Brother 
Martin travelled to Gilbert, Arizona, to join his brother, 
George, for a celebratory Basque dinner with other  
family members.  
       The SMC facilities staff was pleased to see Brother 
Christopher Donnelly exercise his professional hand in 
the remodeling of Brother U. Gregory Hall, made more 
efficient for the Career Center.  An important  feature in 
the remodel  was access for handicapped that includes 
automatic doors.  Brother Chris has been keeping a 
watchful eye on the new 60,000 sq. ft. Joseph L. Alioto 
Recreation Center that should be ready to open to    
students for the spring semester, 2015.  The new pool 
began filling with water on January 7th.  It will take   
several days to fill in that water is scarce in California in 
spite of recent rains.  Brother Chris, in conjunction with 

and good feelings abounded as Mullen students worked 
alongside their new neighborhood friends in making 
Christmas decorations and munching on Christmas 
cookies as they sipped apple cider. In observing the scene, 
a proud and elated Mrs. McCarty stated, “This act of 
service is so authentic and such a boost to our local 
community…the kids do an amazing job embracing the 
spirit of our Lasallian mission.”  
       To be sure, the melding of a terrific local community 
with a vibrant Lasallian school is a winning combination. 
The gratitude of our local neighborhood families is evident 
in each smile, giggle, and “thank you”, reminding us all 
of the true meaning of Advent Season. For all participants, 
the palpable warmth of God’s holy presence is a lucid 
reminder that in giving we receive and in selflessness 
we are granted a bounty.  A heartfelt thank you to our 
neighbors who shed a brilliant and shining light on our 
campus each December. We are already looking forward 
to seeing you again next year!  
 

Mr. Sean Keefe 
Correspondent     

 

Saint Mary’s College Brothers’ Community 
 

       This is first District Newsletter Report from the Saint 
Mary’s College Brothers Community to the newly-formed 
District of San Francisco New Orleans. Note: The Brothers 
serving Saint Mary’s College of California are members 
of either the Saint Mary’s College Brothers Community 
or the Archbishop Joseph Alemany Community, or more 
simply, the Alemany Community.  (Archbishop Joseph S. 
Alemany, a Spaniard, was the first Archbishop of San 
Francisco and the founder of Saint Mary’s College in 
1863.  The Archbishop invited the Christian Brothers to 
staff Saint Mary’s College shortly after its founding.  
After several attempts and then Papal intervention, the 
Brothers arrived in San Francisco to assume direction of 
Saint Mary’s College in 1868 under Brother Justin McMahon. 
He was the first Visitor of the San Francisco District and 
third President of the College, the first two presidents 
having been clergy from the Archdiocese.  It was the 
Brothers who, under Brother Justin, applied to the State 
of California for a Charter as an institution of higher  
education.  The first baccalaureate degrees —two— 
were awarded in 1871.)   
       Brother Richard Lemberg, (Ph.D., U.C., Berkeley) has 
reduced his full-time occupation as librarian after thirty 
four years of responding to students’ needs at the refer-
ence desk, plus innumerable other tasks.  At present he 
is busily transferring spoken words recorded on L.P. to 
MP3.  He enjoys encounters with nature such as fly   
fishing on still waters at Davis Lake, Portola, CA.  As a  



game in McKeon Pavilion toward the end of January will 
formally honor the champion Gael Ruggers.  
       A Brother who spent four and a half years at a two-
year fully endowed collegiate institution for twenty-six 
students at Deep Springs College, CA, has returned to 
Saint Mary’s, much to delight of his confreres.  Brother 
Kenneth Cardwell, (Ph.D. Rhetoric, U.C., Berkeley) now 
serves on the Collegiate Seminar Governing Board and 
on the Search Committee for a new Dean of the School 
of Liberal Arts.  He is also formulating a report as the 
outside participant of the self-study report for Accreditation 
for Thomas Aquinas College (TAC), a Catholic Great 
Books-oriented institution whose four presidents since 
founding were and are SMC alumni.  It is located on a 
compelling site between Ojai and  Santa  Paula, CA.  
During January, Brother Kenneth will be visiting several 
high schools in Arizona hoping to recruit students for 
the College Integral Program, a four-year integrated 
Great Books program.   He is also a resident director in 
one of the SMC residence halls. 
       Brother Michael Murphy (Ph.D., Linguistics, U. of 
Paris) engaged in a vigorous schedule last semester as 
Director of Campus Ministry, hiring an Assistant Director 
for Faith Formation and a new Director of Music Ministry 
and Wedding Coordinator.  Duties include the Welcome 
Mass, Mass of the Holy Spirit, Liturgy of the Lights, and 
other tasks, one being the invitation to various Diocesan 
priests to preside at Sunday evening liturgies.  Young 
clergy especially impress students, who respond in    
various ways, such as increased confessions and  re-
quests for advice and discussions.  A new R.C.I.A. director 
was also selected.  However, with the retirement of a 
long-term faculty member, Brother Michael was asked 
to assume a role as Professor in French and linguistics in 
the Modern Language Department, an area in which he 
was educated, and he accepted.  During the Christmas 
holidays, he was invited to serve as a guest professor at 
the University of Manouba in Tunis.  Before the second 
semester, he will spend several weeks in Paris working 
with a professorial acquaintance  from London, planning 
for the spring semester.  He also serves as a resident 
director in one of the SMC residence halls. 
       We celebrate the 73rd birthday of Brother Raphael 
Patton (Ph.D., Mathematics, U. of Toronto), who recently 
engaged in a number of conversations with high school 
students in Arizona, mainly from charter schools, on the 
wonders of mathematics and the values of reading im-
portant books.  The charter schools have developed an 
educational program whose background seems suited 
to the St. Mary’s Integral Program.  His trip to Arizona 
was a welcome diversion from his current task of com-
piling  biographies on the 914 Brothers listed in the  

 his brothers and sisters, keep an eye on their parents, 
both now 95 and doing fairly well.   They live in nearby 
Oakland.   As official Fire Chief of the Huntington Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department, Brother Chris, the Chief,  
spends at least one weekend or more a month in the 
Sierras overseeing the acquisition of new equipment (a 
winter snowcat and an new all terrain vehicle) and the 
performance of the volunteer fire department. The 
Brothers’ mountain camp will again be open in the summer 
months for visiting by any of the Brothers.  Check with 
Brother Chris as to open dates.  Brothers Chris and 
Raphael Patton visited the Brothers in Yakima, WA on 
their way to Milwaukie, OR, for the Affiliation of Bill 
George.  They paid a courtesy visit to the generously 
supportive Sisters of Saint Mary’s, Oregon, as well. 
       The Director of the SMC Brothers Community, 
Brother Thomas Jones, (Ph.D., Psychology), who was  
diagnosed with Hodgkins-Type cancer last summer, has 
been optimistically vigorous in his many assignments on 
several Boards and Councils, as well being resident director 
in one of the student residence halls and counselor in 
Counseling and Psychological Services.  He also engages 
in some spiritual direction. Fortunately, Stanford Uni-
versity Health Services were looking for participants for 
an experimental oncology drug program.  After almost a 
semester of a series of intravenous sessions, the Stan-
ford Oncologists are pleased to declare that Brother 
Thomas seems to be in complete remission.  Stanford is 
about a one hour drive from Saint Mary’s and after a 
Wednesday session, Brother Thomas has to take Thurs-
day off to recover.  However, he continues to be on the 
Board of the Queen of the Valley Hospital in Napa, the 
District Council, the Saint Mary’s College Board of Trus-
tees and the Board of the De La Salle North Catholic 
High School in Portland, while continuing to serve the 
Brothers and students of the College.      
       A man who celebrates his 75th birthday in January, 
Brother Martin Ash (whose blood brothers were the late 
Brothers Warren Ash and James Ash) works in the     
Development Office planning alumni travel programs for 
forthcoming travel to various destinations and in select 
seasons.  The alumni travel program of two years ago to 
Italy and the Adriatic was notably successful and alumni 
are asking for more.  The unexpected highlight of that 
excursion was lunch with the Brothers in Malta.  People 
still speak about it.   
       Brother Martin cooked for the Brothers at the Rus-
sian River Camp last summer, and reminds the Brothers 
that they are welcome at the Russian River Camp.  At 
the moment, he  is preparing to honor the SMC Gael 
Rugby Team for its National Championship in 2014.  A 
halftime event at a forthcoming conference basketball 



a position he held until his death.  Returning to part-time 
teaching several years ago while still Vice-Principal,    
Mr. Shum was teaching two courses this school year: 
Government and Law and Asian History.  Prior to joining 
the faculty, Mr. Shum was the school’s girls’ volleyball 
coach.  An avid cyclist and skier, he introduced many 
students to snow sports during the school’s annual   
Enrichment Week program.  In his position as Vice-
Principal, Herman was highly-respected for his work 
with the local community of neighbors, merchants,   
Albany and Berkeley Police Departments, and area 
transit agencies that he worked with on behalf of the 
school.  Herman’s wife, Janelle, has served as the graphic 
designer for Saint Mary’s school publications for many years. 

District necrology files.  Some fascinating personality 
data  on colorful characters is emerging from the study.  
He, together with Brother Christopher Donnelly, attended 
the Affiliation of Mr. William George of De La Salle High 
School in Milwaukie, OR. 
       Brother Ronald Gallagher (Ph.D. Comparative Litera-
ture, U. Washington), SMC President Emeritus (2005-2013), 
is officially a member of the SMC Brothers Community 
but is presently “on loan” to Sacred Heart Preparatory 
in San Francisco, serving as the school’s as President. 
       Father Thomas McElligott (Ph.D. Theology, Graduate 
Theological Union, Berkeley), Chaplain to and member 
of the SMC Brothers Community, is again in Ireland with 
a January Term class of students who are exploring the 
history and culture of the people of the Irish nation.  
This course, under Father McElligott, has been a popular 
offering for the January Term.    Father McElligott teaches 
spirituality in the Theology Department during the regular 
year and is a resident director in on of the SMC student 
residence halls.  He also assists, upon request, at local 
parishes, especially with Masses in Spanish.   
        Brother Mel Anderson (President Emeritus, 1969-
1997), the Newsletter Reporter, is a tutor in the Collegiate 
Seminar (Great Books) program, a Resident Director in 
one of the SMC student residence halls, and serves on 
the Board of Directors of the Moraga Historical Society 
and the Board of Trustees of the Dominican School of 
Philosophy and Theology of the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley.   During the Fall Semester (and several 
years prior), he served as lector at the local parish.  He is 
scheduled to speak to a group in Moraga called SIR 
(Sons in Retirement) in March about his experiences in 
higher education leadership. 
 

Brother Mel Anderson, FSC 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Mary’s College High School 
 

       The Saint Mary’s College High School community 
extends its deepest thanks to the greater Lasallian com-
munity for the care, support, and kindness offered on 
the news of the death of our Vice-Principal, Mr. Herman 
Shum, in a cycling accident on December 27.  Your prayers 
will carry us through.  Please continue to keep the Shum 
family in your prayers. 
 

Herman Shum 
October 7, 1974 - December 27, 2014 

 

       Mr. Herman Shum served at Saint Mary’s College 
High School for eleven years, joining the faculty in July 
2004 and serving as a Social Studies teacher until taking 
the position of Vice-Principal of Student Affairs in 2005, 

Herman Shum receives his ten-year service award from  
Brother Edmond Larouche, President, on Founder’s Day 2013.   

Memorial to Mr. Herman Shum on the Saint Mary’s campus, 
December 30, 2014  



Saint Mary’s teacher and administrator during the 1970’s, 
who later served as Visitor of the San Francisco District.  
The dedication of “Brennan Hall” included prayers and 
the singing of the alma mater, “The Bells of Saint Mary’s.”  
Father Jayson Landeza, Saint Mary’s Class of 1979, blessed 
Brennan Hall, praying:  “We dedicate this building in 
Brother David’s honor, to the fulfillment of the Lasallian 
Mission to the education of youth, to the growth of our 
Saint Mary’s students, to the progress of the sciences, 
to the deepening of faith, and to our encounters with 
God’s Truth. May this building continue to be a center 
where students and teachers, imbued with the words of 
truth, will search for the wisdom that guides the Chris-
tian life and strive wholeheartedly to stand by Christ as 
their teacher, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.” 
 

Ms. Jeanne Loughman 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Michael’s High School 
 

Community News 
       On October 19, the Brothers of Hilary House treated 
us to a meal they prepared and for which they joined us.  
Brothers Jim Brown and Don Mouton also joined us for 
the New Year’s Day meal; Bro. Ronald Bartusiak was out 
of town.  These occasional gatherings have provided new 
faces and ideas which are as much a pleasure as the repasts. 
       In mid-October, Bro. Benildus Sulzer had surgery to 
remove a small growth on his face.  He said the procedure 
caused little pain, and he recovered well.  He has also 
resumed taking care of the sacristy and the patio.  Prayers 
of thanks for his recovery are appreciated! 
       Brothers Brian Dybowski and Don attended the 
Archbishop’s fete honoring educators of the Archdiocese.  
They represented Lewis University along with Jim Saya, 
Director of the Albuquerque program, and Bro. James 
Gaffney, Lewis University President, who came to the 
Land of Enchantment for the occasion.. 

       Herman, 40, was a graduate of Sacred Heart Cathedral 
High School in San Francisco and began his teaching  
career there.  He also taught at Jesuit High School in 
Sacramento.  A week before his death, he was announced 
as the next Principal of Justin-Siena High School in Napa, 
effective July 2015.  The Saint Mary’s community was 
proud of Herman for his next position in the Mission of 
Lasallian Education. 
       Herman is survived by his wife, Janelle, and daughters 
Monica and Nikki.  Let us remember… 
 

       Just before Christmas vacation, the Saint Mary's  
Student Body proudly presented a check for more than 
$81,000 to school President, Brother Edmond Larouche, 
from their efforts in this year's Student Fundraiser for 
Tuition Assistance.  The most ever raised in the annual 
project, the gift truly showed the dedication of Saint Mary’s 
students and their embodiment of Lasallian Core Principles.  
       On a cold morning before classes on December 18, 
hundreds of students visited the Saint Mary’s High 
Christian Brothers’ Residence on campus and were 
treated to delicious hot cocoa served by the members 
of the Community:  Brother Edmond Larouche, Brother 
Dan Morgan, Brother David Caretti, and Mr. Lawrence 
Puck.  The annual event has become a much-loved    
tradition for the students and the Brothers. 

       On November 7 , the entire Saint Mary’s community 
and honored guests gathered outside the newest class-
room building on the campus, one that actually dates 
back to 1952 and was completely gutted, retrofitted, 
and renovated over the last four summers, completed in 
Summer 2014.  Once the Saint Mary’s Grammar School 
building, and then high school classrooms, the thoroughly 
new facility was named for Brother David Brennan, FSC, 

Lasallian Leadership Students pose with Brother Edmond, President, 

and their gift to Saint Mary’s for tuition assistance, December 2014. 



that El Niño is having the predicted effect of bringing a 
“wetter” winter this year; however most of the moisture 
seems to precipitate outside Santa Fe, so we continue 
to pray.  As usual, we were recipients of many goodies 
from many friends over the holidays.  Please remember 
all those who are so good to us in your prayers!   
       Shortly before Christmas, we were informed of the 
death of John Hasted, the son of Jack Hasted, longtime 
English professor and colleague at the College of Santa 
Fe.  Also over the holidays, Reuben Longacre, who was 
custodian at St. Michael’s High School for many years, 
was called to his reward.  Your prayers are requested for 
the repose of their souls and the comfort of their families. 
 

Brother George Hetzel, FSC 
Correspondent 

 
School News 

        

School Unveils New Library  
       In September of this past fall, just eight short months 
after the project was simply a “hope”, the school 
opened the doors to a completely renovated library. 
The new space, which included the removal of asbestos 
during the construction process, boasts multiple computer 
stations, electronic “bars” that allow students to work 
on their personal devices, two separate rooms with  
conference-style tables and white-board walls that will 
allow students to work in groups and write on the walls, 
and LED lighting, to name a few of the highlights.  
 

School Awarded Prestigious Director’s Cup Award  
       This honor, which is awarded annually by the New 
Mexico Activities Association to only one school in each 
classification state-wide, is given for excellence in      
academics, activities and athletics. Winners are selected 
based on their participation in and success at a number 
of activities and athletics, such as Student Council,    
Soccer, Cheer, Football, Basketball, Chess and Choir.      
 

Choral Arts Society Performs at Governor’s Inauguration  
       The Choral Arts Society of St. Michael's served as 
music ministers for the Inaugural Mass of Governor  
Susanna Martinez  on January 1, 2015. They also performed 
for the Inauguration  at the state capitol, presenting 
both sacred and patriotic music. The Choral arts Society, 
in its inaugural year, is an Advanced Chorus under the 
direction of Carmen Flórez- Mansi.  
 

Thanksgiving Mass  
       This year, we were honored to have Archbishop  
Michael Sheehan lead our Thanksgiving Mass.  
 

Kairos Retreats 
       In their 13th year, Kairos Retreats continue to  

       Bro. Ed Hofmann made a flying visit on November 6 
to do some recruiting for La Salle University.  Due to a 
malfunction of the doorbell, he had to use his cell 
phone to alert us of his presence.  The malfunction has 
been repaired, and we hope will not cause problems to 
others in future.  In mid-November, Bro. Mark Murphy 
was here for a brief visit and meetings with the Director 
and the Foundation. 
       With a grandson playing in a soccer tournament, 
Bro. Fred Van Haaften combined going to see the 
matches with celebration of his birthday with his family 
in Albuquerque on November 8.  He had visited earlier 
for the funeral of the grandfather of his son-in-law, so 
having more pleasant reasons for visiting was beneficial 
to all.  Your prayers for the family are appreciated! 
       A former colleague from CSF, Cheryl Odom, visited 
Brothers Brian  and George Hetzel, bringing cheer and 
fresh eggs from her hens.  Visiting nurse, Monika Laendle, 
also brings fresh eggs for us, so we are nicely provided 
for so long as their hens continue laying.  We also received 
visits from former students and colleagues Dee Sebastian 
and Marga Matakovich, as well as Ron Ortiz-Dinkel    
before Christmas and Janice Zoller after.   
       On November 18, Bro. Joe Haras called to inform us 
that his mother had died peacefully with the family present.  
Plans are to sell the home in New Jersey then return to 
Albuquerque, where Bro. Joe’s father will live with son, 
Steve, who has a home there.  Because all 3 of the men 
in the family are veterans, burial of her ashes is planned 
for the National Cemetery in Santa Fe.  Your prayers for 
the family are appreciated! 
       Despite being an octogenarian, Bro. Martin Swonke 
continues to work in his gardens almost daily until the 
cold weather makes it difficult.  He brought inside and 
maintains some of his plants from the local nursery, 
where he volunteers on occasion. 
        Our number increased on December 4 with the return 
of Bro. Bill Hughes from his sojourn the East.  Now we 
have our own wise man from the east even before Epiphany! 
       The second week of December, Bro. Donald Johanson, 
Visitor, made his first canonical visit to our community 
and to Hilary House.  We were gratified by his presence 
and enjoyed a social with him and the Brothers of Hilary 
House on December 13.  His visit was a nice pre-Christmas 
gift which strengthened the bonds between the two 
legacy Districts.  He also provided assistance to Bro. Benildus 
with decorating the Christmas tree in the dining room. 
       As storms have continued to remain north of us, we 
have gotten mostly wind; however, a few have brought 
a little snow, with emphasis on “little”.  A white Christmas 
eluded us, but we did have snow the day after, and as if 
to assure the pattern would continue, the New Year be-
gan cold and windy with a dusting of snow.  It seems 



       On December 13, the Mothers Club hosted our annual 
Christmas supper. It was a wonderful evening filled with 
delicious food, decorations and song.  The morning before 
the Christmas holidays, Mr. Barrett Bumgartner and 
Brother Louis Welker conducted a prayer service for the 
entire student body. The theme of the prayer service 
was Gaudete (Rejoice), and Mr. Bumgartner gave an 
inspiring talk on the meaning of the rose colored candle. 
Later that day, Brother Ray Bulliard held the final President’s 
Assembly for the 2014 school year. That day was also 
the first day of Hanukkah. The Menorah and the Advent 
wreath stood side by side and three of our Jewish students 
explained the meaning of Hanukkah. They lit the first 
candle, the Shammus, and then sang the song for the 
first day, “Oy Hanukkah.” It was a very moving ceremony 
and had the entire student body captivated.  
       On December 14, we had the annual lighting of the 
Luminarias. The entire campus was filled with light as we 
gathered for caroling and a prayer service in the Chapel. 
       After completing their semester exams on December 
19, the students left for Christmas vacation and all was 
quiet on the campus. Decorating the community house 
went into full swing. Brother Ralph Baltz prepared our 
chapel for midnight Mass at 8 p.m., and Brother Alfred 
Baltz prepared the student Chapel for the Christmas mid
-night Mass that was held at 10 p.m. The Nativity set 
from Magnolia in Lafayette, LA was placed in the student 
chapel for the Christmas season. The congregation gave 
many positive comments about how beautiful it was. 
Brother Louis, assisted by Brother Jerry Vincent, decorated 
the entrance to our residence with a Nativity set given 
by a friend of Brother Peter Dudenheffer. 
       The members of our community have experienced 
sore throats, colds and bronchitis. Happily, as of yet, no 
one has come down with the flu. Brother Duane Gregory 
continues his ministry of bringing communion to shut-ins, 
and Brother Bill Ray helps with getting Brothers who 
need assistance to the doctors. Brother Peter continues 
his shopping for the community and keeping the com-
munity bookkeeping. Brother Jerry, our Director, sees to 
the smooth running of the community. 
       As we move into the 2015, the future looks bright. 
The construction of the new gym has begun and student 
enrollment for 2015-16 looks good. The seniors are 
making their three-day retreat and looking forward to 
their walk across the stage on graduation day. Who 
knows where the time goes? What does it do? 
       We hope everyone got the New Year off to a good 
start! God Bless! 
 

Brother Louis Welker, FSC 
Correspondent 

“touch the hearts” of our students. We are excited that 
our number of participants continues to grow.   
 

Service to Others  
       Our students continue to live out our Five Core  
Principles in their daily lives. Examples of this include 
their participation in the Thanksgiving Food Drive;     
organizing of a Giving Tree and Toy Drive for the home-
less; arranging a coat and glove drive for the needy;  
delivering Christmas baskets to the Brothers; participating 
in a blood drive; the football team personally delivering 
books to young children; and our Choral Arts Society 
singing to individuals in Hospice Care.    
 

Loss of a Family Member  
       It is with a heavy heart that we share the news that 
Reuben Longacre passed away on December 27. A St. 
Mike’s alumnus, Mr. Longacre retired in 2014 after serving 
30 years as our Maintenance Director and Groundskeeper. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Mr. Longacre's family. 
 

Ms. Susan Patten 
Correspondent 

 

Saint Paul’s School Community 
 

       Baby its cold outside! The temperature for the 
morning of January 8 was in the teens, which is very 
cold for southeast Louisiana. However, compared to 
many of the states experiencing extremely low temper-
atures, we are happy with ours.  
       January 8 in Louisiana is also the Feast of our Lady 
of Prompt Succor (Prompt Help) and the Bi-Centennial 
of the Battle of New Orleans. led by General Andrew 
Jackson. Many historians consider this victory over the 
British as the solidifying moment of our Nation and led 
to the expansion of the Union. The Ursuline Nuns held a 
prayer vigil where they placed the statue of Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor on the altar, praying that the city of New 
Orleans would be spared. The next morning, after   
Communion had been given at Mass, a courier came 
running into the Chapel yelling: “Victory is ours!”      
General Jackson went personally to the Ursuline Convent 
to thank the Nuns for their prayers. ( For more info go 
to National Shrine of Our Lady of Prompt Succor. It tells 
the beautiful story of the faith of one Nun who brought 
the first Religious Order from France to Louisiana.) 
       Years pass so rapidly that it’s often hard to believe 
that 2014 is over. Each year brings in memories, for each 
person, either sad or amazing, giving them a  different 
view of the year. Before leaving 2014 behind, we need 
to give a little back story as to things that happened in 
our Community during the time before Christmas. 

http://www.shrineofourladyofpromptsuccor.com/


 

District Leadership Team Update 

       The District Leadership Team's most   
recent monthly meeting took place January  
8-9  at Mont La Salle.  A variety of agenda 
items made up the meeting, with much of 
the time devoted to considering the process 
by which the District's new Strategic Plan 
will be developed and implemented. 
       As with every Team meeting, Team 
members reported on a number of District 
areas, including schools; Brothers Commu-
nities; District finance, human resources, 
and technology; and Office of Education 
programs.  Updates were given on current     

projects, including the construction work at St. Joseph’s Camp and the planned renovation of the 
space adjacent to the kitchen area at Mont La Salle. 
       The Team then turned its attention to the District Strategic Plan.  One of the ongoing responsibilities 
of a District’s leadership is to maintain a multi-year plan that contains its District’s guiding vision and 
goals, as well as actions designed to support and realize the vision and  goals.  This involves designating 
and facilitating the process by which the plan is organized and constructed, including the identification 
of its focus areas and priorities. 
       The strategic plans of both the legacy San Francisco and New Orleans-Santa Fe Districts were  
considered expired when both Districts ceased operations on July 1, 2014.  However, they will be 
among a collection of resource documents that will be used in the creation of the San Francisco New 
Orleans District Strategic Plan.  Other documents include Acts of the 4th General Chapter, Lines of 
Action from Most Recent District Chapters and District Mission Assemblies, Priorities from the Constitutive 
Assembly, and assorted surveys and summaries that were used as part of the process of creating the 
SFNO District. 
       After lengthy reflection and discussion, the Team drew several conclusions as to the nature of the  
District’s Strategic Plan process.  First, it needs to be collaborative, promoting the collegiality and unity of 
the members of the District.  Also, it needs to be sensitive to the ongoing transition needs of the new  
District, as well as to current Church and education trends that impact the Lasallian mission within 
the District.  Finally, it needs to incorporate the gathering and use of supporting data in the creation 
of the Strategic Plan. 
       The Team agreed that the Strategic Plan process will begin with its writing of an “anchor document” 
that provides the background and context for the process itself.  It will serve as a guide for the initial 
conversations and, ultimately, the deliberative work that will produce the Plan.  Currently, the Team 
is finalizing a timeline for the Strategic Plan process.  It will include setting dates for the first District 
Chapter and District Mission Assembly, as well as scheduling in various parts of the District a series of 
“listening sessions” for gathering input from Brothers and Partners. 
       The Team’s next scheduled meeting will take place at the Lasallian Secondary Schools Chief      
Administrators Conference, February 22-25 in San Diego, CA.  



Office of Education Update 

“Think Tank” on Immigration Meets at San Miguel High School 
 

       On January 14th and 15th, San Miguel 
High School in Tucson, AZ hosted a “Think Tank” 
meeting on immigration, designed to provide 
an opportunity to reflect on and share ideas 
concerning current migrant issues and related 
long-term needs along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
       San Miguel welcomed to the gathering 
several Brothers and Lasallian Partners from 
the Districts of San Francisco New Orleans 
and México-Norte (North Mexico), as well as 
clergy and prominent civic figures from 
Southern Arizona.  Members of the school’s 
faculty also participated. 
       In their invitation, planners stated that 

the event’s goals would be “to gather and understand better the current issues surrounding immigration, 
to understand how our Districts may work together and creatively, respond to those most in need, and to de-
velop concrete next steps to be shared with others in the District.” 
       Brother Chris Patiño, FSC, who ministers at San Miguel High School and helped to organize the gathering, 
wrote, “The Immigration Think Tank is an initiative that is a response to a current reality and a challenge made 
by the 45th General Chapter of the Brothers of the Christian Schools. One of the themes that arose from 
the Chapter is for the Lasallian mission to go ‘beyond borders’ and respond to the emerging educational 
needs of our time.” 
       Attendees Included: 
Gery Short, Director, Director, Office of Education, District of San Francisco New Orleans 
Ms. Kenenna Amuzie, El Otro Lado Coordinator, San Miguel High School, Tucson, AZ 
Ms. Catherine Buck, Campus Ministry, Cathedral High School, El Paso, TX 
Br. Carlos Castañeda Casas, FSC, Director, Lasallian Educational Mission, Distrito de México-Norte 
Br. Jorge Felix, FSC, Teacher and High School Coordinator, Colegio La Salle, Ciudad Obregón, Sonora, México 
Br. Alejandro González Cerna, FSC, Teacher, Colegio Regis-La Salle, Hermosillo, Sonora, México 
Mr. Abel Gutierrez, Teacher, Cathedral High School, Los Angeles, CA 
Ms. Alma Mejia-Garcia, Founder, El Otro Lado, Tucson, AZ 
Ed O’Connor, Director of Student Life, La Salle High School, Pasadena, CA 
Br. Chris Patiño, FSC, Think Tank Coordinator, San Miguel High School, Tucson, AZ 
Heather Ruple, Think Tank Coordinator, Young Lasallians Director, District of San Francisco New Orleans 
       Presenters and Guests included: 
Fr. Sean Carroll, SJ, Executive Director, Kino Border Initiative, Nogales, AZ 
Br. Tim Coldwell, FSC, General Councilor, RELAN Washington, D.C./Rome, Italy 
Dr. Celestino Fernandez, Sociology Professor, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 
Most Reverend Gerald F. Kicanas, Bishop of Tucson, Tucson, AZ 
 

(Article contributed by Ms. Harriet Sitter, Associate Director of Advancement, San Miguel High School.) 



 

Lasallian Vistas 

Each year, Christian Brothers Conference observes national Catholic Schools Week by presenting a collection of 
Lasallian student and Partner reflections from the RELAN Districts.  This year’s San Francisco New Orleans 
District reflections came from De La Salle Academy in Concord, CA.     
 

Catholic Schools Week Reflections from De La Salle Academy, Concord, CA 
How is my experience at De La Salle Academy influencing my faith 

and my plans for what I hope to do with my life? 
 

       De La Salle Academy has deeply helped me in everything. Since the first day of 
school I knew my life would be changed. My life wasn’t easy; in my old school I   
always had putdowns, not from other people but from me. I always thought my 
grades were low and that I wasn’t doing something correctly. My faith wasn’t as 
strong, I never knew about Abraham or Sarah or Jacob until the Academy. With  
daily religion I learn more and it’s not so tough. My grades went up and in math I’m 
doing better. 
       In my old school I didn’t have any nice friends like in the Academy or as we call 

them “brothers.” After school we have time to do our homework and an advantage is that older 
“brothers” from the high school in Concord come to help us. Another advantage of the     Academy is 
that we get to celebrate Mass. The Academy is truly expanding my faith. My favorite subject at the 
Academy is history which was one of my least favorites in my old school. My teacher teaches     histo-
ry so well I would know all the “hominids” there are in a day. The truth is, the Academy has convinced 
me to think about my future and I want to graduate and become a Christian Brother and teach at De 
La Salle High School; I have never felt to give up my life to be a priest or Brother until I entered the 
Academy and learned our Lasallian way of life. 

       At De La Salle Academy, I am experiencing many new things. I think the teachers 
are great role models for all of the students at the Academy. I am also trying new 
things that I now am starting to enjoy. I am starting to learn more about my reli-
gion, and I am very eager to know more. I know that my faith is growing stronger 
and stronger. The people I am meeting are inspiring me to do great things. If it 
wasn’t for Mr. Hofmann I wouldn’t be trying new things and learning so much. I am 
very grateful that Mr. Hofmann helped start De La Salle Academy. 

       De La Salle Academy is helping me get better job opportunities. What I would like to do when I 
get  older is to be a philanthropist. A philanthropist is someone who gives to others, but it doesn’t 
have to be just money. When I am a philanthropist, I hope to help many people who need it. I want 
to give to schools that need help buying new books. When I gave out my presents at Christmas it felt 
good and I would like to feel that same way when I get older. 

Alex R., Grade 6 

Alex C., Grade 6 



       All my life I have been attending public schools. In public schools they don’t 

teach you about Christ, so I had to learn about my Father and Savior on my own. 

My parents taught me the best they can about Christ and who he is. Now, since I 

am attending a Catholic school, my faith has grown thanks to my religion teacher 

Mr. Rodriguez. We have religion class every day. I love the fact that we get to go to 

school and learn about God at the same time. Every day I learn something new that 

would help me in life and in times of testing. Thanks to De La Salle Academy and the supporters, I 

know more about Brothers, priests and the House of God. 

       People always asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up and I always answered pro-football 

player. Then they asked me what my back-up plan is. I never knew what I wanted to do. There have 

been many Brothers who have come to our school. Some of the Brothers told us a little bit about 

their life. All the Brothers inspired me in many different ways. Since coming to DLSA I finally know 

what my back-up job will be. I want to become a Brother or a missionary. No matter what you do in 

life always remember that without God you would never be in the spot you are in today. 

 

       My experience at my school has influenced me in my faith because of the 

teachers I have. The teachers have always encouraged me to do it. They don’t do it 

to give us a lot of homework but to prepare us for high school and college. Whenever 

they encourage me, they give me more faith. The more I have faith, the more I be-

lieve in myself. And the teachers do a great job of encouraging me. 

       The school has helped me in how I want to behave right now and when I grow 

up. I want to be a man of faith, integrity and scholarship. The staff is preparing us to be respectful 

and responsible. When my brothers ask for help I say yes. If I say no they will think I am mean. When 

I grow up I want to be kind, not mean. The school has also showed me that I want to be a philanthropist. 

 

       Being at De La Salle Academy has really evolved me into a new man. It really 

made me think about my future. I have been in this school for half a year and I 

pretty much like the school. It makes me think more about God and his stories. The 

school has made me responsible, helped me to focus, and kept me organized. De La 

Salle Academy is not a normal school. It’s called an academy because they’re train-

ing me to believe in God and to become a gentleman and they told me they’re do-

ing this because they love me. I’m going to be a great man one day because of De La Salle and I will 

help my family and the community. 

 

Click here to read all of this year’s reflections from our RELAN ministries. 

Leo G., Grade 6 

Ramiro R., Grade 6 

Kevin Q., Grade 5 

http://www.lasallian.info/2015/01/15/lasallians-reflect-during-catholic-schools-week/


 
 

 

 

Spotlight on San Francisco New Orleans at the  
2014 Huether Lasallian Conference, Chicago 

 

 

District Scrapbook 

Heather Ruple, co-presenter, “Lasallian Culture 

of Vocation: ‘...Your One Wild and Precious Life’” Br. Tim Coldwell, co-presenter, “Lasallian Culture 

of Vocation: ‘...Your One Wild and Precious Life’” 

Mike Daniels, presenter, “Pope Francis 

and Lasallian Leadership: Reflections 

on Gratitude and Community” 

Chuck Zannetti, presenter,      

“Framework and Common Core:   

Forrest Gump Meets Mr. Spock” 

Vince Massey, presenter, “A Lasallian’s 

Perspective: Promoting Positive Discipline” 

Distinguished Lasallian Educators Ed O’Connor (l) 

and Tony Behan, with Office of Education 

Directors Gery Short (l) and Charles Legendre.  

Michelle Batista, presenter, “A Place of 

Belonging: Creating a Safe Space for Students” 

Judy McCarty, Planning Committee 



 
 
 
 

 

In Memorium 
 

    Brother Casimir Reichlin, FSC, of the Holy Family Community (Napa) who passed away on October 11, 2014. 
    Ms. Bernadette Steele, mother of deceased Brother Andrew Steele, FSC, who passed away on October 12, 2014. 
    Brother Myron Collins, FSC, of the Holy Family Community (Napa), who passed away on December 3, 2014. 
    Ms. Mary Jane Donaldson Morgan, mother of Brother Dan Morgan, FSC, who passed away on November 19, 2014. 
    Mr. Michael Gormley, husband of DLSI staff member Sandy Gormley, who passed away on November 29, 2014. 
    Ms. Lilia Sanchez, mother of DLSI staff member Al Sanchez, who passed away on December 2, 2014. 
    Mr. Herman Shum, teacher at Saint Mary’s College High School, who passed away on December 26, 2014. 
 Mr. Reuben Longacre, retired staff member at St. Michael’s High School, who passed away on December 27, 2014. 
 Ms. Nancy Worsnop, mother of DLSI CFO Pamela Gleeson, who passed away on January 12, 2015. 
 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in Peace.  Amen. 

 
Papal Intentions 

(From Apostleship of Prayer, www.apostleshipofprayer.org.) 
 

JANUARY 

Universal:  Peace 

       That those from diverse religious traditions and all people of good will may work together for peace. 

  

Evangelization: Consecrated Life 

       That in this year dedicated to consecrated life, religious men and women may rediscover the joy of  

       following Christ and strive to serve the poor with zeal. 

  

FEBRUARY 

Universal: Prisoners 

       That prisoners, especially the young, may be able to rebuild lives of dignity. 

  

Evangelization: Separated Spouses 

       That married people who are separated may find welcome and support in the Christian community. 

  

MARCH 

Universal: Scientists 

       That those involved in scientific research may serve the well-being of the whole human person. 

  

Evangelization: Contribution of Women 

       That the unique contribution of women to the life of the Church may be recognized always. 

 

Prayers & Remembrances 

http://www.apostleshipofprayer.org/index.html

